» ‘ &
J.U'Ir}’;év'ﬁaﬁ: [ ) & )
WL
Yy ()
Al
TYOV-AYOF. Mol s 8 lastin! 8 5Lels
A PO PSP | 20, S S PO I P9 Y 1
| g g il gy (ABlg 0,0 1o 3L g 0,b1 (S fgomy 1)U il 2 55 0 Addls
oy gl jlaJguw fodljaan] peol Ao
Y (1555 a1 Judl 1 5T U)spio s tin 13 laghas 5 (ool oL Rgelgn gl (s llao
Ol Jywy S o29] ol
av IFYY 313 0 YA (sUdsS (tlodl yd 1o ke (gl ylokdS ol Liz gladls Cllus So UECd yr0 g 408
)y.lm‘ .)l?}.w
2 Ol P! (awge (ol oA g L LS Lo (o) 52
Slsas] (6508 pm (g il pgtlS § Jlorday Sgme
"y (VFFF-IYDe o 0) diodr ST )yl OIS ;0 Goles puas &ildguo o115 il 4GS 93 (i ot g
el o)
v S 893 (Hawge yid a0 ye 33 (U ol g LB
3y & 3e
) 31 #28 OBsE 53 53l R (2 ledjl il JB olie U (3321 0,3 5
oW Slox) 2l 595 Jadllgl o
"y Ol (P )b sldlpia 5 5L g 4 Wb (593 Gy o 0L (Sl (w2
Blojad 450
ey 2B pas oll g3 Al (golon b aalse 13 (g 5 i b (SLokiS IS5 9 il
s ggals Slg>
Yoo (,ed\“f'?—f'f\/)@,.\io 9 wﬁmlﬁ& Uﬁwb Jag‘,) BLRTH %.1.33 )gm ‘919.«:)‘ 9 wl*o).h t.J’*s"
A g Pl AN gL
SLLET sl Lo e £ bdgao Lise
Y.y ST o 1 € I ,b s ooy (63 pdl, o ol Cuon]
(E39wg5 (ShaDwe Cubuo 6 yOb dud s
v (VY Yo IPFF) JalB 5,93 5 o550 L) ylio cobio olighige Sl (slgione Julos
AT LS )da> (Gay9 2 p
b



Y



@
b pole letrg}
AYOHF-YYO) (2le) (Modl oy 0 lasliw 5 )lols

YYVe-YEVE i((Sovg SN Modl (ym o ylaitin! 6 5los

) 2l oyl AP Lewnl g 5l o 5Ll VA JLe
Ol oKadly Sludl pole 5 wlool uSisls 1yl colo
(Ol ozl JLetils) (g ol olgzr 1] ghumno y1 o
(Ol o5 oRadls [Luasls) (ozmololy (yus 1 ymd yuw
Ol oKl 1 i

e

ol dlzyd 8 wldsS g S 095 S0 Kigesl

Ol o&asls jLasls Lol calSUN ozl sl HLndSSl 00,988 T olSisls sl

Ol iz Jguw) w5 ol oS Jogw Jlae

Ol olasls sl OS¢ s olSisls sl 3 olKsls slil

9o 590 938 eI PBLIEE Fews jpa
onls S s olKitils Lol ol o8ty ol e ol8ils ol
G103 Sl 9uS (Soeg5

o s olSails Lol ol 5555 ozl Slalllas olSiils sl
Ghore e dll Caasd So i gl pow P C LRV

losl saSisls ol s b (iSendib o Slusl pyle 5 Slosl 0aSails o odusl Ol L <)y 1 Sl
Pl pole leagyy aloe (ol olRisls Sludl psle
TR p— Cwowd  YV-PIVIYAA9 il Thss@ut.ac.r : (Ko yiSIl Gy, LS

ot OpeasS VYA FIYA & 0n PAVE YO o)led D) oluly )b psle sltmgs Aloa
el g = oole B3 I (5,58 5 Sl psle &5 )9S sale b i

el Lgime 105 ozl Sl psle 5 ol 8uSiils (gl Ylis &S 3gam

90 wled 5 SOOI SlaolGl 5o 4,55 ol

https://www.sid.ir glas 4 il sl ade Sledb] oKL m
https://ecc.isc.gov.it/showJournal/ slas 45 (ISC) el oylez pole (golizwl oL

www. Ulrich's international periodicals directory _slas 4 (Ulrich) g Jl goliwl oL
https://tehran.academia.edu/JournalofHistoricalSciencesStudies slis 45 LeaolST (goliiwl oKL




FsU pole leuingly daliliad 93 )3 Al (3 oy oyl s
U 3 6 ol Lale gl i ol pas oSl lusl pole 5 closl saStils 5ol psle (slouimgly 4yt
Do oo o 0yladd 93 )
Alie Jloyl & pla8l s 03505 Coley 353 oyl dlde o 1) 15 5,050 olod Gl oo pyiee Bl g
o 031,55k s sl (Jlol BB epj asboged b oad Jlu)l e Slspa pas )50 aizles
g
Sl 4 ol b Sl el ldag dre alble b ks e L)

3 €alobos 4 39,9 465 b 5l b ol I8 cpl plool ) cowl i oISal https://jhss.ut.ac.ir
(3655 pb s aileles
8l (B s b) odiungi ale )5 gl aomss b Ao
e 426 o 2ed 2B 4 byte lie Gl
Aoy 215 0din 5 2IST &) 0 B 3l gl S 20 ) g by sl Ml
yite (ole gobre 5 byl @Vl dsgosme o 2)l b (B 5l pel) (65505 4yt 55wl o)l dllie
D 03k b (6)505 alome (gl i 35 (69l plasl b g AL 0
(OB Mg b) odianrg (so1e 2 (Bgi> g ale blod & ] il g S g o (slgins § Jllao Colgine
ol
sl ST T lgime s pgs lio 35 g (3] Shalg 5o alne
9 Word ases bolyen 3,5 5 5l G g 03905 €l yd Baim g (sloialy cuond 1) g sla p)b
Aol Jloyl 4585 (¢l 365 dlaapdf
WS gun Ao g b Jald z)B ale gyl dcgeze l ole dw I L oad o3l lpail b g5y &Vl
bl Al die; pl 3 gt
e g ) SIS & Ul alie g & )il g (59l 3 5 31 S5l ol
eVl 05 claal,
iy 45 3)ik] doxis Yol ls daadss o gyl da gl db e cpsgla cye ol Lo alio
b
553 9 Cbusg) o)led 1S3 L ajlaged g bagyb diadds glias cpglis 9 YU 3 ojled S5 L b Jgia cnglic
24 Jshe g nslas cuglie oled sl p3Y 05 03l gl (e o gl oled 4 g 29 03,1 5 )0 (e
Ll i 5 5 (oliie el Slatie b b 1) 39 42355 (el 5 (guld ol 2
(89 ) pgal ©ygo 4 & g (e S g0 4 1L s>
oLl > Zo,b 5l iy sl dbgore @i 1Sy 0)led gl 1 Jle

Fig 1: The site prehistoric site distribution of the kashan plain

Ve Sl b gl o dPEYee il w5 ead edlitul bl S Sy e (o)) S
236 EPS PNG GIF TIFF (lacws | (S 50 g coblse
Ao gl



Wil i sl yisu b e a b dlds

2l dlio (glgime 3Ly g LsS o dlis IS pU s lgie

09,5 i (nh) (ole A pe odinng (SAIPL pU g pb Jobd o 1N b sdin gl Slasele

st (3905 (tedo Jpad 5 ouyts oo oKl oo 4 158 o wlSls 0 Sl

5 st s3tuns5 (S5 Con 5 ol gy 5 il (S35 o (sl o 35 )3 b U

Cubgly

95 55 Ao 505 Cuad gt > S Mot Sl e

P igh el 5 Gimgg (bo) cdan i Glo Jold dgu5e (slaojly b dllis I rele gy oS

e axig V) o)l &y g A5l (L)Y 395 53) ol Yo =YD+ syl allis o4Ss Canl 53 &y

o3y yilos 51 Lt Al yzo 55 o) o] 5 oy 4 Gl a5 ol gy U s Jolis 208 (loosl

o]

o > gy Bl oJlen) & b i ) > 1l ingsy in g Lol e ¢l ol ot

29 ¢ kan 55 390 alies

iliee Gigg I Jols aaBl g gl ((Aagh 5 (owp (P9 9 e coino Jold i phngy d

el e nl )3 g9 Slelul S5 9 Jimgh 3 odiwngh (he) paiBie sl 15 ol i gw)p B9

Sibyy 9 dado dlate () b (s xS e g con g dlie ol (e ol 16Kk 9 (g pSami 9 o

odlungs (S (nl bl )3 AL olem 08 g )l395 g jgal (Jgda b Mg g Canl (imgR 3590 dline

S )l Rl |paisee (Lol 5l g ()9lol exlosgy 50 dlde (g 3 &S], (%05 (pletal; Wl o

oy 3 W8 sl laolee (sl bl 4B Sl gy (900 Clredg g Sygo i g

Aoled o3l e p3 o] o)l dez i 5l e Al ke

23,5 ploil o 03,9l deldl )3 45" als deli 0gus (sliue  dlis Slels )l g Cow b ilio

20l alS YO Sl 5 )b 0aiSy den 5 Lis bl (ol 00 1ol 005

25 Sogo s o Lo il a8 V0w BAYe e S8 sl el bgunso 00 1 sl biguurs 085

gl iy

Extended Abstract, Introduction, Methodology, Results and Discussion,
Conclusion, keywords.

