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Abstract

The Seleucid Empire and the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt were dynasties
that arose after the conquests of Alexander the Great. During the life of their
dynasty, they were involved in six wars, known as the Syrian Wars, for
control of the eastern Mediterranean. The Battle of Raphia took place at the
end of the Fourth Syrian War between Antiochus Il and Ptolemy IV in 217
BC. This battle was one of the critical and decisive confrontations in the
Syrian Wars between the two great powers of the Hellenistic era. On the one
hand, Antiochus 11, king of the Seleucids, sought to regain the territories he
had lost in previous centuries. On the other hand, Ptolemy IV and the
Ptolemaic government of Egypt sought to assert their dominance over the
eastern Mediterranean. Therefore, the results and consequences of this battle
could affect the balance of power in the entire Mediterranean region. Based
on the historical approach and on the description and analysis of the data of
documents and sources, the current research seeks to answer the question:
what were the causes of the Battle of Raphia and what were its results and
consequences? The results of the research show that this battle was due to the
domination of both sides over the eastern Mediterranean countries, especially
the region of Coele-Syria; although Antiochus 111 was defeated in this battle,
the passive policy of the Pharaoh of Egypt caused Antiochus Il to revive his
authority in Asia Minor and eastern Iran. On the other hand, the Egyptians
had to contend with the growing power of Rome in the west and were
eventually wiped out.
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Introduction

Within a short space of time, two great Macedonian kingdoms fell into the hands of young kings.
Thus, around 220 BC, Antiochus 111 (187-223 BC) ruled in Iran in 223 BC at the age of eighteen, and
Ptolemy IV Philopator (221-204 BC Ptolemy IV Philopator) ruled in Egypt in 221 BC at the age of
twenty-three . The differing ambitions of these two young kings were bound to create new power

relationships in the eastern Mediterranean. The world in which their reign began was the Greco-
Macedonian world, created by the conquests of Alexander the Great, but the world in which their reign
ended was a new world overshadowed by Rome.

Antiochus |11, the young Seleucid king, intended to restore as much of the empire's territory as
possible to the period of Seleucus I, and also to pursue Seleucid claims - which had been neglected in
the past - to the Ptolemaic possessions. . The death of Ptolemy 111 in early 221 BC and the accession of
Ptolemy IV Philopator created ideal conditions for the ambitious young Seleucid king Antiochus 111 to
conquer the eastern Mediterranean. Although his campaigns were initially successful, and during the
first phase of the conflict Antiochus Il recaptured Seleucia Pieria and cities in Palestine, it was the
diplomacy of the Egyptian courtiers that finally allowed them to prepare their military forces in terms
of quantity and quality for the battle with Antiochus .

In June 217 BC, 10 kilometres from the ancient city of Raphia, the Seleucid Empire and the
Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, two powers of the ancient world, clashed in one of the largest and most
spectacular battles of the Hellenistic period. The Ptolemies were able to defeat Antiochus in this battle.

This defeat forced Antiochus to give up his Syrian ambitions. In other words, Ptolemy 1V's victory
resolved the dispute over Syria for another 17 years. Thus, after Antiochus' retreat, Ptolemy was able
to reoccupy his lost lands.

A truce was then declared, but since the two sides could not agree, three months later, Ptolemy 1V,
probably to put pressure on the Seleucids in the negotiations, crossed the borders of Coele-Syria and
attacked Antiochus unopposed, plundering several cities. A peace treaty was signed after this attack.
In the treaty that followed, although the details are unknown to us, Coele -Syria fell back into the
hands of Ptolemy IV, and Antiochus lost Seleucia Pieria, which he had inherited from his father. In
other words, the peace treaty ended at the cost of all the Seleucid king's conquests in Phoenicia and
Palestine, but Antiochus paid no compensation.

The Battle of Raffia had many consequences. Despite the victory and the great efforts made in the
war, the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt adopted a defensive policy and regained the lands that had been
taken by Antiochus. Such successes initially made the reign of Ptolemy IV appear brilliant, due to
their superiority in foreign policy, especially in the eastern Mediterranean.

