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1. Introduction

JORJAN was an economic, cultural, scientific and political hub in the district of Jorjan during
the third, fourth and fifth centuries AH. The prosperity of trade made it one of the richest
cities in Iran. Historical Written sources have spoken about the commercial connection of the
city of Jorjan with Neyshabir, Khwarezm, Ray, the cities of Tabarestan especially Tamisa
and Amol, and even the cities of the Caspian province on the other side of the Caspian lake .
Despite the geographical barriers around Jorjan district, such as the mountains located in the
east and south, the Dehistan desert in the north and the Caspian Lake in the west, numerous
transportation roads were formed that connected Jorjan to the mentioned cities. However, the
roads that connected the city of Jorjan to important cities have not been investigated so
far. Therefore, the question arises What were the transportation routes of the city of Jorjan,
during its life, from the first centuries of Islam until the Mongol attack that destroyed this
city? Mehryar conducted an archeological field survey around the city of Jorjan in 1361 SH
and found evidence of the remains of a gate buried underground in the northern part of the
city wall. However, due to the incompleteness of the documents left from Mehyar's report, the
exact location of the gate is not known. The authors were able to find the possible location of
a gate in the northwest of the city wall with the help of satellite images. Although we do not
know whether these two gates are the same or not, another question that arises here is whether
this gate was located at the beginning of an important road? Until now, no independent
research has been presented about describing and explaining all the transportation routes of
the district and the city of Jorjan. Most of the research done about the communication routes
of Jorjan have focused on the connection between this city and Neyshabur, Especially through
the route of Jorjan-Esfrain-Neyshabur. In this research, in addition to introducing and
identifying the communication routes between Jorjan and other cities such as Ray, Amol, and
Khwarezm, other roads between Jorjan and Neyshabir city have also been investigated and
identified. According to the questions and objectives of this research, the approach of this
article is descriptive and analytical. This research has been done by field and library methods.
Part of the writing of this research is based on historical written sources and historical
geography. After studying the written sources and extracting relevant content, the similarities
and contradictions between the contents were examined to ensure accuracy. Due to the
existence of many uncertainties in this regard, most of the cities and stations on the roads of
these transportation routes were traced and located as much as possible. With the help of
historical maps, Google Earth satellite images, contemporary geographical maps, and
available data, the desired points were located on the map of Iran using GIS software. Based
on the collected historical materials, the spatial relationship between them was investigated.
In cases such as the relationship between Bastam and Jorjan, where the written sources from
the first to seventh centuries AH did not provide sufficient information to the writers, the
evidence available in newer sources has been used with caution and compared with older
sources. The research results are presented in the form of a map with exact geographical
location in the article. The results show that the city of Jorjan was considered an important
point in the road network of the northeast of the country. The most important destinations of
travelers from JORJAN were the cities of Neyshabur, Amol and Ray. Passengers used the
Jorjan-Amol route to travel to different cities of Tabarestan. After reaching Amol, they could
continue to Gilan, Ray and Khazar region. To go to Ray, the Jorjan-Bastam route was used. A
part of this road was located next to the Khormarud River. Places on the road between Jorjan-
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Bastam cannot be precisely identified based on written sources before the 7th century. So, the
description of Naser al-din shah in 1301 SH was used and to some extent, the connection
between Bastam and Jorjan was made clear to us. The research shows that the passengers
used to reach Bastam by crossing the Nodeh-Farsian-Tilabad crossing. Then they entered the
intersection of the Khorasan Road. Passengers used to go to Ray City from Damghan and
Semnan, or they went to Neyshabur through two different roads, Jajarm Road and Sabzevar
Road. It is also possible that after reaching Tilabad, they directly went Jajarm from a side
road. Another road that connected Jorjan to Neyshabur and is better known was the Jorjan -
Dinarzari-Esfrain-Neyshabur route. It seems that the roads in Neyshabur province had formed
a network of local roads. they connected the cities of this province such as Esfrain, Jajarm and
Sabzevar. The trade and pilgrimage caravans of Khwarezm also used to come to Jorjan
through Parou and Dehistan and if they wanted, they would travel from Jorjan to Ray.
Abaskun port was considered one of the cities of Jorjan. The road connecting Jorjan to the
port of Abaskun was important due to its commercial importance and providing access to
other areas. According to what has been said and the location of the possible gate, two ways
were probably connected with this gate. The first route was the Jorjan-Abaskun road, which
was considered one of the important economic routes of Jorjan due to the importance of the
Abaskun port in trade. After the destruction of Jorjan city due to the Mongol attack and the
flooding of Abaskun Port, the commercial importance of this place was lost and no new Port
was built at this place. As a result, Jorjan -Abaskun Road fell from prosperity. The second
route leading to the gate is probably the same road that left Bakrabad and went to Astrabad.
This road, i.e. Bakrabad- Astrabad route, was not identified due to lack of evidence.
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