9 g 03l gl gl oy e 53 o o3l whe @lie 4 (wdSSl bguo 00,8 3 1 S bguno 00,8
Do 00y gl wr )b e 50 0l odlaiw] Jolts g polal ) bgus aoMs

(Table 1\, 5 Fig 1): Jue

V,) bobs o alols OY ojlul o (B Nazanin) 56 - (cosd) o8 L A4 LIS amin bbb dlis
g canly 5l g o Bl O axio Cpob g YU 5l dold pioren 05L o azdeg WOTd cw )b )3 o(single)
29 o3kl Times and New Roman o6 5l dSSl e )3 05b yio Slo ¥/0 plsS 12
Wooslul bl by 35l (9,0 &5 (odhae po g byl 3 Clebe )l (@lio (S slaojly oS
gl dldgl

A8l antly (i85 s plgis o pj Cus jlaw 4l 358 958 (K895 plo il w8 b ety 2 sl



o ploa by B o 5l (Kdy55 pe il Su Ly ol (el b ol aw I e miiens sla g8 U8
Do aides VY o3Il L Jg
iz o (W) ol (i o plgie 2980 958 )l polaid] dasie 4 &8 (5o b dlie lagise
L 4z (BOId) obus g iz (LB (50 j] dads oo SO L (VY) L
b o) des olanl cuig o ol ;> b3l g asl s dlis wb alie bL BTl lacuss o opless
(29 atbep Vo ojlul L
- g NledS ooliel ol clasle b plojls o e 5 i dugd ) B diassi b oty dolis
29 o)Ll cllae pl 4y cudgs
gle @ gl e =¥
b o2ltl @lie (i yiine Jl 298 0 (RSS9 392 dalgd @lie p (s g Mo llis )3 7yl Slel)]
el gy 5 ol (o2l Sl Sl ekl il dgr g0 Cla Wz (2 lye 0B a
D oo 03l gl )l elodly s b g 00,8 0L gl 5l a8 smbo 4 cguiie g D900 56T 590 5
Ao e 31 gl F-)
(Slorio b amio o)l 1] Gls Jls oty (Solgils pb)
b e
(OFIYA (o315 30000 Sha) 1585 S sl
(OF MM (oMb 5 (631j ot So) 285 95 sl
(OF WA (S0 5 (631 o Sho) 2y 9 )5 4w sl
oY Jbe sl
(Smith, 1999: 33) ;)5 &G (6lp
(Smith and x, 1999: 33) 1,55 9 4l
(Smith et al, 1999: 33) )55 aw |y
(@le) LG gl )l -¥-Y
8l pj Cyge g Lill Bgo ulul p dlde Slal 3 @2ty 5 @lie (55 09ud
QLS 4y gl —\-Y-F
i)l by @
DA g S
byt (SOlpl pb g pb Ol ol (3l (953) 25 Gl edlie Pl ol pU L Hhe (SN £l
D9 o iy (Sl ) & LS Pl («llamby oy 1S3 (15) 23 pU pi oo (Oly Cugh aly pean
S samyy desiS 5 ol o0 JLE L (Wge) 0958 elies 51l
(GRS g (K e olRimgs 1005 Sl T 8)s) (Fre lodeS (W) ey s i e
eSSl L5
P bl it oo ((Ttalic) Sulo) QLS b s o)l odinsgi pU Sl odigs (Solgls ol
(€l o3ly S5 el)
White, T.D. 1991. Human osteology. New York, Academic Press.



DS a4 gl

Sl 1305 15 5 olan sl —garsS yio) don s g le) L Shw IYAR) (309 ciy05 S
dlis 4 gls ) -Y-Y-F
pU g o (dossS J31) solil 3ye lis i (5l J5B) 51 55 gyl wilhe pb e (Solgls ol
ojly 3 g o (Italic) b Kolpl) alme g askibiad b aoluisly Lol flgie oz o b gduas (Solgls
ke Sloxio o)los 0jlad izl Jlo b )95 abxe
D9 o3 ol 9 &5 93,5 (0 )3 g5 53 e Alide lois
Ltzm\b;.a SYlie LY &l;)l dl)% JLA
i)l gbj @

:o.).;mg.y ggu
o ol Al b 5 slan] ((Sinjp cb)ile 4 a5 Ll alasly (WA (LIS wlde
HY-¥0 B Y ;b)lmf: > 0,9 “;‘b},‘:"u[w’b ‘«Lf’%")u L;Lﬁl)» 9 L;wl.w)uh.wb

HRVWTE
B i oS Bpd dle UL ol pac hsdie (cla el (WAF) LodljSle 15,00 g Sobiw oSy
SHOY 1) bl ¢ gl Jl ¢psuoli szl dleo &SI Slous 535 05l 9 e Lhasyd
smadSS b5
Trinkaus, E. 1982. Artificial cranial deformation in the Shanidar 1 and 5

Neanderthals. Current Anthropology 23 (2): 198-199.

Y s dsgocmo 4y gl

el b5 4

Gillings, M. 2000. Plan elevation and virtual worlds, The development of

techniques for the routine construction of hyper real simulations. In: J.A.

Barcelo, M. Forte and D. Sander, (eds.), Virtual Reality in Archaeology,

BAR int. Series 843:4751.

Loyl S SVl o gazso 4, gl

i)l gbj &

A plen OYlo acgaze play ag)lhgl G)sS » (pelisl slojre ST gl (IYA) i p0 d )l

(o2 Wy g Sumg xST e g odljime Chug (35S 4 ) g ohas blio g Sl oy 0 ol uar

JYA-YYY oo ‘(J‘)"I L;“' 0)90 9 d)iwb)f 9 t;ib)ﬁ ul).:,c bm9).: Ul)'ef

el b5 @

Jones, P., 2004. Identity and preoccupation: skulls cults and the emanation of

ideals in the aceramic Neolithic of Cyprus. In: Carter, F.D. and White, R.B.

(eds.), Proceedings of the 2004 BANEA Conference, 25-27 March 2004,
Reading University, England, 148-153.

by g alipll 4 glo)l -Y-V-¥



01Stils g oKl U ord 8> plaio oy lsie (5l J51) gls Jlo cilpo ol wilhe Solgls 5l

vy e Joro

(o )3 egsS 53 Ayl (ol Asbpbl Olgis g 095 o0 aidgs (Sl ) & 85 by Pl dnles day

255

i)l gbj @

ol gl aid)y 638 Al s ol jgdlyseil (Ko Juded (IVAY) odpes «Sigx

(o0t piio) (yoyde i oSl

smadSS L5

Blom, D.E. 1999. Tiwanaku regional interaction and social identity, a

bioarchaeological approach, Ph. D thesis, Department of Anthropology,

University of Chicago.

Sl g (o dovis & gla )l =F-Y-¥

(SRS e c@Bens o)lod quSe a5t by (it Ay b QLS B il pU ccile jopete pU

2 098 pkdeSie sl g 5ed)] pU iyt 5 sanaib o)led i (sis (Sl dbl @ gl >

sl (908 SIS Jore 9 wlidg e o)led 1S5 (OUS Clasdie

Sl sols 4 gl )l —0-Y-¥

Sl ey 513 51 i glyie (5l 099) s 53 cdae 29 Gl sl o e SIS ol

Aoy Sig S

ol )3 5 Bsd s Y Ay ol o lely] Jaadl 2o ool y1 gl Loun b qobio 44lS oo 43S

D9 asg [In Persian] lise yge 4 bl jl o

Bahrul-Uloomi, S.F., and Azimi, M. 2017. Dating the bricks of the Qalaichi

Bokan area. Tehran: Research Institute for Cultural Heritage and Tourism
and National Museum of Iran. [In Persian]

e 4 b Ol o K IS -

295 55 5l J513 5 Ll blie )3 Y Gy b alia cyte )3 lsd> slagli 5 (55Y (bl Lils

D9 85 Cubgig ) o ar gl )l Sl e 50> (Sl s ya

S9die oo pb (0Kl J1 pL Al pslas ¢l aie ilie 457 ()90 5

D9 sy glie Cuned o JSaa SET 3 05 ksl 13 L (5 liS0)les

9o S5 dlde (bl 3 &S (mlie D9d o wla o (SolglS oL bl 5 2Ll )90 4 dllie e

25 Lol g S dlis bl o s ne 51 5 ol j1 tunl 0 ool 2o 31 13 &S sl Lario lon

A5 sl Gls b abie 5l sl onts ool ol oy e U3l

5wl S5 ol s 4y alie bl e 5o laallis 5 ks leis

D9 0391 0y g (mil b e untlSSl 0y 1S A g ()b @i I o iy wlie


http://www.richt.ir/

)

brlon

Olod




Yo

oy

AD

VY

wa

\EY

Vay

yyyY

Yoo

yva

Y.y

vy

oo Cow ppd

P Blg U G193 5L g 0,1 S fcomy F U ol 3 05 AiSls
055l ledgus fo3l3005] pral daeo /1595 duiicy ]

2356 L) ssho pas pile ) Qlghili g olisald igalge Culy, mbai axllha
g Sy il 29 ulie /(395 g1 Judd!

ol Sl [YYYY 313 50 YA (sU3gS (o2lod 3L

Obwl W] (Brwige (ol el g CL LSl (o

Slae] (508 (s (6 it pgtlS £ Jlonday Sgaans

Il OUS 3 sy pas Aldge gl Solwl SS9 (MSutiusg
Sousd iz (5 2 VD= VYYF) o

SN Bygd (awge y doys 45 U oGl o Wi

e s S5

&3y w25 5By 3 (8l b (o2l 1 R IJE olio U (63541 03

oW o) dbrw 550 Jadllg) s

Obwjgd (Su,U sUdlie ;5 GO 5 4 (3,93 (i pw ALKl (w2
Blyad dpd o

ras olpl 50 Al Gilow b aalae 1 (g g i b (Slaids 135 g i
s psesls Slg> [yl

9 U.wx.'wb& @MM @‘3) 2O P9 %L“S )g\wﬁw 49]9«))‘ 9 wlgo)!c ‘)uﬁ
)i Juelowsl ogililil Lo phes § il )S Lo ple /(0. BYFYF-YFY)adgako

4, B pas Olegdao (Su U lgomo

u)bbls] &b Lo e {bogess s

S jam 3l € Fb s olusly (53524 o oS Cuanl

SO99 (§hade e 1600 1ud )8

Jal by g olisle Ul patecalo Gligige sl (glgtee Julos
)mb)i Lo jdua> £559)95 A y8 /(.d\Y\ ._\‘u\c‘c)



Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring- Summer 2026

University of Tehran Prees

Historical Sciences Studies e=
Online ISSN: 2676-3370

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/

Living Memory vs. Official History; Places of Memory and Rereading Real

MohammadAmir Ahmadzadeh

History in the Light of Nora's Thought

=1 Solmaz Avarideh>?

1. Corresponding Author,Associate Professor, Department of Cultural History, Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies,
Tehran, Iran. Email: m.ahmadzadeh@ihcs.ac.ir
2. Department of Social Science, PayameNoor University, Tehran, Iran. Email: avarideh92@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:
September 14, 2025

In Revised Form:
October 31, 2025

Accepted:
March 15, 2026

Published Onlin:

June 5, 2026

Keywords: living
memory, official history,
places of memory,
Reconsideration,

Collective Identity.

