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With the rise to power of the Pahlavi government, the country’s health policies,
Article Type: which had begun during the constitutional era, were pursued with greater
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one of the most essential food items for the people during the Pahlavi era, and
dissatisfaction with the health situation, crises, and problems arising from its
consumption were always among the concerns of the day. Given this necessity,
monitoring meat was of great importance to the government. Therefore, one of
the first health policies in the Pahlavi government was the approval of health
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1. Introduction

With the coming to power of the Pahlavi government, the country’s health policies, which had
begun during the constitutional era, continued with greater determination and expanded even
more during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah. Meat was one of the most important food
items for the people during the Pahlavi era, and dissatisfaction with the health condition,
crises, and problems resulting from its consumption were always among the daily concerns.
Due to such necessity, the issue of monitoring meat was of great importance to the
government. Therefore, one of the first health policies of the Pahlavi government was the
approval of health regulations for butchers and slaughterhouses. The present study aims to
answer the question, based on written sources, newspapers, magazines, and especially newly
discovered archival documents and records, of what strategy did the Pahlavi government
adopt to improve the health status of meat and monitor its hygiene, and how effective was it?
The findings of the current study show that the Pahlavi government, in the period in question,
with the aim of improving meat health and cooperating with various institutions, was able to
take effective steps to improve and promote meat health through measures such as physical
sanitation, increasing health supervision and inspection, issuing health cards, and health
education to improve and promote the safety of meat.

With the beginning of the Pahlavi dynasty in 1304 AH, one of the most important measures
taken by the government to improve public health was to pay attention to urban health,
especially the sanitation of butcher shops and slaughterhouses. Due to the deteriorating health
condition of meat and to regulate health programs, the Pahlavi government approved
regulations and bylaws in the form of "Nizam-e-Namahs". In the 1320s, efforts were made to
enact laws in the field of meat hygiene, but the outbreak of World War II and the turmoil in
the country made the implementation of the laws ineffective. However, since 1330 AH, the
increase in health problems led to a reaction from the people and forced the government to
seek solutions to solve this problem. Since 1334 AH, laws to address meat hygiene were
compiled and formulated with health policies, and various institutions were established to
implement and control them.

The policies that the Pahlavi government considered in the field of meat hygiene included
physical sanitation (new opportunities to create a healthy and hygienic environment),
increased health supervision and inspections (implementation of laws and regulations to
prevent health violations), issuing health cards (to prevent the occurrence and spread of
disease), and health education (to expand and raise the level of health).This article, with a
special focus on the impact of the Pahlavi government's health policies on improving the
health status of meat, as one of the most important food items for the general public, examines
the interactions and health policies of the government.

According to the findings of this study, the measures taken during the first Pahlavi period
(1304-1320 AH) in the field of meat hygiene were taken through the approval of regulations,
but they were short-term and temporary. These measures partially organized meat hygiene,
but more fundamental activities were realized in later periods. Content analysis of archival
documents, newspapers, and magazines shows that since 1334 AH, with the cooperation of
various institutions and long-term programs, the government was able to take more effective
steps to improve and organize meat hygiene in butcheries and slaughterhouses. The first
measure taken in the second Pahlavi government with the aim of improving meat hygiene was
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physical sanitation. Accordingly, butcheries and slaughterhouses were established in
cooperation with the municipality. Slaughterhouses were also established in large cities,
although unsanitary and traditional slaughtering continued in many small towns and villages.
The second step in the second Pahlavi government, as a strategy, was to increase supervision
and inspections of butcher shops and slaughterhouses. This increased supervision of health
had some challenges, but as it continued, meat hygiene also improved. Participation in the
implementation of health education courses had a significant impact on improving meat
hygiene. This led to a decrease in diseases, improvement of health behaviors, and
strengthening supervision and inspection. Therefore, to achieve better results, more
cooperation between institutions, continuous budget allocation, and consistent supervision of
the implementation of education were needed. In fact, it can be said that the health policies in
the second Pahlavi government, by implementing the three pillars of construction,
supervision, and education, improved the state of meat hygiene and were effective in
preventing the occurrence of diseases caused by it.
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Table No. (4): Sanitary Inspection Results (Butcher Shops) 1975-1978 CE
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Frequency Chart of Table No. (4): Percentage Breakdown of Inspection Results
(Butcher Shops) 1975-1978 CE
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Table No. (5): Sanitary Inspection Results (Slaughterhouse) 1975-1978 CE
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Sakma, 298/ 31353. [in Persian]
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Sakma, 293/6093. [in Persian]
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Sakma, 888/ 339/ 364. [in Persian]
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Sakma, 96/ 293/ 715. [in Persian]

Sakma, 99/ 293/ 21000. [in Persian]

Sakma, 88/ 339/ 1076. [in Persian]

Sakma, 94/ 293/ 39. [in Persian]

Sakma, 97/ 293/ 3161. [in Persian]
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1. Introduction

In a general view, the period of relations between societies, which we know today as between
states and each other on behalf of their nations, can be divided into two general periods. "The
first period began with the beginning of history and ended in the sixteenth century. The second
period is from the aforementioned century and the formation of states in the new concept,
namely nation-states, to the present time." of course, international law scholars divided it into
three or four periods in their writings. However, considering that states are still the most
important actors in the international system and the executors of international law, it has been
divided into two periods. Therefore, it is true that the sovereignty of states has been reduced in
favor of the human individual, and states make their decisions, including unilateral actions,
entering into treaties, and any agreements, completely in accordance with the will of citizens or
with their consideration and consideration. However, in a general look at the history of
developments in international law, we realize the existence of the state in the modern sense as a
point from which the entire era of the international system can be divided into before and after
1t.

In the path of creating an international community, in which peaceful, conscious
communications based on reason and general principles of law are among its inherent
characteristics, societies were formed and experienced internal order. Primitive societies were
the initiators of this formation: "The contractual society of primitive peoples was governed only
on the basis of principles arising from self-sufficiency, which was overshadowed by a "closed
morality."

It is true that we can refer to societies that are internally organized, purposeful, and united,
but in dealing with other societies; They act violently, inflexibly and ruthlessly, like "fascism"
and "Nazism" in Europe, although they also treated their opponents in extremely inhuman and
undemocratic ways, like the Gulag concentration camps during Stalin's time in the former
Soviet Union. But by studying the course and process of history, in general, societies have taken
steps towards coexistence and the creation of common rules and their implementation in the
form of international law. "It took tens of thousands of years for humans to become aware of the
existence of their community, feel its necessity, and seek to organize its development. The
history of relations between communities began when the existence of the necessity of these
communities became a conscience for humans and acquired a meaning other than instinct. Since
then, human groups have emerged from the form of unorganized herds and have become
organized families and tribes. Obedience to the leader and ruler was the first step towards
organized society." After this stage, organized units emerged in some regions that could be
referred to as political actors. Over time, contracts were concluded between them.

The study and examination of the process of developments in international law is not only about
the expression of agreements, wars and the opinions of thinkers of different periods. What is
important is how attitudes and perspectives change, which is caused by the power of reason
over other variables and human-centeredness.

In this article, the process of transformation from personalism to the feudal lord system to the
state-centered era and then the reduction of the unlimited power of the state was examined. A
period when the legal system became dominant and we will step towards an era in which the
legitimacy of every decision, behavior and performance depends on being in line with human
rights.

Initially, the atmosphere governing international law was personalist and feudal, which
turned to statism and the creation of a nation of states based on the emergence and emergence of
new concepts in the field of public law based on the beliefs formed by legal and political
thinkers. The changes in the discourse of nationalism and independence did not stop, and with
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the emergence of concepts that showed the need for expansion and progress beyond borders,
such as globalization, it reached interdependence. Human rights and strengthening the position
of the individual in the international arena and supporting human dignity in international
relations, made their way, and we entered the era of humanization of international law due to the
superiority of the human rights discourse among dozens of intellectual and theoretical
discourses.
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1. Introduction

The plan to overthrow the government of Mohammad Mossadegh coordinated by the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Pahlavi royal court, encountered failure in its initial phase at midnight on 16
August 1953. Mohammad Reza Pahlavi immediately departed from Iran. While the coup plotters
anticipated the execution of a second coup and Fazlollah Zahedi, designated as the coup’s prime
minister, remained in hiding, the opponents of Shah’s regime took control of the streets of Tehran.

On the afternoon of 16 August 1953, a political rally organized by the National Movement faction
was convened in Baharestan Square, followed by anti Shah demonstrations that persisted into the
night. On 18 August 1953, Loy W. Henderson, then the U.S ambassador to Iran, met with Prime
Minister Mossadegh. He took security conditions for American citizens residing in Iran as a pretext,
and urged the prime minister to restore public order and to issue a formal prohibition on
demonstrations.

