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Since the emergence of newspapers in Iran, the publication of historical materials
has constituted one of their most prominent thematic domains. Historical content
in the press reflects prevailing societal attitudes toward the past and its interpretive
frameworks. Employing a descriptive—historical approach, the present study seeks
to identify and classify the historical content published in Iranian periodicals from
their inception to the end of the Qajar era. An examination of 226 periodicals from
the Qajar period identifies 227 items of historical content, a finding that highlights
the significant presence of historical writing within the press discourse of the time.
At a historical juncture marked by emerging political and intellectual
transformations, the press assumed an educational and reform-oriented role, and
history functioned as an effective instrument for promoting public awareness and
legitimizing political and social reforms. The rearticulation of the historical past
was conceived as a strategy for consolidating national identity and responding to
external threats. By foregrounding historical heritage, periodicals actively
contributed to the construction of cultural cohesion. Furthermore, the appeal of
historical subjects enhanced readership and strengthened the economic viability of
the press. Taken together, these factors enabled the Iranian press of the Qajar era
to generate a wide and diverse range of historical content and to exert a formative
influence on the shaping of collective historical memory.
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1. Introduction

Journalism in Iran, like many phenomena of the modern era, emerged from within the transformations of
the Qajar period and quickly became one of the most influential elements in the political, social, and
cultural developments of this era. Although the first steps in this field were taken with the publication of
publications such as "Kaghaz-e Akhbar" (1253 AH / 1837 AD), what made this new phenomenon enduring
in Iran's history was its unparalleled role in transmitting modern concepts, public education, and shaping
public opinion. The Qajar press was not only a comprehensive mirror reflecting Iranian society's encounter
with Western civilization but was also an active agent in directing these transformations. From the official
court reports in "Vaqaye'-e Ettefaqiyeh" to the critical and reformist articles of the Constitutional period
press, all indicate that the Qajar press traversed a tumultuous path from mere information dissemination
towards political critique and social awareness-raising. This transition from state-run journalism to
independent and private press provides a fascinating and instructive narrative of the intersection of tradition
and modernity, power and freedom, and knowledge and ignorance within the context of contemporary
Iranian history .Examining the evolution of the press during this era, three distinct stages can be identified.
First, the period of official and state-run newspapers, published with the aim of informing courtiers and
government officials. "Vaqaye'-e Ettefaqiyeh," published by order of Amir Kabir in 1267 AH (1851 AD),
is a prime example of this period. This newspaper, inspired by the Ottoman "Takvim-i Vekayi," was more
of an official bulletin reflecting court events and government appointments than a modern public media
outlet. During the Naser al-Din Shah era, even as the number of state-run newspapers increased to four,
their content remained limited to official news, and government employees were compelled to purchase
them; otherwise, the subscription fee would be deducted from their salaries. This practice shows that at this
stage, the press lacked inherent legitimacy and appeal for the general public and was distributed through
coercive means .The second stage began with the emergence of semi-independent and reformist
publications in the late Naseri period. Newspapers such as "Vaqaye'-e 'Adliyeh," "Ruznameh-ye Nezami,"
and "Merrikh," although still published under the shadow of the government, showed signs of indirect
critique and an emphasis on concepts such as civilization, rule of law, and knowledge. Mirza Hossein Khan
Moshir od-Dowleh, who himself was angered by comparing Iran's newspapers with those of Istanbul, was
among the supporters of this gradual transformation. However, due to their short lifespans and lack of
public reception, these journals failed to create a fundamental change in the culture of reading newspapers.