The present study examines the relationship between “living memory” and
“official history” in the context of intellectual, cultural, and identity developments
in modern and postmodern societies. The central issue of the research is the
conflict between lived memories and informal narratives of marginalized groups
and official memory organized by political and cultural institutions; a memory
that, in the process of modern nation-building, has transformed history into an
ideological tool for representing a homogeneous past and marginalized diverse
memories. The present study, drawing on Pierre Nora’s theoretical framework of
“lieux de mémoire” (sites of memory) and employing the method of critical
discourse analysis, offers a new perspective on history. It explores the
relationship between memory, history, and sites of memory, and examines the
capacity of these sites to represent, revive, and sustain suppressed memories. The
results show that the memory-making policies of modern states-nations have
turned history into a tool for consolidating power and dominant discourse by
marginalizing the memories of minority groups.in response to this trend," sites of
memory"can provide a means to grasp the true past and maintain continuity with
it. In addition to reconstructing collective identity, the sites can also offer the
opportunity to resist historical amnesia, revive neglected narratives and
marginalized voices,thereby preserving plural collective memory against
dominant official histories. The main achievement of the research is to highlight
the role of memory sites in reviving multilayered narratives, confronting
historical homogenization, and providing a critical framework for reinterpreting
cultural identity and fostering polyphonic historiography; which allows for a
deeper and multidimensional understanding of the process of memory-making
and historical representation.

Cite this The Author(s): Ahmadzadeh, M. A., & Avarideh, S. (2026). Living memory vs. official history: Places of memory
and rereading real history in the light of Nora’s thought. Historical Sciences StudiesVol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring-
Summer:(1-24). https://doi.org/10.22059/jhss.2025.402328.473850

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.
Author(s) retain the copyright. MohammadAmir Ahmadzadeh, Solmaz Avarideh
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22059/jhss.2025.402328.473850



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8410-0313
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4693-2853
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104437.html
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104437.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/�
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8410-0313�
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4693-2853�
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/�

2 Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring- Summer 2026

1.Introduction

In recent decades, the concept of “collective memory” has become a central focus in the fields of
cultural history, sociology, and the humanities. This growing attention reflects an increasing
awareness of the role memory plays in shaping collective identity, representing the past, and
reproducing power relations in modern societies. Within this framework, the relationship between
“living memory” and “official history” has emerged as a key issue in memory studies, as these two
represent distinct ways of engaging with the past. Living memory is rooted in lived experiences, oral
narratives, and social rituals, and it continues through intergenerational interactions. In contrast,
official history primarily relies on written documents, institutional frameworks, and formally
constructed narratives. With the expansion of modernity and the emergence of nation-states, official
history has increasingly functioned as a tool for organizing collective memory and consolidating
national identity, often marginalizing alternative narratives and the experiences of peripheral groups.
Under such conditions, the concept of “sites of memory” has gained particular significance as a
mechanism for preserving and reproducing collective memory.

2.Problem Statement

The social and cultural transformations of the modern world have led to the weakening of living
memory and a rupture in the intergenerational transmission of experiences. In this context, official
history—Tlargely shaped by power structures and political discourses—has increasingly replaced lived
memory and represents the past through a unified and institutionalized narrative. Such a process risks
eliminating or marginalizing diverse narratives and varied social experiences, ultimately intensifying a
crisis of memory and fragmentation in collective identity. Accordingly, the central problem of this
research is to examine the relationship between living memory and official history and to elucidate the
role of sites of memory in preserving and reconstructing collective memory within the context of
transformations in modern societies. This study seeks to demonstrate how sites of memory can
function as intermediaries between the past and the present, resisting historical oblivion and the
homogenization of narratives.

3.Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this study is grounded in Maurice Halbwachs’ concept of collective
memory and Pierre Nora’s theory of sites of memory (lieux de mémoire). Halbwachs, through his
formulation of collective memory, argues that the recollection of the past is shaped within the
framework of social groups and that memory is continually reconstructed within the context of social
relations. From this perspective, remembering is not merely an individual cognitive act but a socially
mediated process embedded in collective structures.

Building upon this approach, Pierre Nora introduces the concept of sites of memory to examine the
condition of memory in modern societies—societies in which living memory has gradually declined.
In order to preserve a connection with the past, memory becomes crystallized in various symbolic
forms such as monuments, rituals, texts, cultural symbols, and commemorative practices. According to
Nora, sites of memory are points where collective memories are condensed and preserved, enabling
the reconstruction and transmission of the past in contexts where living memory has weakened or been
disrupted. This perspective provides an interdisciplinary framework for analyzing the relationship
between memory, space, power, and identity.

4.Results

The findings of this study indicate that in modern societies, with the weakening of oral traditions and
the disruption of intergenerational transmission of experiences, living memory has gradually been
replaced by official history. Relying on archival documents, educational institutions, and
institutionalized narratives, official history reconstructs the past in a coherent framework that often
aligns with dominant power discourses. In many cases, this process marginalizes diverse social
narratives and lived experiences.
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Under such conditions, sites of memory gain particular significance as mechanisms for the
preservation and reproduction of collective memory. These sites may appear in the form of physical
spaces, cultural symbols, collective rituals, or literary texts, and by linking the past to the present, they
contribute to the continuity of a society’s cultural and historical identity.

Ultimately, this study demonstrates that rethinking the concept of memory and paying greater attention
to sites of memory can provide a foundation for reconstructing plural and multi-voiced narratives of
the past, while resisting the homogenization of historical memory within official narratives. Such an
approach can strengthen historical consciousness, preserve cultural diversity, and contribute to the
reconstruction of collective identity in contemporary societies.
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The present study, entitled “A4 Comparative Study of the Narrative of Shah
Abbas’s Confrontation with the Nuqtavis in Safavid Sources,” seeks to compare
the accounts of Khuzani and three other historians of this period, in order to
reveal the unique information contained in their reports as well as the aspects of
similarity and difference among their narratives. The aim is to determine how the
comparative analysis of these sources leads to the emergence of diverse
interpretations concerning the Nugtavi affair and to the formation of contradictory
understandings in the reader’s mind. The Nuqtavi order was founded in 800 AH
by Mahmud Pasikhani, and its activity continued during the Safavid era; as signs
of their cooperation with the Nizari Muhammad-Shahi sect can be observed
during the reign of Isma‘il and The reign of Tahmasp was accompanied by his
violent treatment of the Nugtavis. regarding the reign of Shah Abbas, it must be
said that each historian of this period reflected the story of the Shah’s
confrontation with the Nugtavis in his own manner. Among them, Khuzani’s
narrative has not been considered in any of the previous scholarly studies. The
findings of this research indicate that Khuzani offers a unique narrative in such
cases as the key role of ‘Inayat-Kal Isfahani in dealing with the Nugtavis,
mentioning the scholars present at the trial of Darvish Khosrow, and depicting the
massacre of the Nugtavis of Qazvin. Furthermore, with regard to the introduction
of their narratives and issues such as Shah Abbas’s alleged inclination toward the
Nugtavi order, the way in which he became aware of their deviations, the
chronology of related events, the method of proving Darvish Khosrow’s guilt in
court and the selection of Yusufi Tarkeshdoz for kingship, there exist similarities
and differences between Khuzani’s account and those of other historians.
Ultimately, the author of this study argues that the fading of ideological
prejudices over time and Khuzani’s lack of fear of the Safavid political
apparatus—due to his residence in India—gave him the opportunity to present the
event with a more realistic and independent perspective compared to the other
three sources.
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1. Introduction
The narrative of the Afzal al-Tavarikh concerning the Nugtavis has not, until now, received any
attention in scholarly research. A comparative examination of Khuzani’s account with those of three
other historians of the reign of Shah Abbas—namely Afushta’i, Munajjim Yazdi, and Iskandar Beg—
reveals numerous similarities and differences in content. In this regard, it should be noted that
although Khuzani, like Afushta’i and Iskandar Beg, links his report to the main body of the narrative
through a prefatory section, Munajjim Yazdi’s text lacks such an introduction. Khuzani and Iskandar
Beg compose their introductions with an overview of the activities of Darvish Khosrow prior to Shah
Abbas’s accession to the throne, whereas Afushta’i, in his preface, seeks to present the Nugqtavi
movement as a continuation of previous heretical trends by discussing issues such as Satan’s rebellion
against God and the emergence of figures whom he considers infidels—Ilike Mani, Mazdak, and Hasan
Sabbah. On the other hand, the manner in which Shah Tahmasp’s interaction with Darvish Khosrow is
presented in the introductions of Khuzani and Iskandar Beg is entirely contradictory: while Iskandar
Beg reports that the Shah treated Darvish Khosrow harshly, Khuzani claims that the monarch showed
him honor and respect. Khuzani, like Afushta’i and unlike Iskandar Beg and Munajjim Yazdi, refers to
the Shah’s financial assistance to the Nuqtavi center of activity in Qazvin and, contrary to them,
asserts that Shah Abbas converted to the Nugtavi order. Perhaps the most significant feature of
Khuzani’s account—which distinguishes his narrative from the other three—is the role he attributes to
a figure named ‘Tnayar-Kul Isfahani. According to Khuzani, this person was associated with Yusufi
Tarkeshdoz, advised the Shah to arrest Yusufi, collected evidence to prove the accusations against
Darvish Khosrow in court, personally executed Darvish Khosrow and Yusufi Tarkeshdoz, led the
massacre of the Nugtavis in Qazvin, and was responsible for the execution of Darvish Tarab and
Darvish Kamal in 1010 AH on the road to Khorasan. None of the other three historians make any
mention of ‘Inayat-Kul or his role in the Nugtavi affair.