The following day, 19 August 1953, Those opposing the Shah were replaced in the streets by
demonstrators against the government. The coup against Mossadegh was successfully implemented,;
the national government was toppled, and Zahedi assumed the premiership in place of Mossadegh.
With the coup’s triumph, Mossadegh was arrested, and on 22 August 1953, Shah returned to Iran.
Subsequently, the process of reversing the nationalization of Iran’s oil industry was initiated.

From 16 to 19 August 1953, political parties and groups of nationalist, religious, and leftist
orientations operated actively within the country, pursuing their respective political objectives.
Ultimately, however, with the occurrence of the coup d’état on 19 August 1953, these parties failed to
achieve their goals and were unable to engage in collective action.

This article examines the reasons behind the failure of political parties to attain their objectives
during this specific period. Although numerous studies have been conducted on the factors
contributing to the failure of political parties in Iranian history, no research to date has independently
analyzed the behavior of the political parties from 16 to 19 August 1953. From this perspective, the
present study offers a novel approach and new analytical framework.

In this article Charles Tilly’s Resource Mobilization theory is employed to explain the underlying
causes of the political parties’ failure. Tilly’s framework is a multi factor model designed for the
analysis and interpretation of advanced social movements.

Within Tilly’s conceptual model, claimant groups seek to attain political power in their interactions
with the state and in competition with each other. In their pursuit of power, they utilize various tools
and resources, and at times form alliances.

The elements of Tilly’s model are as follows:

Interests: The shared benefits and deprivations that may be imposed upon the population under
discussion through various interactions with other populations.

Organization: The degree of shared identity and unifying structural arrangements among
individuals within a given population.

Resource Mobilization: The extent of resources under the collective control of a claimant group.

Repression and Facilitation: Repression refers to any action by another group (or by the governing
authority) that increases the cost of collective action for a claimant. Facilitation is any measure that
decreases the cost of collective action for a group.

Power: The degree to which the outcomes of a population’s interactions with other populations
realizes that population’s interests with regard to the others.

Opportunity and Threat: Opportunity is a condition in which the interests of the claimant group are
achieved despite the presence of conflicting interests. Threat refers to conditions in which, given the
claims of rival groups, the chance of achieving the claimant’s interests is reduced.

Collective Action: The activities undertaken by a claimant in pursuit of its objectives and the
realization of its interests.

In this study, the Iran Party, Fada'iyan-e Islam, and the Tudeh Party of Iran have been selected as
the population under examination. First, each of these parties represented the nationalism, Islamism,
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and leftist ideology in Iran; second, all three were active participants in the movement for the
nationalization of the oil industry.

Although the Iran Party, the Tudeh Party, and Fada'iyan-e Islam had divergent political views, all
three claimant groups shared a common stance in opposing the central government, and between the
two coup attempts, sought fundamental change in the prevailing political system. The Iran Party and
the Tudeh Party advocated for the establishment of a republican regime, whereas Fada'iyan-e Islam
supported the formation of an Islamic government.

This article seeks to address the following question: Given the fragility of the foundations of
political authority after the failure of the coup of August 16, 1953 and Shah’s departure from the
country, why did the claimant groups fail to realize their objectives?

According to the findings of this study, one of the primary reasons for the failure of the parties
during this period was the absence of effective organizational structures in the timeframe under
review. In Tilly’s view, under revolutionary conditions, the scope and quality of organization are
decisive factor. The broader the organization’s geographic coverage, the greater its capacity for
mobilization. None of the groups possessed this feature.

Another factor was the failure of the claimant groups to utilize diverse types of resources of
mobilization. For effective influence and the formation of collective action, it was essential for the
claimants to exploit various resources.

The increase in costs resulting from state repression was another factor weakening the claimants.
Additionally, the absence of coalition-building and convergence, neglect of available opportunities
(the failure of the first coup and Shah’s departure from Iran), and disregard for existing threats (the
alliance between the United States and the United Kingdom) significantly contributed to the lack of
collective action among the political parties between August 16 and August 19, 1953.

At this time, nationalist, Islamist, and leftist parties engaged in conflict with one another and thus
lost the opportunity. Coup actors, in turn, skillfully exploited the fragmentation of the political groups.
Consequently, none of the political parties succeeded in acquiring mobilization resources or
employing them toward collective action.

Following the coup of August 19, 1953, the fate of all three political groups proved instructive: the
Iran Party was weakened due to the concealment and arrest of its leaders; Fada'iyan-e Islam retreated
into isolation following the execution of its leader; and the Tudeh Party suffered a severe blow with
the exposure of its military network.
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Seyyed Ahmed was from Bareilly who went to Delhi to study and became one of
the students of Shah AbdulAziz of Delhi. In a fatwa, Shah AbdulAziz declared
the Indian subcontinent Dar al Harb, and Seyyed Ahmed, inspired by his
opinions, decided to remove the Indian subcontinent from non-Muslim rule
through the principle of Jihad.Ahmed Barili's main goal was to liberate the
subcontinent from British domination. Therefore, we first decided to form a
region far from the British government and then make it a base for the liberation
of the Indian subcontinent. Therefore, Ahmed Barili migrated to the
northwestern regions of the subcontinent and, with the efforts of the Jamaat-e-
Mujahideen movement, prepared for jihad against the Sikhs and the British. So
the main question is what political and military strategies did Ahmed Barili
adopt to use personal computers and Sikhs? The claim, using the library method
and the use of descriptive and historical analysis, is that Ahmed Barili adopted
the dual paths of migration and jihad to create Dar al-Islam and confront the
Sikh state. The first research is that Ahmed Barili was the first Muslim in the
Indian subcontinent to issue a fatwa of jihad against British colonialism and for
the first time put forward the theory of Islamic rule over Sharia and called
himself Amir al-Mu'minin. Despite winning the battle of Akora, he was defeated
and killed in the two battles of Shaidu and Balakot.
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1. Introduction

Following the death of Aurangzeb, the decline of the Mughal Empire accelerated, and
succession conflicts created a political vacuum. In this context, groups like the Marathas, Jats,
and Sikhs revolted against central authority. Simultaneously, European powers, notably the
British, expanded their influence through trade privileges and deceptive diplomacy. Victory at
the Battle of Plassey (1757) secured British dominance over Bengal and Bihar. Resistance
from figures like Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan in Mysore ultimately failed. In response to this
political decay, Shah Waliullah Dehlawi initiated a religious reform movement aimed at
uniting Muslims and establishing an Islamic state. His disciples and descendants, particularly
Shah Abdul Aziz (with his fatwa declaring India Dar al-Harb) and Seyyed Ahmed Barili,
transformed these ideas into a socio-political and anti-colonial movement.

Although Seyyed Ahmed Barili's actions profoundly influenced Islamic movements in the
subcontinent, they have received limited attention in Persian-language research. Existing
works, such as those by Tarafdari or Nazemianfard, typically offer brief descriptions. Urdu
works (e.g., by Mehr and Nadwi) often adopt an ideological and apologetic approach. While
valuable English research, like the works of Altaf Qadir and Ayesha Jalal, exists, this article's
focus is on analyzing Seyyed Ahmed Barili's political and military strategies against the
Sikhs.

Seyyed Ahmed was born in 1786 in Rae Bareli. After his father's death, he went to Delhi
to study under Shah Waliullah's family (Shah Abdul Aziz and others), mastering religious and
mystical sciences. He then joined Amir Khan's army to gain military experience but left in
opposition to Amir Khan's peace treaty with the British. Upon returning to Delhi, he was
honored by his teacher and embarked on extensive preaching tours across the subcontinent.

He left behind works in Persian and Urdu, the most important being "Sirat-e-Mustageem."
His other works, such as "Mulhamat-e-Ahmadiyya" and "Risala Asghal," deal with mystical
and doctrinal issues. His collected correspondence is also crucial for understanding his
relations with rulers and scholars.

By performing the Hajj pilgrimage when it had been suspended due to insecurity, Seyyed
Ahmed demonstrated his resolve. This journey became a vast propaganda tour, paving the
way for the formation of the Jamaat-e-Mujahideen. Responding to Shah Abdul Aziz's fatwa
declaring India Dar al-Harb, he migrated with his followers in 1826 from British-controlled
territories (Dar al-Harb) to the Frontier region (Dar al-Islam).

His military experiences and travels led him to conclude that only through jihad could an
Islamic state be revived. He declared jihad against the Sikh rule in December 1826 and was
proclaimed "Amir al-Mu'minin" (Commander of the Faithful) in February 1827 after
receiving pledges of allegiance. He sent letters requesting help from neighboring Muslim
rulers. His election as Amir was both for managing the jihad and controlling the undisciplined
tribal forces.

