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At the beginning of the 21st century, one of China's most important concerns
was its urgent need for energy resources to sustain its economic development. In
2001, when China joined the World Trade Organization, Beijing's desire to
engage with the international community and be present on the world economic
scene doubled, adopting a variety of approaches in its foreign policy. These
new approaches along with other policies brought numerous political-economic
achievements to China. The "realism" approach was one of the strategies in
which China was able to pursue its long-term goals in the Persian Gulf.
Therefore, the purpose of this article is to understand the realist approach in
China's foreign policy and its purpose is to examine the impact of this approach
on China's success in interacting with the Persian Gulf. This article seeks to
answer this main question: "What have been the achievements of China since
the beginning of the 21st century, through adopting Realism in forign policy?
The hypothesis of this article is based on the fact that at the beginning of the
21st century, China tried to expand its interaction with the Persian Gulf
countries in the form of various projects by inclining towards a realistic
approach, and participating in international forums related to the Persian Gulf, it
advanced its political and economic goals, which were to receive energy,
dominate the regional markets, and maintain the security of their resources and
interests. Findings of this article suggests that China's foreign policy in the
Persian Gulf is a prime example of a pragmatic and calculated realism that
Beijing has developed under the guise of multilateral economic diplomacy. This
article presents its findings by collecting library information and internet
resources in a descriptive-analytical method, and then draws conclusions.
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1.Introduction

In the 21st century, the People's Republic of China, to secure the energy required for its rapid
economic development, has been compelled to redefine its position in the international system,
particularly in the Persian Gulf. This region, as the beating heart of global energy, holding over 60%
of the world's oil reserves and 40% of its gas reserves, has consistently been an arena for competition
among great powers. The central question is: how has China managed to establish its presence and
secure its national interests in this sensitive region without becoming directly entangled in military
rivalries? The answer can be found in the discourse of "pragmatic realism" in China's foreign policy.
This article aims to dissect the dimensions of this approach and analyze how Beijing has employed it
in the Persian Gulf. The significance of this research is threefold. First, it highlights the vital role of
energy in sustaining China's economic miracle; since 2017, the country has been the world's largest oil
importer, sourcing half of its imports from the Persian Gulf. Any instability in this region directly
threatens China's national and economic security. Second, the Persian Gulf is the domain of the
traditional power, the United States. China's engagement with this region serves as a test of its
capacity to manage potential conflicts and offer an alternative model in international relations. Third,
China's policy in the Persian Gulf is a tangible example of the application of the theories of "Peaceful
Development" and "A Community with a Shared Future for Mankind," the success of which offers
important lessons for international relations analysts. The theme of realism in China's foreign policy is
significant from both theoretical and practical perspectives. Theoretically, it aids our understanding of
how a non-Western power localizes international relations theories. Chinese realism is not merely an
objectivist adoption of the Morgenthau school; rather, it is a blend of national interest calculations
with China's unique cultural values and constraints. Practically, analyzing this approach is essential for
regional actors and other global powers to predict China's behavior and calibrate their strategies, as it
helps to better comprehend the implications of China's influence on the balance of power in the
Middle East.

2.Literature Review and Background

The study of China's foreign policy in the Persian Gulf has expanded over the past two decades and
can be categorized into several groups: Realist studies that focus on power calculations, securing
national interests (energy and the security of shipping lanes), and efforts to balance against U.S.
influence. Some utilize the concept of "commercial realism," where economics is the primary
instrument of power. Constructivist studies emphasize the role of identity and discourses such as "win-
win diplomacy" and "Peaceful Development," analyzing China's behavior beyond a purely power-
centric logic. Economic and commercial studies analyze investments in energy, infrastructure, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), and the growth of trade exchanges. Security and regional studies examine
limited military cooperation, anti-piracy efforts, and China's perspective on crises like Iran's nuclear
program and the Yemen war, or focus on China's relations with key regional countries like Saudi
Arabia and Iran. The gap in the existing literature is the systematic focus on integrating these various
dimensions within the framework of a Chinese "pragmatic and calculated realism." This paper aims to
fill this gap by providing a comprehensive analysis. This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method with a qualitative approach. Data were gathered through library research from reputable
sources: Primary sources include official Chinese government documents, statements from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, speeches, official trade and energy statistics, and cooperation agreements.
Secondary sources comprise books, academic articles, think tank reports, and analyses from credible
media outlets. After collection, content analysis was used to extract themes related to the realist
approach, which were then analyzed within the theoretical framework of realism (national interest,
power, balancing), considering the characteristics of the Chinese model. A historical analysis was also
used to examine the evolution of China's actions since the beginning of the 21st century. The
hypothesis of this paper is that by leaning towards a pragmatic realist approach, China has expanded
its engagement with Persian Gulf countries through diverse political, economic, and security
initiatives, thereby advancing its primary objectives—ensuring sustainable energy supply, dominating
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regional markets, and securing the safety of its shipping lanes—with minimal cost and tension. China's
success is attributed to the shrewd application of economic instruments within a realist calculation of
regional opportunities and constraints.

3.Findings

The findings indicate that China's foreign policy in the Persian Gulf is a prime example of practical
realism, developed under the guise of multilateral economic diplomacy. Evidence for this claim
includes: Securing Energy Supply: China's oil imports from the region have grown from 1.5 million
barrels per day in 2000 to over 5 million in 2023. By signing long-term contracts and investing in
upstream and downstream energy sectors in countries like Saudi Arabia, Iran, and the UAE, Beijing
has created a mutual dependency that enhances supply security. Institutional Engagement: By actively
participating in regional forums and creating new platforms like the "China-Arab States Cooperation
Forum" and the "China-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Strategic Dialogue," China has established
an institutional framework to advance its goals. These bodies allow China to act outside of Western-
dominated structures.Infrastructure and Trade Dominance: The Persian Gulf plays a pivotal role in the
China-Gulf-Mediterranean economic corridor. China's massive investments in ports (such as Dugm
Port in Oman) and logistics networks have created more secure trade routes and increased Beijing's
economic influence and political leverage in the region. Balanced Regional Diplomacy: China has
successfully managed its simultaneous relationships with regional rivals like Saudi Arabia and Iran.
This "balanced policy," based on prioritizing economic interests and avoiding ideological disputes,
allows Beijing to maintain relations with all parties. The recent China-brokered agreement between
Iran and Saudi Arabia is the ultimate example of this strategy's success. Minimal Security Footprint:
Unlike the United States, China has avoided bearing the exorbitant costs of a military presence in the
region. Instead, by providing limited security assistance (e.g., sales of defensive weapons) and
participating in anti-piracy operations, it has maintained a minimal security footprint. This logic is
perfectly consistent with the cost-benefit calculation of an economic realism.

