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This article is dedicated to the meaning, concept, and reason for minting
the legend "I’st" on the coins of several Sasanian Kings of Kings in the
fourth and fifth centuries CE. The author has attempted to answer the
question of why this legend was minted on Sasanian coins, based on
textual studies, epigraphic sources, and historical analysis. Furthermore,
the hypothesis is proposed that the legend "1’st”, transliteration of rast, is
not only related to the concept of justice but may also indicate the Kings
of Kings’ adherence to personal orthodoxy (rast-dénih), which plays an
important role in Zoroastrian teachings.It seems that in the critical
conditions of the late fourth century and early fifth century, when the
Sasanian court needed the support and cooperation of the Zoroastrian
religious institution, the minting of the title rast on the coins of the Kings
of Kings of this period indicates the Sasanian court’s efforts to attract
Zoroastrian audiences, especially the clergy, and to gain legitimacy.
Additionally, it appears that the words and compounds in which the term
rast is used have focused more on the religious-moral aspect of justice
rather than on the technical terms of legal science.Textual evidence, both
in Middle Persian Zoroastrian texts and in Islamic texts, indicates the
continuity of the claim to justice by rulers throughout the Sasanian era
and its transfer to the Islamic period.
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1. Introduction
This study examines the origin and meaning of the coin legend 'I’st' (transliterated as rast) on
the coinage of several Sasanian kings from the late fourth to the early fifth centuries CE. This
legend, which appears only during a limited historical period under specific conditions, plays a
significant role in understanding the ideological language of the Sasanian monarchy and in
displaying the king’s legitimacy. The central research question is why /’st was used on coins
during this particular period and what political, social, and religious functions it served.
Background and Significance
The Sasanian Empire (224—651 CE) established an ideological system integrating Zoroastrian
religious concepts with political authority. Titles and coin legends were not arbitrarily chosen;
they signified the king’s legitimacy and his position within the political and religious hierarchy.
The appearance of /’st is particularly significant because, unlike common royal titles, it appears
exclusively under certain rulers—most notably Shapur II, Bahram IV, and Yazdegerd I.
In Middle Persian, rast literally means “straight, correct, unbent” and, secondarily, “just” or
“righteous.” In Zoroastrian discourse, it is also associated with the compound rast-denih
(“righteous faith”), which underpins the dualistic differentiation between truth and falsehood.
Accordingly, /’st can denote both the king’s justice and his adherence to Zoroastrian orthodoxy.
Research Objectives
This study aims to:
1. Clarify the semantic range of rast in Avestan, Old Persian, and Middle Persian sources;
2. Analyze the historical and political contexts in which this coin legend was employed;

3. Examine two interpretive hypotheses:
rast as an emphasis on royal justice.
rast as the first element of the compound rast-denih, indicating the king’s religious
righteousness;

4. Demonstrate the continuity of the concept of royal justice from pre-Sasanian traditions to
the Islamic period.
Methodology:
The research is structured around three main axes:
1. Textual sources: Including Achaemenid inscriptions, Pahlavi texts, Kartir’s inscriptions, and
Islamic historical accounts;
2. Numismatic and epigraphic evidence: Analysis of known coinage and prior scholarship
regarding the /’st legend;
3. Historical context: Examination of the political and military conditions under Shapur II to
Yazdegerd I, including internal crises, prolonged wars with Rome, and pressures from eastern
nomadic groups.
Findings:
1. Semantic Dimensions of rast
In Achaemenid royal inscriptions, rast is used in opposition to falsehood and chaos, signifying
truth and justice, and presenting the king as the guarantor of social order and the ultimate judge.
In Zoroastrian texts, the term is applied to divine adjudicators such as Mithra and Rashnu and
appears in compounds such as rah i rast (“the straight path™) and rast-dénih (“righteous faith”),
acquiring moral and religious significance. During the Sasanian period, the king, beyond his
political and military roles, functioned as the supreme judge and guarantor of justice. Therefore,
the /’st legend communicates not only the king’s ethical and religious qualities but also his
status as the final authority in societal judgment. This usage reflects continuity with pre-
Sasanian traditions while highlighting the king’s elevated role as arbiter in Sasanian society;
2. Historical Context of Coinage
In the late fourth and early fifth centuries, political crises, protracted wars with Rome, and
pressures from eastern tribes weakened royal authority and increased the king’s reliance on the
support of the Zoroastrian clergy and broader religious communities. Minting coins with the /’s¢
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legend served as a deliberate instrument to convey the king’s legitimacy, his role as guarantor of
justice and social order, and his commitment to religious orthodoxy;

3. Two Primary Interpretive Hypotheses

Royal Justice: Kings portrayed themselves as guarantors of order, law, and justice, aligning with
Achaemenid precedents and Hellenistic influences, where titles such as Dikaios (“the just”)
were struck on coins.

Religious Righteousness: The legend may also represent the first element of rast-denih,
emphasizing the king’s adherence to Zoroastrian faith and alliance with the clergy, thus
reinforcing his religious legitimacy;

4. Continuity in Later Periods

After the fall of the Sasanian Empire, Muslim governors and rulers in eastern Iran minted coins
inscribed with ‘Adl (“justice”). This demonstrates that the concept of justice—whether
expressed as rast under the Sasanians or ‘Adl/ under Islamic rule—remained a central standard
of political legitimacy. The /’st legend represents a remarkable example of the interconnection
between ideology, religion, and politics in pre-Islamic Iran, with a legacy that persisted into
subsequent periods.

Discussion and Conclusion

The coin legend /’st marks a significant development in Sasanian ideological expression.
Whether indicating royal justice or religious righteousness, it positioned the king as guarantor of
social order, supreme judge, and protector of the Zoroastrian faith. Through this legend, coinage
gained public trust, secured clerical support, and reinforced political legitimacy. The persistence
of this tradition in Islamic coinage highlights the enduring centrality of justice as a criterion for
authority in Iranian political thought. Ultimately, the /’st legend exemplifies the sophisticated
integration of ideology, religion, and political authority in the Sasanian world, with a lasting
influence on subsequent periods.
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