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Following the assassination of Nader Shah Afshar in 1160 AH and the subsequent wars of
his successors, which led to the political instability in the southern regions of Fars
province, Mohammad Nasir Khan Lari managed to establish control over the trade routes
from the ports of Langah, Kang, and Abbasieh towards Shiraz by utilizing the political
power vacuum and local forces. He made the city of Lar his main headquarters and played
a significant role in the political affairs of southern Fars. The conflicts between the Zand
dynasty and the Qajars between 1168 and 1210 AH created an opportune situation for
Nasir Khan and his sons to exert a considerable influence on the balance of power along
the trade routes towards Shiraz by leveraging their military capabilities.The closeness of
the Zandiya rulers and the Nasirkhani dynasty and the efforts of the Zandians to gain
control over the back-bank areas and Larestan and the efforts of the Nasirkhani family to
maintain their territory and dominate Shiraz, caused Khanin Lari in the conflicts between
the Zandians and the Qajars, and the tendency and favor of the Qajars. This article, using a
descriptive-analytical approach and unpublished documents of the Nasir Khan family and
newly discovered manuscripts, aims to shed light on some aspects of the relationship
between the Nasir Khan family and the Zand kings, while evaluating their role in the
downfall of the Zand dynasty and the rise of the Qajar dynasty as a historical issue. The
findings of this research illuminate unknown aspects of power relations in Fars province
during the Zand and early Qajar periods, providing new evidence on the background of the
Zand dynasty's fall in Fars province and the influential role of the Nasir Khan family in
these events. This study reevaluates the historical developments in Fars province during
this period from the perspective of family documents of the Nasir Khan family and
previously unpublished correspondences.

Laristan, Zand dynasty, Qajar dynasty, Nasir Khan Lari family, Karim Khan Zand,
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1. Introduction

With the assassination of Nader Shah Afshar in 1160 AH, chaos began in Iran, and for years
the country was deprived of peace and national unity. During this period, various claimants to
power engaged in conflicts against each other in different regions of the country. Adil Shah,
Nader Shah's nephew and successor, took power on the 27th of Jumada al-Thani 1161 AH.
(Golestaneh, 2015: 20). Shortly after, Ibrahim Khan, Adil Shah's brother, seized him and
ascended to the throne himself. (Ibid: 28). However, Ibrahim Khan did not last long and was
killed, leading to Shahrokh Khan ascending to the throne on the 8th of Shawwal 1161 AH.
(Ibid: 30). In the east, Ahmad Khan Abdali went to Kandahar and established his kingdom
there under the name Ahmad Shah Durrani. (Monshi Jami, 2005: 6). Apart from Shahrokh
Afshar, who ruled in Khorasan, and Ahmad Shah Durrani, who controlled Afghanistan, five
others claimed power: Azad Khan Afghan, son-in-law of Ashraf Afghan and one of Nader
Shah Afshar's commanders, who had made a treaty with Arakli I, the governor of Georgia,
setting the Aras River as the boundary of their territories; Mohammad Hassan Khan Qajar,
head of the Qajar tribe in Astrabad and Mazandaran; Ali Mardan Khan, head of the Bakhtiari
tribe in Isfahan and Khuzestan; Karim Khan Zand in central regions; and Mohammad Nasir
Khan Lari in Laristan and its ports.

The power vacuum in the southern regions of Fars province, which was significant due to
its location on the routes to the ports of Lengeh and Kong and toward Shiraz, further
facilitated the rise of local rulers. Nasir Khan Lari, who had gained control over the city of
Lar after the assassination of Mirza Abu Talib Kalantar in 1161 AH (Hosseini Fasaei, 20009:
2/1507). gradually expanded his power toward the ports of the Persian Gulf, including Bandar
Abbas. Reports from the British East India Company in Bandar Abbas first mention Nasir
Khan Lari in the month of Safar in 1165 AH / June 12, 1752 AD, stating: "Nasir Khan
became the owner of the Gombroon fortress. He visited the offices of the companies in the
port and established relations with them skillfully, informing them that he intended to appoint
a governor." (Saldanha, 1908, Vol.1.p.76). Nasir Khan Lari's entry into the political scene of
Fars and its ports continued during the power vacuum after Nader's death and Karim Khan
Zand's rise to power. He exhibited a dual behavior toward Karim Khan Zand: on one hand,
disobedience; on the other hand, obedience accompanied by denial of Zand's authority.

The Zand king sought to weaken the Lari family’s power through various means such as
offering rewards (granting governance over regions), creating family disputes within
Mohammad Nasir Khan's clan, threatening punishment (military campaigns against Laristan),
and threats of assassination. In response, Mohammad Nasir Khan Lari sought to eliminate
Karim Khan Zand from the political scene in Fars with support from Mohammad Hassan
Khan Qajar. The defeat of Mohammad Nasir Khan Lari and Karim Khan Zand's dominance
over Laristan—culminating in Mohammad Nasir Khan's surrender and the hostage-taking of
his family members in Shiraz—severely weakened the Nasir Khani dynasty. As a result, his
successors had little impact on developments along the southern coasts during Karim Khan
Zand’s era, and sources from that period have largely overlooked or diminished their role
compared to other local rulers. Almost a decade after Karim Khan Zand's death, Abdullah
Khan Lari took advantage of the weakness of the Zand governors and returned to Lar, seizing
power in Laristan and surrounding areas. From Abdullah Khan Lari’s actions during the
reigns of Jafar Khan and Lotfali Khan Zand, it can be inferred that he initially aimed to fulfill
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his father's desire to dominate Shiraz. When he could not achieve this goal, he ultimately
sided with Agha Muhammad Khan Qajar, who held greater power, facilitating the fall of the
Zand dynasty and the rise of the Qajars.

Although some articles and research have mentioned the role of the Nasir Khani family in
power struggles between the Zand and Qajar dynasties, it has yet to be independently studied.
Given the author’s access to documents from the Nasir Khani family and some unpublished
manuscripts, this article aims to evaluate and research the role of Nasir Khan Lari's family in
the rise of the Qajars based on newly discovered documents as a historical issue. This article
is divided into four sections: introducing newly found documents related to the research topic;
examining relations between Nasir Khan I, Karim Khan Zand, and Mohammad Hassan Khan
Qajar; analyzing Masi Khan Lari and Zand governance; and discussing Abdullah Khan Lari
and the rise of the Qajars.
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Abstract

Manifestism is one of the important movements of the Sassanid period and
Manifest painting forms a part of Iranian art history. Knowledge of
Manichaean religion and art reveals a part of ancient Iranian culture and
rituals. The religious beliefs of the Manichaeans have been manifested in
the form of symbols and codes in their paintings. Symbolic motifs in
Manichae paintings include human motifs, animal motifs, plant motifs,
geometric motifs, and mixed motifs. This study is aimed to identify
common symbolic and decorative motifs between Manichaean and Sasanian
works. The research question is raised as follows: Which of the symbolic
and decorative motifs in Manichaean paintings are similar to Sasanian
works in implementation and theme? This study raises new issues and
claims in the rooting of Manichaean painting art and tries to prove the
hypothesis that Manichaean art was significantly affected by the art of the
Sassanid period. In previous studies, researchers have pointed out some
common motifs between Manichaean and Sasanian art. However, in this
study, more samples have been studied to identify and solve some
ambiguities and complexities that existed in Manichaean art from Turfan
Oasis. This study has been done using a library-documentary study and
descriptive-analytical method and with a comparative approach between
Manichaean and Sasanian art. By studying Manichaean paintings and
Sassanid works, it can be said that there are motifs such as pearls, lotus
flowers, ducks, grapes, and pomegranates, and some decorative motifs such
as Khatai motifs and wavy bands in Manichaean paintings, which are found
in the artworks of the Sassanid period. The studied samples in Manichaean
paintings have many similarities with Sasanian works in terms of
appearance. In terms of meaning and concept, there is not much similarity
between them in terms of partial theme. However, in terms of the overall
theme, they have something in common in terms of linking Manichaean and
Sasanian motifs with myths.
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1. Introduction

Symbolism is common in Iran as a tool for expressing and conveying religious and cultural
concepts, and this has brought many artworks together in terms of form and meaning. Human,
animal, plant, geometric, and mixed motifs are among the elements that have been used as
symbolic elements since ancient times, and there are many in Sasanian and Manichaean works.
Mani was in Shapur I's court for many years and was safe from the wrath of his enemies during
Shapur's reign. It seems that Manifestism was considered the most popular religious belief
during the Sassanid period. Shortly after the death of Shapur I, Mani was tried and sentenced to
death and executed. After his death, his followers were persecuted by their enemies and
emigrated. There is no artwork by Mani himself because the opponents have burned and
destroyed all his works. However, since Mani's followers considered themselves to be following
the painting tradition of their prophet, they imitated Mani's works in their paintings. The
immigrant Manichaeans took the aesthetics of Iranian painting of the Sassanid period to the
region under the rule of the Uyghurs. In many of the existing works of Manichaean, the most
important influence on Buddhist art and the most Affectability from Sasanian art are visible. For
the first time, Manichaean paintings were discovered in Turfan in 1905. Central Asian texts are
from the period between the 8th and 13th centuries AD. The history of most Turfan texts and
miniatures goes back to the most brilliant period of Uyghur-Manichaean rule, i.e., the 9th to
12th centuries AD. The studied Manichaean paintings are from the period after the Sasanian
period and are related to the 8th to 9th centuries AD.

