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“Karim Khan Zand” is one of the most prominent people who was able to
establish his rule over important parts of Iran after the death of “Nader Shah
Afshar”. Many stories have been told about his behavior and character in different
sources, one of the most important of these quotes is about “Karim Khan Zand™'s
title, which means " Vakil al-ra aya ". Later, many researchers have given many
reasons in response to the attribution of this title to “Karim Khan Zand”, which are
not consistent with historical documents and sources, and in addition, with the
political and social context of Iran's pre-constitutional society. Therefore, the main
question of this research is, when was the title " Vakil al-ra aya " used for “Karim
Khan” and what are the factors affecting its use? This research answers these
questions with a historical method and a descriptive-analytical approach, relying
on the content analysis of the documents and the critical study of the historical
sources of" the Zand dynasty " and "Qajar" periods. The results of this research
show that the contemporary sources of "Karim Khan Zand" did not mention this
title during his lifetime, on the other hand, "Karim Khan Zand" also considered
himself as " Vakil al-daula "of ” Ismail III" after the defeat of the claimants. For
the first time, under “Majamal al-Tawarikh,” by “Kohmera” mentions “Karim
Khan” with the title of “ Vakil al-ra aya ”, the reason for which was his interest in
“Khan Zand” and 's actions for the prosperity and well-being of the people.Also,
the writing of the following and referring to this nickname is late from the time of
Karim Khan. What is clear is that many researchers consider the title of Vakil al-
ra aya for Karim Khan as a proof of the existence of some kind of political
relationship between him and the people, which is a distinct feature of the political
order of the modern era. But according to the available documents, it can be said
that such a perception cannot represent the type of relationship between the people
and the ruler during “the Zand dynasty” period; Because it was with the
constitutional revolution that Iranians were able to put aside the old political order
and implement a new order based on representation in Iran. Based on this, it can
be said that in addition to historical documents, the political structure of Iran
during” the Zand dynasty” period could not be a place for such a relationship.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important issues in historical research is the compatibility of concepts with its historical and
temporal context. Examining the history of Iran in the framework of paying attention to titles and titles also
indicates that the concepts, specifically titles and titles, had an important political burden and a specific position.
For example, titles such as Shah, Hakim, Amir, Khan, etc., each have a specific and distinct concept and a
corresponding position, and even the importance of this was to the point that even in the Islamic period, the
rulers of different regions had special titles.despite these cases, we see that today there is no special sensitivity
towards the use of concepts in historical research and many researchers use the same words in different
meanings. One of the other problems of these researches is that it is not seen to use first-hand sources in their
works, and they have relied on second-hand researches and sources above all, and the propositions in these
sources are They have accepted it as a certain historical fact.

Based on the above statements, in the dual lack of attention to the concepts and unconditional emphasis on
the existing concepts, criticism and review of historical propositions based on the political, social and cultural
structure of the time and place in which the historical work was produced. It has been noticed by some
researchers that one of the most important examples in these cases is around the life of “Karim Khan Zand” and
his nicknames. Regardless of the different aspects of” Karim Khan Zand™'s life, one of the most important points
about his life is the title of " Vakil al-Ra aya " which is used in most historical researches today, and based on
this, different stories It is also said about it. it is obvious that so far many studies have been written about “Karim
Khan Zand”, among the available works are the book "Karim Khan Zand" by “John Perry”, "Karim Khan Zand
and his time" by “Parviz Rajabi”. "History of the Zand dynasty, Iran during the time of Karim Khan" by “Hadi
Hedayati”, "Karim Khan Zand" by “Abdul Hossein Navaei”, "Political and social history of Iran during the Zand
era" by “Gholamreza Varahram”, "History of political and social developments in the periods of Afshari and
Zand dynasties" mentioned “Reza Shabani”.

