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During the Arab invasion of Iran, Yazdegerd III (r. 632—651) reportedly granted
the Dabuyid ruler Gil Gavbara control over Tabaristan. Gil Gavbara's son,
Baduspan I, was given control over Ruyan in 665, thereby establishing the
Baduspanid dynasty, which governed the region until the 1590s. Following the
demise of Kayumarth I in 1453, a dynastic conflict ensued, leading to the division
of the Baduspanid kingdom between Kayumarth’s sons, Iskandar IV and Ka'us II,
in Kojur and Nur respectively. Amidst the strife between these two brothers, the
castles of Mazandaran they have gained significant importance, with their control
playing a pivotal role in the survival of each contender. Among these fortresses,
Espe-riiz or Espe-rez Castle stands out as one of the most prominent, having long
intrigued historians. This article seeks to pinpoint the location of this castle by
analyzing historical and archaeological findings discovered in Zanous village,
situated in Kojour District of Nowshahr County, Mazandaran province, Iran.
When the author was examining the documents of the old families of Tabaristan to
write an article about Baduspanan, he came across the name of Espe-rez and the
existence of the Espe-rez Castle in the mountains around the Zanos forest in Kejur
Mazandaran. Further examination of the documents, historical texts and research
about this topic revealed two views about the castle and Mount Espe-rez recorded
in the local documents of Tabaristan and the castle of Espe-riz mentioned in the
historical texts. Scholars such as Rabino still consider its location unknown, and
some like Professor Manouchehr Sotoudeh, without mentioning any documents,
consider Espe-riiz Castle to be in the vicinity of Kajour. However, after observing
historical and archeological evidence, the author came to the hypothesis that the
village and fortress of Espe-rez in the ancient documents and rumors of the natives
of the region could be the same as the village and fortress of Espe-rtiz in historical
texts.
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1. Introduction

One of the most turbulent periods in the history of Mazandaran was the 9th century of Hijri.
The ninth century AH should be considered, like the seventh century AH, a century of death
and destruction for the people of Tabaristan. Just as the Mongols invaded Royan and Kojur
and destroyed the castles of that region, In this century, due to the attack of the Timurids and
Marashians on Mazandaran, the native governors of this area, who were of Sasanid descent
and named Baduspani, faced a problem that seriously threatened the life of their dynasty. The
emergence of a person like Kiyomarth bin Bistun saved this dynasty again and led them to
dominate Mazandaran again. If it were not for his genius and will, the Baduspani dynasty
would have disappeared from the pages of history before 807 AH. Kiyomarth ruled
Mazandaran with full authority for fifty years and not only restored the Baduspanan rule over
Mazandaran, but his action in declaring Twelver Shi'ism as the official religion of that land
led to the expansion and consolidation of Shia religion in the north of Iran. The most
important action of Malik Kiyomarth should be considered the construction and expansion of
Shiite Imam Zadegan tombs and other Shiite buildings in Mazandaran and Tabaristan. Today,
most of the tombs of the Shia imams in the north of Iran have the architecture of the 9th
century AH, which was built during the reign of Malik Kiyomarth. His importance and status
became more clear after his death, especially since the Baduspani government had split,
which resulted in internal family conflicts and their fall by the Safavids.