However, the victory at Raphia marked the end of a glorious era, or in other words, the end of the
"century of the Ptolemies". After the Battle of Raphia, Ptolemy entered the war against the native
Egyptians. Indeed, the sudden departure of a large number of soldiers at the end of the war had a
devastating social effect, but it must be said that the military campaigns also put a great deal of
economic pressure on the royal court. In Egypt, Ptolemy IV won the Battle of Raphia, but internal
rebellions in Egypt itself caused a severe blow to the native population and led to the separation of
Upper Egypt from Ptolemaic rule.

Antiochus 111, on the other hand, had just begun his activities after the Battle of Raphia. He quickly
rebuilt his army after the defeat, and from 216 to 213 BC he concentrated on defeating Achaios. In 216
BC he marched against the usurper Achaios, and at this time he began to reclaim parts of Anatolia that
had been out of Seleucid control since the time of Seleucus Il; finally Antiochus Il was able to
capture and execute Achaiosafter the siege of Sardis in 213 BC; thus Antiochus 111 was able to secure
his western borders. With the fall of Achaios, Ptolemaic foreign policy also failed.
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Philopator's inaction allowed Antiochus to make considerable gains in the eastern satrapies from 212
to 205. So much so that even the Maurian prince Sophagasenos, the Parthian king Arsakes 1l (217-197
BC) and the kingdom of Bactria recognised the superiority of the Seleucids in this region. Antiochus
now chose the title of Great Achaemenid King and was named "Antiochus the Great" in memory of
Alexander. The results of the attack on the East were immense. Although the Parthians and Eutidemus
retained their independence, they also accepted the rule and leadership of the Seleucids, and for a time
Antiochus was safe from the fear of their attack on western Iran.

For Antiochus, this was a matter of vital importance, for in order to carry out his intentions and
aims in the Eastern Mediterranean, the main centre of Seleucid interests, his hand must be completely
free. Moreover, the attack in the east raised Antiochus' status, which seemed necessary after his lack of
success in the Fourth Syrian War (217-218 BC). Antiochus was able to restore his power and
influence in the West and the Far East (205-209 BC).

Having restored his power in the above-mentioned states, at the end of his life he again began to
fight against the Ptolemies. As it should be said, the turbulent period in Alexandria and the constant
rebellion of the local forces created ideal conditions for Antiochus Il to attack Coel-Syria once again
and to fight the Fifth Syrian War (202-195 BC) between them. At the end of this war, Egypt lost most
of its foreign possessions, except for Cyprus and Cyrenaica, and was unable to recover them. In fact,
during these battles, Antiochus annexed to his territory the lands he had failed to conquer in the Battle
of Raphia. On the other hand, after Ptolemy IV, the Egyptians allied themselves with a new power,
Rome, which was able to put an end to both the Ptolemaic and Seleucid dynasties.
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Introduction

