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Article Info Abstract

Based on the documents left from the Sassanid period, such as inscriptions, seals
Article Type: and Pahlavi texts, it is clear to us that the choice of compound names for cities was
Research Article very common in this era. The evidence shows that the names of Sassanid Iranian

cities, which were chosen in compound form, were composed of two or three
) ) words and even more. In this period of history and a lot earlier than in addition to
Article History: the names of cities, Iranians followed this naming method in various social,
political and even military matters. The interest in choosing compound names was
such that the Sasanians used compound names even for their children. We observe
that due to the importance of the tradition of urban planning in the Sassanid era
and the issue of naming those cities, the Sassanid emperors used their own names
) to name newly founded cities. This issue in itself led to the discovery of new
In Revised Form: compound words in the Sasanian era, which investigating them opens another
7, December, 2019 window for researchers to study Sasanian history. In this way, the chosen name
was a combined name, one of which was the name of the king who built that city.
It is because of this naming method that the compound names of many cities from
Accepted: the Sassanid era have remained today. Now, by examining the abbreviated signs of
8, December, 2019 the compound names of the cities that remain in the Sassanid mosques, and also
matching them with the Sasanian inscriptions, seals, and Pahlavi texts that contain
the full form of these cities with compound names, we will obtain the abbreviated
signs of these names and also We will identify their geographical location
precisely. The research on this issue will also show that a compound name
consisting of two, three or even four words was used for the purpose of political
propaganda of kings in the form of an abbreviated name in introducing the names
of cities. In this article, we will introduce the compound names, the reason for their
occurrence, and the way to abbreviate them.
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1.Introduction

Historical documents such as inscriptions, beads, and Pahlavi texts show that it has been very common
to choose compound names for cities in During the Sassanid era, The evidence indicates that the
names of the cities consisted of two or three words and even more during the Sassanid period. Besides
the names of cities, Iranians also used this method in naming other aspects such as social, political and
military. Therefore, if today we have compound names of cities in our documents, it was because this
method was popular in the Sasanian period.

Based on the above Contents, the researcher of this research looking for an answer to this question:

what was the motivation of the Sassanians to choose compound names for cities? Because
undoubtedly such a choice cannot be without reason. Another question here is: how it is possible to
identify the compound abbreviated names of mints on coins. Because how can the name of a city be
written with three or more words in the limited space of a coin?
In order to answer the above questions, first, it should be clear to us what was the reason and
motivation of compound names for cities. The reasons for such a choice are undoubtedly directly
related to the historical events of that time. The second problem of this research, which is the
investigation of abbreviations on coins, is more important than the first problem. Because, for
example, the abbreviation DYWAW written on the Cheju coin is a secret for researchers, so knowing
it is important.

These surveys identify newer mints in the Sassanid era, as far as possible, add other cities to the
number of mints that have been known so far.

The importance of this article is that until today no research has been done in this direction that the
compound names of coin producing cities are known as mints.

If there has been any research on this matter, it is the only case that the numismatists wrote only the
name on the coins in a table and They did not say what city it is, although they have written
suggestions for a few cases, for example, the sign AYL represented the city of Iran-Asan-Kar-Quad.
Now the problem is: How can we find out the long names of cities from the short words on the coins?
Also, which king gave the name of this city? Why is the name of a city composed of several words? In
which region is that city geographically located? And finally, what was that city engaged in during the
Sassanid period?

Examining each of these issues will show that there is an interesting connection between the names
of different cities and historical events in each of these cities during the Sasanian period.

The method of research about the topics of this article is as follows: First, all documents related to the
Sassanid period are known to be written in the Sassanid Pahlavi script After that, by reading the
Sassanid Pahlavi script, the compound names of the cities are extracted from these documents.
Currently, in the inscriptions and seals left from the Sassanid period, there are compound names of the
cities, which are usually called Rika Ghislen and Philippe Gineau. Therefore, they can be matched
with the abbreviations engraved on the coin to understand the compound city names. Also, by
studying the historical event of the kings in whose mosques these abbreviated hames are mentioned,
we can get the motivation of naming the cities and their type of activity.

Evidences and reports indicate that the motive of naming compound cities is directly related to the
historical events of the related kings.

In this research, compound names are found in Sassanid mosques, which are inserted in the form of
abbreviated names. And it makes the list of compound names used in the coins clear, which has not
been done in any mint so far.

Of course, this does not mean that the names of the cities of all abbreviations have been found, but
some abbreviations such as WYHC are still ambiguous among numismatists and various opinions
have been expressed about it. As mentioned, the identification of new compound names led to the
recognition of more mints in this direction, some of which were not known in numismatics until now.
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Also, the abbreviations written on the back of the coins as the name of the mint by Sassanid engravers,
were registered with composite names that were obtained from inscriptions, seals and Pahlavi texts,
and this is unprecedented. In fact, these signs have been identified and recorded with reference to
Sasanian seals.
The result of this research is: the compound names chosen for the cities were never without reasons
and these reasons were important for the kings. Because on the other hand, the builder of the city
sought to put his name on the city to express that he is the developer of that city and on the other hand,
he wanted to rule his ideas and ideology in the city. All these factors were involved in compound
naming of a city, and these reasons were political and propaganda.
Also, more important than these cases are the publication of relatively long compound names, which
should be published by numismatists at the mint throughout the internal and external borders of Iran.
Therefore, in general, the research conducted on the names of compound cities, which consist not
only of two words, but also of three or four words, made it clear to us which city the abbreviated name
on the coin belongs to Also, in which geographical region is that city located and what is the reason
and motivation for this compound name for each city.
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In the above table, the geographical location of a number of compound place names
of Sasanid mints is presented with reference to the research of Rika Gizlen (Gyselen,
2002:208- 212)
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Marvrud was indeed a ostan. With the introduction of the discussed clay seal
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included the title of "Ostandar" within its region. The second seal depicts a
dormant lion, which has a faded inscription. The third seal, known as the seal
of shahed (witness), including the words "Mogh™ and "Rast". The clay seal
appears that belong to Kavad | era or the period of Khusrow | in the 6th
century AD. Considering the significance of Marvrud as a military command
center, it is highly likely that Marvrud was designated as an ostan during the
reforms of Khusrow I, and also according to the fact, it included an Ostandar
position.