In all the battles between Baduspani rulers and their wars with foreign invaders,
Mazandaran, Tabaristan and Royan castles were very important. The rulers of this period
considered it vital to dominate these castles due to the mountainous geography of northern
Iran and tried hard to capture them. When a ruler could expand his power and overcome
domestic and foreign rivals, he would first try to build or restore the castles of his territory. In
the eighth century of Hijri, King Jalal al-Dawlah Iskandar's action in reviving the Kojur
fortress in the west of Mazandaran, which was destroyed by the Mongols, is one of these
cases. These castles, which are sometimes very old and according to historical texts, some of
them were built even before the arrival of the Arabs in Mazandaran, were built on the
mountain peaks of the Alborz Mountains. For example, the three castles in the village of
Noor, Kojur, and Espe-ruz castle in the Kojur region in the west of Mazandaran were built on
top of a mountain that led to deep and steep valleys from the north and east. Historians'
reports of the Middle Ages include the importance of these three castles in the battles between
the rulers of the west of Mazandaran. For this reason, many reports have been left describing
these castles, which help us find their location. Today, the Polad and Kojur castles are
located, but the Espe-ruiz castle is still unknown. The name of this castle, which some even
consider to be the same as Espe-riiz Castle in the Shahnameh, has been the subject of debate
and, for example, Rabinu stated that he did not know about its location in his travelogue.
Therefore, the present article tries to, after the preliminary discussion, first examine the
importance of the above-mentioned castles in the conflicts of the 9th and 10th centuries of
Hijri, and then, according to the remaining texts and documents, determine the location of the
castle of Espe-riiz.

The golden period of Malik Kiyomars' rule was destroyed by internal disputes and
conflicts between his sons. From the year of Malik Kiyomars' death in 857 AH until the death
of his son Malik Kawas in 871 AH, two branches of Malik Kiyomars' descendants fought
continuously over their father's inheritance without any desirable outcome. Although these
battles were fruitless on the battlefield, Marashi's act of recording his observations of the
place and time of these conflicts was useful for history enthusiasts. Marashi's report of a
village and castle called Espe-riiz raised questions about their location in the minds of
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historians. Especially since the existence of mythological stories around similar names, such
as the Espe-riiz Castle in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh (in the story of the rescue of Kaykaus from
Div-e Sepid), further motivated historians and researchers to find its location. The author is
also among those interested in this subject and in this article has tried to answer this important
question to the best of his ability.

While examining the documents of the old families of Tabaristan for an article on the
Baduspanans, the author came across the name Espe-riiz and the existence of the Espe-riz
Castle in the mountains surrounding the Zanous Forest in the Mazandaran province. Further
examination of documents, historical texts, and research on this subject revealed that there are
two views on the fortress and mountain of Espe-riiz recorded in local documents of Tabaristan
and the fortress of Espe-rtiz mentioned in historical texts. Some researchers such as Rabino
considers its location to be still unknown, and some, such as Professor Manouchehr Sotoudeh,
without mentioning any document, consider the fortress of Espe-riiz to be near Kojur.
However, by observing more historical and archaeological evidence, the author came to the
hypothesis that the village and fortress of Espe-riiz in ancient documents and rumors of the
natives of the region, which had a very special strategic and military position, could be the
same village and fortress of Espe-riiz in historical texts. In this article, an attempt was made to
discuss this important evidence and at least to present this material as a starting point for
continuing research on this subject.
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Figure 1. Right: A photo of Espe-rez Castle taken by the author standing in a a land called
Chaman. Left: A photo with more magnification to see the Espe-rez Castle on the top of the
mountain more clearly
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Figure 2. Right: a photo of the north side of the Espe-rez Castle. Left: a picture of the
southwest side view of the Castle.
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Figure 3. Above: North view of Espe-rez Castle, with the regular stonework walls visible at

the bottom. Bottom: The western view of the castle, where the stone wall around the castle

can be seen more clearly.
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Figure 5. Two observation rooms were built & oS osd wblo S5 b 59y 2 50 ol ol 43,5
aunder the main fort B35 by e dSis g0

Figure 4. "Labe Ker" structure, which is
located on the northwest side of the main
fort. This fort is built on large stones.
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Figure 6. The exterior view of the observation rooms, which overlooks two accessible routes
to the castle, i.e., the northwest (right) and west (left) routes
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Figure 8. Right: the remains of the old bathhouse of the village of the Espe-rez,
which today is buried under the bushes of the forest. Left: The bathroom in Zanous
village is still in use
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Figure 9. Right: a building made of stone and clay in the ruins of the village of the
Espe-rez. Left: remains of the bathhouse in the same village, which is made of stone
and clay.
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Figure 7. Purchase document of mountain pastures located in the mountains around
Zanous village



