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Qasem Ali Qayeni is one of the Persian-writing and obscure scholars from the late
Safavid era, contemporaneous with Shah Sulayman. He authored numerous works in
astronomy, astrological rulings, the craft of astrolabe construction, optics, occult
sciences, and Quranic exegesis. Nevertheless, not only have many of his known books
remained unexamined and unedited, but numerous lost works—mentioned by him in his
other treatises—have yet to be identified and cataloged. One such unknown work is the
manuscript treatise Matali‘ al-‘Arifin. Only a single copy of this treatise has been
identified in the library of the Hawza ‘Ilmiyya of Hazrat Vali-e Asr in Khansar. Matali ‘
al- ‘Arifin is composed in theoretical philosophy and theology, and it essentially consists
of responses in Persian, expressed in a simple and straightforward manner free of
complexity, to the philosophical-theological questions posed by one of the kings of Gil
and Daylam, whose name is not mentioned in the treatise. The present study aims to
investigate the codicology and bibliography of Matali‘ al- ‘Arifin.The findings of this
research demonstrate that, beyond his renown as a builder of astronomical instruments
and a scholar in astronomy, occult sciences, Quranic exegesis, and optics, Qayeni has
bequeathed a noteworthy contribution to theoretical philosophy and theology. He was
familiar with the theological works preceding his own, and through authoring Matali * al-
‘Arifin, he has shown acquaintance with the viewpoints of both Akhbari theologians and
philosophical theologians—the two major theological intellectual currents that emerged
after Muhammad Amin Astarabadi and Mulla Sadra—and has drawn upon them in this
work. Given that Qayeni levels criticisms against certain beliefs of earlier theologians
and articulates his own views in an argumentative and explicit fashion, this treatise can
illuminate the trends and intellectual pursuits in theological-philosophical matters among
Shiite scholars following Mulla Sadra, aid in the recognition of their works, and offer a
perspective on the intellectual, scientific, and philosophical dynamics of these scholars
during the final years of the Safavid era.
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1. Introduction

To properly elucidate the scientific endeavors of Iranian scholars, particularly during the Safavid era,
it is essential to identify, catalog, and thoroughly examine manuscript libraries, preparing them for
critical editing and publication. One such scholar is Qasem Ali Qayeni, whose work titled Matali* al-
‘Arifin is the subject of this examination. Qasem Ali Qayeni was a Persian-writing and obscure scholar
from the late Safavid period, contemporaneous with Shah Soleyman Safavi. Information about the
intellectual ups and downs and the vicissitudes of his life is scarce. He authored numerous works in
astronomy, judicial astrology, astrolabes, optics, Quranic exegesis, and occult sciences. This scholar
compiled and composed works in many fields of his time, many of which not only remain unexamined
and unedited today but also include lost works mentioned in his other treatises that have yet to be
identified and cataloged. Additionally, there are uncertainties regarding his biography.

The present research endeavors, through a descriptive-analytical method and with the aid of primary
sources, to compile scattered data from manuscripts authored by Qayeni, focusing on the newly
discovered manuscript of Matali* al- ‘Arifin . It aims to explore his scientific works and intellectual
origins, while examining the formal, structural, and content aspects of this manuscript, clarifying his
role and position in the philosophical and theological events of that era, and demonstrating the
necessity of publishing Qayni's works. Qayeni was a Persian-writing scholar from the late Safavid
period who, in addition to Matali® al-‘Arifin —which pertains to theoretical philosophy and
theology—produced works in other fields, including astronomy, optics, exegesis, and occult sciences.
The treatise under study, titled Matali * al- ‘Arifin in theoretical philosophy and theology, is written in
Persian and essentially consists of responses to philosophical-theological questions posed by one of
the rulers of Gil and Daylam. The treatise mentions neither the name of this ruler nor the titles of the
questions. It is organized into twenty chapters, and so far, only one copy has been identified in the
library of the Hawza Ilmiyya of Hazrat Wali Asr in Khansar. This copy is incomplete, lacking the
beginning and end, but the preface clearly displays the book's title and author's name.

Although in recent years some studies have been conducted on certain manuscripts by Qayeni, they
have by no means been comprehensive or sufficient. Akbari, in the article "Continuity of the Tradition
of Writing Optics Works in Qasem Ali Qayeni's Treatise on Perspectives and Mirrors," focuses solely
on that treatise and does not even mention Qayeni's biography. Natiqi, in Khulasat al-Ikhlas fi Tafsir
Surah al-Ikhlas, examines the manuscript of Khulasat al-Ikhlas and, while providing a brief and
incomplete account of Qayeni's biography and works, makes no reference to Matali‘ al- ‘Arifin .
Asarzadegan, in "A Review of the Works of Qasem Ali Qayeni, the 11th-Century AH Mathematician
and Astronomer, and an Examination of the Content of His Astrolabe Treatises," reviews Qayeni's
works on astrolabes but mentions neither his biography nor Matali‘ al- ‘Arifin among his numerous
works. Khayrandish also makes no reference to Matali ‘ al- ‘Arifin in his two works. It is worth noting

that the present research, for the first time, identifies, introduces, and examines the formal, structural,
and content aspects of the newly found manuscript of Matali* al- ‘Arifin . The title of this treatise has
likely not appeared in any biographical sources, catalogs, classifications, biographies, or even recent
studies, making its introduction and examination entirely innovative.