Regarding the depiction of Darvish Khosrow’s arrest in the Takiyah of Qazvin, Afushta’i provides
a vivid and lively account, while the reports of Khuzani, Iskandar Beg, and Munajjim Yazdi lack this
feature. Furthermore, although Afushta’i and Iskandar Beg both refer to the killing of Mir Ahmad
Kashi—the Nugtavi leader of Kashan—by the Shah himself, Khuzani, despite having access to and
borrowing from Iskandar Beg’s text, omits the Shah’s direct role in this incident. As for who proposed
that Yusufi Tarkeshdoz should be appointed king for three days, the sources differ: Khuzani claims
that ‘Inayat-Kul advised the Shah to enthrone Yusufi, whereas in the Alam-ara-ye Abbasi and Tarikh-e
Abbasi, the proposal is attributed to Mulla Jalal Munajjim. However, Afushta’i attributes this decision
solely to Shah Abbas himself, assigning no role to any intermediary. Concerning the formation of a
tribunal to examine the accusations against Darvish Khosrow, although Khuzani, like Afushta’i and
Iskandar Beg, mentions the establishment of such a court, his account differs from theirs in several
respects. Khuzani asserts that this trial was held not in the presence of Shah Abbas but before “Shah
Yusufi,” and, moreover, he explicitly lists the names of six well-known scholars who were present at
the court—information absent in the accounts of the other two historians. In his narrative, Khuzani
also vividly describes the massacre of the Nugtavis of Qazvin following the execution of Darvish
Khosrow and Yusufi Tarkeshdoz, whereas the other three historians do not mention this event. From a
chronological perspective, Khuzani, like Iskandar Beg, records the suppression of the Nugtavis under
the events of the year 1002 AH, while Munajjim Yazdi and Afushta’i assign it to 1001 AH. Regarding
the historians’ evaluative judgments, Khuzani, like Munajjim Yazdi, employs the fewest negative
expressions toward prominent Nugtavi figures, while such expressions occur more frequently in the
writings of Iskandar Beg and especially Afushta’i. Nevertheless, Khuzani’s judgment of Yusufi
Tarkeshdoz differs from the others: during Yusufi’s three-day kingship, Khuzani speaks of him with
respect, referring to him as “the sovereign of dignity” and “Shah Yusufi,” though after this brief
period, his tone becomes sharply critical. By contrast, Afushta’i and Iskandar Beg adopt a consistently
negative attitude toward Yusufi throughout their accounts. Moreover, the reflection of the Nugtavi
belief in metempsychosis and the use of satire in narration are features of the accounts of Afushta’i
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and Iskandar Beg, which are absent in the texts of Khuzani and Munajjim Yazdi. All these
observations ultimately indicate that each historical source recounts only part of a larger story, and that
a comprehensive understanding of historical events requires a combined study of multiple sources.

Finally, regarding the degree of credibility of Khuzani’s report compared to the other three, the
present author argues that two factors make his narrative more reliable and independent. First,
Khuzani wrote about the Nuqtavi affair after a longer temporal distance from the events than the other
historians. Second, he composed this section outside the Safavid domain—that is, in India. In other
words, the fading of ideological prejudices over time and Khuzani’s lack of fear of the Safavid
political apparatus, due to his residence in India, enabled him to approach the episode with greater
realism and independence. The fact that Khuzani, unlike Iskandar Beg, speaks of Shah Tahmasp’s
amicable attitude toward Darvish Khosrow; that, contrary to the other three historians, he refers to
Shah Abbas’s inclination toward the Nugqtavi path; and that, in identifying the Nuqtavis’ heresy, he
emphasizes the role of ‘/nayat-Kul Isfahani rather than that of the Shah—all are instances
demonstrating the higher authenticity and originality of Khuzani’s account compared with the other
three sources.
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1.Introduction

The 1953 coup d'état represents a critical historical juncture (Sewell, 2005) saturated with
competing truth claims, where power relations actively shape historical consciousness.
Situated within Critical Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 1992; Wodak, 2001), this study
adopts Foucault’s power-knowledge framework (1977, 1980) to interrogate how three
dominant  discourses—Pahlavi-state, American-imperial, and  revolutionary-counter—
constructed mutually exclusive narratives of the coup. Foucault’s insight that "truth isn’t
outside power" (1977, p. 131) necessitates examining archival practices as political
technologies (Stoler, 2002), rejecting positivist historiography that treats documents as
neutral evidence. While prior scholarship (Gasiorowski, 1987; Abrahamian, 2001; Azimi,
2008) has dissected geopolitical dimensions, extant works remain constrained by three
limitations: (1) overreliance on declassified Western archives as objective sources (Byrne,
2021), (2) methodological nationalism neglecting transnational discursive interplay
(Connelly, 2009), and (3) inattention to how subaltern narratives (Guha, 1983) challenged
hegemonic historiography through informal circuits. This research bridges these gaps by
demonstrating how each discourse operationalized distinct epistemic regimes (Jiger &
Maier, 2009) to legitimize their version of 19 August. Employing genealogical analysis
(Foucault, 1977) and triangulated archival hermeneutics (Ventresca & Mohr, 2002), this
study juxtaposes three previously segregated document clusters. The Pahlavi-state corpus
comprises textbooks (Ministry of Education, 1335/1956), censorship decrees (National
Archives of Iran, S-32/8), and historiographic institutions' outputs (Razmara, 1340/1961),
revealing mechanisms of institutionalized forgetting (Trouillot, 1995). The American-
imperial corpus includes CIA operational cables (CIA-RDP79-00927A010800040001-4),
State Department memos (FRUS Vol. X, 1989), and declassification chronologies
demonstrating temporal governance (Hedstrom, 2002) over historical access. The
revolutionary-counter  discourse draws from samizdat publications (Nabard-e Khalg,
1350/1971), Khomeini’s sermon transcripts (Khomeini, 1356/1977), and memoirs
(Shariati, 1358/1979), exemplifying subjugated knowledges (Foucault, 1980) circulating
through shadow archives (Ghamari-Tabrizi, 2016). Methodologically, this comparative
design adapts interdiscursive analysis (Fairclough, 1992) to expose: (1) textual strategies
(lexical choices, narrative framing), (2) institutional practices (archival classification,
censorship), and (3) socio-cognitive processes (Scheff, 1997) embedding coup narratives
within  broader ideological systems. Crucially, it examines silences—what archival
taxonomies exclude (Derrida, 1995)—as constitutive of historical meaning.The analysis
reveals three distinct discursive apparatuses (Foucault, 1980) for manufacturing historical
truth. The Pahlavi discourse employed pedagogical disciplinarity (Althusser, 1971)
through state historiography textbooks that sanitized the coup as a "national renaissance"
(Pahlavi, 1340/1961, p. 78), systematically erasing Mosaddegh’s popular mandate via
archival annihilation (Ketabdar, 2019). Concurrently, U.S. actors practiced temporal
arbitrage (Cohen, 2019) through classified document systems; CIA cables (e.g., Wilber
Report, 1954) were structurally designed for 50-year embargoes, enabling strategic
anachronism (Stoler, 2009) where revelations emerged only after political utility
expired.Conversely, the revolutionary discourse weaponized mnemonic  resilience
(Amanat, 2017) through cassette sermons reinterpreting 19 August as divinely preordained
betrayal  (Khomeini, 1356/1977), transforming coup anniversaries into  counter-
commemorations (Sewell, 2005). Crucially, these discourses clashed not merely over facts
but over epistemic sovereignty: Pahlavi sources naturalized ~monarchy through
chronopolitical order (Assmann, 2011); U.S. documents instrumentalized transparency as
delayed accountability (Moyn, 2021); revolutionary narratives sacralized resistance
through eschatological time (Dabashi, 2011). This study’s theoretical contribution lies in
demonstrating that historical events become discursive battlegrounds (Laclau & Moulffe,
1985) where archives function not as memory repositories but as siege engines (Mbembe,
2002) in legitimacy wars. It argues that comprehending 19 August requires mapping the
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material infrastructure of narrative production—from textbook printing presses to
clandestine tape-duplicators—as constituent elements of power (Nietzsche, 1874/1997).

2.Materials and Methods

This study interrogates the 1953 coup d'état (19 August 1332) through Foucault’s power-knowledge
framework (1977, 1980), conceptualizing the event as a discursive battleground where three
dominant narratives—Pahlavi-state, American-imperial, and revolutionary-counter—compete for
epistemic sovereignty. Rejecting positivist historiography, we position archives as political
technologies (Stoler, 2002) that actively construct historical "truth" through institutionalized
forgetting (Trouillot, 1995) and systematic silencing. Methodologically, we deploy critical discourse
analysis (Fairclough, 1992) within a genealogical paradigm (Foucault, 1977), implementing
triangulated archival hermeneutics (Ventresca & Mohr, 2002) to juxtapose three corpora: (1)
Pahlavi-state documents (textbooks, censorship decrees) revealing pedagogical disciplinarity
(Althusser, 1971) that homogenized history; (2) American classified reports (CIA cables, State
Department memos) demonstrating temporal arbitrage (Cohen, 2019) through calibrated
declassification; and (3) Revolutionary productions (samizdat, sermon tapes) constituting subjugated
knowledges (Foucault, 1980) distributed via shadow archives (Ghamari-Tabrizi, 2016). Our
analytical prism exposes how each discourse operationalized distinct epistemic regimes: the Pahlavi
apparatus enforced chronopolitical order (Assmann, 2011) through textbook sanitization; U.S. actors
weaponized strategic anachronism (Stoler, 2009) via document embargoes; while revolutionary
networks cultivated mnemonic resilience (Amanat, 2017) through counter-commemorative practices.
Crucially, the methodology examines archival absences (Derrida, 1995) as constitutive of power,
with interdiscursive analysis decoding lexical strategies, institutional practices, and socio-cognitive
embeddings across sources. This approach transcends traditional historiography by unmasking
archives not as neutral repositories but as siege engines (Mbembe, 2002) in legitimacy wars,
ultimately revealing how epistemic clashes over 19 August centered on the material infrastructure of
narrative production itself.This analysis reveals the 1953 coup as an epistemic battleground where
three distinct knowledge production regimes—Pahlavi-state, American-imperial, and revolutionary-
counter—competed for interpretive sovereignty through unique institutional mechanisms. The
Pahlavi discourse transformed history into state-monopolized capital via bureaucratic apparatuses
(Central Historiography Committee, SAVAK units), enforcing not just censorship but scientific
redefinition that marginalized dissent by privileging official sources. Conversely, American
documentation (CIA files) demonstrates strategic knowledge management where classification based
on "public opinion impact potential" subordinated historical accuracy to security calculus—an
internally contradictory system that ultimately undermined its own credibility through prolonged
secrecy. Most significantly, the revolutionary discourse developed ingenious counter-hegemonic
practices: materially constrained underground networks achieved maximal cultural productivity
through cassette duplication and symbolic re-coding (e.g., linking the coup to Ashura narratives),
proving knowledge could circulate outside institutional frameworks. Crucially, these regimes
clashed not over factual details but over epistemic authority—the right to define historical truth
itself. Power consistently sought to monopolize collective memory through knowledge production
control, yet as revolutionary resistance demonstrated, such monopolies remain vulnerable to creative
subversion. This study establishes that historical "truth" emerges not objectively but through
asymmetric discursive struggle between dominant power and resistant epistemologies (Foucault,
1977). The implications extend beyond 1953: all historical understanding requires analyzing both
narrative content and its production infrastructures—the institutional, technological, and symbolic
mechanisms governing knowledge circulation. Archives, textbooks, and samizdat networks are not
neutral vessels but hegemonic instruments that shape temporal consciousness (Ghamari-Tabrizi,
2016). Ultimately, while power attempts to control past/present/future through knowledge
monopolies, this research documents how subterranean counter-narratives persistently challenge
such domination, proving that historical truth remains perpetually contested terrain.
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1. Introduction

The Elamite civilization, strategically situated in the western Zagros and southwestern Iran,
served as a pivotal crossroads between the Iranian Plateau and Mesopotamia. This geographic
position fostered a continuous, bidirectional cultural synthesis with neighboring polities. Such
intricate relationships—characterized by both profound influence and stylistic overlap—
necessitate an investigation of Elamite music within a broader regional context, utilizing both
indigenous records and comparative data from contemporary civilizations.

