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The importance of the manners of sitting and standing of the courtiers
and royal officials in most of the royal gatherings and the significance of
the established patterns for the location of the officials in such meetings
is one of the habitual elements in most of the Iranian courts, which can
be found even in various records and non-textual evidences before and
after the Safavid era. Nevertheless, one of the facts, for which one can
find many proofs and textual evidences in the historiographies and
travelogues' notes from the Safavid era is the order of sitting and
standing of the courtiers and officials in royal gatherings of the Safavid
court, which has been known as in most of the texts of this era as
"Majlis-e Behesht Ayin". These manners has been mentioned frequently
by many historiographers of the Safavid era, and this part of court culture
can be clearly identified in the descriptive writings of travelers as well as
the reports of foreign ambassadors to the Safavid court. Because many of
them have faced this court etiquette and were required to strictly observe
it in the meetings of the Safavid courtiers in the presence of the Shah.
This article is aimed to identify the manners of sitting and standing in the
court meetings, and furthermore is an attempt to extract the pattern of
positions of the courtiers in the presence of the Safavid Shah based on
the historical reports and the instructions mentioned in code of conduct
of the Safavid era. In the final step, by examining the details of the
findings of the prementioned manners of court culture in one of the
frescos of the Chehelston Palace in Isfahan, an attempt is made to
identify some details related to sitting and standing in the gatherings of
the Safavid court.
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1. Introduction

Words like "Majlesiyan" (= Attendees at royal meetings), "Bar-yaftegan" (=Those who have
been granted permission to enter royal meetings) or "Qorb-yeftegan" (=Those who have
received permission to be close to the king) are among the terms that appear very frequently
in the historiographies of the Safavid era. Many pieces of evidence from these texts show that
such terms were used both in reference to the Behesht Ayin assembly as the general gathering
of Safavid king and his courtiers.

Although at first glance such words might be attributed to the literary style of the Safavid

era, the use of such terms in various writings by different authors shows that these words
seems to be more than a word stemmed from the literary taste of the writers, but a common
recognized term in the official language of the Safavid court, referring to special groups and
ranks of courtiers.
Furthermore, in the court manuals from the Safavid era, of which three examples have been
identified so far (= “Dastur al-Moluk”, “Tazkirat al-Moluk™ and “Nasiri’s court manual”),
terms such as “Muqarrab al-Hazrat” (= the elite close to the king) or “Muqarrab al-Khagan”
(= the elite close to the Khagan) are often used as a special court title, indicating the ranking
of courtiers based on their closeness to the Safavid king. The existence of such titles indicates
the existence of a kind of court regulation for ranking courtiers, which must be followed in
royal gatherings.

Among courts manners and etiquettes, numerous references to which are found in various

places in court manuals as highly emphasized regulation, is the “manner of sitting and
standing” of courtiers in the presence of Safavid kings. In other words, the manners of sitting
and standing in Behesht-e-Ain gatherings was considered so important in the Safavid court
that specific detailed instructions were prepared in this respect.
At the first section of this study, the manners of sitting and standing has been addressed on the
basis of the numerous textual evidence regarding this court etiquette in the Behesht Ayin
assembly (= the general gathering of the courtiers) within the prementioned court manuals as
well as the visual representations of these gatherings in the wall paintings of Safavid
governmental monuments in Isfahan. Furthermore, two specific patterns of this court etiquette
has been extrated from court manuals and finally, the findings has been compared with the
existing records in Safavid historiographies on the pratice of such manners by the courtiers in
general gatherings.

The textual and visual evidence examined suggests that there were two seating
arrangements: 1) The two-sided arrangement (comprising the right and left sides of the
assembly, Table 2) and 2) The one-sided arrangement that only included one side of the
assembly. (Table 3)

The two-sided arrangement was undoubtedly used in usual cases of general gatherings, in
which the assembly consisted solely of Safavid king and its courtiers. It is worthy to note that
this pattern were considered as the usual method of sitting and standing at other royal
gatherings. However, when the Safavid king hosted a distinguished guest and his attendants,
all the Safavid courtiers were forced to sit together on one side of the court, facing the guests.
Visual representations of such seating patterns can be seen in the examples of general
gatherings depicted in the inner hall of Chehelsotun Palace in Isfahan.