Manichaean and Sasanian artworks are different in terms of implementation technique, but
many visual and thematic similarities can be seen in their art. By comparing samples of
Manichaean paintings on paper, fabric, and walls with plastering motifs, relief motifs, and
Sasanian metalwork, it is found that pearl motifs, lotus flowers, ducks, grapes, pomegranates,
Khatai motifs, and wavy bands are among the common motifs among them In terms of
appearance, all the symbolic motifs in Manichaean and Sasanian art are almost similar but they
have differences in terms of theme. The symbol of pearls in Sassanid works is the symbol of the
sun tablet, the divine sphere, and power, and Manichean pearls are the symbol of the soul and
are usually associated with people such as gods and angels. In the partial theme, the pearl
symbols in Manichaean and Sasanian art are different, but in terms of the overall theme, they
are close and similar due to their connection with the gods. Regarding the symbol of the lotus
flower, which is seen a lot in Sasanian and Manichaean works, researchers have said that the
Manichaeans adapted this flower from Buddhist art. Despite this, there is one case of Sassanian
and Manichaean lotus flowers, which have some similarities between them.

It can be considered that maybe the Manichaean artists took models from Sasanian art in
addition to Buddhist art in the performance of some lotus flowers. In terms of theme, the lotus
flower was associated with Anahita and Izadmehr in the eyes of the Sasanians, and in
Manichaean art, it is also depicted in connection with gods. In this case, this flower is related to
Sasanian mythology and it is the same in Manichaean art, and it can be said that they are similar
from this point of view. In a Manichaean wall painting, there is an image of a three-trunked tree;
some researchers have said that this tree probably came from Buddhist art to Manichaean art.

Ducks can also be seen in the pond under this tree; it is not mentioned in Manichaean
sources whether this motif was adapted from Buddhist art or not, but considering that there is a
duck motif in Sasanian works, there is a possibility that the Manichaeans took this motif from
Sasanian art. In terms of the theme of the motif of a duck, it inevitably referred to the concept of
the painting of a three-trunked tree in which a duck is depicted. Considering the theme of the
painting, which shows a heavenly environment, ducks may be a symbol of life or heaven in the
eyes of the Manichaeans. If this hypothesis that the Manichaean duck is a symbol of heaven is
true, so, in this respect, it differs from the theme of the Sassanid duck motif, which is the
symbol of Anahita. The grape symbol is also depicted in Manichacan and Sasanian art in
connection with myths, which are common in this sense but differ in a partial theme. Regarding
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the pomegranate symbol, it should be said that it is the fertility symbol of the goddess Anahita
among the Sasanians. However, in Manichean paintings, it is likened to the followers of Mani,
and it is drawn next to a Roshani maiden. In general, considering that two female myths
(Anahita and Roshani Maiden) were painted with pomegranates, it can be assumed that the
ideas of the Sassanids and the Manichaeans about depicting pomegranates may have been close
to each other.

There are decorative elements such as wavy bands and khatai motifs next to the Manichaean
texts, which are a perfect example of Sassanid art. There may be slight differences in the way of
implementation, but the overall design of the decorative motifs is modeled on Sassanid works.
In general, it can be said that the appearance of the symbolic and decorative elements of
Manichaeism and Sasanid have many similarities, but in terms of the theme of these motifs,
both in Manichaeism and Sasanid works, they are sometimes related to religion and sometimes
to mythology, which in general can be an indication of the common world view between
Manichaean and Sassanid artists.
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Iran is a land with a rich history in foreign relations. Due to the antiquity of the
“Government” institution in Iran and its reliability over the centuries, a rich legacy
has emerged in the field of foreign relations of this country with other realms.
Despite this, since the rise of the Safavids (early 10" AH/16™ AD), Iran's foreign
relations also changed and entered a new arena. In the field of research on Iran's
foreign relations during the Safavid era, most of the works have focused on Iran's
relations with the great neighboring realms or European states (such as the
Ottoman Empire, Mughal Empire, Portugal, England, and Netherlands/Dutch),
and this issue has caused the lack of attention to Iran's relations with other lands.
One of these lesser-known fields is the foreign relations of Safavid Iran with
Sweden. Despite the limited perception of the Swedes by Iranians in the pre-
Safavid period, Iran's official relations with Sweden were established and
flourished during the reign of Safavid Sah Sulayman (r. 1077-1105AH/1666-
1694AD) and Sah Sultan Husayn (r. 1105-1135AH/1694-1722AD).

Now the question is, what reasons and motivations made Iranians and Swedes
willing to establish relations in the late 11"AH/17"AD century? Also, despite
some initial successes, why did these relationships remain fruitless? In this article,
an attempt has been made to answer the above questions by adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach and using the qualitative research method. It
seems that a set of bilateral economic and political motivations made Iran and
Sweden, and especially the Swedes, inclined to establish relations. However,
obstacles such as distance, dissatisfaction of rival states and internal and external
challenges of the two realms (especially the involvement of Swedes in the “Great
Northern War” and the challenge of Safavid court with the Gilzayid uprising)
caused the mentioned relations to not reach a clear result.
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1. Introduction

The history of Iran's foreign relations, especially in the last five centuries, has been one of the
most attractive topics among historians. Many authors have paid attention to this issue from
different perspectives, especially from the perspective of challenges related to Iran's
confrontation with the Western world and the challenge of modernity. Despite this, the works
and articles related to the history of Iran's foreign relations have focused more on the history
of Iran's relations with several grand powers such as Russia, England/Britain, and recently the
United States of America, and paid less attention to Iran's relations with other countries, such
as the Kingdom of Sweden.

From the available data, it seems that Iranians had a limited and vague perception of the
Scandinavian people in the pre-Safavid era. The origin of part of this perception goes back to
the occasional raids of the Vikings (called “Riis” in Muslim texts) to the shores of the Caspian Sea
in the 4™ century AH/ 10™ AD. This awareness continued in this way; as in the works of poets
and writers of later centuries, especially those who originated from the surrounding areas of
the Caspian Sea, one can see a vague memory of this perception. This awareness was slightly
strengthened during the Ilkhanid era (654-758 AH/1256-1357 AD) and became more concrete
during the Safavid period.

During the Safavid era, the entrance of Swedes to Iran and the establishment of official
relations between Iran and Sweden began in the form of a special model based on which,
firstly, the Swedish travelers entered Iran regardless of any diplomatic mission, and secondly,
during the reign of Sah Sulayman (r. 1077-1105AH/1666-1694AD) and Sah Sultan Husayn (r. 1105-
1135AH/1694-1722AD) official diplomatic delegations went to Isfahan from Sweden. In the
present article, while distinguishing between the activities of early travelers and later
diplomatic delegations, an attempt will be made to answer the question of what causes led
Iran and Sweden to establish official relations in the late 11" AH/17™ AD century? In other
words, what were the purposes of the two realms to establish bilateral relations? Also, despite
the initial successes, why didn't these relationships become widespread and achieve long-term
results? The basic hypothesis of the present research is that a set of economic and political
interests and purposes made Safavid Iran and Kingdom of Sweden inclined to establish
bilateral foreign relations; However, some obstacles such as distance, dissatisfaction of
competing powers, especially Tsardom of Russia, and internal and external challenges of the
two realms, Such as the outbreak of the “Great Northern War” in Northern and Eastern
Europe and the Gilzayid uprising in Iran, caused these relations to not reach clear results.

Few but valuable works have been written about the Swedish travelers present in Safavid
Iran as well as the later Swedish diplomatic delegations. Sven Andres Hedin (d. 1952),
Swedish geographer and traveler, for the first time in his Resare Bengt, En levnadsteckning
(1921) wrote about the adventures of “Bengt Bengtsson Oxenstierna” (d. 1643), a Swedish
traveler of the 17™ century who had also visited Iran, and drew the attention of scholars to the
first acquaintances of Swedes with Iran. Hedin in his other work in German named Verwehte
Spuren. Orientfahrten des Reise-Bengt und anderer Reisenden im 17. Jahrhundert (1923),
focused on the voyages and adventures of Oxenstierna and a number of European travelers of
that time, focusing on their reports about historical monuments. Also, among the secondary
literature, we should mention Bahram Sohrabi's article entitled “Early Swedish Travelers to
Persia” (2005) in which the author discussed about Swedish travelers in the Safavid, Afsharid,
Zand and Qajar eras.
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Regarding the official relations between Iran and Sweden during the reign of Sah
Sulayman and Sah Sultan Husayn, the number of secondary researches is also scant. First of
all, we should mention the article of Stefan Troebst entitled “Die Kaspi-Volga-Ostsee-Route
in der Handels-kontrollpolitik Karls XI. Die schwedischen Persien-Missionen von Ludvig
Fabritius 1679-1700” (1998) which, despite the author's special focus on the trade networks of
the Baltic Sea, is still considered the best work on the relations between Iran and Sweden
during the Safavid era. Also, in parts of his book The Politics of Trade in Safavid Iran: Silk
for Silver, 1600-1730 (1999), Rudolph P. Matthee has discussed about the efforts of the
Swedes to enter the Iranian silk trade network in Caspian-Volga-Baltic route. Unlike western
scholars, Iranian researchers have shown little interest to Iran-Sweden relations; Thsan-i ISraqt
in his article entitled “MuriirT bar Ravabit-i Iran u Sii‘id dar Davran-i Safaviyyah [Review of
Iran-Sweden Relations During the Safavid Period]” (2002), has presented a short report on
Swedish travelers and diplomatic missions during the Safavid era, which is still a useful
essay. Therefore, it seems necessary to pay attention to the relations between Safavid Iran and
Sweden due to the lack of comprehensive writings in Persian secondary literature and
deficiency of non-Persian works.
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1. Introduction

Compared to pre-modern Iran, during the Qajar period, “Homeland” took on a different
meaning and function. Tsarist Russia’s expansion to the Caucasus and her occupation of a
significant part of Iran’s historical territory led to the imposition of a war to the new-
established Qajar state which culminated in the Golestan and Turkamanchai treaties. This was
a turning point which affected Iran's historical image of their homeland and its destiny. In
fact, Iran-Russian conflict over the Caucasus resulted in the rise of a modern idea of
Homeland. This situation continued throughout the Qajar period in different forms of which
the cultural response to the growing colonial competition between Russia and Britain was
more significant. In addition to external issues, internal ones such as the inefficiency of the
government should be added which made the modernists pay attention to the backwardness
problem. The result was the formation of new borders of Iran and the emergence of an
objective mentality of the concept of Iranian land on the map of the modern world.

