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The tomb attributed to Avicenna (Ibn Sina) in Esfahan’s Dardasht neighborhood
is a valuable Dailamite-era monument. It was likely once part of a larger
architectural ensemble that over time lost its links to adjoining structures and
now survives as an isolated domed space. Because physical evidence is limited,
its study has relied chiefly on written sources spanning several centuries that
directly or indirectly mention Avicenna’s residence, teaching, and death. Using
historical, descriptive-analytical, and comparative methods, the relationship
between Sheikh al-Ra'is and Esfahan was reassessed. Pre-Safavid sources focus
mainly on his biography and works, with only occasional references to the place
of his death, burial, and the cities connected to his interment. Post-Safavid texts
increasingly highlight the examined structure as both a madrasa and a possible
burial site, yet still provide only general narrative fragments and brief notes on
architectural features or later alterations. Current evidence has strengthened the
plausibility of Avicenna’s burial in Esfahan, though definitive attribution of his
tomb to either Esfahan or Hamadan remains unresolved; both cities retain
importance. The evidence, however, strongly supports identifying the building as
Avicenna’s madrasa in Esfahan. This view is widely accepted by most
researchers, including the present authors, who emphasize its role as a significant
historical and educational site associated with Sheikh al-Ra'is. The monument’s
transformation over time and its enduring cultural significance underscore its
relevance to the historical study of Avicenna’s legacy.
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1. Introduction

The existing structure of the school-tomb attributed to Avicenna, located near the historical
Goldasteh minaret, is a remnant of the oldest endowment school in Esfahan, known as Ala’ei
School, dating back to the fourth century AH during the reign of Ala al-Dawlah Kakuyeh.
This place is known as where Avicenna taught and was also suggested to be his possible
burial site in Esfahan. Despite the numerous historical texts discussing the burial of Ibn Sina
in the Kuy-Gonbad neighborhood, only two documents from the Safavid period explicitly
mention "Alaiyeh Dome" as his burial place. No other document from the Daylamites to the
late Qajar period has been found that directly refers to this historical-cultural building. In the
late Qajar period, based on oral tradition, this building was identified as both a Madras and a
burial site for Avicenna. Considering these factors, there is a pressing need to accurately
recognize this unique historical and cultural site. To achieve this, an analysis of historical
manuscripts and documents related to Ibn Sina and the construction of the School Tomb
attributed to him in Esfahan has been organized and reviewed in three parts, based on the
order of their writing. The data collected has been analyzed using historical and descriptive-
analytical methods, alongside library studies. In the first part, documents concerning the
biography and life of Abu-Ali Sina, along with writings from the 7th to the 14th centuries
AH, are presented. The second part reviews books and articles by contemporary researchers
that focus on this building. Finally, the third part includes some correspondence from the mid-
1950s, which is considered to be of significant importance. It is important to note that the
classification of primary sources is based solely on documents that mention Esfahan as Ibn
Sina's burial place or that also consider Hamedan as a probable burial site. Ultimately, the
findings of this research have been compiled and analyzed.

2. Identified Traces

This study provides a detailed examination of the identified documents regarding Avicenna's
biography, teaching location, and burial site in Esfahan. The written documents reviewed in
this research focus on the historical periods of the Daylamites, Seljuk, Safavid, Qajar, Pahlavi,
and contemporary times. It analyzes 15 historical manuscripts and 20 books from various
sources. Although historical accounts before the Safavid dynasty briefly mention his death
and burial in Hamedan and Esfahan, they do not explicitly discuss the location of his
residence, burial location, or the weekly lessons he held under the patronage of Ala al-
Dawlah. During the reign of King Suleiman I of the Safavid dynasty, two manuscripts
explicitly state that Ibn Sina's body was transferred from Hamedan to Esfahan, where he was
buried in a place known as "Alaiyeh Dome." Since the late Qajar period, researchers have
increasingly focused on the Ibn Sina School as the definitive site of his teaching and possible
burial in Esfahan. However, recent research primarily consists of general statements about
events related to this building, including intrusions, structural changes, and its various uses as
a historical-cultural monument, serving as a school, tomb, Zurkhaneh, prayer hall, and
warehouse.

3. Conclusions

The results of this research will be presented in two parts. The first part discusses the possible
burial of Avicenna in Esfahan and the building in question. Due to varying opinions among
authors from different eras regarding his burial site, it is challenging to definitively choose
between Esfahan and Hamedan. However, based on the available sources and historical
documents presented in this study, the likelihood of Ibn Sina being buried in Esfahan appears
so stronger than before, although pinpointing the exact burial location in this city requires
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further research. Both Esfahan and Hamedan hold significant value in this context. The
second part, informed by recent historical documents, oral history, the city's collective
memory, and various sayings among scholars and citizens of Esfahan, affirms that the
function of the building in question as Avicenna's teaching venue is recognized and accepted
among researchers in this field, as well as authors.
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