Sasanian clay seal, Marvrud, Ostandar, Marv, geographical divisions, Sasanian era.

Cite this The Author(s): Hassani, M. M., (2023). A Sasanian clay seal of the Ostandar of Marvrud in Greater Khorasan:
Historical Sciences StudiesVol.15, No 3, Serial No.35 — Autumn, 2023, (23-50)- DOI: 10.22059/jhss.2023.361503.473645.

m Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Prees



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8202-3518
mailto:mohamadhassani68@yahoo.com
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_95156.html?lang=en

24 Historical Sciences StudiesVol.15, No 3, Serial No.35 - Autumn 2023

1.ntroduction

The seals and clay seals from the Sasanian period, with their diverse patterns and inscriptions in
Sasanian Pahlavi script, are among the historical documents and artifacts that have provided valuable
information about the Sasanian era to researchers. Numerous examples of these seals and their
impressions on clay seal have been introduced, which are preserved in major museums around the
world and private collections. These seals, based on the translation of their inscriptions, belong to
various individuals who served in the Sasanian administrative system. Therefore, studying these
artifacts can provide important information about administrative positions, specific names, city names,
officials in cities, common geographical divisions, and many other aspects. This article introduces, for
the first time, a Sasanian clay seal that is held in the private collection of Mr. Mojtaba Zadeh-
Khorasani in Iran. This clay seal consists of three seal impressions. The first seal impression is the
largest, and the other two are smaller. The first seal impression has an inscription in Sasanian Pahlavi
script that reads: "The Governor (Ostandar) of Marvrud." Previously, Rika Gyselen introduced two
official seals titled "Amargar" for the cities of Herat-Marv and Marvrud, as well as an Amargar seal
for Marvrud and Balkh in 2002. Since the Amargar held a position within a province during the
Sasanian era, Gyselen suggested that Marvrud might have been a province. Later, in 2015, she proved
the provincial status of Marvrud through a new reading of a seal previously introduced by Philippe
Gignoux. With the introduction of the discussed clay seal in this article, it is revealed for the first time
that Marvrud had a governorship position within its sub-province. It is worth mentioning that
according to the Pahlavi text "Shahrestanha-ye Iran-Shahr," the city of Marvrud was built in the 5th
century AD during the reign of King Bahram V (rule: 421-439 AD) of the Sasanian dynasty. This city
played an important role in the political developments of Sasanian Iran's eastern borders during the
reign of Bahram V and his successors, including Yazdgird Il (rule: 439-457 AD), Peroz (rule: 459-484
AD), and later during the reign of Khosrow Parviz (rule: 590-628 AD) and the last king of this
dynasty, Yazdgird Il (rule: 633-651 AD), becoming a major battleground between the Sasanians and
invading nomadic tribes.

After the defeat of the last Sassanian king and the conquest of these regions by the
Hephthalites/Hephthalians, Iran's control over these territories was revived during the early Islamic
period and the reign of his successor, Khosrow Anushirvan. Therefore, the study of these seals and
Sasanian clay seals can complement the data of written historical texts, including Armenian texts,
Syriac Christian texts, and Islamic texts. These seals and clay seals provide important information
about the administrative structure, geographical divisions, positions, and ranks within the Sasanian
Empire, which can be valuable for researchers. Investigating the functions of the city of Marvrud as
the center of a province poses challenges due to the lack of historical and geographical documents
from the Sasanian era. However, if we understand the common geographical divisions in the early
Islamic centuries as a continuation of the geographical tradition in the Sasanian era, we may be able to
roughly determine which cities were located in the geographical region of the Marvrud province. Ibn
Khordadbeh, a geographer from the 3AH century, listed all the settlements between the cities of Marv
Shahgan and Takhiristan. Some of the cities mentioned in this list have Islamic names (such as Kakh-e
Ahnaf bin Qais and Mahdi-Abad and Yahya-Abad), and it is unlikely that they have ancient origins.
However, other cities mentioned in this list, such as Dastgerd and Shapurghan, can be considered as
places with a historical background dating back to the Sasanian period. Therefore, the Marvrud
province during the Sasanian period could have been a region with cities that included some of the
cities mentioned in Ibn Khordadbeh's list. Marquart, referring to the Pahlavi text "Shahrestanha-ye
Iranshahr" which emphasizes the construction of Marvrud by Bahram V in the 5th century AD, states
that the borders of Sasanian Iran in this period only reached Talghan in the north. This fact is also
confirmed by Syriac bishops. As a result, with the loss of these territories during the reign of the
victorious king, the areas belonging to the Iranian territory, including Marv, Abarshahr, Gorgan,
Herat, Badghis, Sistan, and Marvrud, were lost. The second seal impression depicts the role of a lion,
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elongated towards the right. At first glance, it appears that this seal impression lacks an inscription, but
with closer examination, one can identify faint remnants of two Pahlavi letters in front of the lion's
face (at 4 and 5 o'clock). The lion motif is one of the most commonly seen designs on Sasanian seals,
and numerous examples of it can be observed in the collection of Sasanian clay seals discovered at
Takht-e Suleiman and the Qasr-i Abu nasr.
The third seal impression is the smallest seal impression observed on this clay seal. This seal
impression can be referred to as the seal impression of the witness. It consists of a Pahlavi script
written with larger letters in the central part and two other inscriptions on the margins. This inscription
can be read as follows:
mgwh /rast