4.Conclusion

China's foreign policy in the Persian Gulf in the 21st century is the embodiment of a pragmatic realism
in which economic tools are wielded as the primary instruments of power. By correctly understanding
its national interest priorities (energy-based economic development) and its own limitations (an
unwillingness for direct confrontation with the U.S.), Beijing has adopted a multi-dimensional, hybrid
strategy combining energy diplomacy, infrastructure investment, institutional partnership, and
diplomatic balancing. China's achievements are significant: becoming the primary trading partner for
many regional countries, creating mutual economic dependency, enhancing energy security, and
elevating its status to a key player in the Persian Gulf's political equations. However, future
challenges, including intensifying competition with the United States, internal instabilities within
regional countries, and growing expectations for a greater security role, will pose difficult tests for the
continued success of this realist model.
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One of the most significant discussion in history science is examination, and critique
of historians' historiography and the extent and manner in which they utilize
theological rules of theology and religious belief. when history and theology conflict
some of these historians set aside history in favor of theology. Undoubtedly, every
historian can use theological data as evidence and proof alongside other historical
evidences, reasons and documents but the problem of some historians is that they
consider theology and beliefs as definitive and final document, denying or justifying
any historical report that conflicts with their beliefs, and attack the narrators of these
reports under the pretext of Shiism. One of these theological rules that some Sunni
historians have relied on in their historiography and have denied or justified all
historical documents in favor of it is the rule of "being a companion". The aim of
this research is to examine the extent and nature of the influence of this theological
rule on the historiography of two groups of contemporary Sunni historians and to
criticize it. Contemporary Sunni historians are divided into two groups in relying on
theological rules or relying on historical documents. For the first group, who are
called historians, Taha Husein and Abulala AlMaududi have been selected. For the
second group, we have selected Muhammad Sallabi and Munir Ghadban as
theologian-historians. The main research question: To what extent have historians
and theologians-historians used the rule of "being a companion" and what are the
consequences of using this rule? The method of this research is descriptive-
analytical and comparative. Some results obtained are: Historians have not benefited
from this rule, but theologian-historians, instead of relying on historical evidence,
have benefited this rule as a definitive reason, evidence and document, therefore
they have not been able to present an objective, scientific and refined history.
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Introduction

There are two different approaches in analyzing historical events. Some historians, relying
solely on the history, try to shed light on the darkness of past events, refining their minds and
consciences from religious, theological, and theological attachments, and focus solely on
historical data, documents, evidences, and reports. Others, who see historical accounts in
conflict with their religious and theological beliefs rely on the theology and its data, justifying
historical data and documents, or attempting to deny them. Undoubtedly, every historian can
use theological data as evidence and proof or documents alongside other historical documents
and reasons, but the problem of these historians is that they consider theology and beliefs as
definitive and final evidence and document, denying or justifying any historical report,
evidence and document that conflicts with it, and attack the narrators of these reports under
the pretext of Shiism. One of these theological rules that some Sunni historians have relied on
in their historiography and have denied or justify all historical documents in favor of it is the
rule of "being a companion". For the first group, who are called historians, Taha Husein and
Abulala Almaududi have been selected. For the second group, we have selected Muhammad
Sallabi and Munir Ghadban as theologian-historians.

The objectives of the research are to explain the extent to which historians and theologians-
historians use the rule of being a companion in their historiography, as well as to explain the
consequences of using the rule of "being a companion". The research questions are: To what
extent have historians and theologians-historians used the rule of being a companion in their
historiography, and what is consequences of using the rule of "being a companion"?

The importance of the issue becomes clear when we witness the conflict and disagreement
which has a long history between Islamic sects in modern life and in our lived experience. In
recent years, extremist movements have further fueled these sectarian differences, and
fundamentalist groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS have killed many innocent people. Some of
these historical conflicts and disputes are rooted in the approach of Muslim historians to
history; Because the metahistorical view of the Prophet's companions and the portraying them
as innocent and perfect people and purifying them from any sin have caused some Muslims to
be unable to endure criticizing the companions, and if somebody criticize them they condemn
the critics to death by declaring them as unbeliever. If historians instead of analyzing Islamic
figures with a metahistorical manner and instead of using theological data about these figures
and explore and evaluate and criticize historical data, they can present a more reasonable
picture of the history of Islam and its figures. By understanding each other's historical
approaches and theological foundations and studying and criticizing them without bias, we
can reach a relative understanding and take a few steps forward towards achieving Islamic
unity. This research can be a model for historians and researchers in the field of history to
understand the relationship between history and theology and to recognize the scope of
utilizing theological data in historiography.

The reason for choosing these historians is that each of them has been influential in the
Islamic world in some way. Historians who have a theological approach have constantly
sought to justify the actions of the Companions, especially the rulers, in such a way that they
even justify the actions of persons like Muawiyah and Yazid, and by doing so, they incite
extremist and Salafi movements, hence analyzing and criticizing them is necessary. On other
hand, historians who have a historical approach have been attacked by theologians-historians
to the point the historian like Taha Husein has even been excommunicated, so we have
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selected these historians to explain their viewpoint and compare it with the viewpoint of
theologians-historians.

A search conducted so far has not found any research that discusses the effect of the
theological rule of "being a companion" on the historiography of these four historians, but
some researchers have explained or criticized the views of some of these historians very
briefly:

1. Berri (1998): In a book titled: Taha Husein and the Caliphs, a literary presentation and
criticism of Islamic and Arabic events, in the book Al-Fitnah Al-Kubra and Ali and his sons.
Beri criticizes Taha Husein's view of the caliphs with a theological perspective and accuses
him of not respecting the sanctity of the caliphs and the companions.

2. Al-Awwada (1439): In an article titled The disagreement of Companions Between Al-
Shanqithi's Principle and Muhammad al-Ghadban's Narration, this researcher explains
Muhammad al-Ghadban's historiography. He criticizes Munir al-Ghadban's view about
Companions and calls it unhistorical.

Neither of the two studies above has compared or criticized the historians and theologian-
historians.

Some results obtained: Munir Ghadban and Muhammad Sallabi, instead of using theological
data as a source of history and as evidence they have considered theological rules as the only
final and definitive evidence and document and have denied or justify any historical report
that conflicts with these rules. These historians, with their theological approach to history,
have failed to present an objective, scientific, and factual history, or to be close to the truth.
On the other hand, historical documents, sources, and reports do not confirm the conclusions
reached by these historians. In other words, the picture has been presented by these historians
about the Companions and their era does not correspond to historical sources, and in fact,
instead of writing history, these historians have resorted to making history by relying on
theological rules. On the contrary, the history and historiography of historians, namely Taha
Husein and Abualala al maududi, unlike the historiography of theologian-historians, is more
consistent with historical documents and reports, more scientific, more objective, and more
compatible with the logic of historical science. The image that theologian-historians have
drawn of the companions and their era has been based solely on religious narrations and
teachings, and considering them as definitive documents and evidence, which has caused
these historians to approach history with value judgments and theological assumptions. What
has been absent in their historiography is the objectivity of history.
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The tomb attributed to Avicenna (Ibn Sina) in Esfahan’s Dardasht neighborhood
is a valuable Dailamite-era monument. It was likely once part of a larger
architectural ensemble that over time lost its links to adjoining structures and
now survives as an isolated domed space. Because physical evidence is limited,
its study has relied chiefly on written sources spanning several centuries that
directly or indirectly mention Avicenna’s residence, teaching, and death. Using
historical, descriptive-analytical, and comparative methods, the relationship
between Sheikh al-Ra'is and Esfahan was reassessed. Pre-Safavid sources focus
mainly on his biography and works, with only occasional references to the place
of his death, burial, and the cities connected to his interment. Post-Safavid texts
increasingly highlight the examined structure as both a madrasa and a possible
burial site, yet still provide only general narrative fragments and brief notes on
architectural features or later alterations. Current evidence has strengthened the
plausibility of Avicenna’s burial in Esfahan, though definitive attribution of his
tomb to either Esfahan or Hamadan remains unresolved; both cities retain
importance. The evidence, however, strongly supports identifying the building as
Avicenna’s madrasa in Esfahan. This view is widely accepted by most
researchers, including the present authors, who emphasize its role as a significant
historical and educational site associated with Sheikh al-Ra'is. The monument’s
transformation over time and its enduring cultural significance underscore its
relevance to the historical study of Avicenna’s legacy.
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1. Introduction