Despite Elam’s significant historical standing in the Near East, it remains a domain fraught
with scholarly challenges (Hinz, 1996:1). The paucity of direct textual documentation,
coupled with the ephemeral nature of musical instruments—often crafted from degradable
organic materials—has limited the physical archaeological record. Nevertheless, fragmentary
evidence, including ceramic motifs, glyptic arts (seals), reliefs, and inscriptions found across
the Zagros, allows for the tracing of musical antiquity in these regions back to the prehistoric
era.

Pottery shards from the 6th millennium BCE, particularly those recovered from western Iran,
depict rhythmic communal scenes: human figures engaged in dance, standing shoulder-to-
shoulder. These motifs, often rendered in stark geometric polychrome, represent the dancing
figure through stylized, quasi-geometric forms (Hole et al., 1969:157). Given the intrinsic link
between dance and sonic performance, these ceramic findings push the origins of music in the
Iranian Plateau and Mesopotamia back to the 6th millennium BCE. However, tangible
instrumental remains in Mesopotamia only materialize in the 3rd millennium BCE, beginning
with rudimentary idiophones.

Morphological parallels between FElamite and Mesopotamian instruments justify a
comparative methodology. While primary sources for Elamite music are sparse, these
typological similarities facilitate reconstruction through the archives of neighboring cultures.
For instance, at Kish and Ur, early Mesopotamian strata yielded thin, curved copper blades—
usually found in pairs. Initially misinterpreted as weaponry, they are now identified as
"clappers" (idiophones), originally secured to leather grips. Such clappers are vividly depicted
on a cylinder seal from Ur, dating to approximately 2700 BCE (Galpin, 1937/1997:14).

The 3rd millennium BCE witnessed the emergence of arched harps in the western Zagros (ca.
3300-3100 BCE), representing some of the earliest complex chordophones; Mesopotamian
examples followed shortly thereafter (ca. 3000 BCE). Due to the temporal proximity of these
dates and the scarcity of iconographic evidence, the precise geographic provenance of the
arched harp remains debated (Lawergren, 2009). Conversely, the vertical harp materialized in
the first half of the 3rd millennium, whereas the large lyre gained prominence in the latter
half, with specimens evidenced as early as 2800 BCE. Notably, the horizontal harp (sabitum)
appears to have an Iranian origin, with its earliest evidence found at Adab (Sabum) in
northwestern Iran; it did not appear in Mesopotamian iconography until after 2000 BCE
(Krispijn, 2008:141).

By the 2nd millennium BCE (Old Babylonian period), the "angular harp" was introduced—a
form that subsequently spread throughout the Near East, eventually appearing in Egypt during
the reign of Amenhotep II. These instruments were played either vertically with both hands or
held horizontally, with strings struck by a plectrum. Statistical analysis of iconographic
remains indicates a prevalence of seven-stringed angular harps, a tradition that persisted into
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Ist-millennium Babylon. Scholars suggest that by 1900 BCE, arched harps had largely been
supplanted by these angular variants across the Near East (Lawergren and Gurney, 1987: 51).
The lute (long-necked Iute) entered the historical record during the Akkadian period,
confirmed by both glyptic evidence and Neo-Sumerian literary texts (Volk, 1994: 179). While
the first lutes appeared in Mesopotamia around 2300 BCE, they became the dominant stringed
instruments in Iran a millennium later (Lawergren, 2009). Figurines from the Sukkalmah and
Kidinu periods in Elam confirm the presence of both short-necked and long-necked lute
variants during the 2nd millennium BCE.

The shared instrumental and cultural heritage between Elam and Mesopotamia suggests a
potential commonality in theoretical frameworks, including intervals, tuning systems, and
tonal structures. Comparisons with Mesopotamian music may thus illuminate the "obscure
zones" of Elamite theory. The hypothesis that Pythagoras derived mathematical ratios for
musical intervals from Babylonian precedents (Abraham, 2001:55) further underscores the
existence of a codified theoretical structure in ancient Near Eastern music. Therefore, any
rigorous analytical study of Elamite music—whether examining organological evolution or
ritualistic functions—demands a profound, comparative exploration of the Mesopotamian
cultural milieu.

Scholarship on Elamite music remains nascent due to the aforementioned scarcity of primary
sources. Existing literature is predominantly descriptive, focusing on organology through the
lens of iconography. Key contributions include Dehnad and Zafarmand’s (2015) comparative
study of the Kul-e Farah reliefs and Aliee et al.’s (2019) thematic interpretation of music in
ancient Iran. Furthermore, Sepideh Khaksar’s (University of Tehran) archaeo-musicological
thesis provides a comprehensive organological survey. While Francis William Galpin’s The
Music of the Sumerians remains a foundational text for Mesopotamian intervals and scales, it
addresses Elam only tangentially. Finally, Javier Alvarez-Mon’s The Art of Elam (2020)
offers high-resolution visual data essential for the comparative identification of Elamite
musical elements.
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1. Introduction

In the mid-twentieth century, as the Iranian state intensified its efforts to elevate Persepolis as
the monumental epicenter of national identity, a markedly different voice emerged from the city
of Shiraz. Ali-Akbar Basiri, director of the National Library of Shiraz and a figure deeply
embedded in the city’s literary and Sufi circles, composed a lengthy mystical poem titled
Secrets of Persepolis (Asrar-i Takht-i Jamshid). Published between 1955 and 1971, the poem
reimagines Persepolis not as a relic of secular glory, but as a symbolic pathway toward spiritual
perfection, each palace representing a stage in the journey of the soul. This article examines
Basiri’s work as an unexpected intervention in the larger cultural discourses of nationalism,
identity, and modernity in Pahlavi Iran.

The Pahlavi regime’s nationalist ideology, particularly under Reza Shah, had already
established Persepolis as a visual and rhetorical anchor for Iran’s pre-Islamic past. Grounded in
Aryanist racial theory and historical essentialism, this vision treated pre-Islamic antiquity as the
true origin of Iranian identity while marginalizing the Islamic centuries as a period of decline.
Yet, following the 1953 coup and amidst the cultural uncertainty that followed, efforts emerged
from within the state and civil society to soften the strict division between Iran’s Islamic and
pre-Islamic pasts. Scholars have shown that from the 1960s onward, new narratives attempted to
reconcile these two histories through cultural production and revised historiography. Basiri’s
mystical recasting of Persepolis anticipates and subtly contributes to this intellectual shift.

This study argues that Secrets of Persepolis functions as a rare and early example of a unifying
vision of Iranian identity in literary form. Drawing upon the symbolic language of Sufism—
particularly the metaphysics of the Zahabiyya order—Basiri crafts a narrative in which Darius,
the Achaemenid king, becomes a spiritual guide, and the architectural layout of Persepolis maps
onto the seeker’s inner journey. In this poetic world, the Prophet Muhammad and Imam ‘Al do
not stand in opposition to Iranian kingship; rather, they serve as luminaries guiding its ideal
expression. Basiri himself appears as a seeker on this path, with Darius as his mystical
exemplar. Through this imaginative integration, Basiri refuses the binary that had long
separated Iran’s imperial and Islamic legacies.

The poem’s origins in Shiraz during the 1950s and 1960s are crucial to its meaning. At the time,
Shiraz was both a center of state-sponsored cultural development and a stronghold of Sufi
thought. The city’s intellectual and spiritual milieu, shaped by institutions like the Kantin-i
Danish-i Pars (Pars’s Center of Knowledge) and the continued prominence of the Zahabiyya
order, offered a unique space for such a synthesis to emerge. Yet Basiri’s approach was not
uncontroversial. From the late nineteenth century onward, both secular reformers and religious
modernists had mounted sustained critiques of Sufism. Thinkers like Ahmad Kasravi and
Abulfazl Burghei, whose anti-Sufi works remained influential well into the 1950s, described
mystical practices as superstitious and morally corrupt. Basiri’s allegorical use of ancient
Iranian monuments as stages of mystical ascent thus responded not only to nationalist
historiography but also to the increasingly emboldened attacks on Sufism from across the
ideological spectrum.

This dual context—Shiraz’s unique convergence of literary, mystical, and nationalist energies,
and the growing pressures on Sufi expression—makes Secrets of Persepolis a significant yet
overlooked artifact of mid-century Iranian thought. Its theological ambition is matched by its
political subtlety: in an age when historical discourse was often a battleground of ideological
control, Basiri offered a vision of Iranian identity that was neither rigidly secular nor
exclusively Islamic. Instead, he drew on a centuries-long tradition in which Islamic authors had
reinterpreted pre-Islamic monuments in light of Islamic history. Basiri’s poem participates in
this older literary lineage even as it intervenes in the specific anxieties of his own time.