righteous mug
Gignoux lists similar words derived from the combination of the word "rast" are listed, and most of
them are read on Sasanian seals. Based on common practice and data from sources such as the book
"Matigan-i Hazar Dadistan," the widespread use of seals and the establishment of administrative
positions related to the reign of the two Sasanian kings, Kavad I/Qobad I and Khosrow Anushirvan,
have been determined. Therefore, the antiquity of Sasanian seals and clay seals is dated back to the 6th
century AD. Thus, the clay seal introduced in this article proves that it dates back to the 6th century
AD and the reign of Kavad I/Qobad I, or more likely, the reforms carried out during the reign of
Khosrow Anushirvan. It is suggested that the city of Marvrud, along with its functions, which can be
reconstructed based on geographical data from the Islamic period, was introduced as a province, and a
governor with the title of "Ostandar" ruled over it. This action may indicate the special attention of the
Sasanian kings (Kavad | and Khosrow 1) to the eastern regions of the Sasanian Empire.
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Figure 1: The Sassanid clay seal and three impressions on it, courtesy of Mojtaba
Zadeh-Khorasani/ dimensions: diameter: 3.9 cm - 3.5 cm
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Figure 6: Two Pahlavi letters (ML) are in the central part of the first seal.

ol otal € @7 I3 L g solag bd 4 s Lt By g3 Sl e ST 53850 i
6 55 ok st 1 (sslag ol 5 b o csybas] L5 (gl (o 030
dl_ﬁds_u}ca_u.u)_f yMJWﬁL)LM‘Mbm}uMb)?A)é)Jl){d)Wl
(PYAM-YAR s oSs Jlu) pylas plise Gloj 5l oslee s 4 ¢ Cunly oo )3 9 Sl
2 LaaSu cudy g ailbul s pb gyl b (Vo8 MWVl 5 58 ) Cuol sdnlie )1
S a5 sl solag By | s)lans] slailiss IS 4y Jsane jokar o (S0 pl
Cow 3)90 oS ¢ Soltg By 93 dunlie b (FY YY) Wb e 18D dilsulps JalS el
llalis Gys 90 ol 09 o (et Jlulw saS p alin olad! By oo L
Oygaa Slwls bdSs y 550 pb ol .l ssalie b 55 900 wpd Slule saaSw
5l sl ST cunl )3 BB (1Y SV A0S ) ol ool MIWY & jgns g JolS
. . ae X ALl . .

)95 ol 3 dp900 e dyio Jaks 9 085 (Bpme 35950 53 ol (slaeSs iy
ol @il Jled Bl s

39950 PU b (Sl oS (6,185 ,6.Y

Gl 286 s ang b Glols lajga S osile sl slajee 5l g bojps ()10
o ygl gy 8193 33 0ss plol laMuol s sl aslge slagylgns b BT ol o9
PRV X WPV FOVEUR J PSS I W A EIVON S VG- PR S| P SV O LN PRSP0
2 ol e bole QLS slitwl 45 (VY =18 YAV g ygan) WS o (618850 )b (60Ms



\td YO by oylods AFY 3ol ¥ 55l N8 Jlw (B )b pole sledirgy

s oy sbopre (POYV-FRR 1 po by00 /aFAAYAS : Jgl 5y00) ol BlsS culales o)
—OVA ragSe JLus) g bl g 893 )3 294 0 powye Sl 5 g il Slelis
350t 8) D95 s et (195 9 W yred B0 53 plie (ol g s 4l jgals s (pOT
Alis pl )3 wyy )50 oo JS (5)185u,b (gl (VY YAV lalyas 3507 15 € FAS YAV ¢ ol oo
il il pl sla gl ol solag (e 01 4 425 b liS iy 3)lge 4 4257 L
5 02l LT a8 ol sl il Lol o) 0 cniio (FYN-FYR) iy plige 4 395950 5005
Col 55 J i iy Sl &5 0352 pos 355 o2z plie 99 13 oSS 5 0
S sl Sl P18 s oS S donas (liwdls jlie ldle QLS (yie 4 drgi b ilieg
Soteo b gyl Slolie 4] & paeuad 9 ol osols 3939 4 Jol 3gS 5,90 31 L3 Slwle
5,5 0SU Wb pmizred (VFF VAT LS 5 & ) Cawl Jgl Do loyd 4y gy pe wiily atily
B (e0Mo vy Bl 1D 3g)9 50 yenli 030 joid (gl Hlbinl e b olde dgng S
035 yod 48" Cwl 2D 3l 190 (g0 joid (Sl el g Codd @ dn gl b s L]
o=l e slagle 4 g b sl oad il & i D Glos 13 395950 (sl
Llas g (G i 4dS [ pgd 3,505 Consid) pomiy plyte (Ll 8)93 5 5 adlate
wilaio ) oy ololols o) Vlales pllss bl pols el ailate ) 5 albla/Wkin
o cpl Jo @ (g Gbld oS bl oo (BUDAS0 SBlgd () oy oo 5 4 demy
PLS &S sy o0 4o ol 4 oy (2LB0L 893 13 0 oy (sl gy b mledl] 8
el 03 Cpol Sl oli jgpm (slapn,d p Jun BB Alxon e5dl Akun /6]
o 2992 1y 39 03)5 (Byme ey &S 1) oS (48] Jine (slaaSiw gl iznen
Dlgd gye Wilgi oo 1y ol 0ilgn s youd S oS (U Jlaisl 5,5 o a9 00> )8 ducee
o) 4 el )3 Lol il 4ty 3¢5 Gyad )3 5 1) gpe b CBge g BB ol
g 0daldio BB jor sladSs 2 S5 wlin U pylea JUo 5l g0 pl 45 s o0 doms
Ul Gy e (g lais] slaailis 4B &S oad cdly wp gjloille ety S
Al o555 5399 5 oy 40) oy il B8 (alinly wmaly Jlo 51 asme g0
WS oo L3l qwyp ol g o odaliio aSis p (pFAY=FA sl Sl oy (5D alidl
o5 gy 3l Laslioyed () 9 03,50 o aSs ol ol pliy (63L5 Gloj e g0
04 D d)lge dy dngi b L(IWF V-0 Voo AYAY (il 5 woledl) Al 039y Jld BB Lalus
YY) £ FVY YWY i) 0392 oy o) s b slea 295900 9 950 Abols &S] » AST L
Ll cood glej ol ool 53 5 D990 2l Jlain! lg5 oo IV DYFY (gg0ngily ¢ YYA
2Lk @33k Jlo 5l 395950 9 9y ddlate ©8)5 aii (e ol pli Cunl 0392 Wl