The existing structure of the school-tomb attributed to Avicenna, located near the historical
Goldasteh minaret, is a remnant of the oldest endowment school in Esfahan, known as Ala’ei
School, dating back to the fourth century AH during the reign of Ala al-Dawlah Kakuyeh.
This place is known as where Avicenna taught and was also suggested to be his possible
burial site in Esfahan. Despite the numerous historical texts discussing the burial of Ibn Sina
in the Kuy-Gonbad neighborhood, only two documents from the Safavid period explicitly
mention "Alaiyeh Dome" as his burial place. No other document from the Daylamites to the
late Qajar period has been found that directly refers to this historical-cultural building. In the
late Qajar period, based on oral tradition, this building was identified as both a Madras and a
burial site for Avicenna. Considering these factors, there is a pressing need to accurately
recognize this unique historical and cultural site. To achieve this, an analysis of historical
manuscripts and documents related to Ibn Sina and the construction of the School Tomb
attributed to him in Esfahan has been organized and reviewed in three parts, based on the
order of their writing. The data collected has been analyzed using historical and descriptive-
analytical methods, alongside library studies. In the first part, documents concerning the
biography and life of Abu-Ali Sina, along with writings from the 7th to the 14th centuries
AH, are presented. The second part reviews books and articles by contemporary researchers
that focus on this building. Finally, the third part includes some correspondence from the mid-
1950s, which is considered to be of significant importance. It is important to note that the
classification of primary sources is based solely on documents that mention Esfahan as Ibn
Sina's burial place or that also consider Hamedan as a probable burial site. Ultimately, the
findings of this research have been compiled and analyzed.

2. Identified Traces

This study provides a detailed examination of the identified documents regarding Avicenna's
biography, teaching location, and burial site in Esfahan. The written documents reviewed in
this research focus on the historical periods of the Daylamites, Seljuk, Safavid, Qajar, Pahlavi,
and contemporary times. It analyzes 15 historical manuscripts and 20 books from various
sources. Although historical accounts before the Safavid dynasty briefly mention his death
and burial in Hamedan and Esfahan, they do not explicitly discuss the location of his
residence, burial location, or the weekly lessons he held under the patronage of Ala al-
Dawlah. During the reign of King Suleiman I of the Safavid dynasty, two manuscripts
explicitly state that Ibn Sina's body was transferred from Hamedan to Esfahan, where he was
buried in a place known as "Alaiyeh Dome." Since the late Qajar period, researchers have
increasingly focused on the Ibn Sina School as the definitive site of his teaching and possible
burial in Esfahan. However, recent research primarily consists of general statements about
events related to this building, including intrusions, structural changes, and its various uses as
a historical-cultural monument, serving as a school, tomb, Zurkhaneh, prayer hall, and
warehouse.

3. Conclusions

The results of this research will be presented in two parts. The first part discusses the possible
burial of Avicenna in Esfahan and the building in question. Due to varying opinions among
authors from different eras regarding his burial site, it is challenging to definitively choose
between Esfahan and Hamedan. However, based on the available sources and historical
documents presented in this study, the likelihood of Ibn Sina being buried in Esfahan appears
so stronger than before, although pinpointing the exact burial location in this city requires
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further research. Both Esfahan and Hamedan hold significant value in this context. The
second part, informed by recent historical documents, oral history, the city's collective
memory, and various sayings among scholars and citizens of Esfahan, affirms that the
function of the building in question as Avicenna's teaching venue is recognized and accepted
among researchers in this field, as well as authors.
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The tradition of the Great Rebellion against Naram-Sin is known through royal
inscriptions and various literary works. This event holds significance for two
main reasons: first, Naram-Sin's elevation to divine status following the
suppression of a widespread revolt; second, the profound impact it had on the
historical memory of Mesopotamian people, particularly influencing later
literary works. According to Naram-Sin's own inscriptions, the rebellion was
so severe that it seemed as though all the lands under his command had risen
against the king of Akkad. The rebellion was ultimately quelled through the
intervention of the goddess Ishtar-Anunitum, after which Naram-Sin, with the
prayers of the Akkadian people and divine approval, was elevated to godhood.
This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the Great Rebellion against
Naram-Sin, examining the narrative of the Great Revolt inscription alongside
related literary works. The historicity of the rebellion, its geographical scope,
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are historically grounded, and how later literary texts employed this theme for
propaganda, to interpret contemporary events, or simply as works of fiction.
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1. Introduction

The Great Revolt against the fourth ruler of the Akkadian dynasty (ca. 2261-2206 BCE) is presented
in the royal inscriptions as an almost universal uprising: “the four quarters of the world rebelled at the
same time.” In a single year the king of Akkad fought nine battles, eradicated every opposing enemy
with the decisive help of Ishtar-Anunitum, crushed the rebel cities, conquered Magan across the Lower
Sea, and was immediately granted an honour with no precedent in earlier Mesopotamian tradition—to
be deified as a living god. The citizens of Akkade, with consent, erected a temple for him and
acclaimed him “god of Akkade.” The crisis therefore marks both the ideological high point of the
world’s first territorial empire and the historical origin of divine kingship in Mesopotamia.

Within a few centuries the revolt had become one of the most intensively reworked episodes in ancient
Near Eastern literature. Old Babylonian scribes produced a varied cycle of compositions—some in
pseudo-royal style, others openly epic or tragic—while a later Hittite version relocated the entire
narrative onto Anatolian geography. The present study offers a complete synthesis of the whole
tradition, from the original Old Akkadian inscriptions and their copies to its vast and diverse literary
future.

2. Discussion

The royal version survives primarily in Old Babylonian copies of a lost monumental inscription. It
describes two subsequent coalitions—a northern alliance headed by Iphur-Kish of Kish and a southern
one led by Amar-girid of Uruk—that together included every major centre in Sumer and northern
Babylonia. Naram-Sin defeats both of them through divine intervention, destroys Kish and Uruk, and
even sets sails to Magan. An Old Akkadian school tablet from Eshnunna confirms the same rebel
leaders. Contemporary Old Akkadian inscriptions repeatedly boast of “victory in nine battles in a
single year” and explicitly relate the revolt’s suppression to the award of divine status. A real
widespread rebellion confined to the Mesopotamian center almost certainly occurred and directly
triggered the unprecedented grant of living divine status.

Later literary texts diverge sharply from this victorious narrative. Although the Pseudo-inscriptional
text from Mari and the Geneva version remain closest to the royal version, they introduce a striking
ideological reversal: the king’s grandfather is portrayed as the kind liberator of Kish, casting the later
rebellion as base ingratitude; Iphur-Kish is elected by an assembly of elders—a purposeful Amorite-
period anachronism that questions divine autocracy. The Hittite Version replaces Mesopotamian cities
with Anatolian ones, converting the story into a local heroic archetype.

More dramatic compositions mix the revolt with motifs of barbarian invasion: the enemy appears as
semi-demonic hordes “without flesh or blood” or as commanders leading cosmic armies. The king is
driven to the edge of annihilation and despair before divine intervention, shifting the focus from
celebration to tragic contemplation on the limits of royal power. Throughout most Old Babylonian
versions, Naram-Sin’s image darkens while his grandfather Sargon is idealized—In contrast to the
original Akkadian propaganda. Each retelling serves specific contemporary purposes: legitimizing
invasions against northern rivals, defending electoral monarchy, creating prestigious precedents for
suppressing revolts, or offering heroic models to foreign rulers.

