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The present study, entitled “A4 Comparative Study of the Narrative of Shah
Abbas’s Confrontation with the Nuqtavis in Safavid Sources,” seeks to compare
the accounts of Khuzani and three other historians of this period, in order to
reveal the unique information contained in their reports as well as the aspects of
similarity and difference among their narratives. The aim is to determine how the
comparative analysis of these sources leads to the emergence of diverse
interpretations concerning the Nugtavi affair and to the formation of contradictory
understandings in the reader’s mind. The Nuqtavi order was founded in 800 AH
by Mahmud Pasikhani, and its activity continued during the Safavid era; as signs
of their cooperation with the Nizari Muhammad-Shahi sect can be observed
during the reign of Isma‘il and The reign of Tahmasp was accompanied by his
violent treatment of the Nugtavis. regarding the reign of Shah Abbas, it must be
said that each historian of this period reflected the story of the Shah’s
confrontation with the Nugtavis in his own manner. Among them, Khuzani’s
narrative has not been considered in any of the previous scholarly studies. The
findings of this research indicate that Khuzani offers a unique narrative in such
cases as the key role of ‘Inayat-Kal Isfahani in dealing with the Nugtavis,
mentioning the scholars present at the trial of Darvish Khosrow, and depicting the
massacre of the Nugtavis of Qazvin. Furthermore, with regard to the introduction
of their narratives and issues such as Shah Abbas’s alleged inclination toward the
Nugtavi order, the way in which he became aware of their deviations, the
chronology of related events, the method of proving Darvish Khosrow’s guilt in
court and the selection of Yusufi Tarkeshdoz for kingship, there exist similarities
and differences between Khuzani’s account and those of other historians.
Ultimately, the author of this study argues that the fading of ideological
prejudices over time and Khuzani’s lack of fear of the Safavid political
apparatus—due to his residence in India—gave him the opportunity to present the
event with a more realistic and independent perspective compared to the other
three sources.
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1. Introduction
The narrative of the Afzal al-Tavarikh concerning the Nugtavis has not, until now, received any
attention in scholarly research. A comparative examination of Khuzani’s account with those of three
other historians of the reign of Shah Abbas—namely Afushta’i, Munajjim Yazdi, and Iskandar Beg—
reveals numerous similarities and differences in content. In this regard, it should be noted that
although Khuzani, like Afushta’i and Iskandar Beg, links his report to the main body of the narrative
through a prefatory section, Munajjim Yazdi’s text lacks such an introduction. Khuzani and Iskandar
Beg compose their introductions with an overview of the activities of Darvish Khosrow prior to Shah
Abbas’s accession to the throne, whereas Afushta’i, in his preface, seeks to present the Nugqtavi
movement as a continuation of previous heretical trends by discussing issues such as Satan’s rebellion
against God and the emergence of figures whom he considers infidels—Ilike Mani, Mazdak, and Hasan
Sabbah. On the other hand, the manner in which Shah Tahmasp’s interaction with Darvish Khosrow is
presented in the introductions of Khuzani and Iskandar Beg is entirely contradictory: while Iskandar
Beg reports that the Shah treated Darvish Khosrow harshly, Khuzani claims that the monarch showed
him honor and respect. Khuzani, like Afushta’i and unlike Iskandar Beg and Munajjim Yazdi, refers to
the Shah’s financial assistance to the Nuqtavi center of activity in Qazvin and, contrary to them,
asserts that Shah Abbas converted to the Nugtavi order. Perhaps the most significant feature of
Khuzani’s account—which distinguishes his narrative from the other three—is the role he attributes to
a figure named ‘Tnayar-Kul Isfahani. According to Khuzani, this person was associated with Yusufi
Tarkeshdoz, advised the Shah to arrest Yusufi, collected evidence to prove the accusations against
Darvish Khosrow in court, personally executed Darvish Khosrow and Yusufi Tarkeshdoz, led the
massacre of the Nugtavis in Qazvin, and was responsible for the execution of Darvish Tarab and
Darvish Kamal in 1010 AH on the road to Khorasan. None of the other three historians make any
mention of ‘Inayat-Kul or his role in the Nugtavi affair.