At the same time, the emergence of Orientalist discourse and the rise of archaeological
discoveries prepared favorable ground for the expansion of a new awareness towards the
historical past. This tendency emerged among a range of new cultural elites whose initial
manifestations can be seen in modernist literature including travelogues, newspapers, plays,
etc. At the eve of the constitutional revolution-a socio-political movement against tyranny and
colonialism- the awareness of the Homeland linked with the public desire to establish the
Justice House and the victory of the revolution made a group of constitutionalists hopeful for
the realization of a democratic Iran. But this optimism was short-lived. The resistance and
sabotage of the constitutional opponents, Russia’s obvious intervention and some events such
as the World War led to growth of pessimism in Iran. One result of this situation was turning
the prevalent intellectual discourse toward authoritarianism and appealing to a great Man
which was also manifested in the nationalism discourse of this time.

On this turbulent background, the concept of Homeland was also transformed and a new
concept of it was reflected in the different texts. In the pre-modern paradigm, the concept of
Homeland often referred to a person’s birthplace. But in contemporary discourse this concept
has been changed. Focusing on this new image of Homeland, active modernists tried to
express and promote their transformed understanding, mentality and emotion through new
types of writing such as plays. This newfangled type of writing was used to communicate
with people. Expressing modern issues in the form of simple language, plays provided
modernists with tools to raise new social and political issues.

As a forerunner of European-inspired plays, Mirza Fathali Akhonzadeh paved the way for
criticizing socio-cultural norms as well as expressing political issues. Translating the plays of
Akhunzadeh, Mohamadjafar Qarajedaghi opened a window for the Persian language to play.
Translation, in fact, was one of the paths through which cultural modernity had a chance to
enter Iran, Writing four plays titled as Chahar Tiyatr, Mirza Agha Tabrizi built a bridge
between this language and western world of playwriting. Now, this new type of writing
provided a possibility for the modernists to express political issues including nationalism.
Homeland was one of the main concepts that was in the shadow of traditional definition.
Breaking this powerful tradition was one of the functions of the play’s language.

The formation and evolution of nationalism in the contemporary period has been a
prepossessing topic for researchers. For example, Tavakoli Targhi and Kashani Sabet have
tried to examine this issue from different perspectives. However, plays texts have received
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less attention. Studying content of plays of the constitutional era and Reza Shah period, this
essay will concentrate on nationalism.

Analyzing these plays shows that nationalism is one of the themes of these texts; although
this concept becomes more frequent in the plays during the Pahlavi period compared to the
constitutional period. During the Pahlavi period, the government supported the idea of
nationalism. Therefore, in this period nationalism was reflected in plays more than the
constitutional period because the official discourse of the government was supporting this
idea. The focus of a significant part of the plays of Reza Shah’s period on nationalism is about
modernization, the importance of the central government, necessity of people’s sacrifice for
the sake of Homeland and honoring of the Shah.
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Article Info Abstract

The power and sovereignty of al-Chopan was comparable to the age of the mentor
Article Type: of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ishaq Ardabili and his son Sheikh Sadreddin Musa, good
Research Article relations were established between them, which turned cold at the end of King
Ashraf's reign, and the policy of interaction between the two families led to
Article History: confrontation and The confrontation was drawn. Because on the one hand, the rise
3, April, 2024 and fall of the shepherd family in this era was in connection with the Safavid
sheikhs, and on the other hand, the most important achievements of the Safavid
sheikhs, which became the basis for the formation of their government, in this era
and in connection with the political powers and Among other things, al-Chopan
was formed and consolidated. This period is considered one of the most important
periods. The current research is descriptive-analytical and based on historical first-
Accepted: hand sources and new researches to investigate the relationship between al-
16.September, 2024 Chopan and Safavid sheikhs, to explain the influencing factors on the relationship
between them and the consequences of these relationships. The findings of the
research indicate that the shepherds established good relations with the Safavid
Published Onlin:  sheikhs both because of their faith and belief in the Safavid sheikhs and to
20,September, 2024 consolidate their position in the Ilkhani court and then to strengthen the legitimacy
and foundations of their government. did, But as soon as Malik Ashraf Chopani
established his power, due to his personality traits, he coveted the great wealth of
the Ardabil monastery and became suspicious of the activities of Sheikh Sadr al-
Din Musa, and tried to remove him, and this issue caused the establishment of
relations between the Sheikhs. Sadr al-Din Musa and Jani Beyk became rulers of
the Kipchak plain, as Jani Bek, probably with the support of Sheikh Sadr al-Din
Musa, captured Azerbaijan and overthrew the shepherd government.
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1. Introduction

During the period of Mongol invasions and their control, the conditions were ripe for the growth of Sufism,
and close relationships developed between the ruling powers and Sufi leaders. Both sides benefited from
these connections. The Mongol rulers, to gain legitimacy and strengthen their power, built friendly
relationships with Sufi Shaykhs by giving gifts, donations, and land, and by providing tax exemptions. In
return, the Sufi Shaykhs used their influence with the rulers to protect and expand their property and
improve their social standing. Key Sufi leaders like Shaykh Safi and Sadreddin Musa were well-respected
by the Chopanid rulers. Initially, they had a good relationship. However, towards the end of the Chopanid
ruler Malik Ashraf's period, the relationship soured, and conflicts arose.

There is very little historical data about Al-Chopan's relationship with the Safavid sheikhs, one of the
important sources used in this research is the book of Safwat al-Safa by Ibn Bazaz. who has provided
partial, scattered, exaggerated and no-date reports of these relationships Among the other sources used are
the documents of the tomb of Sheikh Safi-al-Din Ardabili, although these documents are in the knowledge
of the Safavid family, their political, social, and economic status and the extent and level of their relations
with the rulers and nobles, the amount of property and their efforts to develop and expand the property. and
real estate through endowments, accepting donations and getting tax exemptions They provide valuable
information, especially in the era of the leadership of Sheikh Sadreddin Musa, but there are very few
documents belonging to the Chopani era in this collection. Also, the selected history books by Mustofi and
Alam-Arai Amini written by Rozbahan Khonji have very brief accounts of the leadership of Sheikh Safi
and Sheikh Sadr al-Din Musa. Historical sources of the Safavid era also provide similar and repetitive
information about the relationship between Sheikh sadreddin Musa and Malik Ashraf.

In relation to the background of the relationship between al-Chopan and the Safavid sheikhs, no
independent and comprehensive research has been done. Most researchers make random references to these
relationships; In the book "Religion and Government in Iran during the Mughal Era", Shirin Bayani briefly
mentions the relationship between Sheikh Safi and Al-Chopan. Roger Siori in the book "Iran of the Safavid
Age", Abolfazl Nabai in the book "Al-Chopan", Abdul Hossein Zarin-Koob in the book "Rozgaran Tarikh
Iran" and Mohammad Sohail Taghosh in the book "Emergence of the Safavid Dynasty" very briefly
describe hostile relations. Between Malik Ashraf and Sheikh Sadreddin Musa, they discussed its aspects
without analyzing them. This group of researchers, without providing evidence and documentation, believe
the political importance of the Safavid Tariqat, especially in the age of Sheikh- Sadreddin Musa, and in
other words, they consider her to be the owner of political claims. However, Ali Salari-Shadi, who has a
one-sided and critical view of the Safavid dynasty and especially Sheikh Sadreddin Musa, in an article
entitled "The circumstances and relations of Sadreddin Musa and the criticism of the legend of Qasim
Anwar" while discussing the relations of Malik Ashraf and Sheikh Sadreddin Musa considered the wealthy
Safavid dynasty as self-interested and profit-seeking, who wanted to preserve the status quo and not claim
political power but, The current research is based on a descriptive-analytical method and based on library
sources and credible documents, while presenting an almost documented, coherent and impartial picture of
the relations between the Safavid Sheikhs and Al-Chopan, the factors affecting the relations between them
and the consequences of these relations;And the views mentioned in the context of the political importance
of the Safavid Tariqat in the Murshidi era of Sheikh Sadreddin will be analyzed and the possible role of the
Safavids in the weakening and fall of Al-Chopan will be analyzed.In the importance of the present
research, it should be mentioned that in the researches that have mentioned the foundations of the formation
of the Safavid government, although the connection between the Safavids and the ruling classes, which led
to the formation of the spiritual and economic power of the Safavid order, has been discussed, the
relationships of the family have been discussed. Safavid and Shepherds have received less attention, so this
research is effective in completing their information