This Study depicts the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the Achaemenid emperors and tries to
show how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid emperors and what sources they relied on in this
regard. Its importance lies in a better understanding of Herodotus’s historiography and its use of
Aeschylus’s narration among other sources. The main question and the problem that has been raised is to
what sources did Aeschylus and Herodotus use in their narration and what narration they give. The
approach and the research Methodology of this study is a thought. This means that it puts the narratives of
Aeschylus and Herodotus next to each other to find out how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid
emperors. The thesis is that Aeschylus, who himself witnessed the Persian campaign, while giving a first-
hand account, rewrote it based on the model of Greek tragedies, and Herodotus, while largely is influenced
by Aeschylus’ account of the Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’ campaign to Greece, he used other
sources in his narration. As a result and data, the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the
Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’s campaign to Greece show similarities and differences. Based on the
model of Greek tragedies, Aeschylus’s narrative tells the story of Xerxes’ campaign as a king whose
delusions lead him to do brazen actions that involve an inevitable fate from the gods. Herodotus’ narrative
is largely derived from Aeschylus’s narrative. The ups and downs that Herodotus depicts in the lives of the
Achaemenid emperors and especially Xerxes and the influence of the intervention of gods and fate in their
lives are all reminiscent of the ancient Greek tragedies, here specifically the Persians of Aeschylus. At the
same time, Herodotus also uses other sources and gives more details than Aeschylus to show the reasons
and agents of this campaign as a historian. Despite this, Aeschylus’s narrative is decades ahead of
Herodotus’s narrative and is closer to the time of the event. Also, his narration of the Achaemenid
emperors, as narrated by Atossa, Darius and Xerxes, has significant differences from Herodotus’s narration.
This Study depicts the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the Achaemenid emperors and tries to
show how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid emperors and what sources they relied on in this
regard. Its importance lies in a better understanding of Herodotus’s historiography and its use of
Aeschylus’s narration among other sources. The main question and the problem that has been raised is to
what sources did Aeschylus and Herodotus use in their narration and what narration they give. The
approach and the research Methodology of this study is a thought. This means that it puts the narratives of
Aeschylus and Herodotus next to each other to find out how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid
emperors. The thesis is that Aeschylus, who himself witnessed the Persian campaign, while giving a first-
hand account, rewrote it based on the model of Greek tragedies, and Herodotus, while largely is influenced
by Aeschylus’ account of the Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’ campaign to Greece, he used other
sources in his narration. As a result and data, the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the
Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’s campaign to Greece show similarities and differences. Based on the
model of Greek tragedies, Aeschylus’s narrative tells the story of Xerxes’ campaign as a king whose
delusions lead him to do brazen actions that involve an inevitable fate from the gods. Herodotus’ narrative
is largely derived from Aeschylus’s narrative. The ups and downs that Herodotus depicts in the lives of the
Achaemenid emperors and especially Xerxes and the influence of the intervention of gods and fate in their
lives are all reminiscent of the ancient Greek tragedies, here specifically the Persians of Aeschylus. At the
same time, Herodotus also uses other sources and gives more details than Aeschylus to show the reasons
and agents of this campaign as a historian. Despite this, Aeschylus’s narrative is decades ahead of
Herodotus’s narrative and is closer to the time of the event. Also, his narration of the Achaemenid
emperors, as narrated by Atossa, Darius and Xerxes, has significant differences from Herodotus’s narration.
This Study depicts the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the Achaemenid emperors and tries to
show how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid emperors and what sources they relied on in this
regard. Its importance lies in a better understanding of Herodotus’s historiography and its use of
Aeschylus’s narration among other sources. The main question and the problem that has been raised is to
what sources did Aeschylus and Herodotus use in their narration and what narration they give. The
approach and the research Methodology of this study is a thought. This means that it puts the narratives of
Aeschylus and Herodotus next to each other to find out how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid
