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Marriage and family formation held paramount importance in Zoroastrianism,
providing a framework wherein each family member could benefit from social
rights and advantages. Women, as fundamental members of the family, could
also avail themselves of these benefits. However, not all women could equally
enjoy these advantages, as certain conditions within Zoroastrianism could
influence a woman’s financial status. This descriptive-analytical research aims to
examine the status of women’s ownership by conducting a case study of two
documents, 22 and 22bis, from Tabarestan. These two documents concern a
complaint regarding properties held by a padixsay-zan and the judicial process of
their investigation is meticulously explored. The investigations indicate that by
studying these two documents and other legal texts, such as the Madiyan 7 Hazar
Dadestan, it can be concluded that a woman’s ownership of these assets was not
absolute but rather conditional upon her position and obligations within the
family institution.
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1. Introduction

When a maiden enters into matrimony, specific prerequisites must be met for the union to be
consecrated as a Padix$ay-zani. She must not be a stir or an Ayokén (sole
daughter/successor) for another, nor bear any prior obligations in this regard. At the time of
the union, she must have secured the consent of her father or Salar. Failure to meet these
validity within that specific legal framework. Should the maiden fail to obtain the consent of
her guardian or father, her marriage falls under the category of xwarayén. In this form of
union, the maiden is deprived of fundamental rights, such as maintenance from her husband.
Furthermore, such a daughter becomes ineligible to inherit from her father.

Conversely, upon securing the Salar’s consent and satisfying these conditions, the maiden
may enter into a Padixsay marriage. Consequently, she becomes entitled to all spousal rights
and privileges. In this capacity, she utilizes the husband’s resources throughout her life; the
husband is legally obligated to recognize and honor her as the kadag-banag (Mistress of the
House), provide maintenance, and ensure her welfare to the best of his ability throughout her
lifetime.

In Sasanian jurisprudence, the financial rights of a woman in a Padix$ay marriage are
theoretically defined. However, surviving archival documents reveal the practical
complexities of these laws. The Tabarestan documents, specifically Documents 22 and 22bis,
fundamental question: To whom did this property belong? Did the woman possess absolute
ownership, or merely a usufructuary right during her lifetime? This study seeks to answer this
query by analyzing Document 22, comparing it with Document 22bis, and consulting other
legal texts such as the Madayan T hazar dadestan.

The central focus of this research is the analysis of Documents 22 and 22bis from the Post-
Sasanian Tabarestan archive. This collection comprises over thirty legal and economic
documents from the 8th century CE, inscribed in Middle Persian on parchment. These
specific documents were selected due to their substantive relevance to the research objectives.
They were first deciphered by Gignoux in 2012 and published in the journal Res Orientales.
However, since 2016, Weber has provided a new reading of these texts, the results of which
were published in the same journal. Relying on Weber’s reading, Macuch has analyzed these
documents from a juristic perspective, offering valuable legal interpretations.

A point of critical importance is that for the purposes of this study, Document 22 alone
proved insufficient. Alongside this document exists another, designated as 22bis, which
appears to be the continuation of the same case. Together, these two distinct documents
constitute a complex “legal dossier.” Document 22 is a bill of complaint against thieves,
wherein the husband seeks redress for property stolen from his wife. However, Document
22bis, drafted approximately two years later, unveils an internal dispute between the husband
and wife (Burzén-Péroz and his spouse) regarding the ownership of that very property,
serving as the key to resolving the primary enigma of this research. Therefore, the present
article seeks to address the issue of female ownership through a concurrent analysis of these
two documents.
2.Conclusions
A woman could enjoy the usufruct of property during her lifetime, even if she did not hold
absolute title to it. The content of Document 22bis indicates that the woman owns the
property under specific conditions; should she commit a transgression, the husband retains the
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right, upon substantiating his claims with evidence, to reclaim the assets from her.
Consequently, ownership of property during one’s lifetime is contingent upon conditions,
particularly should a dispute arise between the spouses. In accordance with the laws codified
in Sasanian texts, the husband possesses the authority to revoke the granted property; thus,
such property is not held in the absolute ownership of the woman. Rather, it is the woman’s
specific status and position that affords her this right.

Furthermore, not all women within the Zoroastrian faith enjoyed equal social rights and
privileges. When they assumed duties such as Cakarih, Ayoken, or Stir, they did not possess
the same social standing as a Padix3ay-zan. Consequently, women in these capacities could
not access the full range of privileges utilized by a PadixSay wife during her lifetime.
Therefore, the specific social stratum in which a woman was situated was of paramount
importance.
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