The findings show that the Chopanids, driven by their faith in Shaykh Safi and the Ardabil monastery,
as well as their desire to strengthen their position at the Ilkhanid court and legitimize their rule against
rivals like the Jalairids, maintained close and friendly relations with Shaykh Safi and Sadreddin-
Musa.Meanwhile, the Safavid shaykhs, while maintaining neutrality in political rivalries and prioritizing
their own interests, engaged with the Chopanid family, which held political and military power, to
strengthen the financial base of the Ardabil monastery and expand their order. These relationships however,
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did not prove as strong or beneficial as those with the Rashidi family.The relationship between the Safavid
Shaykhs and the Chopanids, particularly during Malik Ashraf' time and Sadreddin Musa, became strained.
Malik Ashraf, upon solidifying his power, grew envious of the growing wealth of the Ardabil monastery
and suspicious of Sadreddin Musa’s activities. Consequently, he sought to arrest and kill Sadreddin
Musa.Evidence suggests that Sadreddin Musa’s actions had economic and promotional aspects, and Malik -
Ashraf likely saw him as a threat due to his spiritual and social influence and extensive financial resources.
This made Sadreddin Musa a potential danger to Malik Ashraf's rule.Sadreddin Musa had to seek refuge in
Gilan, which contributed to the fall of the Chopanid government. Jani Beg, the ruler of the Ghebchagh
region, exploited this conflict and possibly received support from Sadreddin Musa to challenge Malik
Ashraf, eventually conquering Azerbaijan and overthrowing the Chopanid rule. Although Sadreddin Musa
was not directly involved in political goals, he indirectly played a role in weakening the Chopanid
government. Malik Ashraf’s harsh rule caused instability and suffering in Azerbaijan, leading to migrations
of people and scholars. This situation was unfavorable for Sadreddin Musa, who had significant economic
interests and was forced to leave Ardabil due to his enmity with Malik Ashraf. It’s likely that from this
time, an alliance formed between Sadreddin Musa and Jani Beg against Malik Ashraf, even though
Sadreddin Musa did not directly assist him in the conquest of Azerbaijan to avoid accusations of
collaborating with outsiders.If Jani Beyk had not acted against Malik Ashraf, he would have destroyed the
power and strength of the Safavid order by killing Sheikh Sadreddin Musa and confiscating the properties
of the Ardabil monastery, and the establishment of the Safavid government would have been shrouded in
uncertainty.
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“Karim Khan Zand” is one of the most prominent people who was able to
establish his rule over important parts of Iran after the death of “Nader Shah
Afshar”. Many stories have been told about his behavior and character in different
sources, one of the most important of these quotes is about “Karim Khan Zand™'s
title, which means " Vakil al-ra aya ". Later, many researchers have given many
reasons in response to the attribution of this title to “Karim Khan Zand”, which are
not consistent with historical documents and sources, and in addition, with the
political and social context of Iran's pre-constitutional society. Therefore, the main
question of this research is, when was the title " Vakil al-ra aya " used for “Karim
Khan” and what are the factors affecting its use? This research answers these
questions with a historical method and a descriptive-analytical approach, relying
on the content analysis of the documents and the critical study of the historical
sources of" the Zand dynasty " and "Qajar" periods. The results of this research
show that the contemporary sources of "Karim Khan Zand" did not mention this
title during his lifetime, on the other hand, "Karim Khan Zand" also considered
himself as " Vakil al-daula "of ” Ismail III" after the defeat of the claimants. For
the first time, under “Majamal al-Tawarikh,” by “Kohmera” mentions “Karim
Khan” with the title of “ Vakil al-ra aya ”, the reason for which was his interest in
“Khan Zand” and 's actions for the prosperity and well-being of the people.Also,
the writing of the following and referring to this nickname is late from the time of
Karim Khan. What is clear is that many researchers consider the title of Vakil al-
ra aya for Karim Khan as a proof of the existence of some kind of political
relationship between him and the people, which is a distinct feature of the political
order of the modern era. But according to the available documents, it can be said
that such a perception cannot represent the type of relationship between the people
and the ruler during “the Zand dynasty” period; Because it was with the
constitutional revolution that Iranians were able to put aside the old political order
and implement a new order based on representation in Iran. Based on this, it can
be said that in addition to historical documents, the political structure of Iran
during” the Zand dynasty” period could not be a place for such a relationship.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important issues in historical research is the compatibility of concepts with its historical and
temporal context. Examining the history of Iran in the framework of paying attention to titles and titles also
indicates that the concepts, specifically titles and titles, had an important political burden and a specific position.
For example, titles such as Shah, Hakim, Amir, Khan, etc., each have a specific and distinct concept and a
corresponding position, and even the importance of this was to the point that even in the Islamic period, the
rulers of different regions had special titles.despite these cases, we see that today there is no special sensitivity
towards the use of concepts in historical research and many researchers use the same words in different
meanings. One of the other problems of these researches is that it is not seen to use first-hand sources in their
works, and they have relied on second-hand researches and sources above all, and the propositions in these
sources are They have accepted it as a certain historical fact.

Based on the above statements, in the dual lack of attention to the concepts and unconditional emphasis on
the existing concepts, criticism and review of historical propositions based on the political, social and cultural
structure of the time and place in which the historical work was produced. It has been noticed by some
researchers that one of the most important examples in these cases is around the life of “Karim Khan Zand” and
his nicknames. Regardless of the different aspects of” Karim Khan Zand™'s life, one of the most important points
about his life is the title of " Vakil al-Ra aya " which is used in most historical researches today, and based on
this, different stories It is also said about it. it is obvious that so far many studies have been written about “Karim
Khan Zand”, among the available works are the book "Karim Khan Zand" by “John Perry”, "Karim Khan Zand
and his time" by “Parviz Rajabi”. "History of the Zand dynasty, Iran during the time of Karim Khan" by “Hadi
Hedayati”, "Karim Khan Zand" by “Abdul Hossein Navaei”, "Political and social history of Iran during the Zand
era" by “Gholamreza Varahram”, "History of political and social developments in the periods of Afshari and
Zand dynasties" mentioned “Reza Shabani”.

The above works are discussed because they have addressed various aspects of Karim Khan's rule and
besides, they have also mentioned the title of Karim Khan. These investigations are divided into three parts in
terms of the content of the reference to the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” for “Karim Khan Zand”. In between, the
researchers who have referred to the book “Majamal al-Tawarikh”, the researchers who have referred to “Reza
Qoli Khan Hedayat”, and the researchers who have not mentioned their reference. among these first works, we
can mention “Hadi Hedayati”'s work, in which the author uses “Golestane” book as a source in two parts without
reference and in one part (Hedayati, 1334: 123-207). Also, "Gholamreza Varharam” has also mentioned this
nickname by referring to the book “Golestaneh” (Varharam, 1385:108). “John Parry” also referred to “Reza Qoli
Khan” in his book “Ruza Al-Safai Naseri” and used the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” for him (Parry, 1365:307).
Other researchers such as "Abdul Hossein Nawai", "Parviz Rajabi", “Reza Shabani” have also mentioned ‘Karim
Khan” as “Vakil al-Ra aya” or supporter of the subjects without mentioning the source of their reference (Nawai,
1391: 194; Rajabi, 1387: 200; Shabani, 1393: 154).among other works, we can mention the social history of Iran
and the book of history. “Ravandi” tries to justify the concept of “Vakil al-Ra aya” with an explanation,
regardless of its time context (Ravandi, 2:474/1354). In the book of Cambridge history, he writes about this
nickname and how it was nicknamed “Khan Zand”: "As soon as he settled in Shiraz, he changed his title to
“Vakil al-Ra aya” (i.e. the representative of the people)" (Avery, 2007:97).

Articles have also been written about “Karim Khan Zand” in connection with his title. “Iraj Tanhatan Naseri”
has discussed this title in an article entitled "The Issue of Sovereignty and Its Legitimacy in the Era of Karim
Khan". Without paying attention to the context of Karim Khan's period, the author narrates that "in 1179 AH, he
called himself “Vakil al-Ra aya” with a new concept, and in other words, he considered the legitimacy of his
government to be derived from the will of the people" (Tanhatan Naseri, 1382: 187). “Mehdi Dehghani” also
discussed the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” in a part of his article entitled "The Role of the Vakil al-daula in Afshari
and Zand Governments" (Dehghani, 2018: 251). Two authors point out that Karim Khan changed his legitimacy
from “Safavid” to the people, which is completely contrary to the time context of “Khan Zand”.

After the death of “Nader shah of Afshar”, “Karim Khan Zand “was able to dominate important parts of Iran
by winning over the claimants of power. Due to the lack of legitimacy for his government, “Karim Khan Zand”
considered “Ismail III” “Safavid™'s lawyer. For the first time, “Karim Khan” is mentioned under the title of
“Vakil al-Ra aya” under the book “Majamal al-Tawarikh” from ‘Golestane”.

