Historical Sciences Studies —

Online ISSN: 2676-3370

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/ S——

Cultural Relations between Iran and Turkey During the Period of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi (1941-1979) with an Emphasis on Associations and Cultural Institutions

Murat Celep ', Hamid Karami Pour (= 5
1. Ph.D. Candidate of Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran.. Email: muratclp29@gmail.com.
2.Corresponding Author, Associate Professor Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: karamipour@u.t.ac.ir

Article Info Abstract

Article Type: Iran and Ottoman Empire passed through a similar historical process while trying
Research Article in the path toward achieving of modemity after various competitions and
involvements with each other in post-modern era at the second half of 19th
Article History: century and first quarter of 20th century. After taking power by Ataturk in Turkey
24, January, 2023 and Pahlavi First in Iran, these ties were placed in a new trend between two
’ ’ countries. Entry of these two countries into interest group of modernity and their
overt attempts to approach to the Western Bloc prepared the ground for common
. sociopolitical interests among them. The first steps taken by Iran and Turkey in
In Revised Form:  developing relations with each other were mainly tended to some cultural
13, April, 2024 measures e.g. exchange of students and teachers ang also texts with literary and
historical values. During World War II, this trend did not continue and both
countries concentrated their attention on political and security issues. After the end
Accepted: of the War and formation of Bipolar World, especially with respect to the climate
10, July, 2024 of Cold War, two countries, which were now assumed as US allies, tended to
establish cordial relations. Based on these considerations, they developed relations
with each other within framework of some accords e.g. Baghdad Treaty, Central
Treaty Organization (CENTO) and Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD)
Published Onlin: Organization and they put development of cultural relations on their agenda. A
20,September, 2024  cultural treaty was signed among both sides in 1959 (1337h.s) which specified the
framework of cultural relations among both countries. Several associations and
institutions were established and innovated by some of statesmen, intellectuals and
leading merchants to improve and advance cultural relations between two
countries at this period such as Iran-Turkey Friendship Association, Association
of Friendship and Cultural Relations among Iran and Turkey, Turk-Iranian
Females Friendship and Culture Society, Association of Adherents of Regional
Cooperation for Development (RCD). The present paper aims to analyze cultural
relations among Iran and Turkey during era of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi by
focusing on cultural associations and institutions and it has been written using
descriptive-analytical method and based on documented and librarian sources.
Persian and Turkish documents as well as conducted studies have been widely and
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1. Introduction

The cultural ties between Iran and Turkey (Ottoman Empire) have a long-standing history. Cultural exchanges
between the two countries have never been hindered despite their long periods of war and conflict. The
geographical proximity, as well as extensive trade relations between merchants of both countries, have always
ensured a strong and uninterrupted connection between Iran and Turkey. However, their relationship extends
beyond mere trade relations, with cultural ties playing a significant role.

The cultural proximity and shared heritage of the two countries have laid the foundation for these
connections. There are abundant sources and examples of the close cultural ties between Iran and Turkey,
ranging from Persian poetry in the Ottoman court to academic exchanges.

Iran and the Ottoman Empire, after various competitions and conflicts during the modern era, underwent
similar historical processes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in their quest for modernization. Following
the rise of Ataturk in Turkey and Pahlavi First in Iran, the relations between the two countries took a new
direction. The closeness between Iran and Turkey increased significantly to the extent that the mutual influence
of the two countries during this period cannot be denied. The similarities in the macro-level policymaking during
the reign of Pahlavi First in Iran and Ataturk in Turkey are evident to any researcher. The initial steps taken by
Iran and Turkey to develop their relations during this period were largely focused on cultural initiatives such as
student and teacher exchanges, as well as the exchange of valuable literary and historical texts.

It seems that the decision-making groups at the highest political level in both countries had already
recognized numerous commonalities in their origins and modern futures. However, prior to the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution (1906), this understanding was clear to intellectuals in both countries, and many
Iranian intellectuals formed their own associations in Turkey to pursue their interests. This trend intensified after
the emergence of Pahlavi First, leading to more official and nationalized scientific and cultural exchanges
between Iran and Turkey.

The outbreak of World War II briefly interrupted this process, diverting the attention of both countries to
internal issues. With the end of World War II, new imperatives for further expanding natural communications
between Iran and Turkey became apparent. Turkey and Iran were allies in the emerging bipolar world, united
against the United States. The geographical, historical, and cultural relations between the two countries had now
entered diplomatic and geopolitical dimensions. Common regional threats posed challenges to Iran and Turkey,
requiring greater coordination in their strategies. The Soviet Union's presence in the vicinity of Iran and Turkey
was a common threat, employing similar methods to dominate both countries. Consequently, they expanded their
relations within the framework of agreements such as the Baghdad Pact, CENTO, and the Regional Cooperation
for Development (RCD), also prioritizing the development of cultural relations.

In 1959, a cultural agreement was signed between the two parties, outlining the framework for cultural
relations between the two countries. During this period, associations and institutions such as the Turkey-Iran
Friendship Association, the Iran-Turkey Friendship and Cultural Relations Association, the Turkish-Iranian
Women's Friendship and Cultural Association, and the Association of Friends of Regional Cooperation were
established by the initiative of some prominent statesmen, intellectuals, and merchants to improve and advance
the cultural relations between the two countries. The institutionalization of bilateral communications further
deepened the relationship between Iran and Turkey. Practically, they had achieved significant commonalities at
all levels, rooted both in historical ties and contemporary exigencies. The cultural relationship between Iran and
Turkey was based on a very strong foundation, and its depth increased with the establishment of international
institutions.

Despite the importance of mutual relations between Iran and Turkey, and their significant cultural
commonalities and historical relationship, there has been insufficient research in this field. The majority of
studies conducted in Turkey have been dominated by a Western historiographical approach, with insufficient use
of Persian sources. This problem also exists in Persian sources related to this field. Therefore, most of the
research conducted in the field of cultural interactions and relations between Iran and Turkey has been carried
out with nationalist and unscientific approaches, which exacerbates the issues associated with these studies.
Generally, the research conducted in this area, despite its importance and historical significance, is not
satisfactory. For example, the examination by Hamid Ahmadi in Persian briefly covers the cultural relations
during the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, as his focus is mainly on the post-Islamic Revolution era.
Additionally, another Persian article titled "Iran-Turkey Cultural Relations" by a Turkish author primarily
focuses on the political and economic relations between the two countries, with cultural issues being sidelined.
This article mostly concentrates on the period following the emergence of the Justice and Development Party in
Turkey and particularly on Iran-Turkey relations after the Arab Spring. Among Turkish sources, Ibrahim Erdal's
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article, "Established Associations in Connection with Cultural Relations between Turkey and Iran from 1950 to
1980," somewhat touches upon our topic. However, the author only examines two associations and does not
utilize Iranian sources. Moreover, a Turkish thesis on cultural relations between Iran and Turkey during the
Democrat Party era from 1950 to 1960, authored by Mangdr, primarily discusses issues from a political
perspective, albeit briefly mentioning cultural relations. These studies do not provide significant and new
information on Iran-Turkey relations during the period under discussion. Therefore, this article aims to address
this gap by using documents from both Iran and Turkey, as well as library sources, to clarify past ambiguities
and present new insights in this area. The purpose of this article is to investigate the cultural relations between
Iran and Turkey during the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, focusing on associations and cultural institutions.
It is written using a descriptive-analytical method and relies on documentary and library sources. This article, for
the first time, extensively utilizes documents from both Iranian and Turkish sources, as well as research
conducted in both languages, simultaneously.
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