The third and most important stage coincided with the reign of Mozaffar ad-Din Shah and the constitutional
movement. It was during this period that private and independent press first found an opportunity to
emerge, and "Tarbiyat," managed by Mohammad Hossein Foroughi (Zoka ol-Molk), pioneered this
transformation. This newspaper, published from December 1896 to March 1907, established a new
discourse in Iranian journalism with its motto of making purchase and reading "optional." Tarbiyat also
created, for the first time, a system of provincial correspondents who were responsible for the accuracy of
their reports; if false news was published, the name of the offending correspondent would be openly
announced. This transformation signified a transition from journalism as a government declaration to
journalism as an accountable and responsible profession towards its audience. Following Tarbiyat, other
private publications such as "Hadid" and "Ehtiya;j" in Tabriz, and "Adab" and "Kamal" in other cities, came
into existence .But what were the content characteristics of the Qajar-era press? First, the language of these
publications was a mixture of Arabic and Turkish words with emerging political terminology, and their
prose style was generally simple and fluent to be understandable to the common people. Second, they
covered a wide range of topics, from political and social issues to health, medical, and historical
discussions. The newspaper "Tarbiyat," in this regard, played a pioneering role in modern public health
education by publishing 135 reports and articles related to health. These articles, often written by
physicians graduated from Dar ul-Funun, addressed issues such as cholera, diphtheria, smallpox, and
opposition to common superstitions in treating illnesses, thereby turning the press into an arena for
critiquing traditional beliefs and promoting modern knowledge .Third, the press of this era, by inventing
new literary forms such as "cautionary tales" (dastan-e 'ebrat) and "imaginary dialogues," managed to
convey critical and reformist messages to the audience in an engaging and indirect manner. Publishing
serialized stories in newspapers like "Majalleh-ye Nosvan" and "Iran-e No" not only encouraged the
audience to follow the newspaper regularly but also provided a platform for critiquing old traditions and
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autocratic structures. Furthermore, using the format of "imaginary dialogues" between symbolic characters
such as Intellect and Fortune, the Cleric and the Jester, or Blade and Pen, allowed Qajar-era journalists to
explain progressive concepts like citizenship rights, critique of despotism, and justification of the
constitutional system in a symbolic and indirect language, while observing censorship considerations. This
literary device, which had begun during the Fath-Ali Shah era, gained a more distinctly critical aspect
during the Naseri period and reached its peak during the Lesser Tyranny (Estebdad-e Saghir) of
Mohammad-Ali Shah, becoming an effective genre for disseminating awareness and expressing socio-
political criticism.Beyond these, another important focus of the Qajar press was historical content. A study
of 226 publications from this era reveals the presence of 227 historical texts—a figure that demonstrates the
importance of history in the media discourse of the time. Re-examining the historical past, at a time when
Iran was facing foreign aggression and an identity crisis, was seen as a tool for strengthening national
identity and countering external threats. The press contributed to the cultural cohesion of society by
highlighting Iran's historical heritage, while simultaneously leveraging the inherent appeal of history to
increase circulation and public reception.However, the path of press development during the Qajar era was
not smooth. Periods of suppression and censorship, especially during the time of Mohammad-Ali Shah, put
immense pressure on journalists, leading to the closure of many publications or forcing them underground.
Nevertheless, what distinguishes the press of this era from later publications is the fresh, exploratory spirit
that flowed within it. The Qajar press not only recorded and documented events like the Constitutional
Revolution but were themselves an inseparable part of the fabric of those events. They served as a bridge
between the elite and the masses, between tradition and modernity, and between the ruling power and the
nascent public opinion.