Seyyed Ahmed chose the Frontier region as his main base (Dar al-Islam) for reasons
including its Muslim majority, Sikh oppression, strategic location, and distance from
complete British control. His thought was influenced by Shah Waliullah but, unlike traditional
Sufism, emphasized direct emulation of the Prophetic path and Sharia, considering many
common Sufi practices as innovation (Bid'ah). He implemented important social reforms,
such as enforcing Zakat, prohibiting child marriage, and encouraging the remarriage of
widows. His opponents labeled him a "Wahhabi," yet he remained faithful to Sufi orders
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(Nagshbandiyya, Qadiriyya, Chishtiyya). Tribal opposition to his social reforms and religious
strictness was a significant cause of his subsequent failures.

In the first battle, despite being outnumbered (1,500 Mujahideen vs. 7,000-10,000 Sikhs),
Seyyed Ahmed achieved a decisive victory through a surprise night attack. This victory
greatly enhanced his credibility and popularity.

In this battle, the betrayal of Yar Muhammad Khan Barakzai, a key ally who secretly
negotiated with the Sikhs and withdrew his forces, led to a heavy defeat for the Mujahideen.
This revealed that the alliance with tribal chiefs was fragile and based on self-interest, as they
viewed Seyyed Ahmed 's religious government as interference in their affairs.

After repeated defeats and betrayals, Seyyed Ahmed retreated to Balakot. In the final
battle, Sikh forces under Sher Singh, guided by a local, outflanked the Mujahideen positions
and overpowered them. Seyyed Ahmed was killed in combat. His body was initially thrown
into a river but was later secretly buried by his followers. His death was interpreted as his
occultation (ghaybat), turning him into a symbol of resistance.

Seyyed Ahmed Barili's movement, a synthesis of Naqshbandi Sufism and the political
thought of Shah Waliullah, became the first organized movement in the Indian subcontinent
based on the dual strategy of "Hijrat and Jihad." His defeat can be attributed to two sets of
factors: external factors (the military power of the Sikhs and British propaganda labeling him
a Wahhabi) and internal factors (the tribal and self-centered structure of the Frontier society,
the betrayal of tribal chiefs, and Seyyed Ahmed 's insufficient understanding of the tribal
mindset, which led to resistance against his social and religious reforms). Despite his failure,
his movement left a lasting legacy of armed resistance against colonialism in South Asia.
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The fish motif, as one of the types of aquatic motifs alongside the element of
water in Iranian painting, has various and multi-layered symbolic meanings.
This motif, which has been represented in various forms in the history of
Iranian art; in addition to its visual aesthetic aspects, has symbolic meanings
that are linked to the religious, mythological, and cultural beliefs of Iranian
society. In this article, the symbolic themes of the fish motif in selected
paintings from the Ilkhanid to Safavid schools have been examined. The aim of
the research, in addition to stating the history of the implementation of the fish
motif in Iranian art works and reviewing the structural features of this motif; is
to examine the symbolic meanings of the aforementioned motif in selected
paintings from Iranian painting schools. The question here is: What symbolic
themes and visual features did the fish motif have in the paintings? In addition,
in which parts of the history of Iranian art can the roots of these symbolic
meanings be found? How has the visual evolution of the fish motif in paintings
been? The collection of this material has been done through a library and
documentary method, with a historical approach and in a descriptive-analytical
manner. The results of the research show that, in Iranian painting, the fish is
not only a symbol of life, blessing, and stability, but also acts as a mediator
between the earthly and spiritual worlds and has played an important role in
explaining the worldview of Iranian artists. Although this motif has not played
a frequent role in painting, in cases where it has been used, it has often played
a key role in the visual narrative of the painting, such as: the fish motif in the
painting of Prophet Yunus (AS) and the whale. The findings indicate that the
fish motif in paintings acquires a special meaning in accordance with the
narrative context and overall theme of the scene. However, in a more general
view, this motif is an influential and meaningful element in the compositional
structure of the paintings, and its presence, often beyond its decorative aspect,
carries symbolic concepts that add to the semantic richness of the work.
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1. Introduction

This research examines the origins, visual evolution, and symbolic meanings of the fish motif
in Iranian painting. The fish motif, as one of the symbolic elements related to water, life, and
fertility, has long had a special place in Iranian culture, mythology, and art. This motif has
appeared in Iranian paintings not merely as a decorative element, but also as a multifaceted
and meaningful sign that is deeply connected to the mystical and cultural worldview of
Iranian artists. The main goal of this research is to identify and analyze how the symbolic
meanings of the fish motif have crystallized in Iranian painting schools from the Ilkhanid to
Safavid periods and to explain its visual and conceptual evolution in this historical context.

The main questions of the research are formed around the following axis: What symbolic
meanings did the fish motif have in paintings? In what mythological and cultural sources can
the roots of these meanings be traced? And what changes in form and function has this motif
undergone in the transition from different schools of Iranian painting? To answer these
questions, the research method is based on a historical and descriptive-analytical study, and
the data were collected through library, museum and illustrated manuscripts. The research
population is a collection of selected paintings from the Ilkhanate, Timurid and Safavid
schools in which the fish motif has a significant presence. The findings show that the pictorial
and symbolic roots of the fish in Iranian art can be traced back to the Achaemenid and
Sasanian periods, where this creature was often depicted in connection with the god of water,
blessing and fertility. In Iranian myths, the fish is the embodiment of knowledge, procreation
and divine wisdom, and in mystical literature it has become a symbol of the soul seeking truth
and liberation from material attachments. Such mythological and mystical backgrounds were
reflected in later periods of Iranian painting, and the fish often appeared in paintings as a
mediator between the earthly world and the world of meaning. In the Ilkhanid and Timurid
schools, influenced by religious and mythological narratives, the fish motif took a central
place, especially in scenes such as the story of Prophet Yunus (AS). In these periods, artists,
with a more realistic approach, depicted the formal details and natural textures of the fish's
body with unparalleled precision in order to emphasize the narrative and symbolic aspects of
the work, in addition to its visual beauty. In these paintings, the fish symbolizes salvation,
resurrection, and return to spiritual life. From the Safavid period onwards, although the
presence of this motif in painting decreased, it still played a role in visual compositions as a
symbol of blessing, peace, and harmony of nature. During this period, the symbolic function
of the fish is transferred from the narrative axis to the decorative margin of the work and often
appears alongside natural elements such as water, plants and birds.

A comparative analysis of pictorial examples shows that the fish in Iranian painting has
undergone a transformation not only on a formal level but also on a semantic level. In the
early periods, this motif served more religious and epic narratives, but in later periods it has
become a symbol of peace, contemplation and unity with nature. In both respects, the fish
motif has played a key role in the connection between text and image and has enriched the
conceptual richness of the works. Its presence in marine scenes or next to springs and the tree
of life is a reminder of the continuity of Iranian thought between water, birth and immortality.

The results of the research show that although the fish motif does not play a quantitatively
frequent role in Iranian painting, wherever it has appeared, it has had a central and meaning-
making role. This motif has tended from formal realism to metaphorical and mystical
expression throughout its historical course, and has acted as a bridge between man, nature,
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and the sacred in the visual structure of the paintings. In the paintings, the fish symbolizes the
continuity of life, the continuity of faith, and the eternal movement towards truth, and
therefore it can be considered a visual embodiment of the searching spirit of the Iranian artist.

Finally, the research concludes that the fish motif is not only a decorative element, but also a
fundamental component in explaining the Iranian-Islamic worldview in the art of painting. An
examination of its evolution from the Ilkhanid to the Safavid periods reveals the stability of
symbolic concepts and changes in representational methods; a change that has progressed
from a focus on narrative to an internal and reflective expression.
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Image 1, right: Fish figure — man, Pasargadae Gate. Source: (Adeli, 2011: 54).