By placing the poem within this longue durée, this article contributes to a growing body of
scholarship that questions the stark oppositions often assumed in Iranian identity discourses—
between modernity and tradition, Islam and antiquity, nation and umma. Secrets of Persepolis
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demonstrates that the impulse to weave together disparate pasts was not limited to official
historiography or secular intellectuals. It also emerged in poetic and mystical registers, voiced
from within Iran’s provincial centers, and shaped by regional histories of spiritual practice.
Basiri’s work complicates prevailing accounts of Pahlavi-era nationalism as uniformly secular
and West-facing. In the final analysis, Basiri’s work is not simply a mystical poem nor a
nationalist reinterpretation of ruins. It is an act of negotiation: between eras, ideologies, and
epistemologies. It anticipates some of the concerns that Mirsepassi later theorized under the
“quiet revolution,” yet it predates that framework by at least a decade. As such, the poem
reveals an early moment in which spiritual and historical narratives were consciously entwined
in the search for a unified Iranian identity—one that neither rejects Islam nor disowns antiquity,
but seeks to harmonize both under the sign of mystical vision.

Ultimately, this study suggests that the significance of Basiri’s work lies not only in its content
but also in its position within Iranian intellectual history. Composed before the ideological
crises of the 1970s and the revolution that followed, it offers a glimpse into an earlier moment
when spiritual and national imaginaries could still be braided together. Its recovery challenges
us to rethink the binaries that have structured so many readings of Iranian cultural history—and
to reconsider the role of poetry and mysticism in shaping national narratives.



) UJL;-Y b)lo*z AFD QMU 9 )LQ,Z ) E)M A Jl.w t‘_;.r.‘{)u ‘0519 dWs}J

@ U pole slplngyy
TRYF-TTV. Sy 2 gl

— https://jhss.ut.ac.ir

oo CSG ) gant] GUS 13 solaet s Aldgo o1y5 bl 1S 95 aiSuliasg

(05 2 Y¥B+-1TTF)
P el i

z_tamasoki@sbu.ac.ir 2Bl (] )l e it Mg oK (g ylame (658> s ol IS (Jitms (Kiirg3s ¢ Jgtume odimmygs )
LEVLES e SleWb

Clor Cogn il oles & golag pas IS e lapletiS 3 nder €55 4 oppd QL degere )l
9 L S 9> Cpgo a4 blobue Ao g b Sl g Gl olnl LIS e laglesS ol )5 a8 ol
Ol 4oy oty Glisn olul &)U ) Glisiucge ora ol 0l gandgie 5 a0 )g0 Jilue Cygo
ohe 5l Gl Ghe? 23 1) awl Cugn Gyl 9 85 (o 03l 1) Gl Pl Sl gy ABSS g ez csS
oy 9 i d 8ol il e pSIde (g om0 55100 Bl 4y (Ulobns B 5l g 5 5l
BB chpdar SOl )3 ding g eql Sl (Ggite (L8 S 53 Al 0o 53 (Folite oy 5l ped (o Bl
Alrl Glool ilame J 653l yimr 13 1) g Sobu Jolie 5 dino CunnS 0 5 21y I Ao 4 1) o]
e 5 b Bgal iSucieg Ayl 495 wad e (LS Cygn Coluy polie Lged (pl WS (0 b9y Ol
Py s &1y loj g dnardie Sl (shoslate )3 1y (orws = (oMl jal g sl ol il e slaaY
Cpdosr o5 jalls oo b all JI Solo 0 (ggime Clolie ol (cladyil gua > .l o) (590 &
3l leplel 5 pMol puoly 31sl b g Slas lye 51 50led il go syl )3 ysms i (s 5 392 (Y50
Caslis ke 1 Sy alis oyl S olaial, oW oly 4 o (Lol ol §1 (ooles piiabin gl 5
g sl oS 55955 5l g prd 4 9 1S o ST ) Bgai (gladils § tpbar S S Sl > i
and lyd (658 (sainej g DS (glyie s L by e 230 (2l Sde slagleiiS Jpou Dl ¢ Sl
ol e o LT OMED ozl 53 & Canspolio malie Py (gymar (5)58 859y d950 ibg) ATY
Sl ) g o) Bgains platiS b LB )3 jad cpl &5 3580 03 (LIS (e WiloAd Aage
593 9w Jl S (o bl (o Cugp cowy Culyy lp (b alied 1) Sbye i sl S e plesiS
9 8 Cugp g lme cdlibls 4 (2SS 1) (Sl laple 3B ad nl 3 ez eSS oLl ()
Sleslio Lo wod y3 laldlie &Sl (Joine (o Sl (3] (ils3 loias dlhe s fons djlocse by (2o

S (oo (Byre oyt olpl Sl Y5 g o Cogr (Sl dabl Sy

Wl £o
iy — sols
LIy PRy
VFF/+FIYA

16,550 &,
VF+¥/+ AT

oyl &,
AR 7AMIAN

LS &6
VF0/+Y/V0

olel gads sbejly
895 oMl il 5 ksl
Ad Boal pgd Sl

posl il pole ool duavge Culas b &S cuwl « Rethinking Iranian Modernity» lgie b ik} gk (29)5 jl Slodde iso dllie oyl %

Cowl 00

Jbo (Bl pole (sloingy s 0 VW= VYYY) dudionr o0 lpl QLS 13 (golay pae Bldgo (o] )5 okl :atsiS 93 (aiduing (VFr0) s o (Suned bl
DO https://doi.org/10.22059/jhss.2025.398829.473825 LVFANIYE FY ol ogled il 5 e o) 65le A

m Sunas g3 18 N $O )5 olEtils ol L] Ao 2,36



https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_104685.html
https://creativecommons.org/

(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy VY

VXTI
3 o &b 3 SYsb sty ol sl sles gen nen 55 iy i Sl
Cugn dled 4y Madid (gldoliyy LJB (0 Ludegoomo opl &5 gy (g5ls 890 53 Lol fuily pu]
DB o cogn & Gl sl Cogi cass 3y ol by cuagSs g ab Ja ol e
oM ! .(Mousavi, 2012: 156; Daryaee, 2009; Babaie and Grigor, 2015: xix) 3l
g1 gl @Sl & a5 €85 USS 55l 8y90 ob S le oy 5

Sz,0 cos] o jbads, slidgnl bl (gales oli Loy g0
5 e oyl bllad] g ol il 22838 gllae 065 b 3 lmods] 391 (ysaiy (slmand
Loyl 4 215 5 S s 5148 VoS bl cosn b Slnl 6y sl tplabus pe b
2 Ol opl sl ooy plabune (358 51 457 Slpl (oMl Cogr &g CulS (0jl 0y b
€Ol ol 2 b g ope o0l Pl ol ) 4 g 0l Ly o)l - ope (31 i o0
byl (Bu,lpe g 5oL oBw> oyl (Manoukian, 2012: 181) A o (Byxe il b
L 9381 5 lS 4 0395 5 pglie Colup k0 9 Jp5 Sl 3 (egrie &, €l 0D
ol dozsie ()l pl Pl 39)5 5l ey (slabail )3 &S N3 g e S S L g
3 8 3 i DMl sy 3 et Y3 b5 & s e il Gy S IS 5
3909 3 Ul Yok 9 i 9 j8 893 pulipw (> & 108 )00 sladd 4 (I pD Cyga
@l Jl Cipe il ey b e Al Gy wr rejpe 4 YL
ol yzeay nl il (s300 590 ly oley Sg> I 5 392 " (55laxed
e 4 1) S88e lohus dnd Coga 4l 995 Jblas plilpl s gl S & - I
.(Boroujerdi, 1996: 120-155) «3938l o 4l lall>es

G 3 solae pae ST el Sl e 9 455 it (ol 3y
o bl g Ml Aoy ja @ ldSS Bpe 4 L5 b a4 Gl ol
wldad 9> slayiagh {(Amanat, 2012: 292) Cuwl o MB € pges JUBl 5 K yd
GBS0 clad cusdly Ballae VWYY 5l o (cladad 0 oS Cand (gpgai cpu Sl L
gy ade Wby y g K 0l colas 4 WYY 2bye YA (50365 51 s s (s5log <o
D dxlas Cusgiiio oy Lol CuaS w )yl 4 golay Lo jleste Sl 5 Bluas
ol 1y 3y 355 Wy slacdyy & iy (gl ccsgley (Siunly b Moy 5150 o8 Sl

1. Reenactment
2. Exclusionary Nationalism



NA ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy
&S Qb Sce 8l dle 1 gl glad o lallbw b b lojer (Merhavi, 2019: 76)
OB I 03 )8 (o (Bpme 355l (LS y0 5w Sl ]y ol g (aliials slaplls
e & Juate Ghygda il I odsu g 25 e (LS (3,5 (F9)0 i > ol g
il Cuans 4 9 35 593 sl 1) Cilnl Sl (olag s oS 2,80 A (ol
owed 5l 5> (Bourujerdi, 1996: 120-155) €aindy g o oMl iy > jloaity,
o DS sy 5 Sim b 5yl0l Ll o 0 WYOIYA) (& pmacs 55T e 45 553 e
28 Ol LB o Cla g dntien €55 )yl (sgite ()9 4 pladl Gyt
Jp sbglesiS 33 o] glosistine) wijls 51 cul 393 3l (6 (S0l o33
Sy )8 g (b bine Sl pbrasid |) bplaasS STl loj ol )3 dndier €59
B> WIS (oo (el 9 03) dgioe | gadge po o)y (IS P g S el &S
ol 1) boleiialy 5 oS Joo 5 musSe (P qealodin $950 0B (o550
2lp 3 Ceglin b (30l B 53 (93,5 (o0 )8 bls (glapleiiS pl p> oS el
oS chalune (yloiaS > (Foucault, 1972, 24 Jergensen, & Phillips, 2010: 1) 5,0 L@i
ST Jlie GlosiSoly 3 .08 o casd 4 il pl bles wlie 4 1) dndier €55 (solay
S gl U iade md oty (2 Solinl 095 I glite glate > o <55 (92
Sl Y OBl o o olpl p «Scas) o 1S ciw el 51 sy le o»

CUiaS o dpdiex oS jd odile gls 4 tlale o Bol ¢ DB Lol o5 @y s
) blue coly) 38 ddar <55 ) (gpmar ldgo yrds 93 ol Bleo )3 (WA o jsiucrs)
S Cogp ol (Blop by S e iy 4 Sbie Gglate wliiCEpme p 4SS L
Urbanski, 2011; Armstrong, ) &S o z)b € 350k @lisY Cuyres dbils 5 Sio
.(2015; Foucault, 1972; Hobsbawm, 1983
2 paduin HlaS ¢ |y €13 bl Y oS cusl b o «1,5 s cusl b 1 g0 oS Jbs jo
Mozaffari, 2014 £ —5) IYAY (¢,51) Llosled dbogyuio yloj 5l o)l pl Cosd i luy 0595
Chdbiaz €3Gl Colgy a8 4iS o JYaswl dllés oyl > {(Mylonas & Tudor, 2023, 46
25 90 o g Caa 0 )l g Cogn ) GBI (Bloy g S 9>l Whe > gy
CS5 )yl 3 g 9y o ol (Pl Ae) oyly b gl (st (sl lie ()l
A aad o b |y opelig (dlasgy doldl (gymar ST Jo QLS gloime Julow g €apiion
lines Jlos ol i3 e oly g a2 )lSo 1y oMl lil g sl Gl )b s ol 52