S alelB 59995950 slailiw] lobw oS (S xo Al

Slesd g gyl 03,8 SMol & g b sl 48,5 1,8 - lolwle dlale cod Ioase 3gS
L (olie sl)l> 295950 0093 il 2 3> Jlesol lgi s lg byl gy (5135,8 5 318" 89 5
Ceods ol Ly sl ond ST ol Ly b el o] ()l Lol g s ikl e
Lo glojen 5 oMo i 80w (el sloJlo & bguyo g0 |y o 390 1005
5193 13 5 0 3 o st Jloin) s b o ™ 318" cilalis pod B9 5 i) (sla JLs

2y i (63 OYNV-OVA (gl Jlo dlold )5 g (g yudigil gy oLl

93950 hadS 2 pgd e SV g
Figure 7: The second seal impression.
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The competition between Russia and England in Iran for the purpose of
developing possessions and concluding concession contracts started from the
beginning of the Qajar period in the 19th century and gradually intensified.
One of the factors that intensified the rivalry between Russia and England in
Iran was the issue of India. British to protect India and Russians to disturb the
British in India were applying many policies in parts of Iran. The issue of India
and some other factors caused the rivalry between Russia and England in the
last years of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century to be more
concentrated in the eastern regions of Iran, especially Sistan. The competition
of these two European countries in the east of Iran had reached such a height
that they established a consulate in Sistan to achieve their goals. By
establishing a consulate in Sistan, these two great colonial powers, on the one
hand, wanted to know about the plans of the rivals and on the other hand,
sought to advance their goals and interests. The confrontation between the
Russian and British consulates in Sistan along with the positions of the central
government of Iran and the local rulers of the region caused complex relations
between these two consulates in Sistan. The most important issue of the present
article is what was the relationship between the Russian and British consulates
in Sistan? The assumption of this article is that the relations between the
Russian and British consulates in Sistan were more competitive and
confrontational. Of course, they interacted with each other regarding cultural
issues and political issues in emergency situations. This writing has been done
in a historical method with a descriptive-analytical method using library
sources and documents.
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1.Introduction

The colonial rivalries of the early 19th century made Iran the target of plans, conspiracies and
ambitions of the colonial powers of that time. Most of these competitions were related to Russia and
England. The competition between Russia and England in Iran for the purpose of developing
possessions and concluding concession contracts started from the beginning of the Qajar period in the
19th century and gradually intensified. In addition to territorial development and gaining economic
benefits in Iran, the Russians also pursued other goals, including access to open waters and proximity
to India's borders. Considering the geographical location of Iran, the British also paid a lot of attention
to Iran with several goals, including the protection of India. In such conditions in the 19th century,
Iran became the scene of competition between these two colonial powers. Along with the multilateral
competition between Russia and England in Iran and some regional and international factors, one of
the sensitive areas of their competition at this time was the eastern regions of Iran, especially Sistan.

Russia paid special attention to Sistan in the last years of the 19th century. Therefore, several
programs and measures, including: study and mapping, establishment of quarantine posts from
Khorasan to Sistan, construction of telegraph line from Mashhad to Sistan, supervision of customs
affairs in Sistan, establishment of a branch of Sistan Borrowing Bank, special communication with
some rulers and chiefs He put the clans and most importantly the establishment of the consulate in his
agenda. Russia to provide preparations for the establishment of the Sistan consulate in 1891. He sent
his first agent named Rahim Khan to Sistan. It seems that Rahim Khan is a Muslim citizen of Russia.
According to Musyub Liktin, Russia had about 20 million Muslim citizens at that time (Niktin, 1978:
97). In 1898. Russia sent another person named Zeidler as a deputy consul to Sistan. At this time, the
rivalry between the Russians and the British intensified in Sistan (Raees Toosi, 2006: 94-95).

Before the Russians, the British had started their goals and plans in the southeast of Iran to protect
India. One of the most important goals and policies of the British in the southeast of Iran was to
carefully study the eastern regions of Iran in order to accurately evaluate these regions in order to
prevent the influence of other European competitors, including Russia and France, from this route to
India. After careful assessments, the British concluded that after Herat, Sistan is the key to India for
the Russians. Another plan of the British was that they played a very effective role in the separation of
Iran's borders in Sistan and Baluchistan as a ruling in determining the borders. With their gradual
influence in Sistan in the last years of the 19th century, the British managed to establish a consulate
followed by the construction of a bank, hospital and mosque in Sistan. British Consulate in Sistan in
1899. It was established by Sarpresi Sykes (Sykes, 1957: 377-387).

The intensity of the competition between the Russians and the British over Sistan was such that the
Swede Sven Hedin visited Sistan in 1905. He wrote: "Today, this nest has attracted the attention of the
whole world. Sistan is important from a political point of view because of the secret race between
Russia and England to gain more and more influence. The tension that existed at this time could have
started the struggle for Iran from Sistan at any moment" (Hedin, 2002: 671). Despite the great attention
of the Russian and British governments to Sistan in this period of time, the Qajar government, due to
the weaknesses that ruled it in this period of time, directly dominated the border areas, especially the
eastern border areas, which were far from the center of government. He did not have authority. During
this period, a branch of the Alam family, whose origin and power center was the region of Birjand and
Qaenat, ruled Sistan as the representatives of the central government. The beginning of the power of
the Alam dynasty in Sistan was unpleasant for the rulers and local leaders of Sistan and caused
conflicts between them.