emperors. The thesis is that Aeschylus, who himself witnessed the Persian campaign, while giving a first-
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hand account, rewrote it based on the model of Greek tragedies, and Herodotus, while largely is influenced
by Aeschylus’ account of the Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’ campaign to Greece, he used other
sources in his narration. As a result and data, the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the
Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’s campaign to Greece show similarities and differences. Based on the
model of Greek tragedies, Aeschylus’s narrative tells the story of Xerxes’ campaign as a king whose
delusions lead him to do brazen actions that involve an inevitable fate from the gods. Herodotus’ narrative
is largely derived from Aeschylus’s narrative. The ups and downs that Herodotus depicts in the lives of the
Achaemenid emperors and especially Xerxes and the influence of the intervention of gods and fate in their
lives are all reminiscent of the ancient Greek tragedies, here specifically the Persians of Aeschylus. At the
same time, Herodotus also uses other sources and gives more details than Aeschylus to show the reasons
and agents of this campaign as a historian. Despite this, Aeschylus’s narrative is decades ahead of
Herodotus’s narrative and is closer to the time of the event. Also, his narration of the Achaemenid
emperors, as narrated by Atossa, Darius and Xerxes, has significant differences from Herodotus’s narration.
This Study depicts the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the Achaemenid emperors and tries to
show how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid emperors and what sources they relied on in this
regard. Its importance lies in a better understanding of Herodotus’s historiography and its use of
Aeschylus’s narration among other sources. The main question and the problem that has been raised is to
what sources did Aeschylus and Herodotus use in their narration and what narration they give. The
approach and the research Methodology of this study is a thought. This means that it puts the narratives of
Aeschylus and Herodotus next to each other to find out how they gave a narrative about the Achaemenid
emperors. The thesis is that Aeschylus, who himself witnessed the Persian campaign, while giving a first-
hand account, rewrote it based on the model of Greek tragedies, and Herodotus, while largely is influenced
by Aeschylus’ account of the Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’ campaign to Greece, he used other
sources in his narration. As a result and data, the narratives of Aeschylus and Herodotus about the
Achaemenid emperors and Xerxes’s campaign to Greece show similarities and differences. Based on the
model of Greek tragedies, Aeschylus’s narrative tells the story of Xerxes’ campaign as a king whose
delusions lead him to do brazen actions that involve an inevitable fate from the gods. Herodotus’ narrative
is largely derived from Aeschylus’s narrative. The ups and downs that Herodotus depicts in the lives of the
Achaemenid emperors and especially Xerxes and the influence of the intervention of gods and fate in their
lives are all reminiscent of the ancient Greek tragedies, here specifically the Persians of Aeschylus. At the
same time, Herodotus also uses other sources and gives more details than Aeschylus to show the reasons
and agents of this campaign as a historian. Despite this, Aeschylus’s narrative is decades ahead of
Herodotus’s narrative and is closer to the time of the event. Also, his narration of the Achaemenid
emperors, as narrated by Atossa, Darius and Xerxes, has significant differences from Herodotus’s narration.
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The main problem of the present research is to investigate the impact of the Ottoman
central government's inability in the eastern provinces on the security of the western
territory of Iran. Emirate of Baban and Pashalik of Baghdad were provinces far from
the Ottoman center. The territories of both rulers were separated from the territory of
Iran after the Zohab Treaty, but Iran's influence and role in Baban and Baghdad never
disappeared. The inability and unwillingness of the Ottoman central government -
especially from the twelfth century to the middle of the thirteenth century - had led to
a power vacuum in the eastern provinces. Such a situation was a serious threat to the
western territory of Iran. As the subjects and borderlands of Iran were exposed many
times to the raids of the Kurds and Arabs of the territory of Baban and Baghdad. In
order to ensure the security of its territory, as well as maintaining and continuing its
role and influence in the territory of Baban, Iran was inevitably involved in the
conflicts between Baban and Baghdad. Some researchers have wrongly considered
Iran's involvement in Baban and Baghdad issues as “interference”. While Iran's
involvement was as a legitimate right to Self-Defense. In the present research, the
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1. Introduction