Given that in the court manuals another place on the left is usually mentioned for the most of
the courtiers who were supposed to be seated on the right, it seems that at the time of the
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compilation of these manuals, the seating place of the guests was generally on the right side
of the Safavid king.

However, it seems that at least until the time of Shah Abbas II, such a rule had not yet
become a court tradition, because among the three large wall paitings of Chehelsotun Palace
that were executed during the time of this Safavid king, in two images the guest and his
attendants are sitting on the right side of the Safavid king (Images 1 and 2), but in the paiting
of the reception of Nadar Mohammad Khan, the guest and his attendants are on the left side of
the king. (Image 3) On the other hand, this difference in the side intended for the guests might
indicate that at least until the date of the execution of these wall paitings in the interior of
Chehelsotun, the guests had to all sit on the same side, but whether they sat on the right or left
side of the assembly depended on the choice of Ishik Aghasibashi of the Divan, who was the
organizer of the assembly.

Knowing the two-sided and one-sided patterns of sitting and standing in the presence of the
Safavid king will help us to directly examine the details of the wall paintings and other
depictions of the Behesht-e-Ayin gatherings, such as the portraits of courtiers, guests and
servants, as well as clothing and reception manners, royal orders, etc. Furthermore, the
portrait of each person can be recognized by locating the depiction of the courtiers in the
paintings based on the place where he sat or stood in the pre-mentioned sitting and standing
patterns and comparing the results with the records of the respectivs gatherings of each
painting in the historiographies of the Safavid era.
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Table 2 - The two-sided pattern of sitting in the Behesht-Ayin assembly
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Table 3 - The one-sided pattern of sitting in the Behesht-Ayin assembly
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Image 1 - Wall painting of the meeting between Shah Tahmasp I and Mughal king
Homayoun, inner hall of Chehelsotun Palace, Isfahan
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Image 2 — Wall paiting of the meeting between Shah Abbas I and Vali Mohammad Khan,
inner hall of Chehelsotun Palace, Isfahan
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Image 3 — Wall paiting of the meeting between Shah Abbas II and Nadar
Mohammad Khan, inner hall of Chehelsotun Palace, Isfahan
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Image 4 - Courtiers seated to the right of Shah Abbas II at the reception for
Nader Mohammad Khan
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Image 5 — Cortiers seatand and with two high-ranking officials standing to the
left of Shah Abbas II at the reception for Nadar Mohammad Khan

o1 Jlaich o Sllas jho 5 dols jho Guale 93 I (bl gy il 0 Jb cal b
&Sl 33,5 o 5b st Landy bybys o wld g Sligy S5 4 o] s oS el
9 2he doxo cplll &d) T pU 4 Dgiiy (Sl 93 Sl cul s, )b 0 4251
Slazily odge p 1y Sos jlo 5 aols juo Cuolio Cuiy & (gl (& o b
0)9 dned (lilgy ol & et | S g Cunss ) 3 oSS g 4 g
el lilsgy JSS a4 o ob wlias S 5l g L & 9 S 0 |y sste
04uS paual 4y Hlud cpl )0 0l 3 Cuaie g3 &S 0)S bl digS pl lgi 0 9y op!

iloss

s 0

o s 3 el 5255 i s i o L i 0055 s
> e o ol > i 3 i ST &y e & (sSUsS
o 4 il plsl 4 0y9d ul l edile (gl @ (gpga mlie g oSS ) goho
Wow 93 SNgm g o )by lacanis jl 45 cpl Obl Gl gl b K0



\al4 YA 2le oylosds AFY lno) g sml oF 5yl 8 Jlw (o, pole sliiung
S5l sgio 0y9 (slacs izl oy 4 5 (s)ldy plie Sl Jols sl 2T e
IR Sl 493y bl K3 sl 0)9> (ol Gpgal @lie 9 bao)SS 5 g
# gl 5l )y S ol G B uls a8 cél cund gt )by Smy
G b glidg mle I S p g Cul 4Bl g o pbl sla jingh