The confrontation between the Russian and British consulates in Sistan along with the positions of
the central government of Iran and the local rulers of the region and the reactions of the people caused
complex relations between these two consulates in Sistan. Therefore, the main question of the current
research is what was the relationship between the Russian and British consulates in Sistan and what
effect did the regional conditions of Sistan have on the relations between these two consulates? For a
better analysis of this issue, first the conflicting policies and then the interactive policies of the
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Russian and British consulates in Sistan have been explained with an emphasis on the role of regional
factors. Research on how foreign powers paid attention to Iran in the 19th and 20th centuries reveals
very useful experiences from that period in relation to their foreign policy. Explaining these
experiences in the current situation can be useful for foreign policy in relations with European
countries.

This article is written in a historical method with a descriptive-analytical method. The collected data
were analyzed qualitatively. The sources used in this research include library sources and especially
documentary sources. The documents related to the British Consulate in Sistan, the documents of the
Astan Quds Razavi Research Foundation, the documents of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
documents of the National Library have been used in this research.

The findings of this research indicate that in the last years of the 19th century, the Russian and British
governments started many programs in political, military, economic, health, cultural and other fields
by establishing a consulate in Sistan. Their purpose in carrying out numerous programs and services
through their consulate in Sistan was mainly because they could organize their policies better than
their competitors. They used all political, economic and cultural opportunities for their influence in
Sistan and Eastern Iran and even started to create very strange situations. Most of the policies, actions
and programs of the Russian and British consulates in Sistan were competitive and confrontational.
Each of the consulates wanted to gain more influence and privileges in Sistan and weaken the
opponent's position in this regard, in order to better implement their general policies that England
wanted to protect India and Russia wanted to disturb the British in India. Of course, their competition
or the general opposing policies of these two countries never led to a direct confrontation and conflict
between the consular officers of the two countries in Sistan. Even in many cultural cases and in new
international and regional conditions, they started to interact and cooperate with each other in political
issues. It is noteworthy that the Russian and British consular services to the natives of Sistan were not
altruistic, but in line with competition, they tried to incite the people of Sistan with them and against
their rivals. They looked at the natives of the region as a tool to advance their goals. Accuracy in the
behaviors and functions of the Russian and British consulates in Sistan can be useful for the current
politicians of Iran in the field of foreign relations.
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Atrak River is one of the longest border rivers of Iran, whose source is the heights
near Qochan in the north of Khorasan and it travels a path from east to west on the
common border of Iran and Russia and recently Turkmenistan. This river has an
important place in the political history of the region, a part of it in the Chat area,
according to the Akhal Treaty in 1299 AH, became the official and common border
of Qajar Iran and the Tsarist Russian Empire and after a few decades after the
October Revolution in 1917, it was determined as the border between Iran and the
Soviet Union and it was decided that at least 50% of the water of this river will enter
the regions of that country. In addition to its border importance, Atrak River has
always been of interest in terms of irrigation of agricultural lands and various
construction facilities and creation of sources of income. Therefore, giving
importance to issues related to water and border rivers such as Atrak in studies of
contemporary history plays an important role in determining the behavior of water
diplomacy and economic decisions. The present research, using descriptive-
analytical method and relying on library and documentary sources, aims to answer
the question, what effect did the Atrak River have on the hydropolitical relations of
Iran and its neighbors in the direction of stability and reduction of water and border
tensions? And what effect did it have on the historical developments of the east of
the Caspian Sea, in terms of population and economy? The claim of the research is
that due to the changes in the Atrak River bed due to natural causes and human
intervention, there have always been problems and tensions in determining the
borders of Iran with neighboring lands. Also, the Turkmen-inhabited region on both
sides of the river has a desert climate, and the Etrak river basin is one of the water
sources of this land, Therefore, the arbitrary withdrawal of water by the countries
has caused challenges between the two countries, and to solve this problem,
agreements were always signed in different periods, the results of which were the
relative interactions of the parties in the last century.
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1.Introduction

In the study of the historical geography of nations and countries, the identification of political borders
is a key aspect for understanding border-related events, military matters, economic issues, and
demographic concerns. Among these, rivers, like other natural and geographical elements such as
mountains, valleys, and seas, are regarded as measurable natural features in Iran's mythological,
religious, historical, and geographical sources. They have been taken into account by authoritative
governments in determining boundaries or borders with neighboring lands. Concerning the historical
and political borders of Iran, when studying various texts, readers consistently encounter the names of
rivers such as the Sind and Helmand on the eastern borders, the Syr Darya or Jeyhun on the
northeastern borders, and the Tigris and Euphrates on the western borders. These rivers served as
defining boundaries for kingdoms and governments during mythical and historical periods in Iran.
From the arrival of Aryan tribes and the establishment of the first government on the Iranian plateau to
contemporary times, this progression is documented in various research sources. The Safavid rulers
(1501-1736) aimed to establish a government with its domain restricted to rivers delineating its eastern
and western borders. The establishment of the Qajar government (1796-1925) in the early 19th century
coincided with regional and transregional developments. Iran's position as an intermediary region
between the colonial powers of the British Empire and Tsarist Russia imposed wars, treaties, and
agreements that were disadvantageous to Iran from the early decades of this era. Consequently, the
borders of the eastern and western of the Caspian Sea underwent changes with the acceptance of
border agreements. According to the Treaty of Paris in 1857, the lower basin of the Helmand and Hari
Rud rivers was established as part of the eastern border with Afghanistan. In the west of the Caspian
Sea, the Treaty of Turkmenchay in 1828 definitively demarcated the boundary between Russia and
Iran along the Aras River. On the eastern shores of the Caspian Sea, the Treaty of Akhal in 1881
marked the recognized border river between Iran and Russia as the Atrek River.