3. Conclusion

A major historical rebellion did take place almost for sure, and its successful suppression enabled the
first living deification of a ruler in Mesopotamian recorded history. However, almost soon after, this
event ceased to be only a historical incident and became a malleable cultural myth that later
generations reformed for propaganda, political criticism, morality, and entertainment. Old Babylonian
scribes did not merely preserve an old victory; they transformed it into a mirror reflecting their own
concerns about power, legitimacy, and the boundary between the human and the divine. The Great
Revolt certainly stands as an obvious illustration of the living, creative nature of Mesopotamian
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historical memory—a resource that was continuously revised to make sense of new realities of later
periods long after the empire itself had collapsed.
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1. Introduction
One of the industries that is considered important and significant in Islamic civilization is the

shipbuilding industry. In fact, Muslims used this industry to advance in various political,
military, economic, and social spheres over the centuries. Muslims were initially familiar with
shipbuilding and navigation to some extent. The most important reasons for this familiarity
include the geographical location of the Arabian Peninsula, the history of Arab trade, and
their familiarity with the trade routes of ancient lands that passed through this island, as well
as the presence of Iranian and Greek ships in the seas that surrounded the peninsula.
However, as Ibn Khaldun points out in the introduction to his book, at first the Arabs were not
very skilled in the shipbuilding industry, and the Franks and Romans had a longer history in
shipbuilding technology and were more skilled in this industry. In the early stages, Muslims
had chosen land conquests. However, with the spread of Islam in various states and the need
to protect those areas, their attention to the shipbuilding and navigation industries and
maritime conquests increased. Although some caliphs initially opposed shipbuilding and the
presence of Muslims in the seas, over time, and given the conditions of the time and the
Islamic conquests in the lands of Egypt and the Levant and the beginning of naval wars in the
Mediterranean islands, a strong need was felt to create organized and strong naval facilities.
As a result, opposition gradually decreased and Muslims benefited from the experience of
other nations such as the Persians, Romans, and Egyptians to learn the shipbuilding industry
and maritime technology. The result of this was that they gradually became skilled in
shipbuilding technology and opened their naval power to the world, especially in the
Mediterranean area. In fact, Muslims entered a new stage of conquests that required the use of
new techniques and tools of war in the seas. Thus, they achieved victories in naval battles
against Rome, which should be attributed to the expansion of the shipbuilding industry or, as
the saying goes, the Dar al-Sina'ah among Muslims. Shipbuilding spread throughout the
Islamic world and in ports such as Syria, Acre, Tyre, Tripoli, and then Beirut and Alexandria,
and gradually these areas became centers of Muslim shipbuilding. In such a way that the
superiority of Muslims over the Mediterranean islands should be attributed to this issue. The
importance of the Mediterranean Sea in Islamic civilization is such that Muslim historians and
geographers have paid special attention to this sea in their works and have chosen numerous
names for it. The Mediterranean Sea has been important throughout history in political,
military, and economic aspects, and for this reason, battles have occurred for domination of
that region. In fact, domination of the Mediterranean as a bridge between the three continents
of Asia, Europe, and Africa was considered as superiority and domination over the three
continents. This issue played an important role in the attention of Muslims and their focus on
the conquests of this region. Muslims, who were not familiar with naval battles and
shipbuilding in their historical background, gradually, due to military, political, and economic
necessities, employed experts and benefited from their knowledge to establish shipbuilding
centers and create a naval fleet. This played a vital role in their victories and progress in this
region. This issue led researchers and scholars of Islamic history to study and analyze the
performance of Muslims in the naval conquests of early Islam in later years. Since these
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studies are generally focused on the issue of Muslim naval conquests, they have less
examined the various aspects of these conquests in a problem-oriented and specialized
manner. Therefore, given the limitations of research on the shipbuilding industry in Islamic
civilization, this study aims to examine and analyze, using primary sources and new research,
the history of the shipbuilding industry among Muslims, how and why they entered this field
in the first century AH in the Mediterranean Sea basin, and its role in the Muslim naval
victories in this region.
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1. Introduction

When a maiden enters into matrimony, specific prerequisites must be met for the union to be
consecrated as a Padix$ay-zani. She must not be a stir or an Ayokén (sole
daughter/successor) for another, nor bear any prior obligations in this regard. At the time of
the union, she must have secured the consent of her father or Salar. Failure to meet these
validity within that specific legal framework. Should the maiden fail to obtain the consent of
her guardian or father, her marriage falls under the category of xwarayén. In this form of
union, the maiden is deprived of fundamental rights, such as maintenance from her husband.
Furthermore, such a daughter becomes ineligible to inherit from her father.

Conversely, upon securing the Salar’s consent and satisfying these conditions, the maiden
may enter into a Padixsay marriage. Consequently, she becomes entitled to all spousal rights
and privileges. In this capacity, she utilizes the husband’s resources throughout her life; the
husband is legally obligated to recognize and honor her as the kadag-banag (Mistress of the
House), provide maintenance, and ensure her welfare to the best of his ability throughout her
lifetime.

In Sasanian jurisprudence, the financial rights of a woman in a Padix$ay marriage are
theoretically defined. However, surviving archival documents reveal the practical
complexities of these laws. The Tabarestan documents, specifically Documents 22 and 22bis,
fundamental question: To whom did this property belong? Did the woman possess absolute
ownership, or merely a usufructuary right during her lifetime? This study seeks to answer this
query by analyzing Document 22, comparing it with Document 22bis, and consulting other
legal texts such as the Madayan T hazar dadestan.

The central focus of this research is the analysis of Documents 22 and 22bis from the Post-
Sasanian Tabarestan archive. This collection comprises over thirty legal and economic
documents from the 8th century CE, inscribed in Middle Persian on parchment. These
specific documents were selected due to their substantive relevance to the research objectives.
They were first deciphered by Gignoux in 2012 and published in the journal Res Orientales.
However, since 2016, Weber has provided a new reading of these texts, the results of which
were published in the same journal. Relying on Weber’s reading, Macuch has analyzed these
documents from a juristic perspective, offering valuable legal interpretations.

A point of critical importance is that for the purposes of this study, Document 22 alone
proved insufficient. Alongside this document exists another, designated as 22bis, which
appears to be the continuation of the same case. Together, these two distinct documents
constitute a complex “legal dossier.” Document 22 is a bill of complaint against thieves,
wherein the husband seeks redress for property stolen from his wife. However, Document
22bis, drafted approximately two years later, unveils an internal dispute between the husband
and wife (Burzén-Péroz and his spouse) regarding the ownership of that very property,
serving as the key to resolving the primary enigma of this research. Therefore, the present
article seeks to address the issue of female ownership through a concurrent analysis of these
two documents.
2.Conclusions
A woman could enjoy the usufruct of property during her lifetime, even if she did not hold
absolute title to it. The content of Document 22bis indicates that the woman owns the
property under specific conditions; should she commit a transgression, the husband retains the
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right, upon substantiating his claims with evidence, to reclaim the assets from her.
Consequently, ownership of property during one’s lifetime is contingent upon conditions,
particularly should a dispute arise between the spouses. In accordance with the laws codified
in Sasanian texts, the husband possesses the authority to revoke the granted property; thus,
such property is not held in the absolute ownership of the woman. Rather, it is the woman’s
specific status and position that affords her this right.

Furthermore, not all women within the Zoroastrian faith enjoyed equal social rights and
privileges. When they assumed duties such as Cakarih, Ayoken, or Stir, they did not possess
the same social standing as a Padix3ay-zan. Consequently, women in these capacities could
not access the full range of privileges utilized by a PadixSay wife during her lifetime.
Therefore, the specific social stratum in which a woman was situated was of paramount
importance.
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After the death of Ilkhan Abu Sa’id in 736 AH, the western parts of the his territory from the
Persian Gulf to the Caucasus came under the command of the Jalayerid dynasty, which
founded by Sheikh Hassan (736-757 AH). It was begun a new period in history of the dynasty
after the death of the Jalayirid Sultan Ahmad in 813 AH. Due to progress of the Qaraquyunlu
chiefs in Iraq, the Jalayerid survivors fled from Baghdad to Khuzestan, led by Tundi-Sultan.
They continued the Jalayerid rule as a local government in Khuzestan and southern Iraq,
centered in Shushtar (and later, Hilla), for more than two decades (814-835 AH).

