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Article Info Abstract

In the narratives of Aristotle's life, it is mentioned that he traveled and stayed in
Article Type: the cities of Atarneus and Assos in northwest Asia Minor, under the rule of a
Research Article

local ruler named Hermias, after the death of Plato. At the end of the
Achaemenid period and after the changes of the era of Artaxerxes III (359/58 -
Article History: 338 BC), Hermias was able to gradually expand his power in that region and
Received: through Aristotle and some other students of Plato's Academy, he became an
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important factor in Philip II - the ruler of Macedonia - becoming aware of the

internal condition of the Achaemenid Empire; to the extent that his political
In Revised Form: alliance with Philip faced a harsh reaction from the Persians and he lost his life

May 27,2025 over that pact. Although Aristotle praised Hermias and slandered Persians in his

writings, by carefully examining the political and diplomatic developments

Accented between the ruler of Atarneus and the king of Macedonia, it can be concluded
ccepted:

May 30, 2025 that the Achaemenid Empire had accurate and clear information about the
political events of the Greek city-states and Macedonian kingdom and by
removing Hermias, and probably Philip himself, has helped the Greeks a lot to
gain their lost independence. However, the Greeks did not take advantage of the
opportunity for unity and lost the independence of their city-states to Philip's
son, Alexander, shortly after. In this research, it has been tried to show, based on
the analytical method and using library sources, that the Achaemenid Empire, to
strengthen the Treaty of Antalcidas, made its efforts to maintain the
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the emergence of Alexander by removing the Macedonian-oriented elements,
but the conflicts among the Greeks and Alexander's promptitude and violence in
suppressing his Greek opponents caused the loss of this historical opportunity.
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1. Introduction

The twilight years of the Achaemenid Empire, particularly the reign of Artaxerxes III (359/58-338
BC), represent a complex geopolitical landscape where Persian, Greek, and Macedonian interests
collided and converged in unprecedented ways. Central to this intricate web of diplomacy and
espionage was a seemingly minor local ruler from the Troad region of northwestern Asia Minor:
Hermias of Atarneus. A former student of the Platonic Academy, Hermias cultivated a unique
philosophical-political circle that included the young Aristotle, who would later become the tutor and
advisor to Philip II of Macedon. This study, employing an analytical methodology grounded in a
critical review of ancient literary sources (primarily from the Aristotelian corpus, Diodorus Siculus,
and later doxographical traditions), argues that Hermias acted as a pivotal intermediary—a strategic
conduit—through which Philip II gained crucial intelligence regarding the internal weaknesses,
military dispositions, and diplomatic secrets of the Achaemenid Empire. Simultaneously, it challenges
the traditional Greek-centric narrative that portrays the Persian response as purely reactive and
uninformed. Instead, this abstract posits that the Achaemenid court, far from being a passive giant,
possessed accurate and actionable intelligence regarding Macedonian expansionism. The execution of
Hermias and the subsequent Persian attempts to destabilize Philip’s network were not acts of random
cruelty but calculated measures to preserve the integrity of the King’s Peace (the Treaty of Antalcidas
of 386 BC), which guaranteed the autonomy of the Greek city-states against hegemonic powers like
Macedon.

Hermias’s rise to power in the cities of Atarneus and Assos coincided with a period of Achaemenid
resurgence under Artaxerxes III, a ruler who brutally reasserted central control over the empire’s
western satrapies. Unlike his predecessors, Artaxerxes was intolerant of autonomous local dynasts,
especially those with Greek sympathies. Hermias, however, exploited the temporary chaos following
the Great Satraps’ Revolt to carve out a small but strategically vital domain overlooking the Asian
coastline opposite the island of Lesbos. His academy, which hosted Aristotle and Xenocrates, was not
merely a philosophical retreat but a political hub. Through Aristotle, Hermias established a direct line
of communication and alliance with Philip II, who by 347 BC had already consolidated his control
over Thessaly and was eyeing an entry into Anatolia. The correspondence and diplomatic exchanges
between Hermias and Philip, facilitated by Aristotle’s presence and credibility, provided the
Macedonian king with a wealth of information: the morale of Persian satrapal armies, the logistical
vulnerabilities of the coastal fortresses, and the growing discontent among the Greek mercenary
commanders in Persian service.