Many researchers have used this title regardless of the historical context and tried to interpret this change of
title as a change of legitimacy from” the Safavid” king to the people. This means that, unlike in the past, when
kings considered themselves as the shadow of God or the shadow of God on earth, for the first time “Karim
Khan Zand” has introduced himself as a representative. This research answers these questions with a historical
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method and a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on the content analysis of the documents and the critical
study of the historical sources of the Zand and Qajar periods.

The method of collecting information is library. The results of this research show that in none of the
contemporary sources of Karim Khan, the name of “Vakil al-Ra aya” is mentioned. Karim Khan's first nickname
was "Khan" by those around him. After the defeat of the claimants of power and “Shah Ismail III” joining him,
Karim Khan named himself “Vakil al-daula”. Before the Zand period, there was a position with the title of
“Vakil al-Ra aya”, which had a customary and legal aspect and was not related to the title of Karim Khan, For
the first time, the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” is mentioned under the book “Majamal al-Tawarikh”. The following
was written by “Amir Kohmarai” several years after the death of “Khan Zand”. “Kohmera”, who is the author of
two works, has used the title of lawyer in the book “Raisali Shah Wazir”, and because of his interest in” Khan
Zand” and on the other hand, he has mentioned this title by telling stories about “Khan Zand” when he fled to
India from the Qajar attack. What has been noticed is the character of "Karim Khan Zand", who was given more
attention due to the peace he brings to his territory and his generous behavior. On the other hand, later on, the
title of " Vakil al-daula” was exaggerated and this title was mistaken for a position with the title of “Vakil al-Ra
aya”, and later it was merged. On the other hand, the title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” dates back to the time of “Khan
Zand”.

The title of “Vakil al-Ra aya” is in serious conflict from a legal and historical point of view, because a lawyer
in jurisprudential and legal terms is someone who has been appointed by another person to do something by
virtue of a power of attorney contract. It is very important from the constitution, as its legal concept existed, but
its political concept did not exist in the relationship between the ruler and the governed. In fact, the relationship
between the monarchy and the people has been the relationship between the subjects and the subjects, not the
relationship of representation. On the other hand, political representation is a completely new concept and cannot
be extended to the pre-modern era.
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1.protector of the people
2.He governed Perfia(Persia) under the appellation of Vakeel, or Regent, pp300
3.proclaiming himself the regent of the empire, during the minority of a descendant
of the Sofi fainily, whom he pretended to have discovered, established his residence
at Shiraz.
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1. Introduction

Sogd was a region along the Zaraf$an River, situated between the Amii Darya to the north and
the Syr Darya to the south, sometimes extending as far as Ca¢ and Osrusana. Geographically,
this region lies between Iran and China. The Sogdians entered China by trading along the Silk
Road during the Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD) and gradually established settlements in
China. These settlements have survived, particularly in the northern (Gansu) and western
(Xinjiang) regions of China. The Sogdian trade network played a crucial role in Eurasian
intercontinental communication from the second century BC to the eighth or ninth century
AD. The Sogdians were considered Iranian in both race and language. While their primary
religion was Zoroastrianism, their extensive travel and trade exposed them to, and sometimes
led them to adopt, other religions.

One significant aspect of their religious life was their burial practices and the treatment of
the dead and the mourning for them, which this paper aims to examine based on Chinese
historiographical reports. Due to their proximity to the Sogdians in the west and the presence
of Sogdian immigrants in China, Chinese historiographies have documented various accounts
of their customs and traditions. The significance of the current research lies in its ability to not
only verify this group of sources but also to complement other existing sources on the topic.
While the subject of this article has generally been explored within the context of the social
life of the Sogdians in China, the specific details have not been extensively studied. For
instance, the works of Lu Qingfu (1986), Rong Xinjiang (1999), Chen Haitao (2019), and Sun
Wujun (2021) provide general information on the burial and mourning customs of the
Sogdians.

The innovation of this article is its focus on Sogdian burial and mourning practices based
on Chinese sources, examining their details and reconciling them with other surviving
sources. This article employs the library research method, involving the systematic study of
surviving Chinese historiographies, including Hou han shii, Nan qi shii, Sui shii, Zhou Shd,
Da Tiang X1 Yu Ji, Tong Dian, Xin Tang sht, and Z1 Zhi Tong Jiang, which date from the
fourth to the eleventh century.

The amount of information these sources provide on our research topic varies, ranging
from very brief to highly detailed. Chinese historians' accounts of Sogdian burial and
mourning practices can be categorized into two groups: information about the inhabitants of
different parts of the Sogdian region and material about the Sogdians living in China. These
sources describe Sogdian burial traditions in three ways:

1. Burning the bodies and then placing the remaining bones in containers/astodans.

2. Placing the corpses on heights or in forests and then burying the bones.

3. Placing the corpses in a special area, such as a dakma outside the city, where animals like
dogs would tear them apart before the bones were buried.

Regarding the burial of bones, sources mention the use of gold, stone, and ceramic containers
(astodans), which likely corresponded to the rank and financial status of individuals, as well
as pits used for this purpose. Sui shii's account of the state of Shi describes a golden astudan
in which the remains of the king's parents were placed on a bed in a special room, reminiscent
of the Parthian tradition of Nisa.

Another aspect of Sogdian ritual is the commemoration of the dead, which refers to certain
dates in the year when gifts were given to the souls of the deceased and sacrifices were made.
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These themes and rituals can be adapted to Zoroastrian traditions, except for the cremation of

corpses, which seems to be linked to ancient Aryan traditions still observed in India.

In discussing mourning, Chinese sources refer to Sogdian customs and rites such as
wailing, lamenting, scratching the face and ears, cutting hair, and tearing clothes. These
practices are consistent with other archaeological and historical sources. What is remarkable
in this case, of course, is the lack of attention paid to the official Zoroastrian religious
recommendations, which, despite the prohibition of mourning, were carried out vigorously
observed among the Sogdians as well as other Iranian peoples.
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The relations between Iran and the Russian government during the Qajar period
were always affected by Russia's economic-political colonial goals in Iran. It was
in pursuit of these goals that the Russian government developed its economic,
political and military influence in the northern regions of Iran, especially Guilan,
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and investigated. Based on this, the main question of the research is what was the
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1. Introduction

The history of relations between Iran and Russia during the Qajar period is considered one of
the most important subjects of contemporary Iranian history. Relations where the powerful
Russian government was on one side and the Iranian government on the other side with the
old military and political structure of the Qajar era, which was considered weak in terms of
social and political structure. During the Qajar period, Russia pursued goals in its relations,
including the expansion of its dominion and the development of lands and hitting England and
France. It was in pursuit of these goals that Russia, after a period of conflict and military
conflicts, imposed many colonial agreements on Iran and then separated many areas from
Iran. But the Russians did not stop at land development in pursuit of their goals and in the
second half of the 19th century, they implemented a new method of exploitation and
colonization in competition with England, and that was to gain economic and political
privileges. In this regard, they were able to take a large part of Iran's trade, especially in the
northern regions and Gilan. The Russians made a lot of effort to get various concessions,
establish commercial firm and companies in Iran. They invested in Iran in order to create a
suitable platform for expanding their trade and commerce in Iran and in pursuit of its goals,
the Russian government has always supported Russian businessmen and investors and helped
Russian companies and investors to receive concessions. The Russian government also
provided all-round support to Russian citizens when there were problems between franchise
owners and companies with the Iranian government or Iranian citizens.

It was based on this background that many investment companies were launched to
advance Russia's economic and political goals in Iran. One of the most important of these
companies was the "Transport Insurance" company, which was established in 1308 AH and
won the privilege of building the Bandar Anzali-Rasht-Qazvin-Tehran gravel road from the
Iranian government. After some time, the Russian government bought a large part of the
company's shares and became the major shareholder of this company. Based on this, in this
research, by using the descriptive-analytical method and relying on research and documentary
sources, we are looking for an answer to the main question, what was the activity of this
company during the Naseri period and What effect did it have in advancing the political-
economic goals of the Russian government in Iran? Based on the findings of the research, the
Russians, with the aim of penetrating Iran's economy (in order to achieve colonial goals), took
various measures such as obtaining concessions, increasing trade with Iran, supporting
Russian businessmen who did business with Iran, and such things. Investing in Iran by
establishing or expanding the activities of Russian companies to Iran was one of the other
actions of Russia. In this regard, various companies, such as transport insurance, were active
in the field of trade with Iran. The Russian government supported this company and by
buying most of its shares and helping to receive lucrative concessions from the Iranian
government, helped to strengthen and continue the activities of this company in Iran. This
government also managed to increase its influence and dominance in Iran's economy.

Few serious sources have been written on the subject. Majid Golmohammadi and
Mahmoud Seyed in the article "Iran and Russia's underdevelopment of imports and exports in
the Qajar era", while examining the causes of Iran's underdevelopment in the Qajar era, and
examining Iran's exports and imports, also addressed the issue of capitalism in the Qajar era.
In this article, under the influence of Russia in Iran's economy, references have been made to
Iranian and Russian companies active in the northern regions of Iran, which were active in
Iran's trade with Russia from the beginning of the Qajar era to the end of this period. As
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mentioned, this article only mentions the aforementioned companies and provides very brief
explanations about them. In the article "People, Scholars and Development in the Qajar Era:
Gilan Road", Mohammad Ali Kazembeigi has investigated the performance of the transport
insurance company in the construction of the Gilan Road. Although this article is an
independent research about the construction process of the mentioned road (which was only
one of the activities of the mentioned company), it does not mention the other activities of the
company. Yaser Karimi in his dissertation entitled "Political-economic situation of Gilan
during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar" made brief references to the transport insurance
company. In the thesis of Kulsoom Qadiri entitled "Investigation of the role of the Caspian
Sea (ports of Gilan) on the interaction between Iran and Russia in the Qajar region", there are
only brief references to the construction of the Anzali road to Tehran by the transport
insurance company.
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1. Introduction

The cultural ties between Iran and Turkey (Ottoman Empire) have a long-standing history. Cultural exchanges
between the two countries have never been hindered despite their long periods of war and conflict. The
geographical proximity, as well as extensive trade relations between merchants of both countries, have always
ensured a strong and uninterrupted connection between Iran and Turkey. However, their relationship extends
beyond mere trade relations, with cultural ties playing a significant role.