Since then, the inland river basin of the Atrek River, originating from the northeastern mountains
near Qochan and flowing into the Husseingoli Gulf on the eastern coast of the Caspian Sea, was
defined as the Maritime boundary between the two countries. Recognizing that, like all rivers, the
Atrek River is susceptible to natural alterations and human interventions and becomes a source of
various challenges in local and international settings during periods of floods and droughts, measures
were planned from the outset to outline the water rights of both countries. This aimed to prevent
intrusion by farmers and other above states and to implement ambitious projects in dam construction,
bridge building, and water utilization for agriculture and industry. Consequently, contracts were made
to establish commissions, and protocols were signed to address these issues. As a result of these
developments and the identification of the Atrek River as the border between Iran and Russia, the
basin and course of this river, from its source to its mouth, became intertwined with issues and
discussions related to hydropolitics and the water economy of the benefiting countries, akin to rivers
such as the Helmand, Aras, and Arvand Rud.

Since then, Farmers and nomads as residents in region, including indigenous communities, Turks,
Kurds, and Yomut Turkmens and Kogalan, became border residents with facing new conditions due to
their livelihoods in the river basin. In particular, the settlement of the Yomut Turkmens on both sides
of the river in Iran and Russia, from the lower Chat region and the area where the Sumbar River led to
ethnic conflicts and regional disputes between the two countries for decades after the initial
agreements.

Part of these conflicts stemmed from the aggressive policies of the Tsarist government in the
nineteenth century. Following the overthrow of the Tsarist regime in the October Revolution of 1917
and the establishment of the Soviet government in Russia, these conflicts continued in the region for
an extended period. One consequence of the connection of the Atrek River's inland basin to the
broader international context as a border river is the extensive correspondence and numerous
documents exchanged between the governments of Iran and Russia. These records are currently
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available in national archives and diplomatic centers to some extent, enabling the examination,
research, and review of events and developments from a historical perspective. The changes occurring
in the Atrek River basin shed light on governance challenges over water boundaries and the increasing
importance of water in agricultural and industrial transformations. These deep changes in the life of
The Atrek river from view point of sovereign challenges on maritime boundaries and increasingly
importance of water in industrial and agricultural developments, coincided with parallel developments
in Europe concerning the rights of rivers flowing jointly between two or more countries.

The developments and international treaties of the nineteenth century regarding the exercise of
absolute or limited sovereignty over rivers that traversed the borders of two or more countries within
the political territories of European empires resulted in various agreements. Consequently, similar
agreements were negotiated between Iran and Russia concerning border rivers, including the Atrek
River, as well as the Aras, Herirud, and Hermand rivers. However, the absence of comparable
conditions in diplomatic discussions between Iran and Russia, as seen in Western Europe, prevented
the realization of many agreements between the two nations.

After the establishment of the Soviet Union government in Russia, Iran and Russia engaged in
border agreements, specifically regarding the Atrek River. In the subsequent years, multiple protocols
and commissions were organized. The main objective was to decrease anticipated challenges between
the two countries, particularly by precisely outlining the mountainous path of the river from Qochan to
the Akhal region and the lowland route inhabited by the Yemot people to the shores of the Caspian
Sea. The aim was to reduce anticipated challenges between the two countries. Despite issues with
officials, border guards, and residents on the Turkmen side of the river in Russia causing local
tensions, agreements between the two countries prevented significant confrontations in executing
development projects and establishing agricultural and industrial facilities on both sides of the lower
river. Both nations chose to use prudent measures and internal planning, either individually through
domestic initiatives or jointly, to equitably exploit the benefits of hydropower. This approach, with a
particular focus on water economics, aimed to reduce traditional tensions between cohabiting residents
and livestock farmers on both sides of the river. The emphasis was on leveraging the advantages of
hydropower in economic sectors, thereby contributing to the reduction of longstanding tensions
between local communities and livestock farmers on either side of the river.

The growing importance of how water resources from rivers are managed between West Asian and
Central Asian countries, has encouraged interdisciplinary researchers to investigate hydro-political
issues. As previously mentioned, since the signing of the Akhal Agreement in 1881, significant
changes in the conditions of the Atrek River, shifting from an internal to a border river, have resulted
in numerous diplomatic documents in national and international archives. These documents address
challenges and agreements related to water borders between the two countries. They include
complaints from residents in the Atrek River basin about encroachments by citizens of the neighboring
country, policies on population displacement, changes in land use from barren to agricultural lands,
and the unauthorized use of Iran's internal waters. This is often accompanied by the construction of
canals and dams in the upstream section of the river, along with various existing protocols. However,
despite this, discussions related to the border river Atrek in articles and books in this field have been
less addressed, relying less on historical perspectives and more on archival documents. Undoubtedly, a
reexamination of the documents available in archives provides a document-based literature for
political scholars and interdisciplinary researchers in this field.
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Patricia Crone and John V. Tolan represent two directions in Islamic studies,
extremism and traditionalism. Extremism revolved around negating the credibility of
the resources of Islamic history and endeavoring to reshape and rewrite Stratu Rasiili
I-Lah (PBUH) and the accurate history of Islam by making reference to non-Islamic
historical resources. On the other hand, The fundamentals of their rival stream viz
traditionalism include trusting and believing in the credibility of the resources of
Islamic history, assigning historical centrality for the accounts across the history of
Islam. From the 1970s onward, the Revisionist school of Islamic studies replaced the
extremist campaign and tried to extend the foundations of extremism that Patricia
Crone’s Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World(Written in collaboration with
Michael Cook), is one of the results of this skepticism and the extremism of the
revisionists. On the other hand, as a way of responding to the efforts and extremist
actions of the revisionists, traditionalists reacted scientifically, and John Tolan’s
Faces of Muhammad: Western Perceptions of the Prophet of Islam from the Middle
Ages to Today, is one of the most remarkable instances. The present study, which
was carried out using a descriptive-analytical methodology by making reference to
library resources, aimed to compare the representation and introduction of Siratu
Rastli I-Lah (PBUH) and the history of Islam in the views of Patricia Crone and
John Tolan according to Hagarism and Faces of Muhammad. The main question of
the study revolved around the similarities and differences between the two books in
terms of representation. The study hypothesized that Hagarism reflected the
Revisionist > skeptical foundations and thoughts, while faces of Muhammad —
despite implicitly approving some of the Revisionist > ideas — adopted a traditional
approach and opposed the opinions propagated by reformists.