In the present essay, one of the important and less known issues of Iran-Ottoman relations in the
contemporary period has been discussed. The purpose of this research is to investigate the relationship
between the Ottoman central government's inability in the eastern provinces and the security of the western
territory of Iran. The emergence of the Ottoman Empire in Anatolia and its gradual expansion from a local
power to a large government, and then its transformation into an empire, was a new threat to the territory of
western Iran. This threat appeared in different ways to the Ottoman Empire era. The strange and
contradictory point is that not only the power of the Ottomans, but also the weakness and inability of that
government, especially from the twelfth century to the middle of the thirteenth century, was a threat to the
territory and interests of Iran. The weakness of the Ottoman central government, which often led to a power
vacuum in the eastern provinces, inevitably involved the Iranian government in the issues of those regions.
Iran's involvement in the eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire was even at the request of one of the
three centers of power: the Ottoman government, the Emirate of Baban, and the Pashalik of Baghdad. In
the current research, we have tried to prove this claim by citing to Iranian and Ottoman sources that the
involvement of the Iran in the above areas, which has been wrongly referred to as "interference", was either
forced or at the request of one of the above mentioned powers.

As yet, researchers have not paid attention to this important point, how the inability or unwillingness of the
Ottoman government was a threat to the security of subjects and borderlands of Iran.

Iranian and Turkish researchers have gone completely wrong in their investigations for two reasons: First,
ignorance of the sources and history of the opposite country, and second, ignorance of the relations
between the two countries from the point of view of international law. One of the Turkish researchers,
Metin Atmaja, who has published several works on the Baban Emirate, writes: "The Qajar kings were
frequently involved in the internal affairs of Ottoman Kurdistan until the middle of the 19th century.” He
considered Iran's involvement as "interferences” (Atmaca, 2021: 67). From Iraniain researchers, except for
Aminpour and his colleagues (2013), who wrote an article about Abdurrahman Pasha; Mozafari has
researched about Ardalan Kurdistan in several joint articles. She writes: "The tendency of the rebel
governors of Baban to the court of Iran was considered a seized opportunity. The local government of
Ardalan was the executive arm of Iran's policies in the field of intervention, whether in times of peace or
war (Mozaffari, 2018: 66). Atmaja and Mozafari and some other researchers have researched a subject and
have reached the position of arbiter, the main requirement of which is to know the history of the opposite
country. The structure of power in the Iranian and Ottoman governments in the 12th and 13th centuries was
different. The Ottoman government did not have power and influence in the eastern provinces due to its
weakness. While the Qajar government had enough power to exercise authority in the western provinces
and states.

In this research, using a descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach, with reference to Iranian
and Ottoman documents and sources, an attempt is made to investigate the influence of the Ottoman central
government's inability in the eastern provinces-with an emphasis on the role of the Emirate of Baban-with
the security of the western territory of Iran. So far, no independent research has been done on this subject.
The findings of the research indicate: Iran's involvement in the eastern provinces of the Ottoman Empire,
especially in Baban and Baghdad, which is wrongly referred to as "interference”, is more than based on the
will of the Iranian government, it is caused by the inability or unwillingness of the Ottoman government in
the mentioned provinces. Basically, the Ottoman government from the 12th century to the middle of the
13th century is considered among the unable or unwilling states from the perspective of international law
(Martin, 2019: 401-402). In order to ensure the security of its subjects and borderlands, Iran sometimes had
to use force to "punish” the aggressors, except for political and diplomatic ways.
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Abstract

The relations between Oman and Iran have a very long history. This longstanding
connection is clearly documented in historical records over the past century, showcasing
the diplomatic engagements between the two nations. Numerous factors, contexts, and
platforms have shaped the Omani rulers' approach, marking them as individuals of high
tolerance towards other states and nations In local, regional, and international politics.
Oman's strategic position at the Strait of Hormuz, coupled with its identity as a Muslim
country boasting ethnic diversity—including Arab, Iranian, Indian, Chinese, and Pakistani
communities—has enriched its cultural, religious, social, and linguistic tapestry. This
diversity within the social structure of its rulers has enabled Oman to undertake political
actions aimed at fostering political solidarity and an internal bond of tolerance among all
ethnic groups, therebg/ embodying these values.Such practices have positioned Oman as a
nation characterized by tolerance, balance in behavior, and stability in local, regional, and
international policy adoption. Historical documents and texts reveal that Omani rulers
have held a prestigious status in various fields, significantly contributing to de-escalating
tensions and preventing conflicts among Muslim countries. By embracing a policy that
spans political, social, economic, religious, cultural, linguistic, and security dimensions,
Oman has played a pivotal role in peacefully resolving local, regional, and international
disputes. Notable examples of Oman's diplomatic interventions include its involvement in
the Iran-Irag war, nuclear negotiations, the Irag-Kuwait conflict, the si?ning of numerous
oil, gas, and security agreements in the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea, facilitating hostage
releases, and the exchange of cultural, artistic, and media delegations.Moreover, Oman has
been instrumental in mediating significant issues such as the conflict between Ansar Allah
(the Houthis) and Saudi Arabia, showcasing its commitment to peace and security in the
region. This aspect of Omani diplomacy merits attention as a critical historical topic in
international relations.The current research aims to examine the role and position of the
Omani government in its relations with Iran from the pre-revolutionary period to the
present, based on historical documents and evidence. By employin? a descriptive,
explanatory, and analytical method, this study addresses the underlying factors, grounds,
substrates, and motives that have sustained the balanced and relatively stable relationship
between Oman and Iran since before the revolution.Preliminary findings suggest that
various factors and contexts have historically underpinned the positive and robust
relationship between Oman and Iran. Oman's role as a mediator in regional and
international conflicts has contributed to outcomes favoring peace, friendship, and security
in the Persian Gulf. This research focuses exclusively on the diplomatic interactions
between Oman and Iran, emphasizing the significance of their cooperative efforts while
other matters remain beyond its scope.