1. Contextualizing



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy Ma

& & . . 3 . \ .
Calyy cnl ol Blate ((glS (nl ) WS (o 389 |y omar (gp oy Bhate 2lgiee
Do o 8] o)yl BuBIS 9> sy Cas

Sl (Pl G Sk ey w8 dgpee |y b cpl glile) 3 gpma
4.‘9.).";&0)5 Sy 0 ul“:’l)i‘ L;.Q).sw e .))19 WIS L uLwJoL.:)] 9 uwa.Al?ub
4 g odd pidie (B 0 WY 3 bipn e Slwl Slel &)U G QLS (e
PPE dL"" 52 °9M'c Do ddiod> o 5 L)"?l'{ And i b Bdlas Sy @‘9} 409M.C
Sy ol ) Jlhed g L) e 3 1) deder 55 &5 (glag LIS el cunls
bl @b S5 gl » b ol wmar Gl g (bl dils Db )3 ol
l{ 9 KW 03)91 09 Sk )J) )] RWHOCS 31 )‘ d‘o)b LSLQM wa9‘5 L)?«‘ 2 w]fua
el cand 4 o 5l eyt g i SleMbl 00 4 ol BB y0d g edde slaasg) sl
)1 o™ 9 ;K.wu ol&uisly Ls‘“’l"“’d)‘“’ :\.\mya )‘ L;JKJ)AI LS)L°> Clud WA B YY.a )l
Sl oage i b il S 015l 5 Simyd )i 1y bnbelS Cudgiune Ul zg)s
Jlo w55 9 95 Sde 4 (5 WA 5l 5 pulidlinls JS o)l (8 oyl &S g pmar o
Aoz 80 ol Bl g (g pmas pS] e 905 e duden CoU | gl dewesd &
a5 G Hlousd (VY5 B gymar tdoddo DIYYe (goilane VDD ( oli) Cunl o3l gl )l ol
Bl Cang & 425 b udls )5 o3 slaigls uls ol 55 syt HSIle ol
e g o WY B S ielS Canpyw &S g )b i eSSl

Al (golay 9> (o) (HINED 4 STy LiSd dnden €55 | (gpmar Sl
iiled By dlie dons gyl J) g s g & Suelginl CMen 4 ABMS  Seuly
Gllis 5 (Bye il (1B g Cal cyde Gl (6,58 Ful o dablie Al s 00
rdgy el )3 djl o dta Sl Cogn fod GlapleasS 4 (2SS 3 1) (655 0
2 il oy ple ol Lal g (Simjd (gpea 39 Sos (Bum 5 0550l b 25 0

1. Contextual and Textual Analysis



Y. ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy
&ly e pao5 g Sy o) S lizes dagy) dgg b SOl Soge 5 ams 5 S8,
ot S0)93 pulyus )3 45 30l 0 itz i 1) 6 odkty ls ety ol 4 oly 29
Cogr iyl (S5oSe ial aidly Jondo 395 4 Iy Glolpl 2> (lnl 4 pMul 3959
Olej ) Sl (pl 836 Slee 3 (1050 5 (oMl o s s > Sl
Sy 52 deng gipy OUS Glgomo 9 Spwar pS1 (o (6,58 SolEwL Y
Aol o> ST

rlillpl gl 25558 (8 Woe b WAY) il 4 cile (ld e ST
2 o)l g dwslyd Clodl o Sl 0 e (gilhed Slollyuay O3l allalidl puay
FY ¥ AYAF (pole g odljeaome) b Sy 510 (631953, sy o 9 31y (gl lian yusd
& Cul (6558 by g (bl Al g3 I Slie dpden €8Syl QUS (WY AYA (g pea

@l o5 WY Jlo 3l g Glg 5l gl g G 1l N Wl b Ghpolee glosl )3 6y
(o0 0 YO | dm pes (SLL Jlo YO )0 g Cawgny Boaual sladals | (S 4 S
aladr o W Vlasg 4 cdle (6525 den 5300 2 50 g o> demd Ao gy il >
oibla)l 5l e olols el ay aS dgy (yly9d peed 53 (V) VAP (gyua) A loj ol )
odd ailS Slye Lol g Bguai sl ) ol oddpitio HBT det Bl Bguai bbys b
Lol
o 0 WYY 0 el Kiayd 5)bl o cwnd Jlo o I e Syear Rd (gow
1 ol o o8 lase 5l ol 0o s .c8,S sigs |y o Lo BblS cusly,
psd Sslag o b 3 (Simpb_ ool ezl g ol ol sl dlax I b0 WYY
N sgied )3 ol g e ()5 pb slel g i Ol Cap oo g ale sl 4l oS
Oheial  (gymar lwgd 5 LUl (o hKen ddls LV AYAS (gpa) cully 2
I ealle il B o Kog godlaas (Eidexe 5 (oo o g oulidolusl
e )b dten €55 gelyn Dl e g elidpbiol casl b gpmar L]
55k oy sliwl 5 Moo (g)les 5 ale o8L ud)y 9 uwse (VWFA-IYAR) ol
oo Ol Cunlie 4 gy cdIS) Gl Slbsls e Jled SUS e Ol
035: ol sowous g YLy 5 > liwgd &S Byle g mieutily 1y ol 5 00,8 0L ol I (glaniS
BV YEY (ols) Wilgd o ol AU ) Capdion coT Hlpul> « po» QLS 5 S o (Byre
GLS 8555 5 jlpes o8l sl (1358 —VAY) oS pel gy plagl yo3)] A4S LLaie 0085

1. Arthur Upham Pope



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy AR

g > S Cawd (S ISy S o DS Sl (b 0 WYA) ol sin (sl Sals
Ao €35yl ol 3 1) S (s (a3 e (IS5 0)9d (pl b (Kin s
wole Cdyme 13 g 59 Lil b liwl )BT 4y g [] cusliS ol g3l 95 g cuislsy
pbol 4 1) dden Cou il QLS gy (p eS8 4 Cudly sl 380 ldllas Jos
Bdese (BT SO YYD (wye) €y0l ma SbBye Ol > (dlataay Bl g Loy
S o 3b pmar Sl Olold el mel] 3 38 (el plinly S 851 culy; spilaan
O teosi Glo g Olis 4 asgl ] plio wa ddes Cou ol QLS (V-0 DVYAS (¢ )
b Bgad ool @ pob b 2 ol Jlop g cowl dpder <55 GRS 5 il
D9 o 851 QLS Gl st led | awsd Bguas b lgixe ¢ cilge slakign
co Slesame gl (Bl zaillyl Cpis AN Sle pimor 4y |y OS5y
wlio 1) 395 £ g 03)5 @l dg¥Wlasy CuddS)d Iy 4pnd Ak GBI I
el 5 095 QST ol el (bl (i D 9l s Gillae &S ool Copus i3
(B wsmar) €35 Cdpme (UL
Aohe 4)la5 o g ()b pad im0 QLT Gppar & glils) AB oa
.(Amanat and Assef, 2018: 41) Cuul aildgo Ciw b @illae duies 50 3l gl (glo s
D55 0 Ml dmio a5 bl ol o opbey el Glen 1 i S Goua
Lapiar o5 ol yos b all JI Sslo 3 (gaine Slolie Gudad 5 Gl jdin Cuw o 8
2 b 18 oo el ST 55 QST (i fuad o jalls oo b (sgime lolie ks
L i cin ol S it ol S5 Cin Jilie ) (S, b der 55 ¢S
el y3b = o) pows jad (e sobo — i) pgd pad is ysb —ULT) Jol b cnglis
2o g) iy (e ot g — Al @ty pad s ud psb = phan) pileg (8
523 St 3 e oS ol sbgy by 4y B 5l s 5l ol 3y ot s o
L g S > g oy oo le 3929 gokad )3 (nl 5l Gy gl g 48,5 )8 & 35
las cgislad Bk yo ol (gsie ol 1> 09 03,8 )18 LS s dmiio ) o0l S92
2l &S dldsn Cow Billas (WWAS (gyma) 39 bl il Sluds Clusgas 51 (S5
Srrar ol S pSCan Mo JB ol 83y (53 Jlgiey 5 Sdes 2lme (29290
i L 5| 3,8 S s e (e Ile5 ] S 5 oS ol 53 B Sy
ol opy 1SS e glp) Al o pos BW] 5 Cuwd K00 25,5 5 jled il lllas )



Iy ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy
50 b gk (b Gl 0,8 13y LI sty (Y ANTY L) YR XNFIY Ll
Cadildy b e €t Oy jols s &S linen g0 d S e jsle s

&S S Colo ladewsme | clacgeme g plio MolS o 51 oMl WS g5y i
@953k 5 Cndior €55 Jlpl )3 g 0 Calyy e B (op8 el plassle
ol and ddis slow 4 v b Olgd 055b ol D95 0 e (6 pmy Bl (cbg
by g Sle Giulis gy Cosalin 5 4adlle» Baai S ladldw 51 .cwl
Cagyb 0 Jos SMo g )b wlal () Gled annd dlidas )0 94y 0 5 @ 03l wlolio
&S WS o JB spmar olol cpl (VO AYEe ad)hr wyte) Gl Sl slalgs
e Soblw (oolg can 1 gl g osal gl Gl JolS sl slas g tiolien olds ¢ jbgs >

AR 0
u‘9> Cano L$5 [t o)bu_» L$5 cas ul.w: L ﬁ,:|9> LY ..\Ai L)uy)b
plats ol Al S plalals ol e Ly g8

