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Seyyed Ahmed was from Bareilly who went to Delhi to study and became one of
the students of Shah AbdulAziz of Delhi. In a fatwa, Shah AbdulAziz declared
the Indian subcontinent Dar al Harb, and Seyyed Ahmed, inspired by his
opinions, decided to remove the Indian subcontinent from non-Muslim rule
through the principle of Jihad.Ahmed Barili's main goal was to liberate the
subcontinent from British domination. Therefore, we first decided to form a
region far from the British government and then make it a base for the liberation
of the Indian subcontinent. Therefore, Ahmed Barili migrated to the
northwestern regions of the subcontinent and, with the efforts of the Jamaat-e-
Mujahideen movement, prepared for jihad against the Sikhs and the British. So
the main question is what political and military strategies did Ahmed Barili
adopt to use personal computers and Sikhs? The claim, using the library method
and the use of descriptive and historical analysis, is that Ahmed Barili adopted
the dual paths of migration and jihad to create Dar al-Islam and confront the
Sikh state. The first research is that Ahmed Barili was the first Muslim in the
Indian subcontinent to issue a fatwa of jihad against British colonialism and for
the first time put forward the theory of Islamic rule over Sharia and called
himself Amir al-Mu'minin. Despite winning the battle of Akora, he was defeated
and killed in the two battles of Shaidu and Balakot.

Cite this The Author(s): Bayanfar, A. Z., Alemi, K., (2025). Seyyed Ahmed Barili's Political-Military Strategies in
Confronting the Sikhs:Historical Sciences StudiesVol.17, No 1, Serial No.39 —Spring- Summer, (89-110).

DOI: 10.22059/jhss.2025.391112.473787
-@. ATE Publisher: Unversity of Tehran Press

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_T04087.htmI?Tang=en


https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4170-5718
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104087.html?lang=en
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104087.html?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104087.html?lang=en
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4170-5718�
https://creativecommons.org/�
https://creativecommons.org/�

Seyyed Ahmed Barili's Political-Military Strategies in Confronting the Sikhs 90

1. Introduction

Following the death of Aurangzeb, the decline of the Mughal Empire accelerated, and
succession conflicts created a political vacuum. In this context, groups like the Marathas, Jats,
and Sikhs revolted against central authority. Simultaneously, European powers, notably the
British, expanded their influence through trade privileges and deceptive diplomacy. Victory at
the Battle of Plassey (1757) secured British dominance over Bengal and Bihar. Resistance
from figures like Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan in Mysore ultimately failed. In response to this
political decay, Shah Waliullah Dehlawi initiated a religious reform movement aimed at
uniting Muslims and establishing an Islamic state. His disciples and descendants, particularly
Shah Abdul Aziz (with his fatwa declaring India Dar al-Harb) and Seyyed Ahmed Barili,
transformed these ideas into a socio-political and anti-colonial movement.

Although Seyyed Ahmed Barili's actions profoundly influenced Islamic movements in the
subcontinent, they have received limited attention in Persian-language research. Existing
works, such as those by Tarafdari or Nazemianfard, typically offer brief descriptions. Urdu
works (e.g., by Mehr and Nadwi) often adopt an ideological and apologetic approach. While
valuable English research, like the works of Altaf Qadir and Ayesha Jalal, exists, this article's
focus is on analyzing Seyyed Ahmed Barili's political and military strategies against the
Sikhs.

Seyyed Ahmed was born in 1786 in Rae Bareli. After his father's death, he went to Delhi
to study under Shah Waliullah's family (Shah Abdul Aziz and others), mastering religious and
mystical sciences. He then joined Amir Khan's army to gain military experience but left in
opposition to Amir Khan's peace treaty with the British. Upon returning to Delhi, he was
honored by his teacher and embarked on extensive preaching tours across the subcontinent.

He left behind works in Persian and Urdu, the most important being "Sirat-e-Mustageem."
His other works, such as "Mulhamat-e-Ahmadiyya" and "Risala Asghal," deal with mystical
and doctrinal issues. His collected correspondence is also crucial for understanding his
relations with rulers and scholars.

By performing the Hajj pilgrimage when it had been suspended due to insecurity, Seyyed
Ahmed demonstrated his resolve. This journey became a vast propaganda tour, paving the
way for the formation of the Jamaat-e-Mujahideen. Responding to Shah Abdul Aziz's fatwa
declaring India Dar al-Harb, he migrated with his followers in 1826 from British-controlled
territories (Dar al-Harb) to the Frontier region (Dar al-Islam).

His military experiences and travels led him to conclude that only through jihad could an
Islamic state be revived. He declared jihad against the Sikh rule in December 1826 and was
proclaimed "Amir al-Mu'minin" (Commander of the Faithful) in February 1827 after
receiving pledges of allegiance. He sent letters requesting help from neighboring Muslim
rulers. His election as Amir was both for managing the jihad and controlling the undisciplined
tribal forces.

Seyyed Ahmed chose the Frontier region as his main base (Dar al-Islam) for reasons
including its Muslim majority, Sikh oppression, strategic location, and distance from
complete British control. His thought was influenced by Shah Waliullah but, unlike traditional
Sufism, emphasized direct emulation of the Prophetic path and Sharia, considering many
common Sufi practices as innovation (Bid'ah). He implemented important social reforms,
such as enforcing Zakat, prohibiting child marriage, and encouraging the remarriage of
widows. His opponents labeled him a "Wahhabi," yet he remained faithful to Sufi orders
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(Nagshbandiyya, Qadiriyya, Chishtiyya). Tribal opposition to his social reforms and religious
strictness was a significant cause of his subsequent failures.

In the first battle, despite being outnumbered (1,500 Mujahideen vs. 7,000-10,000 Sikhs),
Seyyed Ahmed achieved a decisive victory through a surprise night attack. This victory
greatly enhanced his credibility and popularity.

In this battle, the betrayal of Yar Muhammad Khan Barakzai, a key ally who secretly
negotiated with the Sikhs and withdrew his forces, led to a heavy defeat for the Mujahideen.
This revealed that the alliance with tribal chiefs was fragile and based on self-interest, as they
viewed Seyyed Ahmed 's religious government as interference in their affairs.

After repeated defeats and betrayals, Seyyed Ahmed retreated to Balakot. In the final
battle, Sikh forces under Sher Singh, guided by a local, outflanked the Mujahideen positions
and overpowered them. Seyyed Ahmed was killed in combat. His body was initially thrown
into a river but was later secretly buried by his followers. His death was interpreted as his
occultation (ghaybat), turning him into a symbol of resistance.

Seyyed Ahmed Barili's movement, a synthesis of Naqshbandi Sufism and the political
thought of Shah Waliullah, became the first organized movement in the Indian subcontinent
based on the dual strategy of "Hijrat and Jihad." His defeat can be attributed to two sets of
factors: external factors (the military power of the Sikhs and British propaganda labeling him
a Wahhabi) and internal factors (the tribal and self-centered structure of the Frontier society,
the betrayal of tribal chiefs, and Seyyed Ahmed 's insufficient understanding of the tribal
mindset, which led to resistance against his social and religious reforms). Despite his failure,
his movement left a lasting legacy of armed resistance against colonialism in South Asia.
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