Foreign Policy, Iran, Oman, Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, Regional and International
Developments.
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1. Introduction

Oman's foreign policy stands out for its steadfast commitment to neutrality, deliberately avoiding
involvement in regional and international conflicts, and adhering to a principle of non-interference in
other nations' affairs. This approach has enabled Oman to act as a mediator in international crises,
particularly those involving Iran. The relationship between Iran and Oman has remained stable and
untainted by the tensions that have affected other Persian Gulf Arab states. This stability has persisted
through various regional upheavals, including the Islamic Revolution in Iran, the Iran-Iraq war of the
1980s, Irag's invasion of Kuwait, the 2003 US invasion of Irag, and the events known as the Arab
Spring. Oman's stance towards Iran post-Islamic Revolution diverges significantly from that of its
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC) neighbors, who viewed the revolution as a security threat.
This divergence was notably apparent in 2011 when Oman opposed Saudi Arabia's proposal for a
Persian Gulf Union, aiming to preserve its independent policy, including its foreign policy towards
Iran. Oman's distinct approach has contributed to regional tension reduction, exemplified by its role in
facilitating the 2015 nuclear agreement negotiations between Iran and the P5+1 group. Furthermore,
Oman chose not to participate in Operation Decisive Storm against the Houthis in Yemen, instead
mediating between the Houthis and Saudi Arabia to seek an end to the conflict.

This research examines Oman's diplomatic relations with Iran from the pre-revolutionary era to the
present, highlighting the roles and positions documented in historical texts. It investigates the
complexities and nuances of these relations using a descriptive, explanatory, and analytical
methodology, focusing on the factors and motives underpinning the stable and balanced ties between
Oman and Iran. The findings suggest that various elements have historically fostered a positive
relationship between Oman and Iran, with Oman often serving as a mediator in regional and
international disputes. This mediation has led to peace, friendship, and security in the Persian Gulf.
The study is confined to examining the diplomatic interactions between Oman and Iran, setting aside
other considerations.

Background of the Research

Previous studies, such as "An analysis of the interactions between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 1384-1391" by Seyed Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi and Vahid Nouri
(2011), and "Policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran towards the countries of the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council" by Reza Simbar et al. (2019), have analyzed Iran's foreign policy towards
PGCC countries and its impact on regional security. These studies, however, did not address Oman's
mediating role. Mehdi Zulfigari et al. (2019) explored Oman's mediation diplomacy in "The Impact of
Oman's Mediation Diplomacy on the Security System of the Middle East Region,” highlighting its
effectiveness in reducing regional tensions. Arab researchers have also examined Iran-PGCC relations,
emphasizing Oman's successful bilateral approach and its geographical significance. Notably, Maryam
Youssef Al-Balushi's (2016) study on the impact of Omani-Iranian relations post-Arab Spring and
Mubarak Al-Saeed's analysis of Oman's perspective on rapprochement with Iran demonstrate the
importance of Oman's strategy. Additionally, Amira Talha's (2016) research on Iran's nuclear program
underscores its significance to Gulf security.

