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Avrticle Info Abstract
_ Toponymy, as a key branch of historical geography, plays a significant role in
Article Type: analyzing spatial and cultural transformations in human societies. Place names serve

Research Article as essential tools for gaining deeper insights into the complex relationship between

humans and their environment throughout history, reflecting cultural changes,
Article History: population movements, and socio-political transformations over the centuries.
December 23, 2024 Focusing on the toponyms Suraq, Duraqg, Falahiyeh, and Shadegan in southern
Khuzestan, this study highlights, on the one hand, the capacity of toponymic studies
to reconstruct spatio-historical developments and, on the other, their value in
In Revised Form: revealing the inseparable ties between spatial identity, natural factors, and socio-
August 27, 2025 political processes. The main goal of this research is to reassess part of Khuzestan’s
territorial history by tracing the historical background, spatial changes, and semantic
] connections of these four toponyms, in order to answer whether they refer to distinct
Accepted: . . . ? . .
February 14, 2026 locations across different h_|stor|cal pc_erlods ortoa shared geographl_cal context. _The
study employs a comparative analysis of Syriac, Greek, and Arabic geographical-
historical texts, travel accounts, geographic coordinates, historical maps, and
archaeological evidence. The integrated data indicate that these place names have
undergone multiple spatial and temporal transformations from antiquity to the
present. Based on archaeological, linguistic, historical, and geomorphological
evidence, four key locations have been identified: Tel Tendy and Ja Nisin (as the
probable sites of ancient Suraq and Duraq in present-day Ramshir County), the
village of Madineh (as Old Durag in Shadegan County), and Falahiyeh (as New
Duraq and the original nucleus of modern Shadegan). These areas appear to have
shifted gradually from east to west and then southwest along the Jarrahi River over
time, due to environmental changes—such as the evolution of alluvial fans—and
human interventions. While the available data shed partial light on these
transformations, the limited extent of previous research and the destruction of many
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Eg:gg’ Hilsi':)??g;i sites in recent decades underline the need for targeted archaeological surveys,
Geogréphy satellite imagery analysis, and interdisciplinary approaches to either confirm or

revise these hypotheses.

Cite this The Author (s): Sharbaf, M., & Razmjou, Sh. (2026). A Study of the Toponyms Suraq, Duraq, Falahiyeh, and
Shadegan in the Historical Geography of Khuzestan, Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring-
Summer: (193-232)- https://doi.org/ 10.22059/jhss.2025.387405.473763

® @ Publisher: Unversity of Tehran
© The Author(s): Marzieh Sharbaf, Shahrokh Razmjou

DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.22059/jhss.2025.387405.473763



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7062-6488
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2301-2691
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_107155.html
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_107155.html

194 Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring- Summer 2026

1. Introduction

The current city of Shadegan, serving as the administrative center of Shadegan County in the southern
part of Khuzestan Province, Iran, is geographically situated in a unique deltaic landscape formed by
the sedimentary deposits of the Jarrahi River and its various distributaries. This region borders Ahvaz
to the north, Khorramshahr to the west, Bandar Mahshahr to the east, and Abadan to the south. In the
downstream basin of the Jarrahi River, a vast and complex ecological system has developed,
comprised of interconnected freshwater and saltwater wetlands alongside Khar Masa and its
associated islands, which eventually connect to the Persian Gulf. This specific environmental layout
has influenced the historical geography and settlement patterns of the region. The city of Shadegan,
which in late Islamic historical texts was referred to as Falahi or Falahiyeh, is also connected to an
older regions known as Surag or Durag, with the surrounding marshlands still retaining the name
Hawr Duragq today. Historical and geographical texts from the third and fourth centuries AH
frequently document the positioning of Suragq and Durag among the primary districts and towns of
Khuzestan, highlighting its riverside location and its proximity to the coastal marshlands and the sea.

Due to its extensive network of waterways and its strategic connectivity via the Jarrahi and Karin
rivers, Duraq functioned as a critical hub for both overland and maritime transportation, trade, and
regional communication. This geographic importance ensured that the area remained a focal point of
administrative and political attention for local and national ruling powers across different eras. The
region played a dual economic role: it facilitated communication between the Fars province and
Mesopotamia, linking routes with major northern urban centers such as Ahvaz, Suq al-Arba‘a, and
‘Askar Mukram. Additionally, it played a significant role in the movement of goods and maritime
trade from India and China.

Geomorphological and geoarchaeological evidence confirms that Shadegan developed on a vast,
fertile alluvial fan constructed by the sediment deposition of the Jarrahi River alongside continuous
human modification. The high fertility of these alluvial soils combined with the availability of fresh
water from the river gradually allowed for extensive agricultural exploitation and land productivity.
Alongside these agricultural assets, the unique ecological dynamics of the marshlands—characterized
by expansive reedbeds and rich biodiversity—further elevated the socio-economic and strategic
importance of the area. Across different historical periods, the vast expanses of the wetlands not only
provided sustenance for the local populations through food resourcesand water buffalo husbandry, but
also served specialized political and military roles, acting variously as a place of political exile, a
natural defensive refuge, or a strategic gateway for escaping toward the open sea during times of
conflict.

To fully understand and reconstruct these complex historical-geographical transformations, a
comprehensive and integrated methodological approach is required. This study relies directly on the
compilation and systematic analysis of geographical-historical texts from Greek and Arabic traditions,
various travelogues, archaeological data, and earlier historical-archaeological research. In addition to
these sources, the investigation utilizes previously unexamined historical documentation, such as early
Syriac texts and mathematical geographical data from Islamic records, specifically focusing on the
precise longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates of the towns. Ultimately, by synthesizing this diverse
set of information, a clear spatial-temporal trajectory emerges, which leads to a classification of
Duraq's geography into three distinct historical phases: Ancient Durag, Old Durag, and New Durag.
Ancient Duraq, according to limited archaeological surveys, was likely located south of Meshraqeh in
Ramshir County. Old Duraq, as recorded in written administrative and geographical texts, maintained
its continuous spatial existence up until the twelfth century AH within the vicinity of modern-day
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Madineh village in Shadegan County. New Duraq, which became widely known in text traditions as
Falahiyeh, developed from the twelfth century AH onward and directly corresponds to the core urban
nucleus of modern-day Shadegan. The broader historical trajectory of these toponyms shows a clear,
gradual migration of urban settlements along the course of the Jarrahi River, moving from east to west
and eventually shifting southwest toward the coastal marshlands, a process driven by environmental
evolution, such as alluvial fan progression, alongside deliberate human interventions and changing
political configurations.
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