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The present study examines the relationship between “living memory” and
“official history” in the context of intellectual, cultural, and identity developments
in modern and postmodern societies. The central issue of the research is the
conflict between lived memories and informal narratives of marginalized groups
and official memory organized by political and cultural institutions; a memory
that, in the process of modern nation-building, has transformed history into an
ideological tool for representing a homogeneous past and marginalized diverse
memories. The present study, drawing on Pierre Nora’s theoretical framework of
“lieux de mémoire” (sites of memory) and employing the method of critical
discourse analysis, offers a new perspective on history. It explores the
relationship between memory, history, and sites of memory, and examines the
capacity of these sites to represent, revive, and sustain suppressed memories. The
results show that the memory-making policies of modern states-nations have
turned history into a tool for consolidating power and dominant discourse by
marginalizing the memories of minority groups.in response to this trend," sites of
memory"can provide a means to grasp the true past and maintain continuity with
it. In addition to reconstructing collective identity, the sites can also offer the
opportunity to resist historical amnesia, revive neglected narratives and
marginalized voices,thereby preserving plural collective memory against
dominant official histories. The main achievement of the research is to highlight
the role of memory sites in reviving multilayered narratives, confronting
historical homogenization, and providing a critical framework for reinterpreting
cultural identity and fostering polyphonic historiography; which allows for a
deeper and multidimensional understanding of the process of memory-making
and historical representation.
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1.Introduction

In recent decades, the concept of “collective memory” has become a central focus in the fields of
cultural history, sociology, and the humanities. This growing attention reflects an increasing
awareness of the role memory plays in shaping collective identity, representing the past, and
reproducing power relations in modern societies. Within this framework, the relationship between
“living memory” and “official history” has emerged as a key issue in memory studies, as these two
represent distinct ways of engaging with the past. Living memory is rooted in lived experiences, oral
narratives, and social rituals, and it continues through intergenerational interactions. In contrast,
official history primarily relies on written documents, institutional frameworks, and formally
constructed narratives. With the expansion of modernity and the emergence of nation-states, official
history has increasingly functioned as a tool for organizing collective memory and consolidating
national identity, often marginalizing alternative narratives and the experiences of peripheral groups.
Under such conditions, the concept of “sites of memory” has gained particular significance as a
mechanism for preserving and reproducing collective memory.

2.Problem Statement

The social and cultural transformations of the modern world have led to the weakening of living
memory and a rupture in the intergenerational transmission of experiences. In this context, official
history—Tlargely shaped by power structures and political discourses—has increasingly replaced lived
memory and represents the past through a unified and institutionalized narrative. Such a process risks
eliminating or marginalizing diverse narratives and varied social experiences, ultimately intensifying a
crisis of memory and fragmentation in collective identity. Accordingly, the central problem of this
research is to examine the relationship between living memory and official history and to elucidate the
role of sites of memory in preserving and reconstructing collective memory within the context of
transformations in modern societies. This study seeks to demonstrate how sites of memory can
function as intermediaries between the past and the present, resisting historical oblivion and the
homogenization of narratives.

3.Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this study is grounded in Maurice Halbwachs’ concept of collective
memory and Pierre Nora’s theory of sites of memory (lieux de mémoire). Halbwachs, through his
formulation of collective memory, argues that the recollection of the past is shaped within the
framework of social groups and that memory is continually reconstructed within the context of social
relations. From this perspective, remembering is not merely an individual cognitive act but a socially
mediated process embedded in collective structures.

Building upon this approach, Pierre Nora introduces the concept of sites of memory to examine the
condition of memory in modern societies—societies in which living memory has gradually declined.
In order to preserve a connection with the past, memory becomes crystallized in various symbolic
forms such as monuments, rituals, texts, cultural symbols, and commemorative practices. According to
Nora, sites of memory are points where collective memories are condensed and preserved, enabling
the reconstruction and transmission of the past in contexts where living memory has weakened or been
disrupted. This perspective provides an interdisciplinary framework for analyzing the relationship
between memory, space, power, and identity.

4.Results

The findings of this study indicate that in modern societies, with the weakening of oral traditions and
the disruption of intergenerational transmission of experiences, living memory has gradually been
replaced by official history. Relying on archival documents, educational institutions, and
institutionalized narratives, official history reconstructs the past in a coherent framework that often
aligns with dominant power discourses. In many cases, this process marginalizes diverse social
narratives and lived experiences.
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Under such conditions, sites of memory gain particular significance as mechanisms for the
preservation and reproduction of collective memory. These sites may appear in the form of physical
spaces, cultural symbols, collective rituals, or literary texts, and by linking the past to the present, they
contribute to the continuity of a society’s cultural and historical identity.

Ultimately, this study demonstrates that rethinking the concept of memory and paying greater attention
to sites of memory can provide a foundation for reconstructing plural and multi-voiced narratives of
the past, while resisting the homogenization of historical memory within official narratives. Such an
approach can strengthen historical consciousness, preserve cultural diversity, and contribute to the
reconstruction of collective identity in contemporary societies.
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