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1. Introduction

With the rise to power of Mahmud of Ghazni and his government's religious orientation in
supporting the Ash'arites, the social and political grounds were prepared for the decline of the
rationalist tendencies of the Mu'tazila in Iran. In these circumstances, Ash'ari theology, which
emphasized textualism and the defense of traditional principles of faith, found an opportunity
to expand and gradually penetrated among intellectual elites and religious institutions. From
the fourth century AH onward, this school grew in Iran and influenced many Muslim thinkers.
At the beginning of the Seljuk state, especially during the reign of Tughril Beg, the first sultan
of this dynasty, the Ash'arites were deprived of political and courtly support because both
Tughril and his vizier, Amid al-Mulk Kunduri, followed the Hanafi school. Consequently,
Kunduri, with the sultan's backing, opposed the Shafi'ites — who constituted the majority of
the Ash'arite followers. However, with the rise of Alp Arslan in 455 AH and the vizierate
of Khaje Nizam al-Mulk Tusi, who himself was Shafi'i in jurisprudence, the religious policy
of the court changed. Nizam al-Mulk convinced the sultan that the Ash'arites were the
followers of the true faith. Thus, the grounds for relieving pressure and ceasing their
persecution were provided, and their position gradually became stable. Similar measures,
especially the support of Khaje Nizam al-Mulk for the formal teaching of Ash'ari theology in
the Nizamiyya schools, caused this school to gain a stable position throughout the Sunni-
populated lands and to become deeply rooted in Iran.

The Mongol invasion of Iran at the beginning of the seventh century AH not only shattered
the political and social structure of the country but also undermined the intellectual
foundations of political legitimacy. With the flight of Sultan Muhammad Kharazmshah and
the collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate, religious legitimacy based on the sultanic tradition and
governmental jurisprudence largely disappeared, and the political-social order faced a crisis.
In such a situation, the same predestinarian beliefs of Ash'ari theology, which had previously
taken root in Iran, once again gained importance. Meanwhile, scholars and thinkers turned to
new sources, including Islamic mysticism, to restore social order and the legitimacy of rulers.
Concepts such as the Perfect Human, Divine Vicegerency (Khalifat Allah), justice, light,
Divine Glory (Farrah-i Izadi), the Shadow of God (Zill Allah), and sainthood (Wilayat),
which had previously been formed in mystical texts, were now placed in the service of
recreating political power. Sufi lodges (Khanqahs) and Sufis, as intermediaries between the
people and the rulers, played an effective role in reducing social tensions and strengthening
political and cultural cohesion.

The most important work of Najm al-Din Razi, the book "Mirsad al-Ibad min al-Mabda' ila
al-Ma'ad" (The Path of God's Servants from the Origin to the Return), was composed
between 618 and 620 AH in Sivas of Rum (Anatolia) and was dedicated to Ala al-Din
Kayqubad, the Seljuk sultan. The idea of kingship in pre-Islamic Iran, centered on the concept
of Divine Glory (Farrah-i Izadi), held a special place and introduced kings as the
representatives of God on earth. Mysticism and Sufism experienced remarkable growth
during the Seljuk period and became an influential social institution in Iranian society. Najm
al-Din Razi, one of the most prominent mystics of this era (sixth and seventh centuries AH),
witnessed the Mongol invasion and their atrocities, and saw chaos, the lack of political order,
and the absence of a centralized and coherent government with his own eyes. He, who was a
disciple of Sheikh Najm al-Din Kubra — one of the influential figures in Sufism — unlike
many ascetic and otherworldly Sufis, paid special attention to the connection between
mysticism and politics. Razi presented a model for the spiritual wayfaring (suluk) of different
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social classes, including kings, viziers, and men of letters. This approach represents a unique
attempt to integrate mystical concepts with the political-social system in one of the most
critical periods of Iran's history.

In the fifth chapter of "Mirsad al-Ibad," which consists of eight sections, Razi discusses the
spiritual wayfaring of different classes and the depiction of an ideal society. He examines the
classes according to their power and social status, prioritizing them accordingly, and at the top
of this hierarchy, he focuses on the wayfaring of kings, because they possess the highest
degree of power and influence. Every class, in order to attain nearness to God and divine
pleasure, must go through three stages of spiritual wayfaring: First, the wayfarer (salik) must
transcend his carnal desires and personal interests and direct his intention solely toward the
divine essence. Then, by committing to honesty in action and thought, he attains knowledge
of the absolute truth of existence (God). The ultimate goal of wayfaring is reaching divine
nearness (Qurb).
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