Image 2, left: Fish statuette made of gold, Oxus Treasure, from the ancient site of Takht-e¢ Qobad,
Achaemenid period, 4th century BCE. Source: (Adeli, 2011: 55).
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Image 3: Fish motif carved on the rubble stones of the Anahita Temple, Kangavar. Source: (Adeli, 2011:
57).
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Image 4: Fish motif at the foot of the Tree of Life, on a chased silver plate, The Hermitage Museum, St.
Petersburg. Source: (Adeli, 2011: 57).
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Image 5: A collection of Iranian illustrated manuscripts featuring fish motifs, from the 4/-
Sabah collection, Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah, National Museum of Kuwait. Source: (Adamova, 2015).
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Image 6: Depiction of water in a composition from the book Manafi'-i Hayavan, held in the Morgan
Library & Museum, New York, Museum Item No: MS M.500.
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Image 6, left: Painting of travelers at sea, held in the Archives of the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), https://digital.soas.ac.uk/DJAM000257/00001

Image 7, right: Rescue at sea, a story from Saadi's Gulistan, held in the Chester
Beatty Library, Museum Item No: Per 119.15.
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Table 1. Selected miniatures from various Iranian schools featuring depictions of water in their
composition. Source: (Authors, 2024).
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Table 2. A Study of the Fish Motif in Selected Miniature Paintings from Different Periods of Persian
Miniature Art. Source: (Authors, 2024).
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1. Introduction

A fundamental issue in historical and literary studies is the relationship between literary texts
and historical events. Although literary texts are often seen as mirrors reflecting the culture and
beliefs of their era, their imaginative and subjective nature raises the question of to what extent
they can be trusted for historical reconstruction. This article, focusing on the book Kalila and
Dimna by Ibn al-Mugaffa’, examines how a literary text can create a historical narrative that is
ultimately accepted as a credible document by subsequent generations. Using a critical-
analytical method, the article demonstrates how Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘, in his introduction, invents a
character named "Burzoe the Physician" and narrates the story of the book's translation in a way
that is inconsistent with historical evidence; yet, this narrative was gradually accepted as a
historical account.

2.Distinction Between Historical and Literary Narrative

To better understand the subject, it is necessary to distinguish between historical and literary
narrative. Historical narrative relies on documents and evidence to reconstruct past events as
they actually happened. Paul Ricoeur emphasizes that historical narrative is "an attempt to
represent the past as it actually happened." In contrast, while literary narrative may be inspired
by history, its primary goal is to convey moral or philosophical messages through literary
devices. In this type of narrative, imagination and metaphor play a central role, and the author
has the freedom to alter historical events or create entirely fictional characters to achieve their
artistic goals. Mircea Eliade writes on this matter: "Literary narrative represents the past not as
it was, but as it should have been or could have been." However, the boundary between these
two types of narrative is not always clear, and sometimes literary narratives are so persuasive
that they gradually acquire a historical status in the collective memory, as happened with Kalila
and Dimna and the character of Burzoe.

3.Kalila and Dimna and Ibn al-Muqaffa‘'s Translation

Kalila and Dimna is originally a translation from the Middle Persian (Pahlavi) text, which itself
was a translation of the Sanskrit Panchatantra. This book was translated into Pahlavi in the 6th
century CE and was later translated into Arabic in the 8th century CE by Ibn al-Mugqafta‘. His
translation is significant because he was not merely a translator; he enriched the text with his
own ideas and wrote a detailed introduction in which he recounted the story of the book's
translation.

4.Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘'s Narrative of Burzoe

The central point of the article is Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘'s narrative about how the book was translated.
According to this narrative, the original book was translated from India into Pahlavi by "Burzoe
the Physician," an Iranian doctor in the court of the Sasanian king Khosrow I (Anushirvan). Ibn
al-Muqaffa‘ recounts that Burzoe traveled to India in search of the elixir of immortality but
encountered a wise book there and translated it. This narrative was presented with such
precision and rhetorical power that many later writers and historians accepted it as a historical
account, and Burzoe was introduced as a real figure in the cultural history of Iran and India.
5.Critique of the Burzoe Narrative

Contemporary research shows that Ibn al-Mugaffa's narrative is inconsistent with historical
documentation. First, no Sasanian sources or early Islamic texts mention the name Burzoe. If he
were truly a court physician of Anushirvan, he should have been mentioned in contemporary or
near-contemporary sources. Secondly, the name "Burzoe" is linguistically unconventional and
was likely fabricated by Ibn al-Muqaffa‘. Thirdly, the story of Burzoe's journey to India and his
search for the elixir of immortality is a familiar theme in the literature of that period, and his
descriptions of India reflect more the mindset of medieval Iranians and Arabs than historical
reality.

6.Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘'s Motivations

The key question is why Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘ presented such an unreliable historical narrative. It
seems several motivations were at play. Firstly, attributing the book to a physician in the
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Sasanian court lent it historical and scientific credibility, helping Ibn al-Muqaffa“s ideas—
which were sometimes at odds with prevailing views—gain greater acceptance. Secondly, due
to his Mu'tazilite leanings and criticisms, Ibn al-Muqaffa® faced opposition; thus, by attributing
his ideas to an ancient figure like Burzoe, he could avoid direct confrontation with his
opponents. Thirdly, creating the character of Burzoe allowed him to present his moral and
philosophical messages within the framework of a compelling narrative consistent with the
other stories in the book.

7.The Process of Burzoe's Historicization

It is fascinating how Burzoe—a character most likely fictional—gradually became a historical
figure. This process occurred in several stages: first, Ibn al-Muqaffa‘'s narrative spread due to
the fame of Kalila and Dimna. Then, later writers—without critique or examination—repeated it
in their own works and even added new details to Burzoe's life. Finally, Burzoe became a
cultural symbol representing wisdom and the link between Iranian and Indian cultures. This
process shows how a literary narrative can blur the line between fact and fiction in the collective
memory.

8.Implications of the Case Study

This case study has several important implications for historical and literary studies: First, it
shows that caution must be exercised when using literary texts as historical sources. Secondly, it
demonstrates that literary texts do not merely reflect history but can actively shape historical
perceptions. Thirdly, it emphasizes the importance of textual criticism and the critical analysis
of sources. Fourthly, it shows how ideas are transmitted through literary narratives and
influence the thought of subsequent generations.

9.Conclusion

This article, through the case study of Kalila and Dimna, demonstrated how a literary text can
create a narrative that is later accepted as historical. Although Ibn al-Muqaffa“s narrative of
Burzoe is inconsistent with historical evidence, its narrative power caused this fictional
character to become a historical figure. This research highlights the necessity of distinguishing
between historical and literary narratives and of critiquing historical sources. Finally, this study
reminds us that history is not always an accurate representation of the past but is often a
reflection of our perceptions of the past—perceptions that can be shaped by literary narratives
and accepted as historical facts. Understanding this process helps us to view historical sources
with a more critical eye and to better discern the boundary between reality and imagination in
the narratives of the past.
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Qasem Ali Qayeni is one of the Persian-writing and obscure scholars from the late
Safavid era, contemporaneous with Shah Sulayman. He authored numerous works in
astronomy, astrological rulings, the craft of astrolabe construction, optics, occult
sciences, and Quranic exegesis. Nevertheless, not only have many of his known books
remained unexamined and unedited, but numerous lost works—mentioned by him in his
other treatises—have yet to be identified and cataloged. One such unknown work is the
manuscript treatise Matali‘ al-‘Arifin. Only a single copy of this treatise has been
identified in the library of the Hawza ‘Ilmiyya of Hazrat Vali-e Asr in Khansar. Matali ‘
al- ‘Arifin is composed in theoretical philosophy and theology, and it essentially consists
of responses in Persian, expressed in a simple and straightforward manner free of
complexity, to the philosophical-theological questions posed by one of the kings of Gil
and Daylam, whose name is not mentioned in the treatise. The present study aims to
investigate the codicology and bibliography of Matali‘ al- ‘Arifin.The findings of this
research demonstrate that, beyond his renown as a builder of astronomical instruments
and a scholar in astronomy, occult sciences, Quranic exegesis, and optics, Qayeni has
bequeathed a noteworthy contribution to theoretical philosophy and theology. He was
familiar with the theological works preceding his own, and through authoring Matali * al-
‘Arifin, he has shown acquaintance with the viewpoints of both Akhbari theologians and
philosophical theologians—the two major theological intellectual currents that emerged
after Muhammad Amin Astarabadi and Mulla Sadra—and has drawn upon them in this
work. Given that Qayeni levels criticisms against certain beliefs of earlier theologians
and articulates his own views in an argumentative and explicit fashion, this treatise can
illuminate the trends and intellectual pursuits in theological-philosophical matters among
Shiite scholars following Mulla Sadra, aid in the recognition of their works, and offer a
perspective on the intellectual, scientific, and philosophical dynamics of these scholars
during the final years of the Safavid era.
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1. Introduction

To properly elucidate the scientific endeavors of Iranian scholars, particularly during the Safavid era,
it is essential to identify, catalog, and thoroughly examine manuscript libraries, preparing them for
critical editing and publication. One such scholar is Qasem Ali Qayeni, whose work titled Matali* al-
‘Arifin is the subject of this examination. Qasem Ali Qayeni was a Persian-writing and obscure scholar
from the late Safavid period, contemporaneous with Shah Soleyman Safavi. Information about the
intellectual ups and downs and the vicissitudes of his life is scarce. He authored numerous works in
astronomy, judicial astrology, astrolabes, optics, Quranic exegesis, and occult sciences. This scholar
compiled and composed works in many fields of his time, many of which not only remain unexamined
and unedited today but also include lost works mentioned in his other treatises that have yet to be
identified and cataloged. Additionally, there are uncertainties regarding his biography.

