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Makoran was a vast territory in southeastern Iran between the third and
eighth centuries AH, encompassing a large part of present-day Baluchistan.
During the aforementioned centuries, numerous political fluctuations and
changes occurred in eastern and southeastern Iran, and numerous
governments with diverse borders and political structures came to power. On
the other hand, the extent of the states, the definition of the states in more
detail, and the determination of the boundaries and boundaries of the states
were also areas of disagreement among geographers. Given the extent of the
state of Makoran during this period, the changing political structure and
borders of the governments, and the lack of direct visits by geographers to
Makoran during that period, the question arises as to how the geographical
texts from the third to eighth centuries AH described the land of Makoran.
Since most geographers from the third to the eighth century AH did not refer
directly to Makoran and described this land based on indirect reports, the
information provided in these texts indicates that the sources used by the
authors were limited and the reports contained in the geographical texts were
mostly similar, repetitive, and in some cases inaccurate and wrong. The
purpose of this article is to explain the errors and shortcomings in the reports
of geographers from the third to the eighth century AH about Makoran. This
article is written in a historical manner by describing and analyzing data
collected from library sources and using the oldest printed version of
geographical texts.
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1. Introduction

The advent of Islam brought about important changes in its geographical scope. After the
conquest of numerous geographical regions, with the removal of borders, it became possible
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for the people of the various lands conquered by the Muslims to engage in activities and travel
in a very wide territory. On the other hand, the lands that had been annexed to the Muslim
Arabs in a short time were very vast, diverse, and at the same time unknown to them. Hence,
this issue aroused the curiosity of the Muslims to go to the news, reports, and maps that had
been prepared in advance for various purposes by the rulers of these lands. Of course, this
previous information and knowledge did not fully meet their needs; because the goals of the
previous producers were different from those of the new rulers, so efforts were made for this
purpose, which resulted in the collection of new knowledge in accordance with the specified
goals. An important part of the efforts made to understand the opened lands was in the field of
geography. Geographers were trying to prepare information in various fields. At that time,
this information had titles according to the subject, such as: Science of Lengths and
Dimensions, Calendar of Countries, Science of Routes and Kingdoms, Science of
Meteorology, Science of Wonders of Countries, etc. This information provided was very
valuable and unique in its kind and provided valuable knowledge that represented a new style
in the field of geographical information in the world of that time. One of the lands that
geographers were not unaware of was Makran. Makran was a vast area in southeastern Iran at
that time. Although the geographical boundaries of Makran were mentioned differently in
geographical sources in different periods, according to geographical and historical writings
from the third to the eighth centuries AH, it was limited from the north to Sistan, from the
south to the Makran Sea (Oman), from the east to Indus, and from the west to Kerman. Due to
its great distance from the government centers of Iran and geographical obstacles, this land
has been less exposed to changes and developments resulting from the policies and
interventions of major Iranian governments, and therefore, there is limited information about
this land in historical sources. In addition, in Makran, unlike its neighboring lands such as
Kerman, Sistan and Khorasan, no local historiographical works have been identified so far.
The dominance of oral literature culture in Makran and the continuation of oral transmission
and tradition were major obstacles to writing written histories in this land.

In such a situation, other works, including the writings of geographers about Makran and its
people, take on double importance. Of course, there are some errors and shortcomings in
these texts that were later less examined and criticized. Examining this issue and criticizing
and evaluating geographical texts is important because these writings became the foundation
of other geographers, and many of their shortcomings were repeated in other works.
Therefore, the important issue of the present study is what are the errors and shortcomings in
the geographical sources from the third to the eighth century regarding the description of the
geography of Makran? The assumption of the study is that there are errors and shortcomings
in the geographical texts from the third to the eighth century regarding Makran, including:
determining the boundaries and gorges of Makran, the names of cities, the distance between
cities, and linking Makran with the territorial area of Sindh.

No specialized research has been conducted on the evaluation of the narrations and reports of
geographical sources from the third to the eighth century AH regarding the land of Makran.
Of course, a few side studies, especially in the field of the historical geography of Makran in
the period in question, as well as criticism of official reports about Makran in the period
beyond the present study, have been conducted, which have been referred to. In this regard,
we can refer to the article "Historical Geography of Makran" published by Seyyed Abul-
Qasim Foruzani in the Journal of Historical Sciences Research. In this article, different
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opinions about the name Makran are examined and the importance of Makran cities and ports
in the periods in question is considered. Ali Ghafrani and Razieh Shoja Qale Dokhtar, in an
article titled “Historical Geography of the Land of Makran” presented at the First National
Conference on the Development of Makran Coasts in February 2012, focused on the name of
Makran and the geographical boundaries of this land, while focusing on the natural capacities,
products, and mines of Makran throughout the centuries. Nosrat Khatun Alavi and Ehsan
Eshraqi, in an article titled “Historical Geography of Makran in the Middle Islamic
Centuries,” in the Journal of Islamic History Studies, discussed the historical and
geographical characteristics of Makran cities and settlements. In their article “A Critical
Analysis of Official Reports on the Geographical, Economic, and Cultural Conditions of
Makran,” published in the Journal of Local Histories of Iran, Abdullah Safarzai and Azim
Shahbakhsh divided the existing reports about this region into two categories and, by
examining these writings, they concluded that official reports have exaggerated due to their
own specific goals in portraying the geographical, economic, and cultural conditions of
Makran as unfavorable. This latter article is somewhat similar to the present article, but
differs from the present article in several ways. First, it has chosen a wide time period and
examined it from the ancient period to the contemporary period. Second, it has focused on
analyzing the political outlook of commanders and military personnel that has been reflected
in historical and geographical reports. In the present article, focusing on a specific time period
and specific geographical sources, multidimensional analysis and examination of narratives
about Makran have been conducted. Since the present article evaluates the reports of Islamic
geographical texts about Makran and the errors found in these sources are comprehensively
analyzed for the first time, this article is innovative in this field.
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