Regarding the depiction of Darvish Khosrow’s arrest in the Takiyah of Qazvin, Afushta’i provides
a vivid and lively account, while the reports of Khuzani, Iskandar Beg, and Munajjim Yazdi lack this
feature. Furthermore, although Afushta’i and Iskandar Beg both refer to the killing of Mir Ahmad
Kashi—the Nugtavi leader of Kashan—by the Shah himself, Khuzani, despite having access to and
borrowing from Iskandar Beg’s text, omits the Shah’s direct role in this incident. As for who proposed
that Yusufi Tarkeshdoz should be appointed king for three days, the sources differ: Khuzani claims
that ‘Inayat-Kul advised the Shah to enthrone Yusufi, whereas in the Alam-ara-ye Abbasi and Tarikh-e
Abbasi, the proposal is attributed to Mulla Jalal Munajjim. However, Afushta’i attributes this decision
solely to Shah Abbas himself, assigning no role to any intermediary. Concerning the formation of a
tribunal to examine the accusations against Darvish Khosrow, although Khuzani, like Afushta’i and
Iskandar Beg, mentions the establishment of such a court, his account differs from theirs in several
respects. Khuzani asserts that this trial was held not in the presence of Shah Abbas but before “Shah
Yusufi,” and, moreover, he explicitly lists the names of six well-known scholars who were present at
the court—information absent in the accounts of the other two historians. In his narrative, Khuzani
also vividly describes the massacre of the Nugtavis of Qazvin following the execution of Darvish
Khosrow and Yusufi Tarkeshdoz, whereas the other three historians do not mention this event. From a
chronological perspective, Khuzani, like Iskandar Beg, records the suppression of the Nugtavis under
the events of the year 1002 AH, while Munajjim Yazdi and Afushta’i assign it to 1001 AH. Regarding
the historians’ evaluative judgments, Khuzani, like Munajjim Yazdi, employs the fewest negative
expressions toward prominent Nugtavi figures, while such expressions occur more frequently in the
writings of Iskandar Beg and especially Afushta’i. Nevertheless, Khuzani’s judgment of Yusufi
Tarkeshdoz differs from the others: during Yusufi’s three-day kingship, Khuzani speaks of him with
respect, referring to him as “the sovereign of dignity” and “Shah Yusufi,” though after this brief
period, his tone becomes sharply critical. By contrast, Afushta’i and Iskandar Beg adopt a consistently
negative attitude toward Yusufi throughout their accounts. Moreover, the reflection of the Nugtavi
belief in metempsychosis and the use of satire in narration are features of the accounts of Afushta’i
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and Iskandar Beg, which are absent in the texts of Khuzani and Munajjim Yazdi. All these
observations ultimately indicate that each historical source recounts only part of a larger story, and that
a comprehensive understanding of historical events requires a combined study of multiple sources.

Finally, regarding the degree of credibility of Khuzani’s report compared to the other three, the
present author argues that two factors make his narrative more reliable and independent. First,
Khuzani wrote about the Nuqtavi affair after a longer temporal distance from the events than the other
historians. Second, he composed this section outside the Safavid domain—that is, in India. In other
words, the fading of ideological prejudices over time and Khuzani’s lack of fear of the Safavid
political apparatus, due to his residence in India, enabled him to approach the episode with greater
realism and independence. The fact that Khuzani, unlike Iskandar Beg, speaks of Shah Tahmasp’s
amicable attitude toward Darvish Khosrow; that, contrary to the other three historians, he refers to
Shah Abbas’s inclination toward the Nugqtavi path; and that, in identifying the Nuqtavis’ heresy, he
emphasizes the role of ‘/nayat-Kul Isfahani rather than that of the Shah—all are instances
demonstrating the higher authenticity and originality of Khuzani’s account compared with the other
three sources.
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