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Article Tvpe: Iran's national oil movement is one of the most important and influential events
Rosoarch - Article in Iran's contemporary history. This event has influenced the events after it.

The present article analyzes the collective action of national, religious, and left-
Article History: wing parties (with a focus on the Iran Party, Fada'iyan-e Islam Society, and
12, February, 2025 Tudeh Party of Iran) between the two coups on 16 - 19 August 1953. Charles
Tilly's "Resource Mobilization" theory is employed to explain the behavior of
these political groups and analyze their actions. The data collection method is

In Revised Form: based on library and documentary research, while the data analysis follows a
2, May, 2025 historical approach with a descriptive-analytical perspective. The aim of this
Accepted: study is to identify the behavioral patterns of the three mentioned political
14, June, 2025 groups (the Iran Party, Fada'iyan-e Islam Society, and Tudeh Party of Iran) on

16 - 19 August 1953, and to answer the question: Why, despite favorable

conditions following the failure of the August 16 coup, did these claimant

P é‘;’lglr‘rfge?z’gi%z s groups fail to achieve their objectives? The research findings indicate that these
PP ’ political groups were unable to engage in effective collective action during the
Keywords:  National period between the two coups due to the absence of an influential
g;lrty Movenﬁzrété,iy;ﬁg organizational structure, failure to utilize various resources and mobilization
Islam Society, Tudeh methods, increased costs following state suppression, lack of coalition-building
ge(l)rliy, August 19, 1953 among the groups, neglecting the emerging opportunities, and disregard for
P existing threats. Consequently, they failed to achieve their goals. Investigating

the reasons for the failure of political parties' policies is an important issue.
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1. Introduction

The plan to overthrow the government of Mohammad Mossadegh coordinated by the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Pahlavi royal court, encountered failure in its initial phase at midnight on 16
August 1953. Mohammad Reza Pahlavi immediately departed from Iran. While the coup plotters
anticipated the execution of a second coup and Fazlollah Zahedi, designated as the coup’s prime
minister, remained in hiding, the opponents of Shah’s regime took control of the streets of Tehran.

On the afternoon of 16 August 1953, a political rally organized by the National Movement faction
was convened in Baharestan Square, followed by anti Shah demonstrations that persisted into the
night. On 18 August 1953, Loy W. Henderson, then the U.S ambassador to Iran, met with Prime
Minister Mossadegh. He took security conditions for American citizens residing in Iran as a pretext,
and urged the prime minister to restore public order and to issue a formal prohibition on
demonstrations.

The following day, 19 August 1953, Those opposing the Shah were replaced in the streets by
demonstrators against the government. The coup against Mossadegh was successfully implemented,;
the national government was toppled, and Zahedi assumed the premiership in place of Mossadegh.
With the coup’s triumph, Mossadegh was arrested, and on 22 August 1953, Shah returned to Iran.
Subsequently, the process of reversing the nationalization of Iran’s oil industry was initiated.

From 16 to 19 August 1953, political parties and groups of nationalist, religious, and leftist
orientations operated actively within the country, pursuing their respective political objectives.
Ultimately, however, with the occurrence of the coup d’état on 19 August 1953, these parties failed to
achieve their goals and were unable to engage in collective action.

This article examines the reasons behind the failure of political parties to attain their objectives
during this specific period. Although numerous studies have been conducted on the factors
contributing to the failure of political parties in Iranian history, no research to date has independently
analyzed the behavior of the political parties from 16 to 19 August 1953. From this perspective, the
present study offers a novel approach and new analytical framework.

In this article Charles Tilly’s Resource Mobilization theory is employed to explain the underlying
causes of the political parties’ failure. Tilly’s framework is a multi factor model designed for the
analysis and interpretation of advanced social movements.

Within Tilly’s conceptual model, claimant groups seek to attain political power in their interactions
with the state and in competition with each other. In their pursuit of power, they utilize various tools
and resources, and at times form alliances.

The elements of Tilly’s model are as follows:

Interests: The shared benefits and deprivations that may be imposed upon the population under
discussion through various interactions with other populations.

Organization: The degree of shared identity and unifying structural arrangements among
individuals within a given population.

Resource Mobilization: The extent of resources under the collective control of a claimant group.

Repression and Facilitation: Repression refers to any action by another group (or by the governing
authority) that increases the cost of collective action for a claimant. Facilitation is any measure that
decreases the cost of collective action for a group.

Power: The degree to which the outcomes of a population’s interactions with other populations
realizes that population’s interests with regard to the others.

Opportunity and Threat: Opportunity is a condition in which the interests of the claimant group are
achieved despite the presence of conflicting interests. Threat refers to conditions in which, given the
claims of rival groups, the chance of achieving the claimant’s interests is reduced.

Collective Action: The activities undertaken by a claimant in pursuit of its objectives and the
realization of its interests.

In this study, the Iran Party, Fada'iyan-e Islam, and the Tudeh Party of Iran have been selected as
the population under examination. First, each of these parties represented the nationalism, Islamism,
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and leftist ideology in Iran; second, all three were active participants in the movement for the
nationalization of the oil industry.

Although the Iran Party, the Tudeh Party, and Fada'iyan-e Islam had divergent political views, all
three claimant groups shared a common stance in opposing the central government, and between the
two coup attempts, sought fundamental change in the prevailing political system. The Iran Party and
the Tudeh Party advocated for the establishment of a republican regime, whereas Fada'iyan-e Islam
supported the formation of an Islamic government.

This article seeks to address the following question: Given the fragility of the foundations of
political authority after the failure of the coup of August 16, 1953 and Shah’s departure from the
country, why did the claimant groups fail to realize their objectives?

According to the findings of this study, one of the primary reasons for the failure of the parties
during this period was the absence of effective organizational structures in the timeframe under
review. In Tilly’s view, under revolutionary conditions, the scope and quality of organization are
decisive factor. The broader the organization’s geographic coverage, the greater its capacity for
mobilization. None of the groups possessed this feature.

Another factor was the failure of the claimant groups to utilize diverse types of resources of
mobilization. For effective influence and the formation of collective action, it was essential for the
claimants to exploit various resources.

The increase in costs resulting from state repression was another factor weakening the claimants.
Additionally, the absence of coalition-building and convergence, neglect of available opportunities
(the failure of the first coup and Shah’s departure from Iran), and disregard for existing threats (the
alliance between the United States and the United Kingdom) significantly contributed to the lack of
collective action among the political parties between August 16 and August 19, 1953.

At this time, nationalist, Islamist, and leftist parties engaged in conflict with one another and thus
lost the opportunity. Coup actors, in turn, skillfully exploited the fragmentation of the political groups.
Consequently, none of the political parties succeeded in acquiring mobilization resources or
employing them toward collective action.

Following the coup of August 19, 1953, the fate of all three political groups proved instructive: the
Iran Party was weakened due to the concealment and arrest of its leaders; Fada'iyan-e Islam retreated
into isolation following the execution of its leader; and the Tudeh Party suffered a severe blow with
the exposure of its military network.
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