The Achaemenid response was swift and devastating. Persian forces under the command of Mentor of
Rhodes, a Greek mercenary leader loyal to the Great King, captured Hermias through treachery.
Subjected to torture, he was executed, reportedly refusing to betray his associates, including Aristotle.
This brutal suppression is often read in Greek sources—most notably in Aristotle’s famous “Hymn to
Virtue” and the indignant letters attributed to him—as Persian barbarism and fear of Greek
enlightenment. However, a revisionist reading of the events between 347 and 336 BC reveals a
different reality: the Achaemenid Empire was acting as a rational hegemon enforcing a century-old
treaty. The King’s Peace had explicitly forbidden synoecism (political unification) and external
interference in the autonomy of Greek city-states. Philip’s expansionism, first in Thrace and then into
central Greece (culminating at Chaeronea in 338 BC), was a direct violation of that treaty. Hermias
was not an innocent philosopher-king; he was a rebel vassal colluding with a foreign, hostile hegemon
(Philip) to undermine the empire’s western defenses. By eliminating Hermias, Artaxerxes III disrupted
the primary intelligence network feeding Philip’s ambitions. Moreover, by offering support (financial
and naval) to the anti-Macedonian coalition led by Athens and Thebes, the Persians actively attempted
to restore Greek independence. This Persian strategy very nearly succeeded. Had the Greek city-states
united behind the Persian-sponsored resistance, the Battle of Chaeronea might have ended differently.
Nevertheless, the Greeks squandered this opportunity. The deep-seated rivalries between Athens and
Thebes, the lingering fear of Persian meddling, and the fatal overconfidence of their armies allowed
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Philip to crush them in 338 BC. Immediately following Chaeronea, Philip was preparing a pan-
Hellenic invasion of Persia, a project he had inherited from Hermias’s intelligence. Although Philip
was assassinated in 336 BC, the institutional and strategic framework he built—informed by a decade
of Persian intelligence via Hermias—passed seamlessly to his son, Alexander. The Achaemenid
Empire, despite having successfully removed the “Macedonian agent” Hermias, now faced a far more
formidable opponent. Alexander’s promptitude and unparalleled violence in suppressing the Theban
revolt (335 BC) and his brutal sack of Thebes served as a terrifying lesson to the other Greek states,
effectively neutralizing any further Persian-backed revolts in Greece. Within a few short years, the
very independence the Persians had fought to protect was extinguished.

2. Conclusion

This study concludes that the triangular relationship between Hermias, Aristotle, and Philip II was not
a minor philosophical anecdote but a decisive factor in shaping Achaemenid-Macedonian relations
during the critical decade of 347-336 BC. The evidence demonstrates three key findings. First, the
Achaemenid Empire under Artaxerxes Il was strategically astute: it accurately identified Hermias as
an intelligence conduit for Macedonian expansion, and its violent removal of him was a logical,
preemptive strike to enforce the King’s Peace and preserve the autonomy of the Greek city-states.
Second, despite this Persian success, the structural inability of the Greeks to overcome their internal
conflicts (stasis) neutralized the advantage that Persian support had offered. The opportunity for a
united Greek front against Macedonian hegemony, backed by Persian resources, was lost not due to
Persian failure but due to Greek disunity and miscalculation. Third, the ultimate failure of the
Achaemenid strategy lay not in its conception or execution against Hermias, but in its underestimation
of two factors: the rapidity of Alexander’s consolidation of power after Philip’s assassination, and the
paralyzing effect of Macedonian military violence (e.g., the destruction of Thebes) on potential Greek
defectors. Therefore, while the Achaemenid Empire successfully dismantled the Hermias-Philip axis
and temporarily disrupted Macedonian intelligence, it could not prevent the rise of Alexander. The
Greeks, having failed to seize the historical opportunity for independence offered by Persian
intervention, ultimately paid the price with the loss of their city-states’ autonomy. In this sense, the
tragedy of Hermias—praised by Aristotle as a martyr but executed as a traito—symbolizes the larger
tragedy of the Greek world: a fatal inability to unite against a common enemy, even when that
enemy’s most dangerous plans were momentarily exposed by Persian action.
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