The manuscript of the newly discovered treatise Matali ‘ al- ‘Arifin , numbered 785, is housed in the
library of the Hawza Ilmiyya of Hazrat Wali Asr in Khansar and is the only known copy of this book.
This manuscript is in Persian, written in Naskh script with eleven lines per page, and likely copied in
the early 12th century AH. The paper measures 10x16 cm and consists of 195 folios. Titles and
underlines on certain phrases are written in red ink. The binding is simple brown goatskin with a
single flap, and certain indications suggest that this binding is a later addition. The folios are
connected via a "rekabeh" (spine). Margins indicate that the text has been collated and corrected.

Like other treatises in the field of theology, this one draws upon Quranic verses, hadiths of the Prophet
(PBUH), narrations from the Infallible Imams (AS), and Arabic words and phrases, demonstrating
Qayeni's familiarity with Arabic language and literature, as well as his sufficient mastery of the Quran,
hadiths, and narrations. Although Matali® al-‘Arifin is not an extensive treatise, Qayeni has
endeavored to concisely present the most important prevalent topics in theoretical philosophy and
theology among theologians, while also addressing the beliefs of various Islamic and non-Islamic
sects. The introduction to the treatise is organized into three chapters. The first chapter is titled "That
Religious Belief According to the Wise Man's Doctrine Attaches Once to Action and Once to His
Belief." In the first chapter, Qayeni provides a brief overview of the history of theology and other
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rational and transmitted sciences, offering a definition for each. In the second chapter, following the
preliminaries of the first, he addresses the foundations of theology and "existence and essence." In the
third chapter, he discusses "conception and assent." After these three chapters, he proceeds to the main
chapters of the treatise, comprising twenty sections. The list of chapters is as follows:

Chapter One: This chapter concerns the five senses. Chapter Two: On truthful reports and the reports
of the Messenger. Chapter Three: On the cause that is intellect, namely the faculty of the soul by
which it becomes capable of perceptions and knowledge. Chapter Four: That God Almighty is not an
accident, in four sections; Chapter Five: The issuance of flawless actions indicates the existence of
knowledge and power, [Chapter Six: Missing], Chapter Seven: On creation, namely bringing the non-
existent from non-existence into the realm of existence, in two sections. Chapter Eight: On the vision
of God Almighty, in two sections; Chapter Nine: Among the people, whether God Almighty is the
creator of actions or not? In three sections; Chapter Ten: Is sustenance halal or haram because it is
sustenance? In one section; Chapter Eleven: On punishment, namely the punishment of the grave, in
one section; Chapter Twelve: On resurrection; Chapter Thirteen: That weighing is true, namely the
scale; Chapter Fourteen: That the Book is true, in two sections. Chapter Fifteen: That the Path is true;
Chapter Sixteen: On Paradise and Hell; Chapter Seventeen: That God Almighty does not forgive
polytheists; Chapter Eighteen: That some say punishment for minor sins is permissible; Chapter
Nineteen: Among the people, regarding prophethood, that some say it is wisdom; in one section;
Chapter Twenty: Among the Ummat, that the miracles of saints exist. In three sections. Qayeni has
elaborated on these important topics in detail.

Furthermore, in Matali® al- ‘Arifin , the views of the Mu'tazilites, Ash'arites, Maturidites, divine
philosophers, principles of Shia doctrine, as well as Sunnis, Samaniyyah, and Sophists are explained.
This indicates that Qayeni was familiar with the ideas of these sects and their thinkers. In some cases,
while explaining and interpreting a topic, he presents critiques and opinions through critical and
argumentative methods with phrases like "The answer is that...," alerting the reader that Qayeni has
not merely quoted the views and beliefs of previous theologians but offers his own opinions and
analyses on various subjects, or sometimes synthesizes all opinions. It appears that Qayeni remained
faithful to the theological method of Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi, borrowing from his book Tajrid al-
I'tigad in discussions, while also drawing from the theological thoughts prevailing in the Safavid era
after Mulla Sadra and Muhammad Amin Astarabadi. Mulla Sadra's method, which integrated
Peripatetic and Illuminationist approaches in theology, philosophy, and mysticism, is somewhat
evident in the treatise Matali * al- ‘Arifin . In general, theologians of the Safavid period after Astarabadi
and Mulla Sadra were divided into two groups: Akhbari and philosophical theologians, each producing
new writings in the form of commentaries and summaries of ancient theologians' works, influenced by
their own theological approaches and methods. In an overall assessment, Matali ‘ al- ‘Arifin can be
considered among those philosophical and theological works of the Safavid era that explain the views
of both transmitted and rational approaches.

In conclusion, treatises of this kind make the trends and endeavors in Shia theological-philosophical
scholarship after Mulla Sadra, in the final years of the Safavid era, clearer and more evident, aiding in
understanding the intellectual fluctuations of that time and the ups and downs in the thoughts of lesser-
known scholars and ulama of that era.
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