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The Khan School is one of the buildings of the Safavid era in Shiraz. This school
was built on a parcel of land known as "Pay-i Tal." Pay-i Tal was part of the
properties of Allahverdi Khan (d. 1613), the governor of Fars during the reign of
Shah Abbas Safavi (1587-1628). However, the construction of the school
continued during the rule of his son, Imam Quli Khan. Imam Quli Khan issued a
deed of endowment for the Khan School on the twenty-fifth of Ramadan 1036
AH/1626 AD, which is the subject of the present article. This deed of endowment
is the most significant historical document of the Khan School, and its study can
be beneficial in understanding some cultural and social transformations in Fars
during the Safavid period. Therefore, this article presents the characteristics of the
original document and the copies of the deed of endowment, and its content is
examined and analyzed using historical evidence. The family of Imam Quli Khan
was abruptly suppressed during Shah Safi’s reign. The sequence of trustees and
the conditions mentioned in the endowment deed of Khan School also provide a
basis for tracing the descendants of Imam Quli Khan in this article. The research
method in this study is descriptive-analytical, and the method of data collection is
both library-based and field-based.The results of this research show that Imam
Quli Khan, shortly before the death of Shah Abbas, endowed a significant portion
of his properties through two endowment deeds, entrusting their management to
his eldest son, Safi Quli Khan. This action was perhaps his strategy to preserve his
legacy. All the endowments of Imam Quli Khan on Khan School are located in
Fars, with the most important being the lands surrounding Khan School, which
were left by Allahverdi Khan. The conditions set by Imam Quli Khan for this
endowment are based on two main axes: first, to strengthen and ensure the Trustee
of Khan School in the name of his eldest son, Safi Quli Khan, and its continuation
within his male descendants; second, the purpose and subject of expenditure of the
endowment's revenues.The endowments of Khan School, also known as the
endowments of Imam Quli Khan, ceased to exist. Nevertheless, the historical
legacy of these endowments and their trustees has resulted in the establishment of
a branch of the Mashsha'i from Khuzestan, referred to as Sadat Mowla, in Shiraz,
and the subsequent development of a neighborhood bearing their name in the
vicinity of Khan School.
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1. Introduction

The Khan School is one of the few extant structures from the Safavid era in Shiraz. Situated
west of the Ishaq Beg Neighborhood, it is considered one of the largest historical schools in
Shiraz. The foundation stone of the Khan School was purportedly laid by Allahverdi Khan,
the governor of Fars during the reign of Shah Abbas Safavid (1587-1628), but its completion
extended into the reign of his son, Imam Quli Khan. Consequently, the school was
constructed in the first half of the 11th century AH.

Upon the demise of Allahverdi Khan, Imam Quli Khan immediately assumed the role of

governor of Fars. Akin to his predecessor, he garnered considerable favor with Shah Abbas
Safavid. Historical sources mention several structures attributed to him in Fars, most of which
have since disappeared. Evidence suggests that the Khan School was part of a relatively
extensive complex of urban buildings and facilities in Shiraz. However, none of these
structures seem to have achieved the fame of the Khan School. Despite its renown, the
association of the Khan School with Imam Quli Khan has been overlooked in history.
The endowment deed of the Khan School is the most important historical document attesting
to Imam Quli Khan's role in the construction and funding of the school. Issued in Ramadan
1036 AH/1626 AD, this deed sheds light on the extent of Imam Quli Khan's endowments and
provides valuable information about the conditions of the endowment and its administration.
The deed also contains other historical information that can be useful for studies in local
history and social history of the Safavid era. Beyond this, the content of the deed reveals the
origin of some narratives and controversies surrounding the Khan School; for example, the
role of the patrons in the construction of the school, which has gained legendary fame among
the public, is derived from the preamble of the deed.

The endowment deed of the Khan School is not unknown and has occasionally been
referenced. Fortunately, the original copy of the deed has survived. This document, which is
in the possession of the descendants of Imam Quli Khan's family, is in the form of a scroll,
with parts of the margins having been lost. The main text of the deed is written in black ink
using the Nasta‘liq script, while most of the Arabic verses and phrases are written in the Ta‘liq
script. The names of the patrons (Allahverdi Khan and Imam Quli Khan) and trusteeship (Safi
Quli Khan) of the school, along with some specific terms, are highlighted in gold within the
text. The text of the endowment deed spans 104 lines. The document also features the
signatures of nearly forty witnesses in the margins. Transcripts of the Khan School's
endowment deed are also available. In this article, the content of the Khan School's
endowment deed is examined based on an image of the original copy.

The article begins with a brief reference to the existing endowment deeds of Imam Quli
Khan. One of these deeds was issued almost simultaneously with the endowment deed of the
Khan School, which has helped in better understanding the latter. Then, the specifications of
the original copy and the transcripts of the deed are addressed. Additionally, the fate of Imam
Quli Khan's endowments and the Trustees of the Khan School up to the contemporary era will
be discussed.

The results of this research show that Imam Quli Khan, shortly before the death of Shah
Abbas, endowed a significant portion of his properties through two endowment deeds,
entrusting their management to his eldest son, Safi Quli Khan. This action was perhaps his
strategy to preserve his legacy. Imam Quli Khan might have been concerned about his fate
after Shah Abbas Safavid. Therefore, in Ramadan 1036 AH, shortly before Shah Abbas's
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death, he endowed his properties to ensure their preservation. However, this measure was not
successful in practice.

Imam Quli Khan's endowments are listed in the endowment deed of the Khan School in
nine clauses. These endowments were located in Shiraz, the southern suburbs of Shiraz,
Siyakh Darengun, Kazerun, and Fasa. All the endowments of Imam Quli Khan on Khan
School are located in Fars, with the most important being the lands surrounding Khan School,
which were left by Allahverdi Khan. The conditions set by Imam Quli Khan for this
endowment are based on two main axes: first, to strengthen and ensure the Trustee of Khan
School in the name of his eldest son, Safi Quli Khan, and its continuation within his male
descendants; second, the purpose and subject of expenditure of the endowment's revenues. For
example, according to the endowment document for the school stipulated two professors in rational
and traditional sciences, each with an annual salary of nine tumans of Tabrizi currency. The school
also required three caretakers and a muezzin, with their salaries determined by the Trustee.
Additionally, the stipend (monthly allowance) for the students, as determined by the professor, ranged
from twenty-five to seventy-five dinars of Tabrizi currency. No student was left without a stipend, but
if they were absent from the school for more than forty days, his stipend would be discontinued.

The endowments of Khan School, also known as the endowments of Imam Quli Khan,
ceased to exist. The administration of the school was also transferred to the female
descendants of Safi Quli Khan, thus falling into the family, known as “Sadat Mowla”.
Also,The fate of these endowments and their administrators led to the settlement of a branch
of the Sadat Mowla family, in Shiraz and the formation of a neighborhood named after them
around the Khan School.
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