The present research endeavors, through a descriptive-analytical method and with the aid of primary
sources, to compile scattered data from manuscripts authored by Qayeni, focusing on the newly
discovered manuscript of Matali* al- ‘Arifin . It aims to explore his scientific works and intellectual
origins, while examining the formal, structural, and content aspects of this manuscript, clarifying his
role and position in the philosophical and theological events of that era, and demonstrating the
necessity of publishing Qayni's works. Qayeni was a Persian-writing scholar from the late Safavid
period who, in addition to Matali® al-‘Arifin —which pertains to theoretical philosophy and
theology—produced works in other fields, including astronomy, optics, exegesis, and occult sciences.
The treatise under study, titled Matali * al- ‘Arifin in theoretical philosophy and theology, is written in
Persian and essentially consists of responses to philosophical-theological questions posed by one of
the rulers of Gil and Daylam. The treatise mentions neither the name of this ruler nor the titles of the
questions. It is organized into twenty chapters, and so far, only one copy has been identified in the
library of the Hawza Ilmiyya of Hazrat Wali Asr in Khansar. This copy is incomplete, lacking the
beginning and end, but the preface clearly displays the book's title and author's name.

Although in recent years some studies have been conducted on certain manuscripts by Qayeni, they
have by no means been comprehensive or sufficient. Akbari, in the article "Continuity of the Tradition
of Writing Optics Works in Qasem Ali Qayeni's Treatise on Perspectives and Mirrors," focuses solely
on that treatise and does not even mention Qayeni's biography. Natiqi, in Khulasat al-Ikhlas fi Tafsir
Surah al-Ikhlas, examines the manuscript of Khulasat al-Ikhlas and, while providing a brief and
incomplete account of Qayeni's biography and works, makes no reference to Matali‘ al- ‘Arifin .
Asarzadegan, in "A Review of the Works of Qasem Ali Qayeni, the 11th-Century AH Mathematician
and Astronomer, and an Examination of the Content of His Astrolabe Treatises," reviews Qayeni's
works on astrolabes but mentions neither his biography nor Matali‘ al- ‘Arifin among his numerous
works. Khayrandish also makes no reference to Matali ‘ al- ‘Arifin in his two works. It is worth noting

that the present research, for the first time, identifies, introduces, and examines the formal, structural,
and content aspects of the newly found manuscript of Matali* al- ‘Arifin . The title of this treatise has
likely not appeared in any biographical sources, catalogs, classifications, biographies, or even recent
studies, making its introduction and examination entirely innovative.

The manuscript of the newly discovered treatise Matali ‘ al- ‘Arifin , numbered 785, is housed in the
library of the Hawza Ilmiyya of Hazrat Wali Asr in Khansar and is the only known copy of this book.
This manuscript is in Persian, written in Naskh script with eleven lines per page, and likely copied in
the early 12th century AH. The paper measures 10x16 cm and consists of 195 folios. Titles and
underlines on certain phrases are written in red ink. The binding is simple brown goatskin with a
single flap, and certain indications suggest that this binding is a later addition. The folios are
connected via a "rekabeh" (spine). Margins indicate that the text has been collated and corrected.

Like other treatises in the field of theology, this one draws upon Quranic verses, hadiths of the Prophet
(PBUH), narrations from the Infallible Imams (AS), and Arabic words and phrases, demonstrating
Qayeni's familiarity with Arabic language and literature, as well as his sufficient mastery of the Quran,
hadiths, and narrations. Although Matali® al-‘Arifin is not an extensive treatise, Qayeni has
endeavored to concisely present the most important prevalent topics in theoretical philosophy and
theology among theologians, while also addressing the beliefs of various Islamic and non-Islamic
sects. The introduction to the treatise is organized into three chapters. The first chapter is titled "That
Religious Belief According to the Wise Man's Doctrine Attaches Once to Action and Once to His
Belief." In the first chapter, Qayeni provides a brief overview of the history of theology and other
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rational and transmitted sciences, offering a definition for each. In the second chapter, following the
preliminaries of the first, he addresses the foundations of theology and "existence and essence." In the
third chapter, he discusses "conception and assent." After these three chapters, he proceeds to the main
chapters of the treatise, comprising twenty sections. The list of chapters is as follows:

Chapter One: This chapter concerns the five senses. Chapter Two: On truthful reports and the reports
of the Messenger. Chapter Three: On the cause that is intellect, namely the faculty of the soul by
which it becomes capable of perceptions and knowledge. Chapter Four: That God Almighty is not an
accident, in four sections; Chapter Five: The issuance of flawless actions indicates the existence of
knowledge and power, [Chapter Six: Missing], Chapter Seven: On creation, namely bringing the non-
existent from non-existence into the realm of existence, in two sections. Chapter Eight: On the vision
of God Almighty, in two sections; Chapter Nine: Among the people, whether God Almighty is the
creator of actions or not? In three sections; Chapter Ten: Is sustenance halal or haram because it is
sustenance? In one section; Chapter Eleven: On punishment, namely the punishment of the grave, in
one section; Chapter Twelve: On resurrection; Chapter Thirteen: That weighing is true, namely the
scale; Chapter Fourteen: That the Book is true, in two sections. Chapter Fifteen: That the Path is true;
Chapter Sixteen: On Paradise and Hell; Chapter Seventeen: That God Almighty does not forgive
polytheists; Chapter Eighteen: That some say punishment for minor sins is permissible; Chapter
Nineteen: Among the people, regarding prophethood, that some say it is wisdom; in one section;
Chapter Twenty: Among the Ummat, that the miracles of saints exist. In three sections. Qayeni has
elaborated on these important topics in detail.

Furthermore, in Matali® al- ‘Arifin , the views of the Mu'tazilites, Ash'arites, Maturidites, divine
philosophers, principles of Shia doctrine, as well as Sunnis, Samaniyyah, and Sophists are explained.
This indicates that Qayeni was familiar with the ideas of these sects and their thinkers. In some cases,
while explaining and interpreting a topic, he presents critiques and opinions through critical and
argumentative methods with phrases like "The answer is that...," alerting the reader that Qayeni has
not merely quoted the views and beliefs of previous theologians but offers his own opinions and
analyses on various subjects, or sometimes synthesizes all opinions. It appears that Qayeni remained
faithful to the theological method of Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi, borrowing from his book Tajrid al-
I'tigad in discussions, while also drawing from the theological thoughts prevailing in the Safavid era
after Mulla Sadra and Muhammad Amin Astarabadi. Mulla Sadra's method, which integrated
Peripatetic and Illuminationist approaches in theology, philosophy, and mysticism, is somewhat
evident in the treatise Matali * al- ‘Arifin . In general, theologians of the Safavid period after Astarabadi
and Mulla Sadra were divided into two groups: Akhbari and philosophical theologians, each producing
new writings in the form of commentaries and summaries of ancient theologians' works, influenced by
their own theological approaches and methods. In an overall assessment, Matali ‘ al- ‘Arifin can be
considered among those philosophical and theological works of the Safavid era that explain the views
of both transmitted and rational approaches.

In conclusion, treatises of this kind make the trends and endeavors in Shia theological-philosophical
scholarship after Mulla Sadra, in the final years of the Safavid era, clearer and more evident, aiding in
understanding the intellectual fluctuations of that time and the ups and downs in the thoughts of lesser-
known scholars and ulama of that era.
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Islamic civilization, as one of the main centers of scientific and
civilizational developments in the third to tenth centuries AH/ninth to
sixteenth centuries AD, played an unparalleled role in the collection,
development, and dissemination of world knowledge. In a large part of
the eastern lands and during the aforementioned period, Islamic
civilization not only preserved the heritage of the Greek, Indian, Iranian,
and Roman civilizations, but also led to the production of new knowledge
with remarkable innovations. Among them, the knowledge of geography
and cartography, as one of the valuable achievements of this civilization,
has a special place. Islamic cartography, by intelligently adapting the
knowledge of its predecessors and being fully aware of geographical
sources such as Ptolemy's Almagest, and combining it with new findings
in the form of different styles and schools of map drawing, quickly
became a leading field in the science of cartography and left a rich legacy
for other civilizations. After the Middle Ages, Europeans, motivated by
the discovery of new lands, needed accurate and scientific maps and
geographical texts, and they were able to obtain a large part of them from
the scientific geographical capital of Muslims. The turning point of this
civilizational shift occurred on the island of "Sicily", although Europe
had been familiar with Muslim geographical works for a century or two
earlier. This study, using the method of historical research and
comparative analysis, aims to examine the role and impact of cartography
during the Islamic period on modern European cartography, and analyzes
the status of cartography in both civilizational areas and the process and
ways of transferring cartographic knowledge from the East (Islam) to the
West (Europe). This study highlights the importance of cultural and
scientific interactions between civilizations and shows that Islamic
cartography is one of the foundations of modern European cartography.

