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The Qurazis, also known as the Banu Qurayza, were a group within the Jewish
community who had been present in Yathrib for several centuries before the
Hijra. After the Hijra, they were in interaction with the Muslims until the conflict
of the fifth year of Hijra changed the circumstances. The existence of a group of
people as survivors of the Banu Qurayza is a matter of agreement. According to
well-known reports, these individuals were those who repented from breaking
the treaty or were women and children. However, some reports, in addition to
the aforementioned cases, consider the men who left the fortress and other
residents to be among the survivors. The main issue of this article is to find
traces of Qurazi men and to show the presence or role of the survivors of the
Banu Qurayza in various fields after the fifth year. The role of Qurazi men or
their male children and descendants and their agency in the decades and
centuries that followed is important. This research has examined the significant
presence of about forty of them and has tried to explain, using a descriptive-
analytical method, in which areas the Qurazis' participation was greater. The
results show that the roots of some of the narrations and reports related to the
Jews and the Banu Qurayza in Muslim texts, including history, hadith, tafsir, and
the like, go back to these individuals or at least their names exist in the middle
layers of the Isnad of those narrations.
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Introduction

The Bant Qurayza were a group of Jews living in Yathrib and Medina (Madinat al-Nabi) who, until
the Battle of the Trench (also known as the Battle of the Confederates (Ahzab)), had a peaceful
coexistence with the Muslims. Their presence and role in the relations of the Jews with the natives of
Medina, before and after the Hijra, is noteworthy. The Banii Qurayza are best known for their famous
conflict with the Muslims, and little attention has been paid to their presence before and after the
conflict. According to well-known reports, the survivors of Qurayza are divided into two groups. First,
those who repented from breaking the treaty, and then women and children. However, some reports
suggest a different view. According to these reports, the leaders of the Bani Qurayza who were
involved in the conflict and those who were among the warriors during the attack of the Confederates
on Medina or who committed criminal acts of resistance during the siege and before surrendering were
punished. As a result, the rest of the men of this Jewish community, including those who left the
fortress and the inhabitants, are considered survivors, who are known to fall into several main
categories: those who fled the fortress (immediately after the Battle of the Trench), those who
converted to Islam; those who repented from breaking the treaty (without converting to Islam), and
finally the elderly, women, children and their descendants. Some time after the conflict, there are
reports of the migration of Qurazi men and women to other lands under the rule of the Muslims, which
cannot be ignored. The prominent presence of some of the Banti Qurayza in various social and cultural
arenas is an important issue that will be addressed in this study.

Most of the research that has been done so far has focused on the conflict of the Banii Qurayza, and
no comprehensive research has been done on the life of the Banii Qurayza after this event. In the
related monographs on the Banii Qurayza, not much attention has been paid to their position and
agency after the fifth year of Hijra. Mohammadi, in the short entry "Abu Sa'd ibn Wahb" in the
Encyclopedia of the Prophet's Biography (2009), provided useful information about his life, but
strengthened the possibility that he was from the Banti Nadir and did not pay attention to the position
of this person as a survivor of the Banti Qurayza conflict and his agency. The short entries "Abtu Malik
Qurazi" by the same author and "Tha‘labah ibn Abi Malik Qurazi" by Rahmatullah Banshi in the same
encyclopedia have briefly dealt with the lives of these two individuals. Lecker, in the article "On three
Jewish converts to Islam from the Bant Qurayza" (2020), discusses the conversion to Islam of three
members of the Banti Qurayza named: Tha'labah, Usayd and Asad ibn Ubayd Qurazi, whose lives and
roles have not been studied and analyzed. Ahangar Davoodi has published an article entitled "The
Killing of Zubayr ibn Bata from the Banti Qurayza; A Forged Part in the Narration of His Freedom"
(2022), which, using the Isnad-cum-matn analysis method, considered the second part of the narration,
regarding the killing of Zubayr, to be a forged addition. No monograph or even a brief work has been
produced about other Qurazi individuals. It should be mentioned that the existing evidence about the
Banti Qurayza in ancient sources is very scattered. The reports in the works of Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Hisham,
Wagqidi, Ibn Sa‘d, Ya‘qubi, Baladhurt, Shaykh Mufid, Miskawayh Razi and others show that the life of
the Banii Qurayza continued until the later centuries.

The survivors of the Jewish community of Banti Qurayza played a role in various fields of Islamic
sciences (Hadith, Tafsir, history, etc.), literature, poetry and social affairs. Their influence from the
same first century has been recorded by mentioning the names of individuals from them, and the last
trace of the next generations of Banii Qurayza can be seen in the third and fourth centuries AH. The
present study, by examining the survivors of the Banii Qurayza as an influential group in the first
centuries of Islam, explains their role in the definite events of that era. As a secondary achievement, it
can be mentioned that after examining the lives of the survivors of the Banii Qurayza and their
prominent presence in the Islamic society, the hypothesis of the killing of all their men is seriously
questioned. It seems that in case of the abundance of the Banti Qurayza population and the high
statistics of the killing of men; There should have been a great deal of tension between the women and
children of this group with the Prophet or the Muslims and many reports of the massacre of men
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would have been available; But it is only Atiyyah Qurazi who, without mentioning the number of
people, speaks of the killing of all adult men.

This study investigates the prominent role of approximately forty individuals from the Banu
Qurayza within early Islamic textual traditions. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, it
seeks to delineate the specific domains wherein their contributions were most substantial. The findings
reveal that the genesis of certain narratives and reports concerning Jewish communities, particularly
the Banu Qurayza, in core Muslim literary corpora—including historical chronicles, hadith collections,
and exegetical works—can be traced to these individuals, or at minimum, their names are discernible
within the intermediate layers of the isnad for these narratives.
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