Alodgss (5o s JB Slij nl whd sl 2o

Lo 45 355 o 4tiS ol jg> )3 (5o ()l 22T 4 48 oges Cusl (o (plCuigy el ] )
Ol 5 g e 299 0976 Alaz ) (ols Ol g Sliy it o o] ()15 2 g AL ey ol 0 o3 (e
cowlw] ooy (ol ccidng il (6,500 polis b ulore () (2wl 039y (3285 (e Ol g by pbiag! b
35 N8 o)kl 3,90 5 s cal 3l aglie 5 085 o) (L o)l bl ) bl el A e i
033 (§5ho 0y93 (gte ) Sy (Sl dalu b €l Cudi? oS5 (g witan Ples SNl (Sen 18
Do g0

Ol ol 23,5 Baa L (addia (oladunds plgie & €oml St gl (o2 9 i 1 e (25T (6l
oedore Sl 059> g Lad S)5 (1Y) L Blacescs By 5 (Ao iady (siaie a8 ol (g Ay
YN ol oSl sl pgle 5 Slosl aaSitihy) ()b pole sletimgs (550 s Sy Jlo goomo) plcaiae
YO--Y¥Y

Gy olygiws SO B o dw p» 4S8 Sl ol piiio g (olwlid (oo 090 | (65l Aolygied dw ST Y
Faslole g iwn (g0 )9 10 (1) colio ALl c2lgo LS 5 QLA )Ll 0gas (3)S asie
e e 31 %3 plice dluy 5 s)ball s ple Sl 1 e 4y «Sglall )y daous 100 aigs «Sglolls S350
(Ve 0 @by ieie) 90 0)93 cuolio clge 5 Uil 03l (g el (B

VYO [ 5 EYV-FPY o) il il job oSl 4 e 0B 1558 pwlie allS pouiid g Caann 3B dliline jaen gl Y
(e

OB ey g pgd (b ol Jlud Glojys B e )S g pb I (> Ml c(s5im 093 sbacs g )b > F

o Cawd d

Xbe

OIS eSS (g i e cspdo G lll old )10 0 Sl )5S gedee SIS (YOYV) 5 gl
Ol oy Gl g ol Liss] duwo

chlasl g e ¥ o) cubad Jds omas (e @)U (VVF) come o dooee Jadllgl (it
olige

o2yt ddl (S5 denl sman @Ml 5 ol ) (60,58 ol @B (WWAP) s 0 gye8 late 5 s>
oS wlusl 15 Sug il

b ot 5T ol oo @By sledJlo) g)lsd] mashs daz i (IYVF) bl o ilaas i 2l
opSe Sy (g (e wdls e igonas 5V AD L

9 &l oleilo (g (s pel bl s dp igomas ((SBE jand (VYY) .8 sgls o (5 Iy eslold
ool 3L g Fim i lje o Ll



G50 5l 0508 (S lodd,S 15 ydliw] g Crimwwis Ol YV

Lot L jhao 193 i dlse Jlue pouas MBI pow)y (IVFF) Lo cp Mo Cpucdlyl ¢ oo
Olpl K yd bty oyl a5 o SSAS

5 b OlwSim 8 )l ¢ Sl gbrd yane ipouas ol Juslow! ol ((VYAY) LpumlBiazcs ¢« g3LLS ol
.L;m)l.é QJI

L2y ol @l Jly Cbile p plhaiecalo 5 Jb) )by 45y bijl (V) e by sirede
YY-5 B Al E)Lo.w Y E)s.) ol :\.u.’?bf ;(d \\~&—\~YV) 69.0.@ uLo.o.L.u ol 2)93 2

(ol ds g dilChw pouas (Mo Mo aslije, b (awlie )l VWFF) idazo cpdll UM Mo c(g33 oo
VPR J{ el

Pl ale g Sl asgome) o)l 8 GLidl gl sgomae dad) 1o Sslollygis (IWA-) dad, 1j e
Al lisl dgeme 118> ldgBae Uiy ¢yl yo5

e« o3ll5S Lo iyt o SudsSim o Jaslowl sase imas «Sslall 5t (IYAD) xid, Ijpeo
)l 90l Olig ol 5 ( JS b jgaie

Shlisl ceedio o) ) g znas digho (ebMw 0)93 calye 5 CWI(VYY) (B (e 1o sy
Ao (wgdyd oSl

o olo QUS (goho yib yi )3 gt iz EU (BB (lloxe oy (VAR 5l 8 0928 il e S
APV Y as il N0+ 8yled