Cite this The Author (s): Faridi Majid, F.,(2025). The Cartographic Heritage of Islamic Lands, in European
Cartography, Historical Sci https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8480-0707ences Studies, Vol.17, No 1, Serial No.40 —

Sirini- Summer: (179-202) DOI: 10.22059/jhss.2025.389522.473777
.: 8B Publisher Unversity of Tehran

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article 104169.html?lang=en


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7062-6488
mailto:f.faridi.m@gmail.com
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104169.html?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104169.html?lang=en
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7062-6488�
https://creativecommons.org/�
https://creativecommons.org/�

180 Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.17, No 1, Serial No.40 —Spring- Summer 2025

1. Introduction

Islamic civilization has been one of the main centers of human civilizational and scientific
developments, the domain, legacy, and transmission of the civilizations of Greece, India, Iran,
and Rome. One of the special aspects of Islamic civilization is the geographical writings that
emerged in a vast territory of India, Iran, the Arabian Peninsula, Damascus, Egypt, and
Andalusia, and are full of descriptions of regions, new geographical discoveries, charts, maps,
etc. The knowledge of Islamic cartography became a leading science by intelligently adapting
and adding new findings. After the Renaissance, with Europe leading the field of sciences,
cartography was also made available to European scientists in various ways and formed the
foundations of modern cartography. This transmission not only included the transmission of
data and cartographic techniques, but also included scientific concepts and methods. Examining
the process of transmission and analyzing the mutual influences between Islamic civilization
and medieval Europe is a topic that requires in-depth and comparative research.

Modern science in the West began with an effort to utilize and understand traditional sources
and works; an approach that, like the Islamic world, led them into a widespread translation
movement. In this process, Europe was directly confronted with Arabic works, and there was no
other way but to translate these works into Latin. The oldest translations from Arabic were
related to the fields of mathematics and cosmology. At the time when Constantine the African
began the first translations in the years 1065-1085 AD, the Islamic world was at the peak of its
prosperity. Following the European need for the scientific achievements of Muslims, the need
for translators such as John of Seville, Gerardus of Cremontis, etc., was felt in the 12th century
AD, and the European translation movement was formed. Among the authors whose works
were translated from Arabic into Latin was Ptolemy. In 1175, Cremontis translated Syntaxis
Mathematica, which was called Al-Majsati in Arabic, into Latin (Decker, 2021: 3/92). Muslims
developed Ptolemy's geographical system and formed the Greco-Islamic school of seven worlds
(Ganji and Anvari, 2011). Islamic knowledge of geography and cartography was translated into
Latin and made available to Europeans during the translation movement, a movement that also
occurred in other great civilizations (Rasuli-Bayrami, 2007: 19). Transfer of cartographic
knowledge from the Ptolemaic world to the Islamic world certainly occurred, and during the
Middle Ages, the tradition of cartography continued from Islamic lands (Manning and Owen,
2018: 57), evolved, and was integrated with Muslim knowledge, and this new knowledge
became the basis of modern European cartography.

The aim of this research is to examine the role and impact of cartography during the Islamic
period on modern European cartography and to explain how cartographic knowledge was
transferred to Europe as a scientific heritage and its impact on the formation of modern
cartography. Numerous studies have examined the role of Islamic civilization in the
development of science. George Sarton, in an introduction to the history of science, emphasizes
the role of Muslims in collecting and developing the knowledge of their ancestors as a bridge
between ancient and modern civilizations. David King, in his book Maps of Heaven and Earth
in Islamic Civilization, points out the impact of Islamic geography on European geography and
shows how Muslim geographical knowledge was transferred to Europe through translations and
cultural contacts.

The issue of the transfer of knowledge and scientific capital of Islamic cartography has not been
a research topic. Among the studies that have addressed Islamic and Christian cartography (and
not the issue of knowledge transfer) is the book Cartography between Christian Europe and the
Arabic-Islamic World, 1100-1500, by Alfred Hitt (2021), which examines the cartographic
similarities between the Christian world of Europe and the Islamic world in the Middle Ages
through articles by scholars on this subject. Some references to the transfer of this knowledge
can be found in the margins of the main topics of some studies. Riahi (1960) in the introduction
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to the book Jahannameh, and Yousef Kamal (1987) in the book Monumenta cartographica
Africae et Aegypti, and Franz Tessner (1996) in the book Transfer of Geographical Knowledge
of India, Iran and Greece, have made references to this issue, along with introducing some
maps. The article by Ganji and Anvari (1991), entitled “Maps and Mapping in Islamic
Civilization,” considers Islamic maps to be the main source of modern European cartography.

It is obvious that Islamic civilization was not only a bridge between ancient and modern
civilizations, but also played a decisive role in the formation of modern science by producing
new knowledge. The aim of this research is to focus on Islamic cartography and its influence on
modern European cartography, and to provide a better understanding of scientific and cultural
interactions between civilizations by filling research gaps in this field.
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1. Isidore of Seville.

2. Cosmas Indicopleustes.
3. Saint Jerome.

4. Eusebius.
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1. Marino Sanudo.
2 .Liber secretorum.
3. Pietro Vesconte.
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Figure 3. World Map. Drawn by: Pietro Vesconte (1317-1320 AD). Location:
Vatican Library

Source: Bodleian Library, Tanner Manuscript, No. 190
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Figure 4. Al-Ma'muniyya Map. Drawn by: Attributed to Al-Kindi and Al-Sarakhsi
3rd century AH / 9th century AD. Presented for comparison with the map by Pietro
Vesconte (Anvari, 2011: 27).
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The apparent tolerance of government leaders with Christian missionaries in
Iran goes back to the Safavid period. The Qajar kings, who followed the
Safavids in religious practice and profession and were famous for religious
orientation, did not oppose the presence and activities of individual Christian
missionaries such as Henry Martin, Joseph Wolf, etc. in Iran from the beginning.
The presence and activities of foreign missionaries in Iran during the Qajar era
is one of the important topics in the social and religious history of Iran. Qajar
Iran was the destination of many Christian missionaries, and during this period,
French, English, German, Russian, etc. missionaries spread Christianity in many
areas of Iran in different ways. Now, in this Period among the evangelizing
groups that entered Iran from the middle of the Qajar period, the American
evangelizing missions were the first Protestant missionary groups that started
evangelizing in Iran. One of the most important issues about the American
missions has been the way the Qajar government officials deal with the
members of these missions. The current research seeks to investigate the
encounter of Qajar courtiers, including kings, ministers, local governors,
military leaders, princes, etc., with the American missionaries and their
activities, relying on the the descriptive-analytical method and citing library
sources. The results of the research show that the confrontation between Qajar
leaders and American missionaries is divided into two types: interactive and
confrontational. In this way, each of the Qajar officials showed different
behaviors and supported or opposed them according to the prevailing conditions,
interests, interest in modernity, the type of action of the American missionaries
towards the Muslims, etc. Also, the level of interaction and cooperation of the
Qajar officials was more than their opposition and confrontation with the
American missionaries. This caused the expansion of the activities of the
American mission and their long-term presence in Iran.
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1. Introduction

During the Qajar era in Iran, we witness the presence and activities of various Christian
missionary groups who entered the country from Europe and America. Among these groups,
American missionary organizations held a special position, as they were the first Protestant
groups to officially begin their missionary activities in Iran. These activities not only targeted
Christian minorities but gradually expanded to include Muslims, eliciting varied reactions
from Qajar governmental authorities. Examining the Qajar officials' encounters with these
missionary groups, particularly the Americans, is a subject of significant historical, cultural,
and political importance. This interaction was sometimes marked by tolerance and
cooperation, while at other times, it involved confrontation and opposition. This article,
relying on a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library resources, investigates this
encounter and analyzes the factors influencing it.

