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The relations between Iran and Russia in the Qajar period left numerous micro and macro 

impacts in various fields. Meanwhile, Gilan, as the gateway of Russians to Iran, was always 

and more exposed to these influences. One of the most important of these effects is the effect it 

has on the economic structure of Gilan. With this description, in this research, an attempt is 

made to analyze the transformation of the economic structure of Gilan affected by the relations 

with Russia. Based on this, the main research question is why and how the economic structure 

of Gilan was gradually transformed under the influence of relations with Russia. Based on the 

findings of the research, the economic structure of Gilan was a function of the demand and 

market needs of this country, considering the weakness of the central government and the 

superior political-economic power of Russia. The demand of the Russian market for the raw 

materials of Iran and Gilan led to the encouragement of people to grow and cultivate crops 

suitable for the demand of the Russian market. In this regard, according to the demand of the 

Russian market, the economy of Gilan has moved towards the production of raw materials and 

stopped from the production of industrial products and industrialization. In fact, after the 

Treaty of Turkmencha, the Russians expanded their sphere of influence to all the political and 

economic fields of Iran. They gradually managed to become Iran's largest trading partner. 

Russia becoming Iran's largest trading partner had adverse consequences on the structure of 

Gilan's economy. The agriculture of Gilan gradually moved towards the production of 

products demanded by the Russian market, and this led to the dependence of this region on 

Russia. 
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