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The writings produced following research and studies in the field of the history of
international law are usually partial and isolated. If only the history of relations
between countries or ultimately the extent of countries' adherence to international
principles and rules and treaties concluded with other states were addressed. The
research explored and examined in this regard the question of what conceptual changes
the institution of the state has undergone in its historical process in international law. In
fact, the purpose of the research is to explain and describe important and influential
concepts and their role in historical developments in international law. As a result, the
behavior of states in the international system and the history of international relations
are not explained. Rather, we examine the historical process of developments in
international law and its most important actor, the state, from a conceptual and formal
perspective. In the discourse of international law, the state in its most primitive form
had the characteristics of personalism and feudalism, but after the emergence of new
concepts in public law resulting from the thinking and wisdom of lawyers, it reached
statism and the creation of a nation of states. Then, after the emergence of new
concepts and their experience in the process of international relations, interdependence
entered. Mastering human rights and a humanistic approach to international law and
analyzing the behavior and performance of states with human rights criteria is the latest
stage in the state transition process.
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1. Introduction

In a general view, the period of relations between societies, which we know today as between
states and each other on behalf of their nations, can be divided into two general periods. "The
first period began with the beginning of history and ended in the sixteenth century. The second
period is from the aforementioned century and the formation of states in the new concept,
namely nation-states, to the present time." of course, international law scholars divided it into
three or four periods in their writings. However, considering that states are still the most
important actors in the international system and the executors of international law, it has been
divided into two periods. Therefore, it is true that the sovereignty of states has been reduced in
favor of the human individual, and states make their decisions, including unilateral actions,
entering into treaties, and any agreements, completely in accordance with the will of citizens or
with their consideration and consideration. However, in a general look at the history of
developments in international law, we realize the existence of the state in the modern sense as a
point from which the entire era of the international system can be divided into before and after
1t.

In the path of creating an international community, in which peaceful, conscious
communications based on reason and general principles of law are among its inherent
characteristics, societies were formed and experienced internal order. Primitive societies were
the initiators of this formation: "The contractual society of primitive peoples was governed only
on the basis of principles arising from self-sufficiency, which was overshadowed by a "closed
morality."

It is true that we can refer to societies that are internally organized, purposeful, and united,
but in dealing with other societies; They act violently, inflexibly and ruthlessly, like "fascism"
and "Nazism" in Europe, although they also treated their opponents in extremely inhuman and
undemocratic ways, like the Gulag concentration camps during Stalin's time in the former
Soviet Union. But by studying the course and process of history, in general, societies have taken
steps towards coexistence and the creation of common rules and their implementation in the
form of international law. "It took tens of thousands of years for humans to become aware of the
existence of their community, feel its necessity, and seek to organize its development. The
history of relations between communities began when the existence of the necessity of these
communities became a conscience for humans and acquired a meaning other than instinct. Since
then, human groups have emerged from the form of unorganized herds and have become
organized families and tribes. Obedience to the leader and ruler was the first step towards
organized society." After this stage, organized units emerged in some regions that could be
referred to as political actors. Over time, contracts were concluded between them.

The study and examination of the process of developments in international law is not only about
the expression of agreements, wars and the opinions of thinkers of different periods. What is
important is how attitudes and perspectives change, which is caused by the power of reason
over other variables and human-centeredness.

In this article, the process of transformation from personalism to the feudal lord system to the
state-centered era and then the reduction of the unlimited power of the state was examined. A
period when the legal system became dominant and we will step towards an era in which the
legitimacy of every decision, behavior and performance depends on being in line with human
rights.

Initially, the atmosphere governing international law was personalist and feudal, which
turned to statism and the creation of a nation of states based on the emergence and emergence of
new concepts in the field of public law based on the beliefs formed by legal and political
thinkers. The changes in the discourse of nationalism and independence did not stop, and with
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the emergence of concepts that showed the need for expansion and progress beyond borders,
such as globalization, it reached interdependence. Human rights and strengthening the position
of the individual in the international arena and supporting human dignity in international
relations, made their way, and we entered the era of humanization of international law due to the
superiority of the human rights discourse among dozens of intellectual and theoretical
discourses.
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