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The Elamite pantheon underwent significant changes in the course of long history
of Elam, since the treaty between Akkadian king, Naram-Sin and Hitta, king of
Awan dynasty in the late 3rd millennium BC until the Achaemenid era, when
tablets were still written in Elamite language. The examination of the causes and
factors influencing the rise and fall of the status and importance of various deities
in Elamite religion has often been a secondary and implicit topic in studies of the
Elamite religion. This paper takes a geographical approach to understanding the
Elamite pantheon. In the Elamite kingdom, Susa, -located in the lowlands of
Khuzestan and influenced by the of Mesopotamian culture- was the most
important city and political capital. As a result, the kings of Elam frequently
invoked InSusinak, the patron deity of the city, for political purposes. With the rise
of larger Elamite dynasties, especially during the middle Elamite period, the
deities of the mountainous regions also gained prominence and respect in Susa.
Among them, the sacred Anshanite couple, NapiriSa (the Great God) and Kiriri$a
(the Great Goddess), stand out, and their significance relation as heaven/father and
carth/mother is symbolically represented in the Kurangan bas-relief.
Consequently, the association of these three deities at the head of the Elamite
pantheon aligns with the royal title "King of Anshan and Susa", reflecting the
central elements of Elam’s political and cultural structure.
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1. Introduction

The identification of status of Elamite deities has always been a matter of debate. While Elamite
beliefs and rituals have continued in an amazing way over the centuries (Quintana, 2018: 729),
describing the Elamite pantheon and explaining the process of changing the status of the each deity
requires a careful study on the material and textual documents. Given that some of the most important
information available about the Elamite gods is extracted from royal inscriptions, Elamite religion is
inevitably represented from the intellectual and missionary perspective of the kings. However, the
geographical and political-administrative nature of these sources can reveal facts about how Elamite
pantheon was formed and developed. What is the relation between political geography and the Elamite
pantheon?

2. The relationship between religion and geography

In the case of Elam, considering the biodiversity and climate of its vast geographical area (Map 1;
Petrie et al., 2018: 99-117), the geographical elements and factors influencing religious beliefs can be
briefly listed as follows: the mountainous and foothill areas of the Zagros and the alluvial plains of
Khuzestan, which led to two types of urban and nomadic life among these two parts (Alizadeh, 2008);
the proximity of the Persian Gulf, a sea that was considered the border of the world and mysterious
and deadly at that time (Constantopoulos, 2020: 171-91); and the presence of numerous and relatively
full rivers along with low rainfall, which could give them a sacred aspect due to their prosperity and
life-giving properties, and make their origin appear mysterious and magical. In addition, other
fundamental ancient issues such as the sanctity of the earth and mountains, celestial bodies, the idea of
the underworld, etc. can be added.

3. The belonging of Elamite deities to the geographical regions

The names of the deities and their affiliations to Elamite geographical areas have previously identified
as far as possible. Briefly, the most important of these are: In§uSinak and a number of Mesopotamian
deities in Susa; NapiriSa and Kiriria in Anshan; Humban, Pinigir, Nahhunte and Hutran in Awan;
Rohurater and Hi$mitik in Sima$ or Simagki (Vallat, 1998: 335). Matching these place names with
modern geographical areas is another specialist discussion. D. Potts tries to identify some of these
local affiliations; in addition to the gods of Susa and Anshan, whose geographical locations are well-
defined: Rohurater in Tel Bormi; Manzat in Deh-i Now and Tapeh Huriyya near Chogha Zanbil,
Uppurkupak in Tapeh Gotvand and Chogha Pahn; Masti and Tepti in Tapeh Deylam and Kilasupir in
Tol Spid, Mamsani and Chogha Zanbil (Potts, 2013: 135). These deities sometimes have the same
function and titles, which is suspected to have arisen from the merger of local pantheons (Vallat, 1998:
334).

4. Formation and evolution of the Elamite pantheon

The formation of the Elamite pantheon coincides with the emergence of the overarching states or the
Elamite political union. Until the middle of the third millennium BC, there seems to have been no
pantheon of Elamite gods (Labat, 1971: 411). The list of deities given in the treatises of Naram-Sin
and Hitta can be evidence of the domain of the kings of Awan dynasty. From the period of the
“Sukkalmahs” (c. 1800 to 1550 BC), when the term “King of Anshan and Susa” became popular
(Mofidi-Nasrabadi, 2010: 109-119), the arrival of mountain deities to Susa began. In the treaty of
Naram-Sin and Hitta, Pinigir is at the top of the list of deities and the name of some gods, including
the goddess Kiririsa, is not mentioned, which indicates that this goddess was initially a local goddess
(on the shores of the Persian Gulf) and in the Middle Elamite period, she entered Susa and replaced
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Pinigir. The main building of Chogha-Zanbil (Ghirshman, 1966), was originally a dedicated temple to
Insusink and later shared the design of the Napiri$a. This indicates the supremacy of NapiriSa over
InSusink (Vallat, 1998: 337).

5. The fundamental theme of the Kurangan Bas-relief

It seems that the divine couple in the relief of Kurangan appear as the principal deities of the land of
Anshan/Anzan (Grillot and Vallat, 1984: 27-29). The open sanctuary of Kurangan is probably the
Elamite site of Zila Humban in the Persepolis fortification tablets, which means "Humban relief"
(Henkelmann, 1387: 376-377). The cult of Humban in this region can only be explained by matching
him with the epithet Napirisa, according to Hinz (Hinz, 1964: 36 passim).

6. The kinship of the deities of Anshan and Susa and its political application

A question that could be very illuminating is how long this form of political and religious structure
lasted in Elamite history. The last Elamite royal inscriptions belong to the interregnum between the
death of Cambyses and Darius I the Achaemenid. Among the numerous revolts that Darius I (522-486
BC) faced, a claimant named Afamaita or Atta-hamiti-Insusnak (c. 530-520 BC) rose to power in
Susa. In the inscriptions attributed to him (EKI 86-88), the traditional term “king of Anshan and Susa”
is used. Interestingly, in addition to reviving this term, he also uses the name Inshushink and mentions
the gods Humban and Kiririsa, who were commonly invoked during the Middle Elamite period
(Tavernier, 2004: 1-45; Henkelman, 2008: 13-14). This fact means that neither the Elamite kingdom
nor its political ideology, which was linked to the specific religious beliefs of the Elamites,
disappeared with the fall of Susa by Ashurbanipal’s invasion (645 BC), but rather this happened
during the Achaemenid period.

7. Conclusion

There are several deities with the same function and titles in the Elamite pantheon. Since we are
allowed to have a geographical understanding of religions, we can explain this problem in this way
that these similar deities in the temples that the kings established originally represented different parts
of the geography of Elam. Since there is a coincidence and correspondence between the geographical
distribution of local deities and the political disunity of ancient civilizations, their presence in
inscriptions and royal temples is inferred as an attempt to unify this diverse and heterogeneous

geography.
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Map No. 1: General location of Elamite lands (Henkelman, 2008: 3, fig. 1-1)
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Figure 1: of Neprishe/Enki (Garrison, 2009: § 4.4.2 PFS 13125s)
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Figure 2: Location of the Kurangan Temple (Alvarez- Mon 2020: plate 76)
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Figure 3: Relief of Kurangan (Alvarez- Mon 2019: plate 12)