The latter part of the history of the Jalayerids has received less attention, since traditional
Iranian historiography does not pay much attention to the descendants of a dynasty; therefore,
there is still no consensus about the names of these rulers, the arrangement and duration of
their rule. Older scholars such as Howorth, Igbal, and Bayani have provided a brief and
confusing account of the history of the remnants of the Jalayerids. Later scholars such as
Jackson, Rajabzadeh, John Smith, Bosworth, and Patrick Wing, among others, have only
briefly mentioned the existence of the dynasty, but have not said anything about the details of
their rule. While to examine the history and political structure of the dynasty, this study,
attempts to answer to the question of what components and factors were effective in the
formation and continuation of the Jalayerid government of Khuzestan?

By a descriptive-analytical method, this historical study analyzed the data, which has been
collected by taking notes from various historical, literary, and biographical sources, as well as
coins found from that period. The findings of this study show that Sheikh Ali's descendants,
as another branch of the Jalayerid dynasty, ruled Khuzestan and southern Iraq for a little over
two decades (814-835 AH). Their most important rulers, Mahmud (814-816 AH), Uwais Il
(818-824 AH), and Muhammad (824-827 AH), were the three sons of Shah walad b. Sheikh
Ali, who ascended the throne one after the other with the sponsorship and guidance of Tundi-
Sultan, the daughter of Sultan Hussein and Shah walad's widow. Of course, this lady herself
officially took charge of the government for about three years (816-818 AH), issuing sermons
and coins in her name. Some of the factors that paved the way for the establishment of this
dynasty include: Sheikh Ali's ruling precedent in Khuzestan, the political isolation of the
region, and the cautious policy of the Timurids towards the expansionism of the Qaraquyunlu.
Then, by subjugating the Arab tribes of southern Iraq, they added the cities of Basra, Wasit,
and the areas between them to their territory.

This dynasty deprived from the local-social support, as a result of the rule in a foreign land,
the racial incompatibility with the inhabitants of the ruled territory, the weakness of the
legitimacy of the power. Because, they could not obtain the necessary legitimacy for power
through the methods common in that period, due to numerous factors. On the one hand, it was
failed their attempt to attribute themselves to the Mongols and Genghis by restoring and
reviving the previous structure of the Jalayerid government. On the other hand, the young
sultans of the dynasty, were neither able to establish social security in the territory under their
rule nor were they able to continue the family lineage, due to their short life spans and
preoccupation with intra-family conflicts and conflicts with the Qaraquyunlu. In addition,
with the changing conditions of the time, the policy of the Timurid court towards them also
changed from tolerance to hostility. As a result, they were left alone in the face of the
increasing power of the Qaraquyunlu in Iraq led by Espand Mirza. Also, Sultan Hussein's
(827-835 AH) efforts were failed to restore the dynasty's power by establishing security in the
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territory, reopening the Hajj route, and establishing kinship with the Arab tribes. Finally, the
dynasty came to an end by Espand Mirza.
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1. Introduction

The advent of Islam brought about important changes in its geographical scope. After the
conquest of numerous geographical regions, with the removal of borders, it became possible
for the people of the various lands conquered by the Muslims to engage in activities and travel
in a very wide territory. On the other hand, the lands that had been annexed to the Muslim
Arabs in a short time were very vast, diverse, and at the same time unknown to them. Hence,
this issue aroused the curiosity of the Muslims to go to the news, reports, and maps that had
been prepared in advance for various purposes by the rulers of these lands. Of course, this
previous information and knowledge did not fully meet their needs; because the goals of the
previous producers were different from those of the new rulers, so efforts were made for this
purpose, which resulted in the collection of new knowledge in accordance with the specified
goals. An important part of the efforts made to understand the opened lands was in the field of
geography. Geographers were trying to prepare information in various fields. At that time,
this information had titles according to the subject, such as: Science of Lengths and
Dimensions, Calendar of Countries, Science of Routes and Kingdoms, Science of
Meteorology, Science of Wonders of Countries, etc. This information provided was very
valuable and unique in its kind and provided valuable knowledge that represented a new style
in the field of geographical information in the world of that time. One of the lands that
geographers were not unaware of was Makran. Makran was a vast area in southeastern Iran at
that time. Although the geographical boundaries of Makran were mentioned differently in
geographical sources in different periods, according to geographical and historical writings
from the third to the eighth centuries AH, it was limited from the north to Sistan, from the
south to the Makran Sea (Oman), from the east to Indus, and from the west to Kerman. Due to
its great distance from the government centers of Iran and geographical obstacles, this land
has been less exposed to changes and developments resulting from the policies and
interventions of major Iranian governments, and therefore, there is limited information about
this land in historical sources. In addition, in Makran, unlike its neighboring lands such as
Kerman, Sistan and Khorasan, no local historiographical works have been identified so far.
The dominance of oral literature culture in Makran and the continuation of oral transmission
and tradition were major obstacles to writing written histories in this land.

In such a situation, other works, including the writings of geographers about Makran and its
people, take on double importance. Of course, there are some errors and shortcomings in
these texts that were later less examined and criticized. Examining this issue and criticizing
and evaluating geographical texts is important because these writings became the foundation
of other geographers, and many of their shortcomings were repeated in other works.
Therefore, the important issue of the present study is what are the errors and shortcomings in
the geographical sources from the third to the eighth century regarding the description of the
geography of Makran? The assumption of the study is that there are errors and shortcomings
in the geographical texts from the third to the eighth century regarding Makran, including:
determining the boundaries and gorges of Makran, the names of cities, the distance between
cities, and linking Makran with the territorial area of Sindh.

No specialized research has been conducted on the evaluation of the narrations and reports of
geographical sources from the third to the eighth century AH regarding the land of Makran.
Of course, a few side studies, especially in the field of the historical geography of Makran in
the period in question, as well as criticism of official reports about Makran in the period
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beyond the present study, have been conducted, which have been referred to. In this regard,
we can refer to the article "Historical Geography of Makran" published by Seyyed Abul-
Qasim Foruzani in the Journal of Historical Sciences Research. In this article, different
opinions about the name Makran are examined and the importance of Makran cities and ports
in the periods in question is considered. Ali Ghafrani and Razieh Shoja Qale Dokhtar, in an
article titled “Historical Geography of the Land of Makran” presented at the First National
Conference on the Development of Makran Coasts in February 2012, focused on the name of
Makran and the geographical boundaries of this land, while focusing on the natural capacities,
products, and mines of Makran throughout the centuries. Nosrat Khatun Alavi and Ehsan
Eshraqi, in an article titled “Historical Geography of Makran in the Middle Islamic
Centuries,” in the Journal of Islamic History Studies, discussed the historical and
geographical characteristics of Makran cities and settlements. In their article “A Critical
Analysis of Official Reports on the Geographical, Economic, and Cultural Conditions of
Makran,” published in the Journal of Local Histories of Iran, Abdullah Safarzai and Azim
Shahbakhsh divided the existing reports about this region into two categories and, by
examining these writings, they concluded that official reports have exaggerated due to their
own specific goals in portraying the geographical, economic, and cultural conditions of
Makran as unfavorable. This latter article is somewhat similar to the present article, but
differs from the present article in several ways. First, it has chosen a wide time period and
examined it from the ancient period to the contemporary period. Second, it has focused on
analyzing the political outlook of commanders and military personnel that has been reflected
in historical and geographical reports. In the present article, focusing on a specific time period
and specific geographical sources, multidimensional analysis and examination of narratives
about Makran have been conducted. Since the present article evaluates the reports of Islamic
geographical texts about Makran and the errors found in these sources are comprehensively
analyzed for the first time, this article is innovative in this field.
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1.Introduction

The analysis and examination of historical events in Fars, most of which family-centered, require an
understanding of the influential local families and an explanation of their prominent characteristics.
Local influential families, as an integral part of Fars society, traditionally held political,
administrative, religious, and judicial positions through hereditary succession. In the political sphere,
they played an undeniable role in stability and coordination of local governance and maintaining order
in the local community, especially during transitional periods between the rise and fall of
governments. During transitional periods, when the central government collapsed, these families
effectively took control of regional governance, wielding executive power. In the social sphere, local
influential families, holding positions tied to the daily activities of people from various social classes,
acted as intermediaries between political authorities and the population in various events, gaining
significant credibility and influence through their role as social intermediaries. Additionally, the
actions and activities of local influential families shaped the political and social environment of Fars,
with many historical events occurring as a direct outcome of their engagement.