The cultural proximity and shared heritage of the two countries have laid the foundation for these
connections. There are abundant sources and examples of the close cultural ties between Iran and Turkey,
ranging from Persian poetry in the Ottoman court to academic exchanges.

Iran and the Ottoman Empire, after various competitions and conflicts during the modern era, underwent
similar historical processes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in their quest for modernization. Following
the rise of Ataturk in Turkey and Pahlavi First in Iran, the relations between the two countries took a new
direction. The closeness between Iran and Turkey increased significantly to the extent that the mutual influence
of the two countries during this period cannot be denied. The similarities in the macro-level policymaking during
the reign of Pahlavi First in Iran and Ataturk in Turkey are evident to any researcher. The initial steps taken by
Iran and Turkey to develop their relations during this period were largely focused on cultural initiatives such as
student and teacher exchanges, as well as the exchange of valuable literary and historical texts.

It seems that the decision-making groups at the highest political level in both countries had already
recognized numerous commonalities in their origins and modern futures. However, prior to the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution (1906), this understanding was clear to intellectuals in both countries, and many
Iranian intellectuals formed their own associations in Turkey to pursue their interests. This trend intensified after
the emergence of Pahlavi First, leading to more official and nationalized scientific and cultural exchanges
between Iran and Turkey.

The outbreak of World War II briefly interrupted this process, diverting the attention of both countries to
internal issues. With the end of World War II, new imperatives for further expanding natural communications
between Iran and Turkey became apparent. Turkey and Iran were allies in the emerging bipolar world, united
against the United States. The geographical, historical, and cultural relations between the two countries had now
entered diplomatic and geopolitical dimensions. Common regional threats posed challenges to Iran and Turkey,
requiring greater coordination in their strategies. The Soviet Union's presence in the vicinity of Iran and Turkey
was a common threat, employing similar methods to dominate both countries. Consequently, they expanded their
relations within the framework of agreements such as the Baghdad Pact, CENTO, and the Regional Cooperation
for Development (RCD), also prioritizing the development of cultural relations.

In 1959, a cultural agreement was signed between the two parties, outlining the framework for cultural
relations between the two countries. During this period, associations and institutions such as the Turkey-Iran
Friendship Association, the Iran-Turkey Friendship and Cultural Relations Association, the Turkish-Iranian
Women's Friendship and Cultural Association, and the Association of Friends of Regional Cooperation were
established by the initiative of some prominent statesmen, intellectuals, and merchants to improve and advance
the cultural relations between the two countries. The institutionalization of bilateral communications further
deepened the relationship between Iran and Turkey. Practically, they had achieved significant commonalities at
all levels, rooted both in historical ties and contemporary exigencies. The cultural relationship between Iran and
Turkey was based on a very strong foundation, and its depth increased with the establishment of international
institutions.

Despite the importance of mutual relations between Iran and Turkey, and their significant cultural
commonalities and historical relationship, there has been insufficient research in this field. The majority of
studies conducted in Turkey have been dominated by a Western historiographical approach, with insufficient use
of Persian sources. This problem also exists in Persian sources related to this field. Therefore, most of the
research conducted in the field of cultural interactions and relations between Iran and Turkey has been carried
out with nationalist and unscientific approaches, which exacerbates the issues associated with these studies.
Generally, the research conducted in this area, despite its importance and historical significance, is not
satisfactory. For example, the examination by Hamid Ahmadi in Persian briefly covers the cultural relations
during the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, as his focus is mainly on the post-Islamic Revolution era.
Additionally, another Persian article titled "Iran-Turkey Cultural Relations" by a Turkish author primarily
focuses on the political and economic relations between the two countries, with cultural issues being sidelined.
This article mostly concentrates on the period following the emergence of the Justice and Development Party in
Turkey and particularly on Iran-Turkey relations after the Arab Spring. Among Turkish sources, Ibrahim Erdal's
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article, "Established Associations in Connection with Cultural Relations between Turkey and Iran from 1950 to
1980," somewhat touches upon our topic. However, the author only examines two associations and does not
utilize Iranian sources. Moreover, a Turkish thesis on cultural relations between Iran and Turkey during the
Democrat Party era from 1950 to 1960, authored by Mangdr, primarily discusses issues from a political
perspective, albeit briefly mentioning cultural relations. These studies do not provide significant and new
information on Iran-Turkey relations during the period under discussion. Therefore, this article aims to address
this gap by using documents from both Iran and Turkey, as well as library sources, to clarify past ambiguities
and present new insights in this area. The purpose of this article is to investigate the cultural relations between
Iran and Turkey during the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, focusing on associations and cultural institutions.
It is written using a descriptive-analytical method and relies on documentary and library sources. This article, for
the first time, extensively utilizes documents from both Iranian and Turkish sources, as well as research
conducted in both languages, simultaneously.
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At the head of the administrative organization of the Sassanid Empire was the grand vizier, who was
called Buzurg-farmadar. The holder of this position was often chosen from among the noble families
and was chosen by the king, and sometimes he took care of military affairs in the guise of the
commander-in-chief of the army. In the sources, for the first time in the era of Ardashir I, the head of
the Sassanid dynasty, the name Abrasam or Tansar is mentioned in the guise of a vizier, without
being called Bozorg Farmadar. In this regard, some researchers have considered Abrasam as a great
governor and attributed the creation of this position to the era of Ardeshir, the first Sassanid
emperor. Meanwhile, this belief is contrary to some historical reports and archaeological evidence.
Therefore, not only the establishment of this position in the early years of the Sassanid era is
associated with doubts, but researchers also did not agree on the title of grand vizier in the first
period of the Sassanid era and suggested titles such as Hazarbed, Bidakhsh and Farmadar. In
addition, with the implementation of administrative reforms during the reign of Khosrow
Anoushirvan, the continuation of this position in the last years of the Sassanid era is also faced with
ambiguities, so that some researchers such as Bartheld believe that the position of the grand
governor It became obsolete in the last years of the Sassanid era. Now, the purpose of this article is
to answer the question that, in the first and last years of the Sassanid era, there was a position with
the title of governor-farmadar at the top of the administrative organization of the Sassanid empire?
The findings of this research, which were conducted in a historical way and with the benefit of
library sources and archeological evidence, show that in the first years of the Sassanid Empire, the
position of grand governor was not common, and the said position was first It was created in the 5th
century AD and in the era of the Yazdgerd I kingdom, for the development of administrative
organizations and better management of affairs, and until the end of the Sassanid era, it was the
official title of grand vizier.
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1. Introduction

One of the prestigious positions of the Sassanid Empire was the vizier who was called the grand-
farmadhar. Grand- Farmadhar was often a member of one of the noble families and was chosen by the
king and was the head of the administrative organization. The position of Grand-Farmadhar is not
mentioned in the narrative sources until the fifth century AD, but also the inscriptions of the first
Sassanid kings do not provide any information about this. The first time is in the 5th century AD and
during the reign of Yazdgerd I, that Khosrow Yazdgerd was mentioned with the title Grand-Farmdhar.
Meanwhile, some researchers such as Christensen believe that, in the early years of the Sassanid era,
Abrasam, the minister of Ardashir I, had the title of Grand-Farmadhar, and therefore attributed the
creation of the mentioned position to the era of Ardashir, the founder of the Sassanid Empire. in
addition, since the position of Vizarg Farmadhar is not mentioned in sources such as Ardeshir
Babakan's workbook and Tensar's letter, which were apparently written in the last years of the
Sassanid era, this has caused some researchers such as Bartold , put forward the hypothesis of the
obsolescence of the post of Bozur Farmadhar in the last years of the Sassanid era. This is despite the
fact that according to Christensen, in other sources such as Ibn Balkhi's Farsnameh, al-Tanbiyyah val-
Ashraf, and Sure sokhn, which mention the high positions of the Sassanid Empire, there are evidences
that indicate the continuation of the position of grand commander in the final years of the era. It is
Sassanid. The existence of differences of opinion about the evolution of the ministerial position among
researchers highlights the necessity of conducting research in this field. Therefore, the aim of the
present study is to answer the question that, in the first and last years of the Sassanid era, there was a
position with the title of grand-Framadhar at the top of the administrative organization of the Sassanid
empire?