Islamic studies, Revisionist and Traditionalist, Siratu Rasiili 1-Lah (PBUH) and the
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1.Introduction

Since the inception of Islamic studies in Europe around 9 AD, the field has been characterized by two distinct
currents—extremist and traditionalist—each with its unique approach to research in Islamic studies. The ongoing
scientific confrontations between these currents have persisted to the present day. Beginning in 1970, the
revisionist current diverged from the footsteps of extremism, by manipulating historical narratives , it aimed to
assert cultural and intellectual dominance of the West over the East. This involved discrediting the authenticity
of Islamic historical sources, rewriting and re-representing the prophet’s life and the history of Islam, and
advocating for the removal of sacred and theological aspects from the traditions of Islamic history and the life of
the Messenger of God—effectively promoting secularism in the history of Islam. This marked their efforts to
introduce a new approach to researching Islamic history. The efforts of the revisionist school are evident in
influential works such as "Hagarism" and Patricia Crone's research, representing some of the earliest extreme
endeavors within this school. Concurrently, the traditionalist movement emerged in response, initiating scientific
confrontations to counteract the revisionist trend. Key representatives of this traditionalist movement include
John Tolan and his work, "Faces of Muhammad ".

The current research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical methodology and relying on library sources,
aims to compare how Patricia Crone and John Tolan present the life of the Messenger of God and the history of
Islam in their respective books, "Hagarism" and "Faces of Muhammad.” The primary research question
addresses the similarities and differences in representation between these two works. The underlying hypothesis
posits that "Hagarism" reflects the fundamentals, thought, and skeptical results of the revisionists, while "Faces
of Muhammad" embodies a traditionalist approach, albeit acknowledging some of the revisionists' fundamentals.
2. Research Methodology
In approaching the research, a descriptive-analytical methodology was employed. The analysis delves into the
examination of two books, focusing on uncovering both the similarities and differences in the representation of
the prophet’s life and the history of Islam. The research hones in on six principal axes, exploring both
dimensions of similarity and divergence:
Axes of Similarity:

o Utilization of Non-Islamic Historical Sources

o Blurring Distinctions Between Islam and Other Religions and Islam’s borrowing from other religious

o Skepticism Regarding the Historical accuracy of the Siratu Rasiili I-Lah (PBUH) and History of Islam

Axes of Divergence:

o Critique of Revisionist and Traditionalist Methods and presenting the correct strategy for conducting Islamic
studies.

e Usage of Different Concepts and Terms

¢ Divergent Opinions on the Culture, Civilization, and History of Islam

3. Results

Two primary currents, extremist and traditional, dominate Islamic studies, each conducting research in its unique
manner. Since 1970, the revisionist current has followed the footsteps of extremism, with "Hagarism" being an
early and impactful manifestation of this shift. Conversely, the moderate current, aiming to counter revisionism,
took action, with "Faces of Muhammad" by Tolan considered a representative of this movement. Through the
investigations conducted in this research, it becomes evident that "Hagarism™ embodies elements of extremism
and postmodernism to such an extent that the authors fail to provide scientific documentation for their claims.
The representation of Islamic history and the prophetic life in this book appears chaotic and disorderly. In
contrast, "Faces of Muhammad" presents a more coherent and logical representation, following a straight line.
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This study aims to delve into the historical development and fluctuations in Fustat’s
economic and urban growth during the Tulunid, Ikhshidid, and Fatimid dynasties.
Situated in a geographically unique location, Fustat, outpaced Alexandria in terms of
political-administrative standing, industrial growth, and trade prominence during the
Umayyad era. With the establishment of the Abbasid dynasty, Fustat expanded
northward and gained further importance in international trade. The findings of this
study indicate that during the Tulunid rule, the newly established city of Al-Qata’i‘
merged with Fustat, becoming a major center for high-quality pottery production.
During the Ikhshidid period and after the death of Muhammad ibn Tughj, Fustat's
fortunes took a downturn, beset by natural calamities and neglect from Ikhshidid
rulers. Nevertheless, under Fatimid rule in Egypt, Fustat witnessed a remarkable
revival. This resurgence was propelled by a dramatic shift in trade routes as
commerce redirected from Iraq and the Persian Gulf to Egypt and the Red Sea, while
the ports of Alexandria and Aydhab became instrumental in fostering trade
connections between Fustat, Europe, Yemen, and the Far East. Fustat played a
crucial role as an intermediary hub between Ifrigiyyah and the commercial centers of
the Indian Ocean, and at the same time, it was vitally connected with the Levant
through strategic ports such as Tyre, Latakia, and Ascalon. Moreover, the
commercial prosperity of Fustat was greatly enhanced by the presence and settlement
of Byzantine, Amalfitan, Venetian, and Pisan merchants. However, in the 6th
century AH, Fustat faced a catastrophic setback when it was set ablaze, driven by
fears of Crusader dominance, resulting in the loss of its privileged position in Egypt.

Fustat, Tulunid, Ikshidid, Fatimid, urban development, economy.
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1. Introduction

This research, titled "Physical and Economic Development of Fustat from 256 to 564 AH," aims to
investigate the urban and economic development process of Fustat, as well as the factors contributing
to its rise or stagnation during the Tulunids, Akhshidis, and Fatimid dynasties.

Today, the ruins of Fustat lie within the modern district of Old Cairo, with few buildings
remaining from its days as a capital. Many archaeological digs have revealed the wealth of buried
material in the area. Many ancient items recovered from the site are on display in Cairo's Museum of
Islamic Art. It is believed that further archaeological digs could yield substantial rewards, considering
that the remains of the original city are still preserved under hundreds of years of rubbish. Some
archaeological excavations have taken place, the paths of streets are still visible, and some buildings
have been partially reconstructed to waist-height. Some artifacts that have been recovered can be seen
in Cairo's Museum of Islamic Art. Today, little remains of the grandeur of the old city. The three
capitals, Fustat, al-Askar and al-Qatta'i were absorbed into the growing city of Cairo. Some of the old
buildings remain visible in the region known as "Old Cairo", but much of the rest has fallen into
disrepair, overgrown with weeds or used as garbage dumps.