The deeply rooted Sadat Sharifi Hosseini family, present in Fars from the eighth century AH, was
among the most influential families, which can be considered a multifaceted dynasty, its
administrative and intellectual activities spanned across diverse political, religious, and social spheres.

Throughout their history, this family held a long list of bureaucratic, religious, and cultural positions.
The simultaneous occupation of multiple political and social positions by several of its members was
one of their most distinctive characteristics; For example, Mirza Mohammad Hossein Sharifi, a
prominent member of the family, held the offices of Governor, Chief Constable, and Custodian of the
Shah Cheragh Shrine simultaneously, being a key political figure in Fars during the Afsharid era,
especially after the death of Nader Shah. Other notable members include Mirza Habibollah Sharifi
(Custodian of Shah Cheragh Shrine, Chief Constable, Judge) and Mirza Abolqasem Sharifi Raz (1797-
1869), who was the Custodian of Shah Cheragh Shrine and the leader of the Zahabiya Sufi order.

The continuity of positions within this family was remarkable, as the custodianship of the Shah
Cheragh shrine remained between the members from the 10th to the 14th century AH. Due to the
social and religious status, the family was highly respected by the ruling powers, and as well as their
political and bureaucratic roles, they were also active and influential in cultural and social affairs.
Despite the great significance of this family in the history of Fars, no independent research has been
conducted on them so far, most sources and studies only providing scattered and general references to
some members of the family.

The most significant research on this subject is a book titled Cheragh-e Iman (light of belief) or
Golchin-e Sharifi, written by Ebrahim Sharifi Hosseini (a descendant of Mirza Abolqasem Sharifi
Hosseini, known by the pen name Raz) in 1344 SH (1965 AD), containing valuable and insightful
material, primarily focusing on legal disputes and conflicts between the descendants of the family with
the custodianship of the Shah Cheragh shrine during the Pahlavi era. Asadollah Khavari, another
affiliate of the family, also wrote a book titled “Zahabiya: Scientific Sufism — Literary Works”, in
which he refers to the spiritual leaders of the Zahabiya order within this family and their literary
contributions, but does not focus on the social, political, and religious activities of these leaders and
other members of the Sharifi Hosseini family. As the author himself acknowledges: "I am not a
historian and do not aim to conduct historical research, especially since this book transcends time and
place, as its discussions revolve around prominent figures in science, literature, philosophy, wisdom,
Sufism, and mysticism, as well as their works and writings." (Khavari, 1983: 355).

Given the absence of an independent and comprehensive study on this family, efforts have been made
to address this subject based on primary family sources (records of the custodianship of Shah Cheragh
and Khanqgah-e Ahmadi) as well as other historical sources relevant to the topic. Therefore, this
research aims to analyze and examine the continuity of status and the multifaceted roles of this family
within three main domains: local politics, religious administration, and Sufi-affiliated activities by
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addressing the following questions: 1) How did the process of formation and continuity of the Sharifi
Hosseini family's position within the structure of local power 2) which influential factors and sources
contributed to the continuity of their roles and the consolidation of their status?.3) In which contexts
and circumstance was their status and influence challenged?

It appears that the continuity of status and active role of the Sadat Sharifi Hosseini Shirazi family
throughout the historical transformations of Fars was influenced by several factors. These included
access to sources of religious legitimacy; effective presence in stabilized local institutions such as
administrative and security positions such as minister, governor, chief constable, court scribe,
secretary and etc, as well as religious offices, Sheikh al-Islam office, Friday Imamate, judicial
positions; and a positive historical memory within the local community, based on their cultural legacy
and prominent scholars. Institutions such as the custodianship of religious shrine, local administrative,
and their affiliation with the Zahabiya Sufi order provided the grounds and frameworks for the
continuity and reconstruction of the family's position in political, social, and cultural
arenas.conversely,the presence of rival influential in political arena posed a significant challenge to
their position.
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The present brief study revisits a document dated 1233 AH, concerning
Mirza Mansur Khan Behbahani, the governor of Behbahan and
Kohgiluyeh during the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar. The narrative of the
document is as follows: initially, Mirza Sultan Mohammad Khan, father
of Mirza Mansur, constructed his governmental residence on a piece of
land of uncertain ownership known as the “Bagh-e Mir Shah Mir.”
Subsequently, his son, Mirza Mansur Khan Behbahani, built his own
governmental residence on another section of the same land. At the same
time, he undertook an investigation to determine the legal owners of the
property. It was established that the land belonged to two families of the
Tabatabai Sayyids, from whom he purchased the land and formally
settled the ownership. The present document represents the sale contract
and settlement agreement of this land. Mirza Mansur Khan belonged to
the lineage of the governors of Behbahan and was a prominent political
figure in Fars during the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar, having also lived
through part of Mohammad Shah’s reign. His daughter, Gowhar Taj
Begum, was married to Najaf Qoli Mirza Vali, son of Hossein Ali Mirza
Farmanfarma. Among the significant events in Mirza Mansur Khan’s life
was the visit of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar to the region of Behbahan and
Kohgiluyeh in 1245 AH due to certain disturbances in the province of
Fars. Mirza Mansur Khan was entrusted with guiding the royal entourage
during this journey. A letter dated 1245 AH, bearing the seal of
Farmanfarma, was addressed to Mirza Mansur Khan, reporting on the
Shah’s visit to the area and assuring him of safety and order. This letter
was part of the archives of Sardar Amjad Mansouri Tabatabai and was
recently donated to the Central Library of the University of Tehran. As it
is currently under restoration and organization, it has not yet been
cataloged.
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1. Introduction

The present study revisits and examines the document pertaining to the Dar al-Hukuma of
Behbahan, a building established in the early Qajar period. The initial construction was
undertaken by Mirza Sultan Mohammad Khan Tabatabai. Later, when his son, Mirza Mansur
Khan Tabatabai, assumed governance, he constructed another building to serve as the Dar al-
Hukuma. The governance or local authority of Behbahan was held by the Tabatabai family
from the Timurid period through the Qajar era—except during the Zand period. This family
belongs to the lineage of the Al-Mahl Sayyids and descends from Imam Yahya al-Hadi al-
Haqq, a Zaidi imam of Yemen. Their prominent ancestor, Isma’il al-Qadi, migrated from
Yemen to Baghdad, where he temporarily held the office of Chief Judge. Toward the late
fourth or early fifth century AH, he moved from Baghdad to Arjan in Fars. His descendants
settled there and in a nearby village called “Bakan,” adopting the local designation.

Following the destruction of Arjan and the establishment of Behbahan, the family
relocated to Behbahan, where they became widely known as the Sayyids of Behbahan.
Throughout history, this lineage enjoyed the attention and favor of the reigning rulers, with
the governance of Behbahan and Kohgiluyeh repeatedly entrusted to them. According to
historical records, the Tabatabai family held administrative authority over this region during
the Timurid, Aq Qoyunlu, Qara Qoyunlu, Safavid, Afsharid, and Qajar periods. It was
commonly remarked in Behbahan that the Tabatabai family had governed the city for seven
centuries.