This article aims to provide a historical overview of Iran-Oman relations, emphasizing Oman's foreign
policy as crucial for regional security and stability. It considers geographical, political, economic,
external, and international factors, as well as the impact of Oman's foreign policy towards Iran on
PGCC countries, elucidating the multifaceted nature of these diplomatic engagements.
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Abstract

Mafaroukhi and Abunoaym Isfahani, in their books about the history of
Isfahan, said that the Sassanian king P&roz ordered an Isfahani architect,
named Azarshapour, son of Azarmahan, to finish the fortress of Jay (Old city
of Isfahan). He built four gates on the wall. In summer solstice, two gates
were the place of sunrise and sunset, as in winter solstice, two other gates
had the same situation. The gates were named Khor, Mah, Tir and, Gosh,
names of four Zoroastrian deities and four successive days in the Zoroastrian
calendar. This paper aims to investigate the relationship between the names
of the gates of Jay and the summer and winter solstices. In the Sassanian era,
these days were well-known because they were the time of two Gahanbars,
the six seasonal Zoroastrian feasts. The first and second Gahanbars were held
in the four days mentioned above. The second Gahanbar's time was several
days after the summer solstice, and it was in celebration of the creation of
water. Another feast in celebration of water named Abrizan (water pouring),
or Afrgjkan in Isfahani dialect. It was held in the summer solstice and related
to the end of a long-term famine under P&roz's rule. According to Isfahani
writers, at the end of the famine, when it rained, people aspersed water on
each other and is named the day Abrizan after that. It seems that the names of
the four gates of Jay, which were built under Peroz, and their location are
related to the feasts and astronomical events associated with the veneration of
water. Moreover, the name of the nearest gate to Zayandeh roud Gosh could
also be related to another feast in celebration of water, greater Tirgan, that
was held on the day Gosh of the month Tir, Tirgan was very similar to
Abrizan, except the latter was an astronomical feast.
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Introduction