2.Conclusion

The Qajar-era press, despite its many ups and downs and the challenges encountered along its
developmental path, is considered one of the most significant cultural and political achievements of this
period. They gradually evolved from the initial state-run newspapers, which served only courtly purposes
and were distributed forcibly among employees, into independent, critical, and influential media that
played an unparalleled role in public education, critique of power, and shaping public opinion. This gradual
transition was primarily due to the efforts of pioneering journalists who, understanding the necessity of
change, replaced the dry, official bulletins of the previous era with a professional news-gathering system,
content diversity, and engaging literary formats.Among the most important achievements of the press in
this era are: expanding the vocabulary of political and social discourse in the Persian language;
institutionalizing concepts such as law, freedom, constitution, and citizenship rights; promoting modern
medical and public health knowledge; strengthening the sense of national and historical identity; and
inventing new literary genres like serialized stories and imaginary dialogues—each, in its own way,
creating a profound transformation in Iranian culture. Furthermore, by criticizing superstitious beliefs and
outdated traditions in health, politics, and culture, the Qajar press provided a basis for a gradual break from
some familiar but incorrect notions.However, it should not be forgotten that the press of this period was
never truly "free" in the complete sense of the word. Governmental pressure, recurring censorship, threats,
and closures always cast a heavy shadow over journalistic activity. The peak of these pressures during the
reign of Mohammad-Ali Shah endangered many of the previous achievements and once again proved that a
dynamic, critical press, without the backing of civil liberties and the rule of law, remains perpetually
vulnerable. Thus, the experience of the Qajar press, while offering a hopeful narrative of the intellectual
and cultural dynamism of Iranian society, also carries bitter lessons about the fragility of free speech in the
absence of stable democratic structures.In short, the Qajar-era press is not merely a historical document but
a living, instructive heritage for contemporary journalism in Iran. It demonstrated how far an independent,
critical media can go in raising awareness and facilitating social reform; and at the same time, it warns that
this path is never smooth, and its preservation requires courage, commitment, and perseverance.
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Adabi. (1297-1299 A.P.). 1(2, 3, 5); 2(1); 3(1). [in Persian]
Akhtar. (1294-1296 A.H.). 3(3-67); 4-5(4-28). [in Persian]
Al-Adab. (1296-1297 A.P.). 1(1, 3); 2(4, 7). [in Persian]
Al-Kamal. (1301 A.P.). (Issues 4, 5, 9, 10, 28). [in Persian]
Armaghan. (1299-1304 A.P.). 1(1, 6, 7, 9—10); 2(10); 3(1-2, 11-12); 4(1, 5—
7, 9-10); 5(2, 6-12); 6(1-9, 34). [in Persian]
Aryan. (1333 A.H.). 1(6-7). [in Persian]
Ayandeh. (1304 A.P.). 1(1-5). [in Persian]
Bahar. (1328-1330 A.H.). 1(1-8, 12); 2(5-6, 8-10, 12). [in Persian]
Barq. (1331 A.H.). 5(7). [in Persian]
Chehreh-Nama. (1322-1326 A.H.). 1(1-9); 5(55-58). [in Persian]
Dabestan. (1301 A.P.). 1(1-4). [in Persian]
Daneshkadeh. (1297 A.P.). 1(2-9). [in Persian]
Donya-ye Iran. (1339 A.H.). 1(6). [in Persian]
Elmi. (1293 A.P.). 1(2—4, 9-10). [in Persian]
Eqgbal. (1298-1301 A.P.). 1(4-5, 7-8); 3(9); 4(1). [in Persian]
Erfan. (1303 A.P.). 1(4-6). [in Persian]
Estakhr. (1339-1341 A.H.). 2-4(7-44). [in Persian]
Ettehad. (1300 A.P.). 1(3—4, 14—17). [in Persian]
Ettela“. (1302—1325 A.H.). (Multiple issues). [in Persian]
Forugh-e Tarbiat. (1300 A.P.). 1(4). [in Persian]
Ganjineh-ye Ma‘aref. (1301 A.P.). 1(1-2, 5-6). [in Persian]
Golestan. (1303 A.P.). 7(272-284). [in Persian]
Habl al-Matin. (1325 A.H.). (Issues 72, 253, 257). [in Persian]
Iran. (1298-1319 A.H.). (Issues 451-1004). [in Persian]
Iran (New series). (1297-1298 A.P.). 2-3 (Multiple issues). [in Persian]
Iran-e Soltani. (1321-1324 A.H.). 56-59(6-21). [in Persian]
Iranshahr. (1301-1303 A.P.). 1-3 (Multiple issues). [in Persian]
Jam'iyat-e Nesvan-e Vatan-khah-e Iran. (1302 A.P.). 1(2). [in Persian]
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Jahan-e Zanan. (1340 A.H.). 1(5). [in Persian]

Jarideh-ye Adab. (13161321 A.H.). 1(1-4); 3(6—13). [in Persian]
Kaveh. (1285-1290 A.Y./A.P.). (Multiple issues). [in Persian]
Khavar. (1333 A.H.). 1(41); 2(5). [in Persian]

Kholaseh al-Havadeth. (1316 A.H.). (Issues 41, 75, 103). [in Persian]
Majles. (1324-1330 A.H.). (Multiple issues). [in Persian]

Merrikh. (1296-1297 A.P.). (Issues 1-17). [in Persian]

Nameh-ye Parsi. (1334-1335 A.H.). 1(6-9, 19); (14-19). [in Persian]
Nowbabhar. (1293-1301 A.P.). 4(9, 18-24); 13(4-29, 34). [in Persian]
Parvardin. (1333 A.H.). 1(25-52). [in Persian]

Sadeh. (1301 A.P.). 1(1). [in Persian]

Sepideh-Dam. (1301 A.P.). 1(3, 7). [in Persian]

Sharaf. (1302-1304 A.H.). 2—4(29, 31-49). [in Persian]

Sharafat. (1314-1317 A.H.). (Multiple issues). [in Persian]

Sharq. (1303 A.P.). 1(1). [in Persian]

Sorayya. (1316-1317 A.H.). 1(1); 2(23). [in Persian]

Tarbiat. (1318-1322 A.H.). 4(214); 6-7(301-316). [in Persian]
Tazakkor. (1301 A.P.). 1(8). [in Persian]

Tazeh Bahar. (1338 A.H.). 1(1). [in Persian]

Tohfat al-Odaba. (1301-1302 A.P.). 1(2); 2(5). [in Persian]

Vafa. (1302-1303 A.P.). 1(1, 5-12); 2(1-6, 8). [in Persian]
Vagqaye‘-ye Etefaqiyyeh. (1272 A.H.). (256). [in Persian]
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