During the post-Safavid interregnum, they allied with Mohammad Hassan Qajar,
supporting the Qajar claim to the throne. Consequently, they resisted the rule of Karim Khan
Zand. Mirza Alireza Khan Tabatabai fortified himself in Behbahan, leading Karim Khan
Zand, in 1170 AH, to lay siege to the city to punish him. Eventually, with the rise of the
Qajars, Mirza Sultan Mohammad Khan was appointed governor of Behbahan and
Kohgiluyeh, during which he established the Dar al-Hukuma.

The document under study, dated 1233 AH, pertains to the early governance of Mirza
Mansur Khan and records his foundation of the Dar al-Hukuma on land of unknown
ownership. It follows the earlier construction of the initial Dar al-Hukuma by his father, Mirza
Sultan Mohammad Khan, also on land without a clearly documented owner. Upon further
investigation, it became evident that the lands of both buildings belonged to two branches of
the Tabatabai family: the heirs of Mir Mohammad Ali Tabatabai and those of Mir Mojtaba
Tabatabai. Mirza Mansur Khan purchased the land for both his and his father’s Dar al-
Hukuma from these two families. The document itself represents a formal contract of sale and
settlement concerning this land.

The document indicates that the land in question was locally known in Behbahan as “Jay-
e-Bustan Mirshah Mir” and “Chahab-e Mir Shah Mir.” The sellers, representing themselves
and with power of attorney from other heirs, sold the land to Mirza Mansur Khan Tabatabai
for thirty Tabrizi tomans and ten man of husked rice (equivalent to one man in Behbahan,
approximately 63 kilograms). The sale was formalized and settled in this manner.

Another significant aspect of this document is the certification provided by the
contemporary scholars and jurists of Behbahan, whose signatures and seals appear in the
margins of the document. Among them are Sayyid Zain al-Abidin ibn Mohammad al-
Mousawi, Mohammad ibn Mohammadreza al-Tabatabai, Mohammad Shafi ’ibn Hossein Ali,
and Abd Ali ibn Ali Naqi al-Bahrani, attesting to the authenticity and legitimacy of the
transaction.
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In summary, this document not only illuminates the construction history of the Dar al-
Hukuma in Behbahan but also provides invaluable insight into the socio-political prominence
of the Tabatabai family, their longstanding administrative authority, and their interactions
with local elites and ruling dynasties. It further highlights the pivotal role this influential
family played in shaping regional governance, exerting significant influence on political
relationships, and maintaining continuity within the administrative structure of Behbahan
across generations.
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1. Introduction

The study of cultural medals and decorations in modern Iranian history reveals a deep and
multifaceted connection between symbolic recognition, political power, and the mechanisms
of state legitimacy. From the late Qajar era through the Pahlavi dynasty, the distribution of
medals and honors evolved from a limited royal tradition into an instrument of political and
cultural governance that shaped the relationship between the state and the intellectual elite.
The granting of such distinctions, which initially served as expressions of royal gratitude and
moral encouragement, gradually transformed into a structured system of symbolic capital that
reflected and reinforced governmental ideology. This transformation, deeply intertwined with
processes of modernization and nation-building, illustrates how seemingly cultural
instruments became tools of political integration, co-optation, and social differentiation. The
present article investigates this phenomenon by analyzing the historical trajectory, political
implications, and cultural functions of medals and decorations in Iran from the late nineteenth
century to the eve of the Islamic Revolution, emphasizing their dual role as mechanisms of
encouragement and as instruments of political incorporation.

The research begins by tracing the institutional origins of state honors during the Qajar
period, when the monarchy first formalized the awarding of medals to loyal courtiers, military
officers, and cultural figures. During this time, the symbolic value of medals was primarily
confined to the courtly domain and served to consolidate personal loyalty to the Shah rather
than to express broader cultural or national ideals. However, the emergence of modern
education, especially through institutions such as *Dar al-Fonun*, gradually produced a new
class of scientifically trained elites who viewed recognition not only as a sign of royal favor
but also as a legitimate acknowledgment of intellectual merit. These graduates became the
first generation of modern Iranian professionals, linking cultural capital with emerging
bureaucratic and political structures. With the Constitutional Revolution (1906—-1911),
debates on the legitimacy and regulation of such honors entered public discourse, leading to
the first attempts to codify the principles of awarding decorations through the Supreme
Council of Education. This shift indicated a broader transformation from personal monarchy
to institutionalized governance, where symbolic recognition began to reflect bureaucratic and
meritocratic values alongside traditional loyalty.

With the fall of the Qajar dynasty and the establishment of the Pahlavi regime in 1925, the
politics of medals and honors took on a distinctly modern and nationalistic character. Reza
Shah and later Mohammad Reza Shah used these instruments to promote an image of a
modern, centralized, and scientifically progressive Iran. The newly established University of
Tehran and other academic institutions became crucial arenas where intellectual achievement
and state ideology intersected. Many graduates and scholars received cultural and scientific
medals, which simultaneously acknowledged their expertise and tied their professional
prestige to the legitimacy of the regime. In this period, medals became part of a broader
cultural policy designed to align scientific advancement and artistic creativity with the goals
of the modern state. Recognition thus operated as both an incentive and a mechanism of
political loyalty, integrating the intelligentsia into the bureaucratic and ideological fabric of
Pahlavi rule.

The theoretical framework of this article draws upon Max Weber’s conception of legitimate
authority and Pierre Bourdieu’s analysis of symbolic capital. From a Weberian perspective,
medals and honors can be interpreted as tools that reinforce rational-legal and charismatic
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legitimacy. They serve as bureaucratically administered tokens of recognition that embody the
moral and intellectual order the state seeks to project. From Bourdieu’s standpoint, these
distinctions operate within a “field of power,” converting cultural capital into symbolic capital
sanctioned by the state. By granting medals, the government effectively consecrates specific
forms of knowledge, artistry, and scientific achievement as legitimate and valuable, thereby
reproducing existing hierarchies of prestige and influence. This dual process — bureaucratic
rationalization and symbolic consecration — explains how medals functioned as subtle but
powerful instruments for maintaining the alignment between cultural elites and political
authority.

Archival evidence, newspapers, and official records from both dynasties show that the
conferral of medals was not a neutral or merely ceremonial act. Rather, it reflected the
dynamic interplay between intellectual ambition and state patronage. In the Pahlavi era, the
practice extended beyond national borders, as foreign scholars, Iranologists, and political
figures were also decorated. This expansion reflected the regime’s effort to cultivate soft
power and international recognition through the symbolic language of cultural diplomacy.
The globalization of honors also mirrored the state’s aspiration to place Iran within a network
of modern nations, using cultural recognition as a vehicle of political legitimacy. However,
this very process of selective recognition contributed to the emergence of a social and
intellectual divide. The recipients of medals — often urban, Western-educated elites —
became increasingly detached from the broader populace, reinforcing perceptions of
inequality and alienation that would later fuel revolutionary sentiment.

