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After the death of Ilkhan Abu Sa’id in 736 AH, the western parts of the his territory from the
Persian Gulf to the Caucasus came under the command of the Jalayerid dynasty, which
founded by Sheikh Hassan (736-757 AH). It was begun a new period in history of the dynasty
after the death of the Jalayirid Sultan Ahmad in 813 AH. Due to progress of the Qaraquyunlu
chiefs in Iraq, the Jalayerid survivors fled from Baghdad to Khuzestan, led by Tundi-Sultan.
They continued the Jalayerid rule as a local government in Khuzestan and southern Iraq,
centered in Shushtar (and later, Hilla), for more than two decades (814-835 AH).

The latter part of the history of the Jalayerids has received less attention, since traditional
Iranian historiography does not pay much attention to the descendants of a dynasty; therefore,
there is still no consensus about the names of these rulers, the arrangement and duration of
their rule. Older scholars such as Howorth, Igbal, and Bayani have provided a brief and
confusing account of the history of the remnants of the Jalayerids. Later scholars such as
Jackson, Rajabzadeh, John Smith, Bosworth, and Patrick Wing, among others, have only
briefly mentioned the existence of the dynasty, but have not said anything about the details of
their rule. While to examine the history and political structure of the dynasty, this study,
attempts to answer to the question of what components and factors were effective in the
formation and continuation of the Jalayerid government of Khuzestan?

By a descriptive-analytical method, this historical study analyzed the data, which has been
collected by taking notes from various historical, literary, and biographical sources, as well as
coins found from that period. The findings of this study show that Sheikh Ali's descendants,
as another branch of the Jalayerid dynasty, ruled Khuzestan and southern Iraq for a little over
two decades (814-835 AH). Their most important rulers, Mahmud (814-816 AH), Uwais Il
(818-824 AH), and Muhammad (824-827 AH), were the three sons of Shah walad b. Sheikh
Ali, who ascended the throne one after the other with the sponsorship and guidance of Tundi-
Sultan, the daughter of Sultan Hussein and Shah walad's widow. Of course, this lady herself
officially took charge of the government for about three years (816-818 AH), issuing sermons
and coins in her name. Some of the factors that paved the way for the establishment of this
dynasty include: Sheikh Ali's ruling precedent in Khuzestan, the political isolation of the
region, and the cautious policy of the Timurids towards the expansionism of the Qaraquyunlu.
Then, by subjugating the Arab tribes of southern Iraq, they added the cities of Basra, Wasit,
and the areas between them to their territory.

This dynasty deprived from the local-social support, as a result of the rule in a foreign land,
the racial incompatibility with the inhabitants of the ruled territory, the weakness of the
legitimacy of the power. Because, they could not obtain the necessary legitimacy for power
through the methods common in that period, due to numerous factors. On the one hand, it was
failed their attempt to attribute themselves to the Mongols and Genghis by restoring and
reviving the previous structure of the Jalayerid government. On the other hand, the young
sultans of the dynasty, were neither able to establish social security in the territory under their
rule nor were they able to continue the family lineage, due to their short life spans and
preoccupation with intra-family conflicts and conflicts with the Qaraquyunlu. In addition,
with the changing conditions of the time, the policy of the Timurid court towards them also
changed from tolerance to hostility. As a result, they were left alone in the face of the
increasing power of the Qaraquyunlu in Iraq led by Espand Mirza. Also, Sultan Hussein's
(827-835 AH) efforts were failed to restore the dynasty's power by establishing security in the
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territory, reopening the Hajj route, and establishing kinship with the Arab tribes. Finally, the
dynasty came to an end by Espand Mirza.
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