Fustat, established in 20 A.H. during Egypt's conquest by Amr ibn al-As, transformed into a
metropolis during the Umayyad period. The early population of the city was composed almost entirely
of soldiers and their families, and the layout of the city was similar to that of a garrison. Amr intended
for Fustat to serve as a base from which to conquer North Africa, as well as to launch further
campaigns against Byzantium. It remained the primary base for Arab expansion in Africa
until Qayrawan was founded in Tunisiain 50 A.H. Situated in a geographically unique location,
Fustat, outpaced Alexandria in terms of political-administrative standing, industrial growth, and trade
prominence during the Umayyad era. Fustat was the centre of power in Egypt under the Umayyad
dynasty, which had started with the rule of Muawiyah |, and headed the Islamic caliphate from 660 to
750. However, Egypt was considered only a province of larger powers, and was ruled by governors
who were appointed from other Muslim centres such as Damascus, Medina, and Baghdad. With the
establishment of the Abbasid dynasty, Fustat expanded northward and gained further importance in
international trade Notably, it experienced significant physical and economic advancements. The
population of Fustat grew during the Abbasid reign, leading to the emergence of distinct
neighborhoods spanning from the west along the Nile coast to the eastern heights of Jebel Mogtam.

During the transition from the Abbasid period, Ahmad Ibn Tulun assumed governance of Egypt in
254 AH. He established a new section in the northern part of Fustat, known as Qata'ee. Archaeological
studies further reveal Fustat's role as an importer of porcelain and pottery during the Tulunid era,
fostering extensive trade relations with Far Eastern countries. However, Fustat’s development during
the Tulunids was not limited to these accomplishments, as it experienced significant advancements in
its economy. The city flourished in the early Islamic centuries due to its bountiful agricultural
production and strategic location along trade and pilgrimage routes. Notably, Fustat enjoyed a special
connection with Ramleh, the capital of Palestine, during the Tulunid period. Ramleh played a pivotal
role not only as a link between Fustat and Damascus but also as a hub for capital accumulation and
economic endeavors.

Throughout the Akhshid period, Fustat served as the political and administrative center of Egypt. It
encompassed a vast city, nearly one-third the size of Baghdad, featuring expansive markets, grand
trading houses, and five- to seven-story residential buildings. The prominent mosques of Amr ibn al-
As and Ibn Tulun held great significance within Fustat. However, Fustat encountered numerous
catastrophes after the death of Muhammad Ibn Taghj in 334 A.H., severely impacting its economy and
physical development. These challenges included an earthquake between 338 and 340 AH, a severe
famine in 341 AH, a fire in 343 AH, and a sharp decrease in Nile water.

With the ascendance of the Fatimids, Fustat not only recovered from previous adversities but also
attained unparalleled supremacy in Egypt. Archaeological reports from the Fatimid era attest to this.
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Moreover, Fustat reached an apogee in economic growth as trade routes shifted from Iraq and the
Persian Gulf to Egypt and the Red Sea. Jewish merchants played a significant role in the economic rise
of Fustat, with their presence felt across all sectors of the econom.

During this period, Fustat excelled in industries such as textiles, glass container production, gold
pottery and sugar manufacturing, contributing to its export value. The paper industry also witnessed
significant development during the Fatimid era. Fustat's economic preeminence was closely tied to
Alexandria, the primary trade port of Egypt. Additionally, Aizab, located on the Red Sea coast, played
a pivotal role in Fustat's trade connections with Yemen, East Africa, India, and China. Furthermore,
cities like Tyre, Latakia, and Ashkelon facilitated vital maritime and terrestrial trade links between the
Levant and Egypt. Fustat maintained essential sea and land connections with Afrigyah, serving as a
significant emporium for African trade caravans and their access to the Indian Ocean market.
Moreover, the commercial prosperity of Fustat was greatly enhanced by the presence and settlement of
Byzantine, Amalfitan, Venetian, and Pisan merchants. During the Fatimid period, numerous sectors in
Fustat were dedicated to industrial activities. Although not all districts of Fustat were designated
exclusively for specific branches of commerce, industry, and production, Geniza records indicate that
many streets, markets, halls, and houses were associated with a particular economic sector. Some areas
were primarily residential, while others were predominantly utilized for economic purposes. For
instance, mills and facilities for wine and oil production were often situated within residential zones.

Archaeological evidence reveals the urban sophistication of Fustat during the Fatimid reign in
terms of investment and attention given to water supply structures and sewage disposal systems. This
contributed significantly to the city's rapid growth. The construction of aqueducts, which commenced
during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, persisted during the Fatimid era. These aqueducts spanned
across Fustat, facilitating the delivery of water to the most opulent residences through the use of
locally produced clay pipes. Notably, these pipes were ingeniously designed to segregate drinking
water from water used for domestic purposes such as washing and cooking. Furthermore, advanced
mechanisms were devised to manage wastewater, effectively directing it towards drainage channels
and pits located outside the residential areas.

However, it is crucial to address the decline of Fustat during the Fatimid era. In the year 446 AH,
the city was struck by the initial wave of famine and disease, a calamity that persisted until the end of
448 AH. Subsequently, a devastating seven-year famine further ravaged the population and the city’s
infrastructure. This aforementioned famine began in 459 AH and reached its peak in 461-462 AH. The
gradual deterioration of Fustat accelerated in the 6th century AH, culminating in the attempted capture
of the city by the crusader king Amalric in the year 564 AH. Fearing the onslaught of the crusaders,
Fustat was set ablaze as a precautionary measure.
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