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One of the most significant discussion in history science is examination, and critique
of historians' historiography and the extent and manner in which they utilize
theological rules of theology and religious belief. when history and theology conflict
some of these historians set aside history in favor of theology. Undoubtedly, every
historian can use theological data as evidence and proof alongside other historical
evidences, reasons and documents but the problem of some historians is that they
consider theology and beliefs as definitive and final document, denying or justifying
any historical report that conflicts with their beliefs, and attack the narrators of these
reports under the pretext of Shiism. One of these theological rules that some Sunni
historians have relied on in their historiography and have denied or justified all
historical documents in favor of it is the rule of "being a companion". The aim of
this research is to examine the extent and nature of the influence of this theological
rule on the historiography of two groups of contemporary Sunni historians and to
criticize it. Contemporary Sunni historians are divided into two groups in relying on
theological rules or relying on historical documents. For the first group, who are
called historians, Taha Husein and Abulala AlMaududi have been selected. For the
second group, we have selected Muhammad Sallabi and Munir Ghadban as
theologian-historians. The main research question: To what extent have historians
and theologians-historians used the rule of "being a companion" and what are the
consequences of using this rule? The method of this research is descriptive-
analytical and comparative. Some results obtained are: Historians have not benefited
from this rule, but theologian-historians, instead of relying on historical evidence,
have benefited this rule as a definitive reason, evidence and document, therefore
they have not been able to present an objective, scientific and refined history.

Cite this The Author (s): Ahmadian, Hamid; Montazerolghaem,

Asghar; Chelongar, Mohammadali (2025-2026)

Comparison of Historians' and Theologians' Views on the Rule of "Companionship" in Historiography, a Case Study:
Muhammad Sallabi, Munir Ghadban, Taha Husein and Abulala Almaududi, Vol.17, No 2, Serial No0.40 — Autumn & Winter:
(25-50)- DOI:10.22059/jhss.2025.386212.473758

m Publisher: Unversity of Tehran

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_102836.html?lang=en


https://orcid.org/0000-0006-1968-4862
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0988-1476
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9632-7291
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_102836.html?lang=en
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_102836.html?lang=en
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_102836.html?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_102836.html?lang=en
https://orcid.org/0000-0006-1968-4862�
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0988-1476�
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9632-7291�
https://creativecommons.org/�
https://creativecommons.org/�

26 Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.17, No 2, Serial No.40 — Autumn & Winter, 2025-2026

Introduction

There are two different approaches in analyzing historical events. Some historians, relying
solely on the history, try to shed light on the darkness of past events, refining their minds and
consciences from religious, theological, and theological attachments, and focus solely on
historical data, documents, evidences, and reports. Others, who see historical accounts in
conflict with their religious and theological beliefs rely on the theology and its data, justifying
historical data and documents, or attempting to deny them. Undoubtedly, every historian can
use theological data as evidence and proof or documents alongside other historical documents
and reasons, but the problem of these historians is that they consider theology and beliefs as
definitive and final evidence and document, denying or justifying any historical report,
evidence and document that conflicts with it, and attack the narrators of these reports under
the pretext of Shiism. One of these theological rules that some Sunni historians have relied on
in their historiography and have denied or justify all historical documents in favor of it is the
rule of "being a companion". For the first group, who are called historians, Taha Husein and
Abulala Almaududi have been selected. For the second group, we have selected Muhammad
Sallabi and Munir Ghadban as theologian-historians.

The objectives of the research are to explain the extent to which historians and theologians-
historians use the rule of being a companion in their historiography, as well as to explain the
consequences of using the rule of "being a companion". The research questions are: To what
extent have historians and theologians-historians used the rule of being a companion in their
historiography, and what is consequences of using the rule of "being a companion"?

The importance of the issue becomes clear when we witness the conflict and disagreement
which has a long history between Islamic sects in modern life and in our lived experience. In
recent years, extremist movements have further fueled these sectarian differences, and
fundamentalist groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS have killed many innocent people. Some of
these historical conflicts and disputes are rooted in the approach of Muslim historians to
history; Because the metahistorical view of the Prophet's companions and the portraying them
as innocent and perfect people and purifying them from any sin have caused some Muslims to
be unable to endure criticizing the companions, and if somebody criticize them they condemn
the critics to death by declaring them as unbeliever. If historians instead of analyzing Islamic
figures with a metahistorical manner and instead of using theological data about these figures
and explore and evaluate and criticize historical data, they can present a more reasonable
picture of the history of Islam and its figures. By understanding each other's historical
approaches and theological foundations and studying and criticizing them without bias, we
can reach a relative understanding and take a few steps forward towards achieving Islamic
unity. This research can be a model for historians and researchers in the field of history to
understand the relationship between history and theology and to recognize the scope of
utilizing theological data in historiography.

The reason for choosing these historians is that each of them has been influential in the
Islamic world in some way. Historians who have a theological approach have constantly
sought to justify the actions of the Companions, especially the rulers, in such a way that they
even justify the actions of persons like Muawiyah and Yazid, and by doing so, they incite
extremist and Salafi movements, hence analyzing and criticizing them is necessary. On other
hand, historians who have a historical approach have been attacked by theologians-historians
to the point the historian like Taha Husein has even been excommunicated, so we have
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selected these historians to explain their viewpoint and compare it with the viewpoint of
theologians-historians.

A search conducted so far has not found any research that discusses the effect of the
theological rule of "being a companion" on the historiography of these four historians, but
some researchers have explained or criticized the views of some of these historians very
briefly:

1. Berri (1998): In a book titled: Taha Husein and the Caliphs, a literary presentation and
criticism of Islamic and Arabic events, in the book Al-Fitnah Al-Kubra and Ali and his sons.
Beri criticizes Taha Husein's view of the caliphs with a theological perspective and accuses
him of not respecting the sanctity of the caliphs and the companions.

2. Al-Awwada (1439): In an article titled The disagreement of Companions Between Al-
Shanqithi's Principle and Muhammad al-Ghadban's Narration, this researcher explains
Muhammad al-Ghadban's historiography. He criticizes Munir al-Ghadban's view about
Companions and calls it unhistorical.

Neither of the two studies above has compared or criticized the historians and theologian-
historians.

Some results obtained: Munir Ghadban and Muhammad Sallabi, instead of using theological
data as a source of history and as evidence they have considered theological rules as the only
final and definitive evidence and document and have denied or justify any historical report
that conflicts with these rules. These historians, with their theological approach to history,
have failed to present an objective, scientific, and factual history, or to be close to the truth.
On the other hand, historical documents, sources, and reports do not confirm the conclusions
reached by these historians. In other words, the picture has been presented by these historians
about the Companions and their era does not correspond to historical sources, and in fact,
instead of writing history, these historians have resorted to making history by relying on
theological rules. On the contrary, the history and historiography of historians, namely Taha
Husein and Abualala al maududi, unlike the historiography of theologian-historians, is more
consistent with historical documents and reports, more scientific, more objective, and more
compatible with the logic of historical science. The image that theologian-historians have
drawn of the companions and their era has been based solely on religious narrations and
teachings, and considering them as definitive documents and evidence, which has caused
these historians to approach history with value judgments and theological assumptions. What
has been absent in their historiography is the objectivity of history.
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