University of Tehran Prees

Historical Sciences Studies ——

Online ISSN: 2676-3370

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/

Shipbuilding Industry in Islamic Civilization (1st Century AH - Mediterranean Basin)

Omid Mardukhi’, Sajad Dadfar 2 Mahdi Ezzati’®

1. Graduated with a master's degree in Islamic History, Department of Historical Sciences, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran. Email: omid14262@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Historical Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Razi
University, Kermanshah, Iran, Email: sdadfar@razi.ac.ir

3.Assistant Professor, Department of Historical Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Razi University,
Kermanshah, Iran. Email: ezatimehdi@razi.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:
1, April, 2025

In Revised Form:
2, August, 2025

Accepted:
1, November, 2025

Published Onlin:
12, January, 2026

Keywords:
Islamic

Mediterranean,
shipbuilding,
seafaring

civilization,
Muslims, Byzantium,

This research, which was conducted using a historical method and a descriptive-
analytical approach, examines the history of the shipbuilding industry in Islamic
civilization in the first century AH and in the Mediterranean Sea basin. In fact,
the main question of the present research is how the development and evolution
of the shipbuilding industry in Islamic civilization in the first century AH and in
the Mediterranean Sea basin was? The research findings show that the idea of
expanding the Islamic territory, along with protecting the conquered countries,
interested Muslims in entering the shipbuilding industry and creating a naval
fleet. In the meantime, the Mediterranean Sea had a special place for them due to
its economic and strategic importance. Muslims set foot on this sea in the first
century AH. After their initial encounters with the powerful Byzantine fleet, the
Muslim conquerors tried to establish their dominance over this sea by hiring
local craftsmen and using their knowledge, while creating and developing the
shipbuilding industry. The result of this was the establishment of numerous
shipbuilding workshops in regions such as the Levant, Egypt, and North Africa,
which Muslims called "Dar al-Sina'ah." In addition to facilitating maritime
conquests, the shipbuilding industry later played an important role in expanding
Muslim economic, social, and cultural relations with other parts of the world.
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1. Introduction
One of the industries that is considered important and significant in Islamic civilization is the

shipbuilding industry. In fact, Muslims used this industry to advance in various political,
military, economic, and social spheres over the centuries. Muslims were initially familiar with
shipbuilding and navigation to some extent. The most important reasons for this familiarity
include the geographical location of the Arabian Peninsula, the history of Arab trade, and
their familiarity with the trade routes of ancient lands that passed through this island, as well
as the presence of Iranian and Greek ships in the seas that surrounded the peninsula.
However, as Ibn Khaldun points out in the introduction to his book, at first the Arabs were not
very skilled in the shipbuilding industry, and the Franks and Romans had a longer history in
shipbuilding technology and were more skilled in this industry. In the early stages, Muslims
had chosen land conquests. However, with the spread of Islam in various states and the need
to protect those areas, their attention to the shipbuilding and navigation industries and
maritime conquests increased. Although some caliphs initially opposed shipbuilding and the
presence of Muslims in the seas, over time, and given the conditions of the time and the
Islamic conquests in the lands of Egypt and the Levant and the beginning of naval wars in the
Mediterranean islands, a strong need was felt to create organized and strong naval facilities.
As a result, opposition gradually decreased and Muslims benefited from the experience of
other nations such as the Persians, Romans, and Egyptians to learn the shipbuilding industry
and maritime technology. The result of this was that they gradually became skilled in
shipbuilding technology and opened their naval power to the world, especially in the
Mediterranean area. In fact, Muslims entered a new stage of conquests that required the use of
new techniques and tools of war in the seas. Thus, they achieved victories in naval battles
against Rome, which should be attributed to the expansion of the shipbuilding industry or, as
the saying goes, the Dar al-Sina'ah among Muslims. Shipbuilding spread throughout the
Islamic world and in ports such as Syria, Acre, Tyre, Tripoli, and then Beirut and Alexandria,
and gradually these areas became centers of Muslim shipbuilding. In such a way that the
superiority of Muslims over the Mediterranean islands should be attributed to this issue. The
importance of the Mediterranean Sea in Islamic civilization is such that Muslim historians and
geographers have paid special attention to this sea in their works and have chosen numerous
names for it. The Mediterranean Sea has been important throughout history in political,
military, and economic aspects, and for this reason, battles have occurred for domination of
that region. In fact, domination of the Mediterranean as a bridge between the three continents
of Asia, Europe, and Africa was considered as superiority and domination over the three
continents. This issue played an important role in the attention of Muslims and their focus on
the conquests of this region. Muslims, who were not familiar with naval battles and
shipbuilding in their historical background, gradually, due to military, political, and economic
necessities, employed experts and benefited from their knowledge to establish shipbuilding
centers and create a naval fleet. This played a vital role in their victories and progress in this
region. This issue led researchers and scholars of Islamic history to study and analyze the
performance of Muslims in the naval conquests of early Islam in later years. Since these
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studies are generally focused on the issue of Muslim naval conquests, they have less
examined the various aspects of these conquests in a problem-oriented and specialized
manner. Therefore, given the limitations of research on the shipbuilding industry in Islamic
civilization, this study aims to examine and analyze, using primary sources and new research,
the history of the shipbuilding industry among Muslims, how and why they entered this field
in the first century AH in the Mediterranean Sea basin, and its role in the Muslim naval
victories in this region.
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