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Article Info Abstract

The historical sources rarely mention music and instruments during the Parthian
ger:ieils:lTyAp:t:icle period. Archaeological evidence reveals the existence of several musical
instruments in the Parthian period. The influence of Achaemenian and Greek art
and culture can be seen in the music of the Parthian period. yet, there is no
Article History: precise information about female musicians and their position. But,
August 12, 2025 archaeological evidence shows women as musical instrument players. Depictions
of female musicians in archaeological evidence are sources for studying the
position of women in music. The purpose of this research is to understand the
position of women in the music and society of the Parthian period and their
instruments. Another goal of this research is to identify the instruments used by
women during this period. The most important questions of this research are:
What musical instruments did women use during the Parthian period? What was
Accepted: their status and role in Parthian society? This research has a descriptive-
October 28, 2025 analytical approach. its data gathered from various library resources. The results
of this research say that women played an active role in musical activities.
According to terracotta, wall paintings, Nisa rhytons and reliefs, women played
Published Onlin: music alone or with men. Women were more active during the Parthian period
June 5, 2026 than in previous periods (Elamite, Achaemenid and Seleucid period).
Archaeological evidences have been discovered from of Susa, Bard e
Neshandeh, Nisa, Dalverzin Tepe, Airtam, Nippur, Babylon, Uruk, Hatra, Dura-
Europos, Seleucia, and Olbia. They in playing stringed instruments (harp, string,
and lute), percussion instruments (tambourine, cymbal and castant), and wind
instruments (flute, reed and double reeds). It also seems that female musicians
are only shown playing certain instruments, which could indicate that women are

In Revised Form:
September 14, 2025

Keywords: Woman,

Music Parthian More skilled in those instruments than male. According to available sources,
period, Musician, women played instruments as musician, singer, and dancer in religious
Music Instrument. ceremonies, feasts, and celebrations after victories.
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1.Introduction

The Parthian empire was multicultural. In their territory, the heritage of the Achaemenids and
Seleucids was mixed with the tradition of the Iranians steppe. In such a society, the attitude towards
women changed compared to the past. The presence of women in the Parthian society was different
from previous periods. Information about women in the Parthian period comes from limited sources.
The available sources are not complete enough to provide an accurate picture of activities of women.
Information about women during this period can also be get through archaeological evidence. Groups
of women identified from historical sources and archaeological evidence. These include the royal
family, noblewomen, priestesses, musicians, and ordinary women of society. So far. there has been no
study about female musicians in the Parthian period. The purpose of this paper is to identify the
instruments used by women. Another goal of this research is to study the position of female musicians
in society. To achieve this goal, archaeological evidence and historical sources employed. So,
figurines, reliefs, wall paintings, sculptures, objects, stucco, seals and seal impressions have been
studied.

2. Discussion

Music had a special position in celebrations, wars, sacrifices, religious ceremonies, theater, and other
gatherings of Parthian society (Lawergren, 2009:11). Little can be said about the musical instruments in
Parthian era based on archaeological evidences and historical sources. Majority of music scholars and
archaeologists about the Parthian period are silent or have dealt very transient. However, review of
historical sources and archaeological evidence, especially the works of many information about the
music, its place in the Parthian period provides tools and instruments. archacological resources have
less information than conventional instruments of music, and the Parthian period are presented. One
reason for this lack of information is that they were written by Greek and Roman historians who have
not participated directly in the community and the Parthian court. Another reason is that the primary
written sources of this period little remains. Texts and pictorial representations illuminate the
prominent role of the Gosan in Parthian society. Gdsan who sang heroic tales to the accompaniment of
drums, pipes, lyres and trumpets. They have preserved Iranian music against Greek music Parthian
artifacts from archaeological data from sites such as Susa, Seleucia, Hatra, Nisa, Qal'eh-i Yazdigird,
Olbia, Nippur, Babylonia and other sites with the writings of historians such as Justin, Strabo,
Herodian and Plutarch have shown that music was very popular during this period and the various
instruments in various forms has been used by musicians.
The Parthian period instruments in three wind instruments (reed, double reeds and flute), strings
(guitar, strings, tabor, harp and lute) and percussion (tambourine, drums and cymbals) are considered.
These instruments alone or in combination with other instruments were played by teams consisting of
two players. During the Parthian era musical Entertainment and ceremonial had aspects of religion and
war. Important note about music Parthian period that women play a very active role in the music of
this period. More instruments during the Elamite and Achaemenid periods. After Alexander destroyed
the Achaemenid empire, Greek art and culture was imported to Iran, so we cannot to disregard
influence Greek art and culture in the arts, especially music Parthian completely denied. Later these
musical instruments were used in the Sassanid era and were reached full bloom. The name of the
Instruments, the artists and their social location are unknown.

The question is, what place did women musicians outside the Parthian society have? According to
Rawlinson, the wives and concubines of the chiefs followed the camp in great numbers, and women of
a less reputable class—singers, dancers, musicians swelled the ranks of the supernumeraries. Many of
these were Greeks from Seleucia, Nicephorium, and other Macedonian settlements (Rawlinson,
1893:178). Historical sources do not say the sexuality of Gosan. but the Gosans were famous and
respected in the Parthian society and court. Groups of priests use musical instruments outside religious
ceremonies (Van Buren, 1930: Lix). The sculptures and figures of female dancers or dancers have been
found to support Van Buren 's theory. Also, the frieze of Nisa’ rhytons show female musicians at
religious ceremonies. From the temples of Hatra was found a sculpture of two female musicians. Their
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names and the names of their fathers or husbands are written in Aramaic (Safar and Mustafa,1974: 252).
The terracotta of the musicians was dedicated to the temples (Colledge, 2009:237).

3. Conclusion

Among the archaeological sites of the Parthian period, more terracotta of female musicians than males
have been discovered. The relative enough of women's figures indicates their employment is accepted
outside society. Women are not only in groups of one and two people, but also in groups of several
people. Based on archaeological evidence, Women also play various instruments, dance and sing.
Women are probably seen in educational centers. We do not know how and by whom music education
is affected. There is no difference between the sexual and the type of instrument for all
musicians. The skill and use of an instrument is not limited to women or men.
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