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The present brief study revisits a document dated 1233 AH, concerning
Mirza Mansur Khan Behbahani, the governor of Behbahan and
Kohgiluyeh during the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar. The narrative of the
document is as follows: initially, Mirza Sultan Mohammad Khan, father
of Mirza Mansur, constructed his governmental residence on a piece of
land of uncertain ownership known as the “Bagh-e Mir Shah Mir.”
Subsequently, his son, Mirza Mansur Khan Behbahani, built his own
governmental residence on another section of the same land. At the same
time, he undertook an investigation to determine the legal owners of the
property. It was established that the land belonged to two families of the
Tabatabai Sayyids, from whom he purchased the land and formally
settled the ownership. The present document represents the sale contract
and settlement agreement of this land. Mirza Mansur Khan belonged to
the lineage of the governors of Behbahan and was a prominent political
figure in Fars during the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar, having also lived
through part of Mohammad Shah’s reign. His daughter, Gowhar Taj
Begum, was married to Najaf Qoli Mirza Vali, son of Hossein Ali Mirza
Farmanfarma. Among the significant events in Mirza Mansur Khan’s life
was the visit of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar to the region of Behbahan and
Kohgiluyeh in 1245 AH due to certain disturbances in the province of
Fars. Mirza Mansur Khan was entrusted with guiding the royal entourage
during this journey. A letter dated 1245 AH, bearing the seal of
Farmanfarma, was addressed to Mirza Mansur Khan, reporting on the
Shah’s visit to the area and assuring him of safety and order. This letter
was part of the archives of Sardar Amjad Mansouri Tabatabai and was
recently donated to the Central Library of the University of Tehran. As it
is currently under restoration and organization, it has not yet been
cataloged.
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1. Introduction

The present study revisits and examines the document pertaining to the Dar al-Hukuma of
Behbahan, a building established in the early Qajar period. The initial construction was
undertaken by Mirza Sultan Mohammad Khan Tabatabai. Later, when his son, Mirza Mansur
Khan Tabatabai, assumed governance, he constructed another building to serve as the Dar al-
Hukuma. The governance or local authority of Behbahan was held by the Tabatabai family
from the Timurid period through the Qajar era—except during the Zand period. This family
belongs to the lineage of the Al-Mahl Sayyids and descends from Imam Yahya al-Hadi al-
Haqq, a Zaidi imam of Yemen. Their prominent ancestor, Isma’il al-Qadi, migrated from
Yemen to Baghdad, where he temporarily held the office of Chief Judge. Toward the late
fourth or early fifth century AH, he moved from Baghdad to Arjan in Fars. His descendants
settled there and in a nearby village called “Bakan,” adopting the local designation.

Following the destruction of Arjan and the establishment of Behbahan, the family
relocated to Behbahan, where they became widely known as the Sayyids of Behbahan.
Throughout history, this lineage enjoyed the attention and favor of the reigning rulers, with
the governance of Behbahan and Kohgiluyeh repeatedly entrusted to them. According to
historical records, the Tabatabai family held administrative authority over this region during
the Timurid, Aq Qoyunlu, Qara Qoyunlu, Safavid, Afsharid, and Qajar periods. It was
commonly remarked in Behbahan that the Tabatabai family had governed the city for seven
centuries.

During the post-Safavid interregnum, they allied with Mohammad Hassan Qajar,
supporting the Qajar claim to the throne. Consequently, they resisted the rule of Karim Khan
Zand. Mirza Alireza Khan Tabatabai fortified himself in Behbahan, leading Karim Khan
Zand, in 1170 AH, to lay siege to the city to punish him. Eventually, with the rise of the
Qajars, Mirza Sultan Mohammad Khan was appointed governor of Behbahan and
Kohgiluyeh, during which he established the Dar al-Hukuma.

The document under study, dated 1233 AH, pertains to the early governance of Mirza
Mansur Khan and records his foundation of the Dar al-Hukuma on land of unknown
ownership. It follows the earlier construction of the initial Dar al-Hukuma by his father, Mirza
Sultan Mohammad Khan, also on land without a clearly documented owner. Upon further
investigation, it became evident that the lands of both buildings belonged to two branches of
the Tabatabai family: the heirs of Mir Mohammad Ali Tabatabai and those of Mir Mojtaba
Tabatabai. Mirza Mansur Khan purchased the land for both his and his father’s Dar al-
Hukuma from these two families. The document itself represents a formal contract of sale and
settlement concerning this land.

The document indicates that the land in question was locally known in Behbahan as “Jay-
e-Bustan Mirshah Mir” and “Chahab-e Mir Shah Mir.” The sellers, representing themselves
and with power of attorney from other heirs, sold the land to Mirza Mansur Khan Tabatabai
for thirty Tabrizi tomans and ten man of husked rice (equivalent to one man in Behbahan,
approximately 63 kilograms). The sale was formalized and settled in this manner.

Another significant aspect of this document is the certification provided by the
contemporary scholars and jurists of Behbahan, whose signatures and seals appear in the
margins of the document. Among them are Sayyid Zain al-Abidin ibn Mohammad al-
Mousawi, Mohammad ibn Mohammadreza al-Tabatabai, Mohammad Shafi ’ibn Hossein Ali,
and Abd Ali ibn Ali Naqi al-Bahrani, attesting to the authenticity and legitimacy of the
transaction.
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In summary, this document not only illuminates the construction history of the Dar al-
Hukuma in Behbahan but also provides invaluable insight into the socio-political prominence
of the Tabatabai family, their longstanding administrative authority, and their interactions
with local elites and ruling dynasties. It further highlights the pivotal role this influential
family played in shaping regional governance, exerting significant influence on political
relationships, and maintaining continuity within the administrative structure of Behbahan
across generations.
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