The origins and early development of the historic city of Isfahan have been the subject of much debate
and scholarly investigation over the centuries. While the precise founding date of the city remains
uncertain, various Islamic-era historians and geographers have pieced together a fascinating narrative
about its earliest origins and evolution. Some of the oldest accounts trace the roots of Isfahan back to
the legendary Pishdadi king, Tahmurs, who is said to have constructed two of the city's earliest
structures - the "Mehrin" and "Saruye" buildings. According to the 10th century historian Hamza
Isfahani, Tahmurs, who was renowned for his wisdom and esoteric knowledge, concealed all of the
accumulated learning of his time within the "Saruye" structure, in order to safeguard this knowledge
for future generations and protect it from potential disasters or upheavals. Hamza's chronicle also
notes that during Tahmurs' reign, the city of Jay - which would later become a central part of the larger
Isfahan metropolitan area - had not yet been founded. This suggests that the Mehrin and Saruye
buildings may represent some of the earliest permanent settlements in the region that would eventually
give rise to the city of Isfahan. Other early accounts, however, attribute the founding of Jay to the
conquering campaigns of Alexander in the 4th century BCE. Some geographers have proposed that
Alexander established the city. Yet Hamza Isfahani himself refutes this claim, asserting instead that
Jay was in fact ordered to be built by the Sassanian king, P&roz, during the 5th century CE. According
to Hamza, Péroz commissioned an architect named Azar Sﬁpﬁr, the son of Azarman Isfahani, to
oversee the construction of Jay's fortifications and defensive walls. Azar Sapir, who came from a
prominent local family, is credited with completing the city's four principal gates - known as "Bab i
Khor," "Bab i Esfij," "Bab i Tayere," and "Bab Yahodie." Additional details about the gates of Jay are
provided in the writings of other medieval Isfahanian scholars, such as Abu Nu'aym and Mafrukhi. It
is worth noting that "Tir" is another name for the third gate, and "Yahodie" is an alternative name for
the fourth gate, named "Jush/Gush" or "Kush bar" in Abu Nu'aym’s and Mafrukhi’s accounts. Abu
Nu'aym explains that "Khor," "Mah," and "Tir" represent the sun, moon, and mercury.These varying
accounts provide different names for the gates, with some shared elements such as "Khor" and "Esfis,"
in Abu Nu'aym’s first account, but also differences like "Tir" and "Kush." The explanations for the
names of the gates vary, with associations to celestial bodies like the sun, moon, and mercury. These
authors elaborate that Azar Sapiir opened each of the four gates over the course of four consecutive
days, with specific calendrical alignments. The first gate, "Bab i Khor," was constructed in front of the
central market square on a day named "Khor," likely corresponding to a solar event or celestial
phenomenon. The following day, named "Mah," saw the erection of the second gate, "Bab i Esfij" or "
Mah." Over the next two days, the third and fourth gates were built, with the third variously referred
to as "Bab i Tabriz" or "Bab i Tir," and the fourth as "Bab Yahodie" or "Bab i Kush."The positioning
and naming of these gates appear to have been influenced by sophisticated astronomical
considerations, as noted by the 10th century geographers and other medieval writers. They observed
that the gates were aligned to mark the sunrise and sunset positions during the solstices, suggesting a
deliberate integration of celestial observations into the city's urban planning and architecture. Ibn
Rusta states that during the summer solstice, the sun rises from the Esfij gate and sets at the Tir gate,
with similar patterns occurring for the other two gates during the winter solstice. Considering the
circular shape of the city, the gates that indicated the sunrise and sunset positions were likely placed at
the ends of smaller cords rather than at the ends of circular diameters.The sources indicate that the
names of the gates were closely associated with various celestial bodies, like the sun, moon, and the
planet Mercury. Furthermore,these four names in the exact order were the days eleventh to fourteenth
of the month in the Sassanian and Zoroastrian calendars. The days, Khor, Mah, Tir and Gosh along
with the 15th day of the month which was called Day-be-Bahman had a ritual importance in Sassanian
calendar and two of the "Gahanbars" which were Zoroastrian seasonal religious festivals were
celebrated at these days. This astrological symbolism and calendrical coordination imply that the
construction of Jay's fortifications was closely tied to the Zoroastrian seasonal festivals and rituals,
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particularly the "Gahanbar" celebrations honoring the six creations: sky, water, earth, plants, animals,
and human.The timing of Jay's gate-building project is believed to have coincided with the second
Gahanbar, which traditionally fell around the summer solstice. Abu Nu'aym and Ma- Farokhi probably
guoted from Hamza, that the gates were built 170 years before Islam, and some researchers have
guessed the date of their construction, 456 AD, and based on it calculated the angle of sunrise and
sunset during the winter and summer solstices and their possible locations. if we assume that the
Muslims attacked Isfahan in 641-642 AD we reach the date 472 AD which is the thirteenth year of
Peroz's reign. Therefore, the fact that the gates' location was based on solstices gives us a clue that the
four days the gates were built were probably the first four days of the second Gahanbar because
according to the corrected calendar, the second Gahanbar was at Tir and a couple of days after the
summer solstice. This connection is reinforced by references in the historical accounts to a severe
drought that afflicted the region during the reign of P&rdoz, and the subsequent "Abrizan" festival
marking the return of rain - an event that seems to have overlapped with the completion of Jay's
defensive walls. Therefore, it is natural to assume that the builders of the gates took into account the
drought when placing them based on the summer solstice and named them after the four days of the
second Gahanbar, during which water was admired and celebrated. In essence, the celebration of rain
and the flowing of water was honoured through these two spatial and temporal symbols: the gates of
Jay and the Abrizan festival.
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