The presence of Christian missionary groups in Iran dates back to the Safavid era. During that
period, despite emphasizing Shiism as the official religion, Safavid kings adopted a tolerant
approach toward religious minorities, including Christians. This approach continued into the
Qajar period. Qajar monarchs, especially in the early years of their rule, influenced by Safavid
traditions, maintained a conciliatory stance toward Christians and missionary groups. This
tolerance was also evident in their dealings with American missionary organizations.
American missionaries entered Iran during the mid-Qajar period and gradually expanded their
activities across various regions of the country, particularly among Christian minorities.

The Qajar officials' interactions with American missionary groups can be broadly categorized
into two types: cooperative and confrontational. These interactions were influenced by
various factors, including political conditions, personal interests, an inclination toward
modernity, and the nature of the missionaries' activities. In some cases, Qajar officials
supported the missionaries due to their interest in progress and modernity. In other instances,
however, they opposed them out of concern for the impact of proselytization on the Muslim
community.

During the reign of Mohammad Shah Qajar, American missionary groups were met with
relative acceptance. Mohammad Shah and his prime minister, Hajji Mirza Aqasi, due to their
Sufi inclinations and religious tolerance, created a relatively open environment for missionary
activities. This cooperative approach continued in later periods, particularly among certain
princes and local governors who, driven by an interest in modernity and progress,
collaborated with the missionaries. For example, Malek Qasim Mirza, a Qajar prince, was a
key supporter of American missionary groups in Azerbaijan. He not only supported their
educational and missionary activities but also assisted them in resolving their issues.
However, not all Qajar officials held a positive view of American missionary groups. In later
periods, especially during the reigns of Naser al-Din Shah and Mozaffar al-Din Shah, as
missionary activities expanded among Muslims, sensitivities increased, and some Qajar
officials began to oppose these groups. For instance, Asgar Ali Khan Afshar, a local governor,
opposed the activities of missionary groups due to concerns about their impact on the Muslim
community. Similarly, Mirza Saeed Khan Mo'tamen al-Molk, the then foreign minister,
sought to restrict missionary activities due to his religious conservatism.

The Qajar officials' interactions with American missionary groups were influenced by
multiple factors. One such factor was the political and international context. Qajar officials
were well aware of the support European countries provided to missionary groups and
understood that any hostile action against them could serve as a pretext for foreign
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intervention. On the other hand, some Qajar officials' interest in modernity and progress also
played a role in their cooperative approach toward the missionaries. These officials believed
that the educational and medical activities of the missionaries could contribute to Iran's
development.

In conclusion, the Qajar officials' encounters with American missionary groups were a mix of
cooperation and confrontation. While some officials supported these groups due to their
interest in modernity and progress, others opposed them out of concern for the effects of
proselytization on the Muslim community. Nevertheless, the predominant approach of Qajar
officials toward American missionary groups was positive, which facilitated their long-term
presence and the expansion of their activities in Iran. This interaction not only reflects the
complexity of Iran's relations with the outside world during the Qajar era but also highlights
the internal transformations and challenges Iranian society faced in its encounter with
modernity and the Western world.
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1. Introduction

The Imittu system represents one of the most sophisticated contractual mechanisms in Achaemenid
Babylonia's agricultural estate management. This research examines three cuneiform contracts from
the Musayev collection, dated to the 21st year of Darius I (501 BCE), focusing on date palm garden
management under the crown prince's estates. These contracts, written in Akkadian, provide
invaluable insights into the economic and administrative structures of the Achaemenid Empire's
property management system in Mesopotamia. The term "imittu" refers to a fixed or assessed
estimation system used to determine crop yields in advance, representing a departure from traditional
rental arrangements based on actual harvest shares.

The importance of understanding the Imittu system lies in its role as a bridge between local
Babylonian administrative traditions and the broader imperial management needs of the Achaemenid
dynasty. Unlike other leasing arrangements prevalent in the period, such as the "ana sti" (fixed rent)
or "ana erréSuti" (sharecropping) systems, the Imittu contracts for date palm cultivation offered a
unique approach to agricultural management that balanced predictability with efficiency. This study
employs cuneiform text analysis, comparative methodology, and quantitative analysis to investigate
how the Imittu system functioned, its relationship to property size and obligations, and its role in the
broader economic-administrative structure of Achaemenid Babylonia.

The Imittu System in Context

In the complex landscape of Babylonian land tenure during the Achaemenid period, lease agreements
constituted one of the most advanced legal-economic structures in ancient Mesopotamian agricultural
societies. Rental payments typically fell into three categories: cash payments (in silver shekels),
payments in kind (usually barley and dates), or a combination of both. The first type, "ana siti,"
involved fixed rent specified in absolute figures within the contract. The second type, "ana errésuti,"
primarily concerned sharecropping arrangements for grain cultivation, where tenants delivered a
specific portion of the harvest as rent. However, neither of these systems adequately addressed the
unique characteristics of date palm cultivation, which led to the development and widespread adoption
of the Imittu system.The Imittu contracts differed fundamentally from other arrangements in their
approach to determining obligations. Rather than setting a fixed rent independent of crop yield or
waiting until harvest to divide the actual produce, the Imittu system involved estimating the harvest
from date palm trees in advance and establishing the landowner's share according to customary law.
This pre-assessment included the main harvest portion and, in some cases, potentially the entire
harvest minus the gardener's wage (sissinnu). Additionally, gardeners typically retained rights to
cultivate crops beneath the palm trees or at least claim a portion of such intercropped produce, creating
a layered agricultural system that maximized land productivity.The three contracts from the Musayev
collection reveal a sophisticated three-tiered management structure governing royal estates. At the
apex stood the administrator of the crown prince's estates, followed by the executive manager (often
designated as "GAL E" or estate overseer), and finally the actual harvesters or contractors who bore
responsibility for delivering the estimated yield. This hierarchical organization demonstrates the
administrative complexity and systematic control exercised over royal agricultural properties.The
quantitative analysis of these documents reveals clear patterns in the relationship between estimated
yields and garden sizes. The estimated date production ranged from 18 to 100 kur (with one kur
equaling approximately 180 liters during the Achaemenid period), proportional to garden areas
spanning from 0.56 to 3.128 kur of land. This proportional relationship suggests the existence of
standardized calculation methods and assessment criteria, indicating that estate managers possessed
detailed knowledge of productivity rates and could make reliable projections about harvest
outcomes.Beyond the primary date production estimates, the contracts stipulated additional obligations
that further illuminate the system's complexity. These included silver payments ranging from 1 to 2
shekels and, in some instances, deliveries of sheep. Such supplementary obligations were calculated
based on the primary estimated yield, suggesting a comprehensive assessment methodology that
encompassed multiple dimensions of agricultural value and estate obligations.
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The timing of contract execution and delivery requirements reveals careful coordination with the
natural production cycle of date palms. Contracts were typically drawn up in the month of Tashritu
(roughly September-October), while delivery was specified for Arahsamnu (October-November),
aligning precisely with the date harvest season in ancient Mesopotamia. This synchronization between
contractual obligations and agricultural cycles demonstrates sophisticated planning and understanding
of crop phenology.

Delivery specifications frequently referenced waterways, indicating the critical role of Babylonia's
extensive canal network in agricultural logistics. The requirement to deliver produce "beside the great
waters" or at specific canal locations reflects the integration of agricultural production with the
region's hydraulic infrastructure and transportation systems. This logistical coordination was essential
for moving large quantities of dates from rural production sites to urban consumption centers or
storage facilities.

The contracts' legal framework is evident in their formulaic structure, witness lists, and use of
standardized terminology. The presence of multiple witnesses, identified by name and patronymic,
established the documents' legal validity and enforceability. Witness names reveal the multicultural
composition of Achaemenid Babylonian society, combining traditional Babylonian-Akkadian names
with Aramaic and Jewish elements, reflecting the demographic diversity of the region under Persian
rule.

The use of the "crown prince's measure”" as a standard unit of calculation indicates the imposition of
royal standards on local agricultural production, representing an assertion of imperial authority over
measurement systems and commercial practices. This standardization facilitated record-keeping,
taxation, and the comparison of productivity across different estates and regions, contributing to more
efficient imperial administration.

Conclusion

The examination of these three Imittu contracts from the Musayev collection illuminates crucial
aspects of royal estate management in Achaemenid Babylonia. These documents, drafted in 501 BCE,
demonstrate that the Imittu system transcended simple crop estimation to function as an efficient tool
for economic management and production planning within the imperial structure. The three-tiered
administrative hierarchy, encompassing the crown prince's estate administrator, executive manager,
and harvesters, reflects the sophisticated organizational framework governing royal property
management.

The proportional relationship between estimated yields and garden areas, coupled with precise
specification of supplementary obligations, indicates the existence of standardized criteria and
accurate calculations within this system. The timing of contract preparation in Tashritu and the
specification of delivery dates in Arahsamnu reveal precise coordination with date palm production
cycles. The presence of numerous witnesses and the employment of standardized measures like the
"crown prince's measure" underscore these contracts' legal and official dimensions.