The studies conducted on the background of the current research indicate that apparently no
research has been conducted on the evolution of the position of the Grand-Farmadhar in the Sassanid
era. However, in the researches conducted by other researchers in connection with the subject of
Grand- Farmadhar in the Sassanid era, there are valuable references that have been used in this article
Some of them are mentioned : Seyed-Rasoul Mousavi-Haji and Sarwar Khorashadi, in the article

"Reflection on the status of Vizarg-Farmadhar and the scope of his power in the Sassanid era", while
examining the interaction between the titles of Bidakhsh, Hazarpet, Vazrag-Farmadhar and Sepahebd,
they believe that in the early period of the era In the Sassanian era, the title of Bidakhsh and in the
middle period the title of Hazarbad was equivalent to the position of Vizarg Farmadar. In the article
"Mehrnaresi", Turj-Daryaie discussed the religious personality and the construction works done by
Mehrnerse, and it is possible that Mehrnerse was appointed to the position of minister by Yazdgerd L.
Mohammad Suleimankhani, in the article "Ministry in the Sasanian Era", states that the creation of the
position of Vizarg Farmatar in the 5th century AD was the result of administrative changes and
developments as a result of the expansion of the territorial and political territory and the increase in the
power of Mobadan. Fhassan Yarshater, in the article "Abarsam", although she believes in the
historical character of Abrasam, but at the same time she believes that Abarsam could not be the
Grand Minister of Ardeshir. Marie-Louise Chamont, in the article "Farmadar", has introduced the
people who have this title, referring to inscriptions of the Sassanid period and historical text. Jalal
Khaleghi-Mutlaq introduced the character of Bozorgmehr in the article "Bozorgmehrbakhtegan" and it
is believed that Bozorgmehr Vazir is the same Borzmehr who was killed by the order of Hormuzd IV.

From the review and study of the sources used in the writing of the present study, it is concluded that
the title of Grand- Farmadhar is not mentioned in the narrative sources before the fifth century AD,
and there is no trace of the mentioned word in the inscriptions of the first kings. The Sasanian era
indicates that in the 3rd and 4th centuries AD, the Sasanian administrative organization did not have a
position with the title of minister. The reason for this issue also goes back to the fact that the
bureaucratic system in the era of Ardashir I, was not very extensive, and this issue is clearly visible
from the inscription of Shapur I in the Kaaba of Zarathustra, when mentioning the list of courtiers of
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Ardashir I. Mentioning the position of Farmadhar in the list of the courtiers of Shapur I in Kaaba-
Zoroasht indicates a new development in the bureaucratic system of the Sassanids. Although
Farmadhar was in charge of economic activities and her power increased during the 3rd and 4th
centuries AD, this does not mean that Farmadhar was synonymous with the title of Grand Farmadha.
Because in the sources that mention the Sassanid imperial positions, the great Farmadhar is often
mentioned in the second place, after the Shahneshah, or in the third place after the Mobadan-Mobad.
This is despite the fact that in Shapur's inscription in the Zoroastrian Kaaba, Farmdhar is mentioned
after positions such as Bidakhsh, Hazarbad, Asb-bed and Soren and Qaran families, which indicates
that Farmdar is in terms of rank and The rank was in a lower position compared to the positions of
Bidakhsh, Hazarbad, and Asb-bad, and this is contrary to the privileged position of Grand-farmadhar
in the Sassanid imperial court. Therefore, in the first years of the Sassanid era, Farmadhar could not be
a synonym of Farmadhar. This issue is also true for the positions of Hazarabad and Bidakhsh. It is
clear from historical evidence and inscriptions that the positions of Hazarbad and Bidakhsh were
military position .Due to the fact that the area of responsibility of vizarg-farmadhar was related to

administrative affairs, therefore, the positions of Bidakhsh and Hazarbad in the first years of the
Sasanian era could not be considered as synonyms of vizarg-farmadhar, but they were agents whose
responsibility It is mostly related to military affairs and conscription.

In the middle period of the Sassanid era, although the list of imperial positions mentioned by
Dinwari indicates the development of the administrative organization in the era of Yazdgerd I, but
according to the authors of this article, the administrative organization should be established much
earlier and in the era of Shapur II. The reason for the development of the territory is east and west.
Also, since the post of Grand- Farmadhar was mentioned for the first time in the era of Yazdgerd’l and
about the person of Khosrow yazdgerd, and there is no mention of the said post in the sources before
this, so the establishment of the said post should be dated to the period of Yazdgerd I’considered
relevant. On the other hand, somewhere in Yaghisheh's report, Mehr narsi's Grand-farmadhar is also
mentioned as Hazarbad, which indicates that during this period, Hazarbad was one of the titles of the
great vizier, and in other words, it was equivalent to great-farmadhar.Therefore, it can be assumed that
people such as Soren Pahlav and Zarmehr, who were from noble Iranian families and had the rank of
Hazarbad, were appointed to the position of ministers. Among the other titles mentioned in the report
of Yaghisheh and in the era of Yazdgerd Il is the title Dar -Andarzbz. According to the fact that the
title Dar-Andarzbz was mentioned in the inscription of Shapur I in the Zoroastrian Kaaba and also the
inscription of Shapur Sganshah in Takht Jamshid in the third century AD, it seems that Dar-Andrzbz
did not hold a position. Rather, it is a nickname that has been given to various people, includingGrand
Farmadhar. In the last years of the Sassanid era, although due to the administrative reforms in the era
of Qabad and Khosrow AnouShirvan, the powers of the Grand Farmadhar were reduced to some
extent. but the remaining evidence of the Sasanian positions in the era of Khosrow Anushirvan, which
is reflected in works such as Farsnameh and Suresakhn, indicate that in the last years of the Sasanian
Empire, Grand -Farmadhar was still at the head of the administrative organization. Is. Therefore,
contrary to Bartheld's opinion, the position of Grand Framadhar was never abolished, but continued to
exist until the end of the Sassanid era.
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Bonakati, and Zakaria Qazvini contain firsthand information conveyed by the Chinese
officials who visited Iran. The era of Reading Knowledge (the 19th to the first half of
20th century) where all authors owed to the western books and press all what they
knew about China. Finally, the era of Academic Knowledge (the second half of 20th
century) where following the establishment of modern state in the two countries and
the inception of diplomatic dealings between them, the knowledge on China in Iran
entered into the academic atmospheres and proceeded by figures like Abbas Igbal, Ali
Mazaheri and Abbas Tashakkori.

Iran, China, Kitay, Sinology, Historiography, Itinerary

Cite this The Author(s): Mazinani, S. A., (2024). Four Eras of Sinology in Islamic Iran History; from the Advent of Islam up
to the Islamic Revolution of 1979: Historical Sciences StudiesVol.16, No 1, Serial No.37 —Spring- Summer, (253-282).
DOI:10.22059/jhss.2024.376209.473707

m Publisher: Unversity of Tehran Press



https://orcid.org/0009-0009-1082-0313
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_98915.html?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-1082-0313�
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/�
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6919-4339�

254 Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.16, No 1, Serial No.37 —Spring- Summer 2024

1. Introduction

Until today the representation of China in Persian literature, especially in mythical texts, has
frequently been noticed by a multitude of researchers. However, the representation of China in the
Iranian-Islamic historiography and the Iranian’s knowledge of China’s territory and history, which is
rich just as that of the literature, has mainly been left disregarded. Works by Henry Yule, Ali
Mazaheri, Hossien Gharchanlou, Mohammad-Bagher Vosoghi contain remarks on that Iranian
knowledge but their main concern is contacts as well as land and maritime traffic among this two
territories not the image of China in the Islamic-Iranian historiography during a millennium-lengthed
period. The present research seeks to elucidate the evolution of this knowledge along multiple
historical periods

To achieve its goal this article aims to apply “Historism” to approach Iranians’ knowledge as an
“individuality” which possesses its particular “evolution”. The mentioned method authorizes the
historian for “periodization” the evolutionary process of Iranians’ prospect on China according to its
internal logic of evolution and, in the main time, “conceptualize” behaviors, experiences, and
expectations of the historians and authors through suitable concepts.(see Rickert, 1985; Meinecke,
1972; Troeltsch, 1912).

