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The main problem of the present research is to investigate the impact of the Ottoman
central government's inability in the eastern provinces on the security of the western
territory of Iran. Emirate of Baban and Pashalik of Baghdad were provinces far from
the Ottoman center. The territories of both rulers were separated from the territory of
Iran after the Zohab Treaty, but Iran's influence and role in Baban and Baghdad never
disappeared. The inability and unwillingness of the Ottoman central government -
especially from the twelfth century to the middle of the thirteenth century - had led to
a power vacuum in the eastern provinces. Such a situation was a serious threat to the
western territory of Iran. As the subjects and borderlands of Iran were exposed many
times to the raids of the Kurds and Arabs of the territory of Baban and Baghdad. In
order to ensure the security of its territory, as well as maintaining and continuing its
role and influence in the territory of Baban, Iran was inevitably involved in the
conflicts between Baban and Baghdad. Some researchers have wrongly considered
Iran's involvement in Baban and Baghdad issues as “interference”. While Iran's
involvement was as a legitimate right to Self-Defense. In the present research, the
claim of Iran's "interference" has been rejected by a descriptive-analytical method and
a critical approach, citing Iranian and Ottoman documents and sources. Because the
involvement of Iran in the affairs of Baban and Baghdad was more than based on the
will of the Iran, it was caused by the inability and unwillingness of the Ottoman
government in the eastern provinces. Basically, the Ottoman government was
considered among the unable or unwilling states from the point of view of
international law. In order to ensure the security of its subjects and borderlands, Iran
sometimes had to use force, except for political and diplomatic ways.
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1. Introduction

In the present essay, one of the important and less known issues of Iran-Ottoman relations in the
contemporary period has been discussed. The purpose of this research is to investigate the relationship
between the Ottoman central government's inability in the eastern provinces and the security of the western
territory of Iran. The emergence of the Ottoman Empire in Anatolia and its gradual expansion from a local
power to a large government, and then its transformation into an empire, was a new threat to the territory of
western Iran. This threat appeared in different ways to the Ottoman Empire era. The strange and
contradictory point is that not only the power of the Ottomans, but also the weakness and inability of that
government, especially from the twelfth century to the middle of the thirteenth century, was a threat to the
territory and interests of Iran. The weakness of the Ottoman central government, which often led to a power
vacuum in the eastern provinces, inevitably involved the Iranian government in the issues of those regions.
Iran's involvement in the eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire was even at the request of one of the
three centers of power: the Ottoman government, the Emirate of Baban, and the Pashalik of Baghdad. In
the current research, we have tried to prove this claim by citing to Iranian and Ottoman sources that the
involvement of the Iran in the above areas, which has been wrongly referred to as "interference", was either
forced or at the request of one of the above mentioned powers.

As yet, researchers have not paid attention to this important point, how the inability or unwillingness of the
Ottoman government was a threat to the security of subjects and borderlands of Iran.

Iranian and Turkish researchers have gone completely wrong in their investigations for two reasons: First,
ignorance of the sources and history of the opposite country, and second, ignorance of the relations
between the two countries from the point of view of international law. One of the Turkish researchers,
Metin Atmaja, who has published several works on the Baban Emirate, writes: "The Qajar kings were
frequently involved in the internal affairs of Ottoman Kurdistan until the middle of the 19th century.” He
considered Iran's involvement as "interferences” (Atmaca, 2021: 67). From Iraniain researchers, except for
Aminpour and his colleagues (2013), who wrote an article about Abdurrahman Pasha; Mozafari has
researched about Ardalan Kurdistan in several joint articles. She writes: "The tendency of the rebel
governors of Baban to the court of Iran was considered a seized opportunity. The local government of
Ardalan was the executive arm of Iran's policies in the field of intervention, whether in times of peace or
war (Mozaffari, 2018: 66). Atmaja and Mozafari and some other researchers have researched a subject and
have reached the position of arbiter, the main requirement of which is to know the history of the opposite
country. The structure of power in the Iranian and Ottoman governments in the 12th and 13th centuries was
different. The Ottoman government did not have power and influence in the eastern provinces due to its
weakness. While the Qajar government had enough power to exercise authority in the western provinces
and states.

In this research, using a descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach, with reference to Iranian
and Ottoman documents and sources, an attempt is made to investigate the influence of the Ottoman central
government's inability in the eastern provinces-with an emphasis on the role of the Emirate of Baban-with
the security of the western territory of Iran. So far, no independent research has been done on this subject.
The findings of the research indicate: Iran's involvement in the eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire,
especially in Baban and Baghdad, which is wrongly referred to as "interference”, is more than based on the
will of the Iranian government, it is caused by the inability or unwillingness of the Ottoman government in
the mentioned provinces. Basically, the Ottoman government from the 12th century to the middle of the
13th century is considered among the unable or unwilling states from the perspective of international law
(Martin, 2019: 401-402). In order to ensure the security of its subjects and borderlands, Iran sometimes had
to use force to "punish” the aggressors, except for political and diplomatic ways.
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