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Article Info Abstract
This study examines the nature, functions, and objectives of endowments (waqf)
Article Type: established by state officials in the province of Mazandaran during the period of

Research Article the Qajar dynasty (1210-1344 AH). By employing qualitative content analysis

of surviving waqf deeds, the research seeks to uncover patterns in the types of
Article History: endowed properties, their intended uses, and their temporal and spatial
Received: distribution. The study identifies fourteen waqf deeds created by officials
December 30, 2024 . . . . . . .
holding various titles, including brigadier generals, sardars, khans, beglerbegis, a
kalantar, and a mustawfi. The findings reveal considerable diversity in the types
In Revised Form: of endowed assets, including agricultural lands, shops, caravanserais, pastures,
November 7, 2025 gardens, qanats, coffeehouses, castles, and residential buildings. These assets
reflect the economic resources available to officials and their strategic use of
Accepted: productive property to ensure sustainable revenue streams. The purposes of the
June 5, 2026 endowments were equally diverse, ranging from financing religious
ceremonies—particularly mourning rituals for Imam Husayn—to supporting
descendants, aiding the poor and needy, funding educational activities, and
Published Onlin: promoting public welfare. Temporal analysis shows that 36% of the
June 5, 2026 endowments were established during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah, 50%
during Mozzafar al-Din Shah, and 14% during Ahmad Shah Qajar, indicating a

. . eak in endowment activity during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
Keywords: Qajar Period, p y & y

Mazandaran Province, centuries. Geographically, the highest concentration of waqf deeds is observed
Wagqf (Endowment), in the cities of Sari and Nur. Overall, the study demonstrates that state officials
Endowment Documents, played a significant role in sustaining and expanding the wagqf institution,
Officeholders

contributing to the social, religious, and economic fabric of the region.
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1. Introduction

The waqf institution has long been one of the most enduring social, economic, and religious
mechanisms in Islamic societies, including Iran. Rooted in Islamic charitable principles, waqf
historically functioned as a bridge between private wealth and public needs, facilitating the provision
of social services, religious activities, and economic infrastructure. During the Qajar period, waqf
served not only as a charitable practice but also as a mechanism for wealth distribution, social welfare,
and the reinforcement of social status.

Mazandaran, with its unique geographical position, abundant natural resources, and distinct socio-
economic structure, provides an ideal context for examining the operation of waqf during this era. The
surviving waqf documents from the region offer valuable insights into the types of endowed
properties, donors’ intentions, and the broader social and economic conditions of the time.

The main research problem addressed in this study concerns the motivations and patterns of
endowment among state officials in Mazandaran during the Qajar period. Specifically, the study asks
what types of properties were endowed, what motivations guided the donors, how the revenues were
allocated, and what social impacts these endowments produced. The central hypothesis suggests that
officials primarily endowed productive properties such as agricultural lands and revenue-generating
assets, motivated by religious beliefs, social responsibility, commemoration of religious rituals,
support for descendants, and the desire to maintain or enhance social prestige.

Although previous scholarship has explored waqf from legal, economic, and social perspectives,
relatively few studies have focused specifically on state officials within a regional context. By
concentrating on this particular social group and employing a document-based analytical approach, the
present study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the relationship between political
authority, social status, and charitable practices.

2.Materials and Methods

This research employs a qualitative historical methodology based on thematic content analysis of waqf
deeds. The primary data consist of archival documents preserved in the collections of the Organization
of Endowments and Charity Affairs and the provincial endowment administration of Mazandaran.
From a total of 1,774 Qajar-period waqf deeds recorded in the national database, fourteen documents
were selected through purposive sampling. The selection criteria included: (1) geographical relevance
to Mazandaran, (2) chronological placement within the Qajar period, and (3) association with
individuals holding official titles such as brigadier general, sardar, khan, beglerbegi, kalantar, or
mustawfi. The analysis followed a thematic approach, identifying recurring patterns and categories
within the documents. Three main analytical axes were emphasized: the types of endowed properties,
the intended uses and objectives of the endowments, and their temporal and spatial distribution. The
research also considered the broader socio-political and religious context to ensure historically
grounded interpretations.

Given limitations in access to complete archival records, the findings are interpreted within the scope
of available documents, acknowledging that they represent a sample rather than the entirety of
endowment activity in the region.

3.Discussion and Results

The analysis identifies a total of twenty-five endowed properties across the fourteen deeds, revealing a
predominance of single-asset endowments. Agricultural lands and farms constitute the largest
category, accounting for more than half of the endowed properties, highlighting the centrality of
agriculture in the regional economy and the preference for income-generating assets capable of
sustaining long-term charitable functions.Other types of assets include shops, caravanserais, pastures,
gardens, ganats, castles, coffeechouses, and residential buildings. The diversity of these assets reflects
the economic capacity of officials and their strategic selection of properties with stable revenue
potential. Regarding intended uses, the study distinguishes between single-purpose and multi-purpose
endowments. Religious functions, particularly funding mourning ceremonies for Imam Husayn,
constitute a major category, demonstrating the strong connection between religious devotion and
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charitable giving. In many cases, detailed instructions were provided regarding the organization of
ceremonies, including payment of reciters, provision of food and beverages, and maintenance of
religious spaces. Another significant category involves charitable and public welfare activities,
including assistance to widows, orphans, the poor, debtors, and travelers, as well as funding burial
expenses and supporting public infrastructure such as roads, mosques, schools, and bridges.
Educational purposes also appear in several endowments, including funding for schools, teachers’
salaries, and the purchase of books. Temporal distribution indicates that endowment activity peaked
during the reign of Mozzafar al-Din Shah, likely reflecting broader socio-political changes, including
rising social awareness and reformist movements. The decline during the reign of Ahmad Shah may be
attributed to political instability and economic uncertainty. Spatially, the concentration of endowments
in Sari and Nur suggests the importance of these urban centers as administrative and economic hubs
where officials held greater influence and resources. Overall, the findings illustrate that endowment
practices among officials were shaped by a combination of religious motivations, social
responsibilities, economic considerations, and the desire for social legitimacy.

4.Conclusion

This study demonstrates that state officials in Mazandaran during the Qajar period played a crucial
role in sustaining and expanding the wagqf institution. By dedicating a wide range of productive assets,
they created enduring sources of revenue that supported religious rituals, social welfare, education,
and public infrastructure.The predominance of agricultural properties highlights the economic logic
underlying endowment practices, while the diversity of charitable purposes reflects a broad conception
of social responsibility. The temporal and spatial patterns identified in the study further reveal the
influence of political stability, economic conditions, and regional dynamics on charitable
activities.Ultimately, the research underscores the significance of waqf as both a religious practice and
a socio-economic institution, offering valuable insights into the interplay between political authority,
social structure, and philanthropy in Qajar-era Iran. By shedding light on the motivations and practices
of state officials, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of how charitable institutions
functioned within the broader historical context and how they helped shape the social and cultural
landscape of Mazandaran.
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