30 VYA =YYY) pgd polie ol g b ol loj )3 lpl s A ((VYAY) cchwgs doxe ¢ Sloduol dllg
(S plia g b1 eosl )6 (s Lo phooma iz

tmsge e DBl Lo e I dedie 5 gt @yl Blog )b (WWAA) diligs o pisd] Gl
Ol sk ol g el L]

Open, J. 1978. Report of the Ambassador of Portugal at the Court of Shah
Sultan Hossein Safavi, translated by Parvin Hakemat. Tehran: University
of Tehran Publishing and Printing Institute. [In Persian].

Bihaki, Abul-Fazl Muhammad ibn Husayn. 1995. The History of Bihaki,
edited by Khalil Khatib Rahbar, 3 volumes, Tehran: Mahtab Publications.
[In Persian].

Jahiz, Abu Othman Amr ibn Bahr. 1995. Crown: The Art of Governance in
Iran and Islam, edited by Ahmad Zaki Pasha, translated by Habibullah
Nobakht, Tehran: Ashiyaneh Book. [In Persian].

Haji Khalifa, Mustafa ibn Abdullah. 1997. Translation of the Calendar of
Histories (Chronicle of Major World Events from Creation to the Year
1085 AH), edited by Mir Hashim Mohaddith, Tehran: Written Heritage.
[In Persian].

Shamlou, Valigoli ibn Davudqoli. 1995. Qasas al-Khaghani, edited by
Seyyed Hasan Sadat Nasiri, Tehran: Printing and Publishing
Organization of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance. [In
Persian].

Sabi, Abul-Hasan Hilal ibn Mohsen.1967. Customs of the Capital, edited by
Mikhail Awad, translated by Mohammad Reza Shafiei Kadkani, Tehran:
Iran Culture Foundation. [In Persian].



YA FA ol oyl FoF limoj g b o 55l 3% Jlw o 5,6 pole slesiung}y

Qasemi Gonabadi, Mohammad Qasim.2005. Shah Ismailnameh, edited by
Jaafar Shoja Kihaani, Tehran: Academy of Persian Language and
Literature. [In Persian].

Mashhadi Rafi, A.2022. Representation of the Rank of Court Officials in the
Correspondence of Court Figures in Iran and India during the Reign of
Shah Soleiman Safavi (1077-1105 AH), Document Treasury, Volume 32,
Issue 2, pp. 6-24. [In Persian].

Monajjem Yazdi, Mulla Jalal al-Din Muhammad.1987. Abbasid History or
the Journal of Mulla Jalal, edited by Seyfollah Vahidnia. Tehran: Vahid
Publishing. [In Persian].

Mirza Rafi'a.2001. The Rules of Kings by Mirza Rafi'a, edited by Iraj
Afshar, History Office (Collection of Historical Documents and
Resources), Tehran: Foundation of Dr. Mahmoud Afshar's Endowment,
Volume 1. [In Persian].

Mirza Rafi'a.2006. The Rules of Kings, edited by Mohammad Ismail
Marchinkovski, translated by Ali Kordabadi, introduction by Mansour
Sefatgol, Tehran: Ministry of Foreign Affairs. [In Persian].

Nasiri, M. A. N. 1991. Titles and Salaries during the Safavid Dynasty, edited
by Youssef Rahimlu, Mashhad: Ferdowsi University Press. [In Persian].

Nikbin, Sara; F. F.2010. An Examination of the Painting Sessions at the
Chehel Sotoun Palace within the Context of Safavid Art, Art Monthly,
Issue 150, Esfand, pp. 103-94. [In Persian].

Wali Isfahani, M. Y.2003. Celestial Garden: Iran during the Reign of Shah
Safi and Shah Abbas II (1071-1038 AH), edited by Mohammad Reza
Nasiri, Tehran: Cultural Heritage and Historical Figures Association. [In
Persian].

Vasaf al-Hadra, Abdullah.2009. The History of Vasaf al-Hadra, edited and
introduced by Alireza Hajiyan Nejad, Tehran: University of Tehran
Publishing and Printing Institute. [In Persian].