There was four main era in the sinology of the Iranian succeeding the emergence of Islam. In the
view of sinology, from the first up to the seventh centuries A.H. the Iranian undertook their unique
way. Indeed, there was a broad land and marine ties between Iran and China in the Sassanid era. The
body of knowledge stems from this ties, (see Yule, 1913; Stein, 1907; Lamb, 1964; Whitehouse, 1971)
however, were fall in oblivion or excluded from official text along the three first centuries of the
Islamic age. In the eye of Tabari (1994), Bal’ami (1997), or Dinewari (2004) China means a far yet
powerful land which harbors the best and the most perfect of all existing stuff and suggests enormous
surprises. Soleyman Sirafi’s work (2002), for the first time, illustrates the political, social, cultural and
judicial aspects of the Chinese society for the Iranian and virtually takes the first step to introduce the
Interactive-Communicative knowledge of China. Although this initiation was proceeded by Abd al-
Hay Gardizi (1984) and Sharaf al-Zaman Marvzi (1942) it didn’t reach to the level of the mainstream
and merely succeeded to survive under the dominant Mythic-Epic knowledge up to the eve of the
Mongol invasion. Following the emergence of Mongol’s global empire and its Iranian offshoot, i.e. the
Illkhanid dynasty, the Interactive-Communicative knowledge was practically introduced. Alongside
individual initiations, this new type of knowledge was largely boosted by unprecedented state
patronage. Indeed, the Illkhanid assumed the Chinese Mongol sovereignty as their big brother. Thus,
works by Khawja Rashid al-Din Fazlallah (2006), Zakaria Qazvini (1993), and Bonakati (1968)
contains definite and first-hand data from the Chinese who travelled back and forth between the two
states. Later, in this age of Interactive-Communicative knowledge frequent exchange of diplomatic
delegations as well as smooth stream of trading caravans between Iran and China led to compilation of
traces by Ghias al-Din Naqash (see Khwand Mir, 2001) and Seyyed Aliakbar Khatayie (1978). Their
works are not a mere body of information on China anymore. They have transcended the surface and
sought after the ruling spirit beyond the Chinese civilization and finally met it in “the spirit of law”
and “the spirit of discipline”. Since the middle of the Qajarid era, when the Iranian showed a decisive
passion to discover the universe they were surrounded by, the destitute and despotism that seized the
two countries alike pushed the Iranian authors to assume China as a replica to their impoverished
homeland. All Iranian authors in this period were depended on the western publications to acquire data
about China. For example, Ghahraman Mirza Sallour (1995) regarded China, in the both the age of
empire and the age of republic, as a destitute country which looking upon it could console him partly
about the desperate condition of his motherland. Meanwhile, Abd al-Hossien Khan Sepehr (2007) and
Majd al-Eslam Kermani (1978) detected in the China’s indecisive march toward the system of republic
slight rays of hope which can implies as a motivation and a stereotype to Iran. Upon the appearance of
the modern state in the both countries and establishing diplomatic ties the Sinology entered into the
Iranian academic milieu. First Abbas Igbal (2004) introduced the Chinese side of the Mongol Empire
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to the Iranian academic atmosphere. Later, Ali Mazaheri (1993) inspired with his Sinocnetric ideas
about the global order and aiming to challenge the Eourocentric premises about the roots of the world
civilization, corrected and annotated three Iranian travelogues on China and published them in his two
volumes Silk Road. Finally Abbas Tashakkori’s book was released (1978) as the first research which
ever compiled by an Iranian author of the modern time that directly draws upon Chinese sources.
Hence, the aforementioned endeavors heralded the dawn of Academic knowledge on China in Iran.
Therefore the Iranian sinology can be categorized into four main eras namely the Mythic-Epic era
(from the 1st up to 7th A.H. cneturies), the Interactive-Communicative era (the 7th to the 12th A.H.),
the Reading era (the second half of the 12th to the second half of the 13th A.H.), and the Academic era
(the 14th A.H.).
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The manuscript of "Majmii'e-ye Munsha'at-e Men Natayeje Afkar-e Afadhel-e Namdar" is
a collection of letters and decrees of the 8th and 9th centuries of 15™ A.H/16th A.D, which
has not been introduced until now.The aim of this paper is to introduce this manuscript,
reciting one of its important decrees on the subject of Shaikh Mohammad Abunajm's
mausoleum’s maintanance, one of the mystics of the 8th century A.H/14th A.D in
Khon;j.This manuscript was written in 886 A.H/1481A.D, consisting of original and first-
hand documents, shedding light on the developments of Fars and Kerman regions during
those periods. After analyzing the content and dating some of decrees and letters, one of
its decrees concerning the maintenance of Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm's mausoleum is
re-examined. Following his death, his mystic sect was known as Kaka'iyeh or Shamsiyeh,
continued to play as a significant role in promoting social unity. This document confirms
the influence of the Shiraz government in Khonj during the 9th century AH/15th A.D.
According to the literary and historical importance of this decree and in fact its full text
has not been published yet, it is reread and explained for the first time. Finally, the
Kaka'iyeh or Shamsiyeh Mystic sect and the architecture of Sheikh Mohammad Abi
Najm's mausoleum are introduced. Evidence shows that some letters and decrees in this
manuscript contain historical information that find be not can in other sources. Therefore

the main titles of letters and decrees are mentioned in order this in paper. The peoples and
places introduced in this collection have also been identified by historical sources. Most of
these letters and decrees were written in the historical period of the 8th and 9th centuries
AH /15th and 16th A.D. During these two centuries, Fars and Kerman states have
witnessed many incidents. The details of some of them are reflected in these sources.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important historical documents is the collection of correspondences. In the Iranian
administrative literature tradition, the collection of correspondence is referred to as “Monshaat”. These
correspondences have various types, the collection of administrative letters that is written in the
government judicial institutions is one of the most important of them. These letters contain
information about cultural, administrative and political affairs of different states and cities in Iran.
Some of the information which is contained in these letters is unique and cannot be seen in other
historical books and sources.

These letters and edicts reflect the official view of the governments and kingdoms. The letters and
edicts recount the administrative and cultural structure of Iran in the past centuries. In fact, the content
of these letters and edicts will help researchers of historical studies. Important cultural and economic
information about the society can be found in these letters and edicts. The content of these documents
can be used by researchers to research about cultural history and evaluate the relations of king and
rulers with people and citizens of different social classes.

One of the most important manuscripts which is called "Majmi'e-ye Munsha'at-e Men Natayeje
Afkar-e Afadhel-e Namdar"is one of the collection of administrative letters which is written in
886AH/1481AD. These letters are related to the incidents and events of 14™ and 15™ AD in southern
states and cities of Iran. The original of this manuscript is kept in Istanbul University Library and the
number of that is 339.The French Orientalist Jean Aubin introduced and explained the bibliographic
features of this manuscript for the first time.The name of the places and personalities which are
mentioned in this manuscript are from Fars and Kerman mainly. The governors and scholars and
administrative people who are from other states are mentioned, too. Studying the historical content of
this manuscript indicates that the scribe used the official administrative documents of Fars and
Kerman province. These letters and decrees related to the reign of Mozzaffarid (718-795 AH. /1318-
1393 AD) and the Timurid dynasty (849-885 AH. /1370-1506 AD) in these states.

Studying of some evidences show that some letters and decrees in this manuscript contain historical
information that cannot be found in other sources. Therefore, the main titles of letters and decrees are
mentioned in order in this paper. The persons and places introduced in this collection have also been
identified by historical sources. Most of these letters and decrees were written in the historical period
of the 8th and 9th centuries AH. /14th and 15th AD. During these two centuries, Fars and Kerman

states have witnessed many incidents. The details of some of them are reflected in these sources.
Among the governors, nobles and dignitaries of Fars and Kerman states whose names are mentioned
in this collection Letters, we can mention the following people:

Shah Shoja Muzaffari (Reign between 786-759 AH/1384-1357 AD). Amir Timur (Reign between
771-807 AH/1370-1405 AD) Sultan Ahmad Muzaffari,Governor of Kerman in 776AH. /1374AD,
Amirzadeh 'Omar Shaikh, Governor of Fars in 795 AH/1393 AD. Amirzadeh Pir Mohammad ,
Governor of Fars between 796-802 AH/1394-1400 AD.Ibrahim Sultan, Governor of Fars between
817-838 AH/1414-1435 AD. Abulghasem Mirza Babur,Governor of Fars in 855AH/1451 AD.Amir
Jalal al-dowaleh va al-din Mas'td,ruler of Shulestan and Dashtestan region. Maoulana Majd al-din
Ismail, One of the heads of administrative affairs of Fars province in 857 AH/1453 AD. Rukn ad-din
Saed, Judge of Fars Province. Kamal Ad-din Mahmiid , Judge of Fars Province, Shaikh Moheb ad-din
Abu al-Khair , Head of endowments of Fars province in 841 AH.1438 AD. Zain al-din Ali Galah One
of the Sufi leaders of southern Iran in the 14th century AD.Majd al-din Ismail Fali , Judge of Fars

Province. Khwaja Turanshah, One of the heads of administrative affairs of Fars state. Khwajeh Taj al-
din Salmani one of the calligraphers of the era of Timurid. Moulana Shaikh Mohammad Khattat one
of the calligraphers of the era of Timurid. Moulana Shams ad-din One of the heads of administrative
of the era of Timurid. Moulana Shams al-ddin Saheb Kashf, one of the writers and scholars of the 15th
century in the South of Iran.
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After analyzing the content and dating some of decrees and letters, one of its decrees concerning the
maintenance of Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm's mausoleum is re-examined. Following his death, his
mystic sect was known as Kaka'iyeh or Shamsiyeh, continued to play as a significant role in
promoting social unity. This document confirms the influence of the Shiraz government in Khonj
during the 9th century AH/15th A.D. According to the literary and historical importance of this decree
and in fact its full text has not been published yet, it is reread and explained for the first time. Finally,
the Kaka'iyeh or Shamsiyeh Mystic sect and the architecture of Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm's
mausoleum are introduced. The followers of the sect of Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm were active in
the south of Iran. Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm'’s followers have been active in the geographical area
of Fars province and the coastal parts of the Persian Gulf. The tomb of Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm
is located in the Khonj city.

The date of the architect of his tomb back to the 15" century and it has been repaired several times
since then. It can be seen a mosque a porch in the vicinity of the tomb. The porch repaired in the
Safavid period. Several inscriptions of Sheikh Mohammad Abi Najm's followers are in the southern
cities of Fars state which are called Khonj, Fishwar and Kowreh. These inscriptions present that the
sect of Abu Najmi was well-known in the south of Iran many years after the death of Sheikh
Mohammad Abu Najm. In this paper, the original text of the decree belonging to his tomb has been
read. Some of the names which are mentioned in the text of decree has been introduced and identified.
Introducing “Majmi'e-ye Munsha'at-e Men Natayeje Afkar-e Afadhel-e Namdar” as a most important
document about Kerman and Fars in 14" and 15" centuries is the principal aim of this paper.
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