Furthermore, the combination of Babylonian-Akkadian and Aramaic-Jewish names in these
documents provides a window into the multicultural society of Achaemenid Babylonia, where local
Babylonian administrative traditions merged with Achaemenid imperial management systems. These
findings establish that the Imittu system played a vital role in the efficient management of agricultural
resources and revenue generation for the royal treasury, serving as a bridge between local traditions
and imperial requirements. The system's success lay in its ability to provide predictable revenue
streams while accommodating the unique characteristics of date palm cultivation, ultimately
contributing to the economic stability and administrative efficiency of the Achaemenid Empire's
Babylonian territories.
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During the Sasanian period, population movements-including wartime captives
and state-organized resettlements-played an important role in shaping the
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conditions for regular taxation, strengthened central authority, and increased
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1. Introduction

In the Sasanian period, population relocations—whether through the transfer of war captives
or organized governmental migrations—constituted a central policy aimed at advancing
economic development, state revenue, and administrative efficiency. These relocations played
a decisive role in shaping the economic structure of the empire, particularly in agriculture,
urban development, trade, and taxation.

The present study examines how the Sasanian rulers strategically used population movements
to consolidate resources, mobilize labor, and expand the tax base, highlighting the direct link
between demographic policies and economic growth. By relocating skilled and unskilled
populations to areas under royal control, the Sasanians could both cultivate previously
underutilized lands and establish new urban centers that functioned as hubs for trade,
production, and taxation.

The redistribution of populations facilitated the implementation of agricultural reforms,
construction of irrigation networks, roads, and bridges, and the creation of cities such as
Gundeshapur, Bishapur, and Weh-Antiyukh-Khosrow. These cities not only served as
administrative and military centers but also as sources of fiscal revenue, enabling the central
government to increase tax collection efficiency and strengthen economic oversight.

In particular, fertile regions such as the Shushan plain were critical in generating state
income. The Sasanians implemented large-scale projects including ganats, dams, and roads,
which were carried out using the expertise of relocated populations, including engineers,
craftsmen, and other skilled laborers, often drawn from war captives of Roman and other
origins. The presence of these specialized labor groups accelerated urbanization and
agricultural productivity, directly contributing to higher yields and increased land taxes.
Moreover, the strategic settlement of foreign artisans, merchants, and farmers in new cities
ensured the emergence of diverse economic activities and strengthened the fiscal foundation
of the Sasanian state.

Taxation policies were closely intertwined with these population movements. By
concentrating relocated populations in areas under direct royal control, the government could
enforce tax regulations more effectively and ensure regular revenue flows. Agricultural and
industrial outputs from these settlements not only bolstered the empire’s finances but also
reinforced the central authority’s capacity to maintain economic and political stability.
Evidence suggests that Sasanian rulers, particularly in the early period, viewed population
transfers as both a means to enhance the tax base and a mechanism to support large-scale
economic projects without the prohibitive costs that would have arisen from relying solely on
local labor. In certain cases, the administration even imposed higher tax obligations on
relocated communities to meet fiscal demands, particularly during periods of military
campaigns, demonstrating the direct connection between demographic strategies and state
revenue.

Overall, the relocation of populations during the Sasanian era was a multifaceted economic
policy designed to optimize labor distribution, enhance agricultural and urban productivity,
and increase fiscal income. These measures underscore the central role of population
management in Sasanian economic planning and reveal how the state integrated demographic
strategies with infrastructural, agricultural, and fiscal policies to consolidate imperial power
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and ensure long-term economic sustainability. The study illustrates that population relocation

was not merely a political or military tool but a deliberate economic strategy that underpinned

the empire’s prosperity and administrative cohesion.
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1. Introduction
This study examines the origin and meaning of the coin legend 'I’st' (transliterated as rast) on
the coinage of several Sasanian kings from the late fourth to the early fifth centuries CE. This
legend, which appears only during a limited historical period under specific conditions, plays a
significant role in understanding the ideological language of the Sasanian monarchy and in
displaying the king’s legitimacy. The central research question is why /’st was used on coins
during this particular period and what political, social, and religious functions it served.
Background and Significance
The Sasanian Empire (224—651 CE) established an ideological system integrating Zoroastrian
religious concepts with political authority. Titles and coin legends were not arbitrarily chosen;
they signified the king’s legitimacy and his position within the political and religious hierarchy.
The appearance of /’st is particularly significant because, unlike common royal titles, it appears
exclusively under certain rulers—most notably Shapur II, Bahram IV, and Yazdegerd I.
In Middle Persian, rast literally means “straight, correct, unbent” and, secondarily, “just” or
“righteous.” In Zoroastrian discourse, it is also associated with the compound rast-denih
(“righteous faith”), which underpins the dualistic differentiation between truth and falsehood.
Accordingly, /’st can denote both the king’s justice and his adherence to Zoroastrian orthodoxy.
Research Objectives
This study aims to:
1. Clarify the semantic range of rast in Avestan, Old Persian, and Middle Persian sources;
2. Analyze the historical and political contexts in which this coin legend was employed;

3. Examine two interpretive hypotheses:
rast as an emphasis on royal justice.
rast as the first element of the compound rast-denih, indicating the king’s religious
righteousness;

4. Demonstrate the continuity of the concept of royal justice from pre-Sasanian traditions to
the Islamic period.
Methodology:
The research is structured around three main axes:
1. Textual sources: Including Achaemenid inscriptions, Pahlavi texts, Kartir’s inscriptions, and
Islamic historical accounts;
2. Numismatic and epigraphic evidence: Analysis of known coinage and prior scholarship
regarding the /’st legend;
3. Historical context: Examination of the political and military conditions under Shapur II to
Yazdegerd I, including internal crises, prolonged wars with Rome, and pressures from eastern
nomadic groups.
Findings:
1. Semantic Dimensions of rast
In Achaemenid royal inscriptions, rast is used in opposition to falsehood and chaos, signifying
truth and justice, and presenting the king as the guarantor of social order and the ultimate judge.
In Zoroastrian texts, the term is applied to divine adjudicators such as Mithra and Rashnu and
appears in compounds such as rah i rast (“the straight path™) and rast-dénih (“righteous faith”),
acquiring moral and religious significance. During the Sasanian period, the king, beyond his
political and military roles, functioned as the supreme judge and guarantor of justice. Therefore,
the /’st legend communicates not only the king’s ethical and religious qualities but also his
status as the final authority in societal judgment. This usage reflects continuity with pre-
Sasanian traditions while highlighting the king’s elevated role as arbiter in Sasanian society;
2. Historical Context of Coinage
In the late fourth and early fifth centuries, political crises, protracted wars with Rome, and
pressures from eastern tribes weakened royal authority and increased the king’s reliance on the
support of the Zoroastrian clergy and broader religious communities. Minting coins with the /’s¢
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legend served as a deliberate instrument to convey the king’s legitimacy, his role as guarantor of
justice and social order, and his commitment to religious orthodoxy;

3. Two Primary Interpretive Hypotheses

Royal Justice: Kings portrayed themselves as guarantors of order, law, and justice, aligning with
Achaemenid precedents and Hellenistic influences, where titles such as Dikaios (“the just”)
were struck on coins.

Religious Righteousness: The legend may also represent the first element of rast-denih,
emphasizing the king’s adherence to Zoroastrian faith and alliance with the clergy, thus
reinforcing his religious legitimacy;

4. Continuity in Later Periods

After the fall of the Sasanian Empire, Muslim governors and rulers in eastern Iran minted coins
inscribed with ‘Adl (“justice”). This demonstrates that the concept of justice—whether
expressed as rast under the Sasanians or ‘Adl/ under Islamic rule—remained a central standard
of political legitimacy. The /’st legend represents a remarkable example of the interconnection
between ideology, religion, and politics in pre-Islamic Iran, with a legacy that persisted into
subsequent periods.

Discussion and Conclusion

The coin legend /’st marks a significant development in Sasanian ideological expression.
Whether indicating royal justice or religious righteousness, it positioned the king as guarantor of
social order, supreme judge, and protector of the Zoroastrian faith. Through this legend, coinage
gained public trust, secured clerical support, and reinforced political legitimacy. The persistence
of this tradition in Islamic coinage highlights the enduring centrality of justice as a criterion for
authority in Iranian political thought. Ultimately, the /’st legend exemplifies the sophisticated
integration of ideology, religion, and political authority in the Sasanian world, with a lasting
influence on subsequent periods.
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