The above works are discussed because they have addressed various aspects of Karim Khan's rule and
besides, they have also mentioned the title of Karim Khan. These investigations are divided into three parts in
terms of the content of the reference to the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” for “Karim Khan Zand”. In between, the
researchers who have referred to the book “Majamal al-Tawarikh”, the researchers who have referred to “Reza
Qoli Khan Hedayat”, and the researchers who have not mentioned their reference. among these first works, we
can mention “Hadi Hedayati”'s work, in which the author uses “Golestane” book as a source in two parts without
reference and in one part (Hedayati, 1334: 123-207). Also, "Gholamreza Varharam” has also mentioned this
nickname by referring to the book “Golestaneh” (Varharam, 1385:108). “John Parry” also referred to “Reza Qoli
Khan” in his book “Ruza Al-Safai Naseri” and used the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” for him (Parry, 1365:307).
Other researchers such as "Abdul Hossein Nawai", "Parviz Rajabi", “Reza Shabani” have also mentioned ‘Karim
Khan” as “Vakil al-Ra aya” or supporter of the subjects without mentioning the source of their reference (Nawai,
1391: 194; Rajabi, 1387: 200; Shabani, 1393: 154).among other works, we can mention the social history of Iran
and the book of history. “Ravandi” tries to justify the concept of “Vakil al-Ra aya” with an explanation,
regardless of its time context (Ravandi, 2:474/1354). In the book of Cambridge history, he writes about this
nickname and how it was nicknamed “Khan Zand”: "As soon as he settled in Shiraz, he changed his title to
“Vakil al-Ra aya” (i.e. the representative of the people)" (Avery, 2007:97).

Articles have also been written about “Karim Khan Zand” in connection with his title. “Iraj Tanhatan Naseri”
has discussed this title in an article entitled "The Issue of Sovereignty and Its Legitimacy in the Era of Karim
Khan". Without paying attention to the context of Karim Khan's period, the author narrates that "in 1179 AH, he
called himself “Vakil al-Ra aya” with a new concept, and in other words, he considered the legitimacy of his
government to be derived from the will of the people" (Tanhatan Naseri, 1382: 187). “Mehdi Dehghani” also
discussed the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” in a part of his article entitled "The Role of the Vakil al-daula in Afshari
and Zand Governments" (Dehghani, 2018: 251). Two authors point out that Karim Khan changed his legitimacy
from “Safavid” to the people, which is completely contrary to the time context of “Khan Zand”.

After the death of “Nader shah of Afshar”, “Karim Khan Zand “was able to dominate important parts of Iran
by winning over the claimants of power. Due to the lack of legitimacy for his government, “Karim Khan Zand”
considered “Ismail III” “Safavid™'s lawyer. For the first time, “Karim Khan” is mentioned under the title of
“Vakil al-Ra aya” under the book “Majamal al-Tawarikh” from ‘Golestane”.

Many researchers have used this title regardless of the historical context and tried to interpret this change of
title as a change of legitimacy from” the Safavid” king to the people. This means that, unlike in the past, when
kings considered themselves as the shadow of God or the shadow of God on earth, for the first time “Karim
Khan Zand” has introduced himself as a representative. This research answers these questions with a historical
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method and a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on the content analysis of the documents and the critical
study of the historical sources of the Zand and Qajar periods.

The method of collecting information is library. The results of this research show that in none of the
contemporary sources of Karim Khan, the name of “Vakil al-Ra aya” is mentioned. Karim Khan's first nickname
was "Khan" by those around him. After the defeat of the claimants of power and “Shah Ismail III” joining him,
Karim Khan named himself “Vakil al-daula”. Before the Zand period, there was a position with the title of
“Vakil al-Ra aya”, which had a customary and legal aspect and was not related to the title of Karim Khan, For
the first time, the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” is mentioned under the book “Majamal al-Tawarikh”. The following
was written by “Amir Kohmarai” several years after the death of “Khan Zand”. “Kohmera”, who is the author of
two works, has used the title of lawyer in the book “Raisali Shah Wazir”, and because of his interest in” Khan
Zand” and on the other hand, he has mentioned this title by telling stories about “Khan Zand” when he fled to
India from the Qajar attack. What has been noticed is the character of "Karim Khan Zand", who was given more
attention due to the peace he brings to his territory and his generous behavior. On the other hand, later on, the
title of " Vakil al-daula” was exaggerated and this title was mistaken for a position with the title of “Vakil al-Ra
aya”, and later it was merged. On the other hand, the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” dates back to the time of “Khan
Zand”.

The title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” is in serious conflict from a legal and historical point of view, because a lawyer
in jurisprudential and legal terms is someone who has been appointed by another person to do something by
virtue of a power of attorney contract. It is very important from the constitution, as its legal concept existed, but
its political concept did not exist in the relationship between the ruler and the governed. In fact, the relationship
between the monarchy and the people has been the relationship between the subjects and the subjects, not the
relationship of representation. On the other hand, political representation is a completely new concept and cannot
be extended to the pre-modern era.
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