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Abstract

The relations between Oman and Iran have a very long history. This longstanding
connection is clearly documented in historical records over the past century, showcasing
the diplomatic engagements between the two nations. Numerous factors, contexts, an
platforms have shaped the Omani rulers' approach, marking them as individuals of high
tolerance towards other states and nations in local, regional, and international politics.
Oman’'s strategic position at the Strait of Hormuz, coupled with its identity as a Muslim
country boasting ethnic diversity—including Arab, Iranian, Indian, Chinese, and Pakistani
communities—has enriched its cultural, religious, social, and linguistic tapestry. This
diversity within the social structure of its rulers has enabled Oman to undertake political
actions aimed at fostering political solidarity and an internal bond of tolerance among all
ethnic groups, thereb%/ embodying these values.Such practices have positioned Oman as a
nation characterized by tolerance, balance in behavior, and stability in local, regional, and
international policy adoption. Historical documents and texts reveal that Omani rulers
have held a prestigious status in various fields, significantly contributing to de-escalating
tensions and preventing conflicts among Muslim countries. By embracing a policy that
spans political, social, economic, religious, cultural, Iingiuistic, and security dimensions,
Oman has played a pivotal role in peacefully resolving local, regional, and international
disputes. Notable examples of Oman's diplomatic interventions include its involvement in
the Iran-Irag war, nuclear negotiations, the Irag-Kuwait conflict, the si?ning of numerous
oil, gas, and security agreements in the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea, facilitating hostage
releases, and the exchange of cultural, artistic, and media delegations.Moreover, Oman has
been instrumental in mediating significant issues such as the conflict between Ansar Allah
(the Houthis) and Saudi Arabia, showcasing its commitment to peace and security in the
region. This aspect of Omani diplomacy merits attention as a critical historical topic in
international relations.The current research aims to examine the role and position of the
Omani government in its relations with Iran from the pre-revolutionary period to the
present, based on historical documents and evidence. By employinc}; a descriptive,
explanatory, and analytical method, this study addresses the underlying factors, grounds,
substrates, and motives that have sustained the balanced and relatively stable relationship
between Oman and Iran since before the revolution.Preliminary findings suggest that
various factors and contexts have historically underpinned the positive and robust
relationship between Oman and Iran. Oman’s role as a mediator in regional and
international conflicts has contributed to outcomes favoring peace, friendship, and security
in the Persian Gulf. This research focuses exclusively on the diplomatic interactions
between Oman and Iran, emphasizing the significance of their cooperative efforts while
other matters remain beyond its scope.

Foreign Policy, Iran, Oman, Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, Regional and International
Developments.
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1. Introduction

Oman's foreign policy stands out for its steadfast commitment to neutrality, deliberately avoiding
involvement in regional and international conflicts, and adhering to a principle of non-interference in
other nations' affairs. This approach has enabled Oman to act as a mediator in international crises,
particularly those involving Iran. The relationship between Iran and Oman has remained stable and
untainted by the tensions that have affected other Persian Gulf Arab states. This stability has persisted
through various regional upheavals, including the Islamic Revolution in Iran, the Iran-Irag war of the
1980s, Iraqg's invasion of Kuwait, the 2003 US invasion of Irag, and the events known as the Arab
Spring. Oman's stance towards Iran post-Islamic Revolution diverges significantly from that of its
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC) neighbors, who viewed the revolution as a security threat.
This divergence was notably apparent in 2011 when Oman opposed Saudi Arabia's proposal for a
Persian Gulf Union, aiming to preserve its independent policy, including its foreign policy towards
Iran. Oman's distinct approach has contributed to regional tension reduction, exemplified by its role in
facilitating the 2015 nuclear agreement negotiations between Iran and the P5+1 group. Furthermore,
Oman chose not to participate in Operation Decisive Storm against the Houthis in Yemen, instead
mediating between the Houthis and Saudi Arabia to seek an end to the conflict.

This research examines Oman's diplomatic relations with Iran from the pre-revolutionary era to the
present, highlighting the roles and positions documented in historical texts. It investigates the
complexities and nuances of these relations using a descriptive, explanatory, and analytical
methodology, focusing on the factors and motives underpinning the stable and balanced ties between
Oman and Iran. The findings suggest that various elements have historically fostered a positive
relationship between Oman and Iran, with Oman often serving as a mediator in regional and
international disputes. This mediation has led to peace, friendship, and security in the Persian Gulf.
The study is confined to examining the diplomatic interactions between Oman and Iran, setting aside
other considerations.

Background of the Research

Previous studies, such as "An analysis of the interactions between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 1384-1391" by Seyed Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi and Vahid Nouri
(2011), and "Policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran towards the countries of the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council"* by Reza Simbar et al. (2019), have analyzed Iran's foreign policy towards
PGCC countries and its impact on regional security. These studies, however, did not address Oman's
mediating role. Mehdi Zulfigari et al. (2019) explored Oman's mediation diplomacy in "The Impact of
Oman's Mediation Diplomacy on the Security System of the Middle East Region,” highlighting its
effectiveness in reducing regional tensions. Arab researchers have also examined Iran-PGCC relations,
emphasizing Oman's successful bilateral approach and its geographical significance. Notably, Maryam
Youssef Al-Balushi's (2016) study on the impact of Omani-Iranian relations post-Arab Spring and
Mubarak Al-Saeed's analysis of Oman's perspective on rapprochement with Iran demonstrate the
importance of Oman's strategy. Additionally, Amira Talha's (2016) research on Iran's nuclear program
underscores its significance to Gulf security.

This article aims to provide a historical overview of Iran-Oman relations, emphasizing Oman's foreign
policy as crucial for regional security and stability. It considers geographical, political, economic,
external, and international factors, as well as the impact of Oman's foreign policy towards Iran on
PGCC countries, elucidating the multifaceted nature of these diplomatic engagements.
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