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Article Info Abstract

Local influential families, depending on their status and various actions, have always
Article Type: been among the influential provincial groups. Awareness of the actions, power
Research Article elements, and the contexts of status continuity these families is essential for

understanding and analyzing historical events. the Sadat Sharifi Hosseini Shirazi
family, with a presence of several centuries (1375-1963), held various influential
Article History: positions in politics (including law enforcement...), religion (such as custodianship of
Shah Cheragh Shrine..), and society (serving as the spiritual leader of the Sufi
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s Julv. 204 Zahabiya order), and were among the multifaceted influential families Therefore,
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given the influential presence of the Sharifi Hosseini family, this study employs a
descriptive analytical method, utilizing historical sources to examine the activities
and engagements of this family. The findings of this study indicate that the family,

In Revised Form: by relying on their unique attributes such as hereditary legitimacy, accumulated

8, July, 2025 administrative experience, and through interactions with the ruling political powers
attained the highest positions within the structure of Fars, the simultaneous
combination of the leadership of the Zahabiya Sufi order and the custodianship of the

Accepted: Shah Cheragh shrine in certain members of this family, such as Mirza Abd al-Nabi

11, July, 2025 (1738-1815), Mirza Abolgasem Raz (1797-1869), and Majd al-Ashraf (1827-1912),
led to a significant increase in their status and influence in Fars. On the other hand,
their involvement in cultural activities played a significant role in enhancing their
social status. The findings also provide precise information about the actions and
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1.Introduction

The analysis and examination of historical events in Fars, most of which family-centered, require an
understanding of the influential local families and an explanation of their prominent characteristics.
Local influential families, as an integral part of Fars society, traditionally held political,
administrative, religious, and judicial positions through hereditary succession. In the political sphere,
they played an undeniable role in stability and coordination of local governance and maintaining order
in the local community, especially during transitional periods between the rise and fall of
governments. During transitional periods, when the central government collapsed, these families
effectively took control of regional governance, wielding executive power. In the social sphere, local
influential families, holding positions tied to the daily activities of people from various social classes,
acted as intermediaries between political authorities and the population in various events, gaining
significant credibility and influence through their role as social intermediaries. Additionally, the
actions and activities of local influential families shaped the political and social environment of Fars,
with many historical events occurring as a direct outcome of their engagement.

The deeply rooted Sadat Sharifi Hosseini family, present in Fars from the eighth century AH, was
among the most influential families, which can be considered a multifaceted dynasty, its
administrative and intellectual activities spanned across diverse political, religious, and social spheres.

Throughout their history, this family held a long list of bureaucratic, religious, and cultural positions.
The simultaneous occupation of multiple political and social positions by several of its members was
one of their most distinctive characteristics; For example, Mirza Mohammad Hossein Sharifi, a
prominent member of the family, held the offices of Governor, Chief Constable, and Custodian of the
Shah Cheragh Shrine simultaneously, being a key political figure in Fars during the Afsharid era,
especially after the death of Nader Shah. Other notable members include Mirza Habibollah Sharifi
(Custodian of Shah Cheragh Shrine, Chief Constable, Judge) and Mirza Abolqasem Sharifi Raz (1797-
1869), who was the Custodian of Shah Cheragh Shrine and the leader of the Zahabiya Sufi order.

The continuity of positions within this family was remarkable, as the custodianship of the Shah
Cheragh shrine remained between the members from the 10th to the 14th century AH. Due to the
social and religious status, the family was highly respected by the ruling powers, and as well as their
political and bureaucratic roles, they were also active and influential in cultural and social affairs.
Despite the great significance of this family in the history of Fars, no independent research has been
conducted on them so far, most sources and studies only providing scattered and general references to
some members of the family.

The most significant research on this subject is a book titled Cheragh-e Iman (light of belief) or
Golchin-e Sharifi, written by Ebrahim Sharifi Hosseini (a descendant of Mirza Abolqasem Sharifi
Hosseini, known by the pen name Raz) in 1344 SH (1965 AD), containing valuable and insightful
material, primarily focusing on legal disputes and conflicts between the descendants of the family with
the custodianship of the Shah Cheragh shrine during the Pahlavi era. Asadollah Khavari, another
affiliate of the family, also wrote a book titled “Zahabiya: Scientific Sufism — Literary Works”, in
which he refers to the spiritual leaders of the Zahabiya order within this family and their literary
contributions, but does not focus on the social, political, and religious activities of these leaders and
other members of the Sharifi Hosseini family. As the author himself acknowledges: "I am not a
historian and do not aim to conduct historical research, especially since this book transcends time and
place, as its discussions revolve around prominent figures in science, literature, philosophy, wisdom,
Sufism, and mysticism, as well as their works and writings." (Khavari, 1983: 355).

Given the absence of an independent and comprehensive study on this family, efforts have been made
to address this subject based on primary family sources (records of the custodianship of Shah Cheragh
and Khanqgah-e Ahmadi) as well as other historical sources relevant to the topic. Therefore, this
research aims to analyze and examine the continuity of status and the multifaceted roles of this family
within three main domains: local politics, religious administration, and Sufi-affiliated activities by
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addressing the following questions: 1) How did the process of formation and continuity of the Sharifi
Hosseini family's position within the structure of local power 2) which influential factors and sources
contributed to the continuity of their roles and the consolidation of their status?.3) In which contexts
and circumstance was their status and influence challenged?

It appears that the continuity of status and active role of the Sadat Sharifi Hosseini Shirazi family
throughout the historical transformations of Fars was influenced by several factors. These included
access to sources of religious legitimacy; effective presence in stabilized local institutions such as
administrative and security positions such as minister, governor, chief constable, court scribe,
secretary and etc, as well as religious offices, Sheikh al-Islam office, Friday Imamate, judicial
positions; and a positive historical memory within the local community, based on their cultural legacy
and prominent scholars. Institutions such as the custodianship of religious shrine, local administrative,
and their affiliation with the Zahabiya Sufi order provided the grounds and frameworks for the
continuity and reconstruction of the family's position in political, social, and cultural
arenas.conversely,the presence of rival influential in political arena posed a significant challenge to
their position.
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