Despite the historical significance of medals and decorations in shaping cultural and political
relations, scholarly attention to their sociocultural dimensions remains limited. Previous
studies have focused predominantly on military or state decorations, overlooking their role as
instruments of cultural policy and symbolic governance. This research seeks to fill that gap by
situating medals within the broader context of Iran’s modernization, educational reforms, and
the formation of intellectual elites. It argues that medals functioned not merely as symbols of
personal achievement but as material expressions of a state-managed system of values.
Through them, the government sought to define the boundaries of legitimate knowledge and
artistic production, reward conformity to official ideology, and cultivate networks of loyal
experts and administrators.Ultimately, the examination of cultural medals and decorations
provides valuable insights into the mechanisms of soft power and ideological control in
modern Iran. They exemplify how the state utilized symbolic recognition to produce consent,
construct social hierarchies, and project moral authority. During both the Qajar and Pahlavi
periods, the politics of recognition evolved in tandem with transformations in education,
bureaucracy, and cultural policy, illustrating the enduring entanglement of culture and power
in the process of state formation. By highlighting the symbolic and structural dimensions of
these practices, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of how modern Iranian
regimes mobilized cultural legitimacy to consolidate authority. Moreover, it sheds light on the
paradoxical legacy of such practices: while intended to foster national pride and intellectual
advancement, they simultaneously alienated segments of society and intensified class and
ideological divisions. In tracing this trajectory, the research reveals how the seemingly
decorative world of medals and honors mirrored — and in some cases catalyzed — the
broader currents of social and political change that culminated in the Islamic Revolution of
1979.
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The city of Kashghar was situated at the convergence of Chinese communication routes that
crossed the northern and southern parts of the Taklamakan Desert. This city served as the
gateway for caravans traveling on the historical roads connecting Transoxiana, Sindh and the
central plateau of Iran to China. This route has been known as the Silk Road from 19th
century. The access routes from the western regions to the capital of China branched off from
the city to the northern and southern edges of the Taklamakan, eventually these routes leaded
to ancient Chinese capital, Chang’an (£%), or Xi’an (#%), referred to in Islamic texts as
Khamdan (Js3). The northern route passed through the city of Turfan, while the southern

route traversed Khotan and then, being on a single route that went to the imperial capital of
China. Due to Kashghar’s pivotal role in the exchanges between China and the Islamic world,
early Islamic texts referred to it as the border of Islam (pM.¥s). Even in the pre-Islamic

period, cultural and commercial interactions between Iran and China along this corridor carried
out through the mediation of one of the oldest Iranian peoples—the Sogdians. This mediating
role continued into the Islamic period and the Sogdians assumed a crucial role in facilitating
cultural and economic exchanges between China and the Muslim world. Some Sogdians even
settled along this route, serving as cultural intermediaries.The strategic importance of access
routes to Kashghar as the gateway to China for Muslims led to this ancient road being
introduced in various geographical, historical, and literary texts of the Islamic world. In other
words, the toponyms along the route from Kashghar to the Chinese capital has been noted in
Islamic sources from the early Islamic centuries to the 10th century AH (16th century CE).
Despite numerous studies on the cities along this route, no dedicated research has yet focused
on the transcription and phonetic transformations of their names based on manuscript versions
of Islamic texts. The significance of this issue has prompted the present article to investigate
the representation of caravan stations in northern China—from Kashghar to Chang’an—as a
historical problem worthy of detailed examination. This study, while engaging with prior
research on the subject, identifies and analyses the toponyms based on the oldest or most
authoritative manuscript sources of Islamic texts and reconstructs the geographical conception
of Muslim authors of this route.
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1. Introduction

The geographical region of Sogdia (Sugd), which included the routes between Iran and China
in the pre-Islamic period, provided the opportunity for merchants from that region to act as
intermediaries in trade between the two realms. During the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD), with
the expansion of land and sea trade between Iran and China, the Sogdians were able to play a
major role in trade between the two countries. The available evidence indicates the presence
of the Sogdians in trade between Transoxiana and the northern cities of China. Sogdian
colonies were formed from the Han Dynasty (202 BC-220 AD) onwards around the Tarim
Oasis on both sides of the Taklamakan Desert in the cities of Khotan, Turfan, Dunhuang and
Gansu. Rong Xinjiang (2009: 148) believes that the establishment of Sogdian colonies in
cities on both sides of the Taklamakan Desert on the main route on the land route between
China and Iran began in the third century BC. This process continued in the Islamic period,
and the city of Kashgar, as the settlement place of some Sogdians in the Iranian-Chinese
borderlands, became so important that it is mentioned in some Islamic texts as “Sigr al-
Islam”. In one of the ancient Chinese paintings (dated 1086 AD/479 AH), the image of a
Sogdian merchant next to a horse is well depicted, indicating that the Sogdians were known to
the Chinese as famous Iranian merchants.

The extensive and long-term contact between the Sogdians and the Chinese led to many
Chinese place names entering Persian and Arabic texts after Islam through Sogdian texts or
through the pronunciation of Sogdian names. In fact, the names of many cities along the
Iranian-Chinese land route are derived from their Sogdian/Iranian pronunciation. The most
important part of the route from Kashgar to Chang'an, the ancient capital of China, was within
the Tarim Oasis. The important cities on this route to the capital of China before the Yuan
Dynasty (1271-1368 AD) were Kasgar, Kuc¢a, Turfan, Hutan, Sukugt, Hagt, Hamgu, Bagsur
or Langii, Qamul/Qamiil, and finally Hamdan or Chang'an or Xi'an. The names of these cities
are mentioned in Islamic texts with various pronunciations, and the present study seeks to
identify and evaluate the place names of these cities based on Iranian and Islamic texts up to
the beginning of the 10th century AH/16th century AD.

2. Literature Review:

The publication of Marco Polo's Travelogue in Europe drew the attention of orientalists to the
subject of Chinese trade routes. In order to answer their fundamental questions about the
place names mentioned in this travelogue, orientalists tried to identify and introduce Persian
and Arabic geographical texts; texts that contained erly knowledge of the land and sea routes
between the East and the West. Portuguese, Spanish and Italian missionaries were also among
the first people who founded the study of “Sinology”. Matteo Ricci (1552-1610 AD) was an
Italian missionary and one of the first European Sinologists. Giovani Battista Ramusio (1485-
1557 AD) was the first to critically publish travelogues in the 16" century by comparing their
manuscripts, thus creating a suitable basis for research related to China. In 1866, the Scottish
orientalist Henry Yule (1820-1889) entered a new phase in Sinological research related to the
historical geography of the Silk Road route by writing Cathay and the way thither. In 1890,
following the publication of a journal entitled “T'oung Pao”, the first journal of Sinology and
Southeast Asian studies was established. Another of the most famous European Sinologists is
Paul Pelliot (1878-1945). In 1906, this French Sinologist, at the head of an expedition
consisting of archaeologists and photographers, began an exploratory journey along the
Marco Polo route from eastern Russia, from Tashkent to Xinjiang province, and from there to
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the ancient capital of China. After Henry Yule and Paul Pelliot, studies related to the
geography of the land and sea Silk Road have continued since the 1980s with increasing
scientific efforts from universities in Europe, Southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan.
Among contemporary European researchers in this field, can mention Ralph Kauz, German
Sinologist and Iranologist and professor at the University of Bonn, as well as Roderich Ptak,
Sinologist and professor at the University of Munich. Among the Chinese professors who
have published numerous articles and books on the history and geography of the Silk Road,
Rong Xinjiang, professor of history at Peking University, has made a major and undeniable
contribution. Ms. Wang I Dan, professor of Persian at Peking University and head of the
Center for Iranian Cultural Studies at that university, has written a useful study with the
publication of the book Tarih-i Cin az Gami ‘ al-Tavarth-i H'agah Rasid al-Din Fazlullah.

3. Conclusion:

The route between Iran and China extended from Kashgar to the ancient capital of China in
two northern and southern routes. The Sogdians, by settling in the cities and settlements of
these regions, played a mediating role in the economic and cultural developments of Iran and
China. The place names of the cities on this road were also transferred to other regions
through Sogdian written and narrative sources. These place names are mentioned in various
Islamic sources, including geographical, historical, literary texts, and inscriptions, and
sometimes the climatic characteristics and geographical location of these settlements are
described. Examining and identifying these texts can lead to a better understanding of the
geographical perception of Muslims of the social and economic position of the cities located
on this route. On the other hand, this information also introduces the extent of Muslims'
knowledge of other nations of the East. In the present study, the authors attempted to identify
and evaluate the understanding of Iranian and Muslim writers of some place names of the
trade route between Kashgar and Chang'an based on classic Islamic texts.
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