(i s )
G GE i 4 s 5 w30 &) UL T )3 (e o b alye (s
A3 b (@ sk jlold Jhg)ls olpen 4 (g pmar Coled )3 g Vg oo el g hnog )l
doglaie ;D lpl &BIS ¢d Wgwded o cole ol I Ghgayls ol o &S WS e )35 lals
1y 53935 slodly slod (9 WV o gl D9800 () ST lad 31 ey Bildgo (slo gl
Ol oty g lis old (o ) pludiele (g9ym 5 (Wbl eyl sje)
il yoee 3909 slodly 4 o)Ll )3 5 (B0l (L g 3)led e

R S TR T - S dl by s B
ol )l s oxde g ol 5 by s Lo
o e Ul @l ey eSS O el el e
Col o gl by G i 8K cal e P sl s ol
caw e Je ) came b dboely p oy S ¢ e
Cwds @ S e oy ) Cen Cwl e pb Bl s e
Cwdy b 3 & e gy ) cen Pboa o) oy s S o
Gy Al e Sl s e I L T S IS
RWAY Mel dbo » cdiwlj RWAY Yu aal, O Iy b4
G b 9 o) S« Sl S el e 4 e
o 8 Gl b s s o cwl el YL yab



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy WYY

b 38 ooy 2gdie j)Se b Sl ool o (eplel g dnder 58 diy > g
G55l 1y ol 0319,3 Ladlocn (cloyolansl Gl 45 nigyloes I (S G2 (s | yuan] ST

Sy e kg e o ol e ks ol
col Poolo 5 oye p i b col S sy oS gl e
I s S 28 b @ Cles ov s
Sxuso Sles Iy > o2 o4 ol i a5 il Ll
ol wk s 25 pp s e Slye o3l ol el ko4 b
Sae b ade Ll PO S T S
ol Y 4SSl s «Y» oYl e & LS 4 b
ey 3 s ol G mbd b i e ol S Gy )

55 348 Bl g ol o5 55 300 b (5le) bl > Ll Gl o 53,0 chniion 551 g

https://toursofiran.com :8le .59 o yuni e plol Slas 4 o)Ll (¢ s
el gl ol SBlaal oz 53 0)lgiey jeuldS med lue g Smar (81 ClS
Do oo s dasds plol VY 4 0)lal 35 UL FIS SgmndV cla, YU Jle (¢l a8 ols
bl gy i (L) J LUiS ) oMl o gl cln oles Gbj ool cuenl
AST oybais aSolis copmar ol ) el Jlis] oo g cpin (laoyed > Ciguas
(YOF =YOY 5y (s ymas) -l 48,5 e Ao dod sWJgYlasg 3l 1) puwlds ol i o

1. Ekphrasis



\vY ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy

Syt Byao 5 Loialy Uity S cilisee LB 5> o cenl gt olgVlaosg
ST SbL dass ol lo o b s 48 oyl L yuw bl dbg > a5 by B o)l jgas
1wl (G pmay owlol &880 (Bgai laciw | (gl ol Dlus 09z g Gasg &5 WS o

R N I O MG O 5 ol e )l pdee
ey e M Rl n b il Ll Gl e g
(YVA=YAY 15 s (g ps)
Cnl 3 9l 45 29l oo i i Ty (o 25 Sl )3 (pmas pST e (6pSam ulg
3 bl olpl LSS 0gSS b gy Cogr Gy B95e sl 03l bl g
5 oliboy) ez W5l zex op IS 0 Gilnl Slakes b ) sley S de plotiS
2 sk s 1 S oyl JWilnl e 4 b ilols p 5 €lisly laliy
BG4 Ml g )3 B9 51,08 53 5 85 Wl )18 SBgaai Wl g Pl (blgiy LS
& ol ypa Sl cond LBl L elgVlasg (Aadye Sl 1) Gl cnl ol S, Sl

ey oo il Glald o (Blo plis )3 (lds);

B T O SR BY Jeee dey G5 S e
Ol Ol 3% S OB e @M s
Glwls pods wlow o3l G e e b
N @ e skl L sl yul s bt de
(F% B e s pme)

ol Bdie caddo ) 3> Glie Gasg 918 o WeVlasg b5 50 cpilliuar &5 Sl
35 e S S o0 ped ) 35 de s »
S R L I o S I
S s S s A5 L S T - ]
Sl sk Jie G Je o oder ol cwl Bie n
i o9 G om0 el Ghe b Ty Jie Je ol
cwls G e Jel sl Cwlid e gz 0>
Skl g8 by o waie cale ul dke
oo diud 3> Bde hd s G 50 Y 5 wlisle
e w2 Olebee o 9 upme w2 TR
(BV 55 s e )
Sy W a8 e plled iSutisy car 3 1) gmar Baa Sy 4 Sl
Db 0 01 5 Symar 559 BT plie sl wlid s g o s 8ley Sasga



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy Yo

5 €plunl ale 5 Cuto A ySID 5 €3l AbdinsSi» 5 € o3l (50 5l 1S o
Ol pnno Gl g 30 Ola? K sz b33 e (IS 3 «ogign el
w3 o Ui sl g @il (gt 13 €98l gl ik g ol iz b e 9 «JalS
a2l (Mol 5 Sllllas )3 ol L & casl lito polidtun g3 28T (g )0 e
Sopd Oljee Olel g jorel e gy (ole ol b Slye (wlid fun Koy il
dos <5 b Giblo)l 5 Gua pl Lol (Sss 5 cuaS (IYY-YY OYAS ()
Lol STy 53 &5 Cunnlagyio g bagien g Lo jlaise S1 (39 G0, (b (pdy) Siejls
28 IS 5l o
Sl Goike Sl g Glalpw gl 151 (Kiay8 - (Su )b Ao Y
(o>
Gl oloj 9 e (1392 (pdg) 4 Ay Cilge duad g QLS ()15 a0 f Ul CL 5> (69l
2l pls S Ol sbagu )b g Sl gy loj plee b ()b el Sl Ol
5 e om0l BBulS o (S s 1 il bl gl 51 Gl ol Ll
sy Job5) ol sl (s pmar ;8] e b Loy (gl 1 (6] b (g3lpo lolby Sasee
O F Byl &yl e ol (el GBI G o cnl 392y b (T
Lol 00 039w dusbion o0 lyul (gaite VWYY Wil )0 dad o Ll &S dldgh o)l il
cov 50 degite cin YU degiie y opdenmar B el o3y ok Ol
45 BT )90 Bye i il dan 4T W) spdar C5T g (goite QIS o o glaglgie
(> = YYF dthol o) €098 il Ol & B850 @y 4 Gl Jlgasel g ool ol 4
Bjlial a4y dngi b .l 0390 031> ) WYY ikl I iy dcgese b &S D9 0 polro
b Lol onds R ol g8 5l iy (g5t eldgVlam g jladl il Cug) 4 e Spe
Ol 48 )3 agpma e wldgVhasg 395 jl 15 &5 (gotte (e > gl 4 a2y
Cuol 008 JooSS 595 03 &) WYY 120 VA 0 &S sWgVlang S yo 5l o (goito S oo
WYY joo 5 Gl U 9y a3 (s (YOY-VOY 85 1y (g pmas A YYA (05 oL1S)
ol 0353 WY il 51 s Ylein] o il bl

Jbo ol 5505 b 93 o slaesie )3 (g pmar GBMBCw 5 5l (S 58 (el
5 WAYAS (aslie VA NYAS (g pem) Gl 03,5 250 VYYD 1) didion C59 ol UL Ol
0 VWYE 51 e o 5 )b ol gy Lol sl sals Lo S 53 b8 Gl Jlo (v
w3 gla)l S (ol o il Jlo nl 3 0l Qly (IS 4 45 035 o V00 (3
dan] ol izl Gl b B o8 bl )17 115 VA 500 5 188 5 WY B, )



\Ye ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy

Sy il ow Jo <SS s 0 YD ubT o2 53 ol sden] ol b5 cole g cul

G551 o ol 51 e 155 ces Ol B gl Ol 208 51T ceumd ks gnd L ¥las g
lilols Wil 03,5 e 1y ol oden] dadae o B jl i s e il o0ldl
33151 S (P 5 Ve ATYA (Sl eblS) 5,8 (lloly 1y T VYYE 13 WgYlasg oS oy
3l s S (o ()b Cwss s Ol Jlo Glose o 3 e b lasi e il
o 9038 By by 0P nl slael it (ol slagreadl b3 o)l (s 9 (Bye
g $ip ¥ [l 29y goyhad ) 5l Cunslie o) 80 Qlo BB o (pmar (Byue ]
ATV oliel) YA Ol Jlo cdoris YOA j5 gdos] oL il il | sdes co0 )l 5o
P 9l Job 4 w0dg b il 9ilS guae 395 VYA 1 slasl &8 bl 51.(1a-F1A 5 ¥4
Gywar (Suisjl 5 G Jo Ko Igas (gaio cpl Cudyd pdy (FYD VY alil) 5,8 Ll
2 s o dod Bl 0> o)l e SRS gl cnl) b plojer 9 S yd B0
) sl 00 Sl Loy 5l e gl Ylazs] \YYA

il Joo g 392 Sl jlied ) (e (S Qla ploj 4z 5 31 gy ploj 3 42
5 51 s bl s ol 5 sl s ssan] BB 35 G Cunst glnds
i (guads B0 B Y clband )3 jad ol sl ) b |y o Gty A pienitans
Qwge prd b 0 Cogh dldlS yoomed g 39 (yild yad 5l V45 5 VA0 slaand 5)S
Shye oy JWlyse 9 cpyidse jl (S ol b 98 (Manoukian, 2012: 27, 180)
03l ot )5 HBASES 15 ) (ol (Ibid: 35) Mo Cgmime jod ) ol
Iy oliaMe &S Bdgs olRiisly yboliwl g jlyd candYl lib slacl (soleg gy yliie,lS
b 4 il s b bl laaiais b sl clyy Sin Ol blis
S i i ol i 3l b e 50l (Tbid: 28) W8S o (o 095 (slain! OMola
Olpl 3 Boal A dad 3935 b Dy lpl ;0 audd Banl Sye g Boad lacol
Ao plete dlejite pdi By 4 Slall caw 4 dids plo 1 4w oSl
gl Sl o Ola &S 29 (938 s (oloj ) > aned b LgVlue
(Tbid: 121) 541 853 (! 1> dudd (g pm (5 yiuS Comns gl (glojs 8

e &S i g8 pae Baad p 3)ly add | gymar ollud an pl L
3 i 03w ol g 03595 odw gl gl Foum o)) Sate ad el wmdje5 B > i
ol 15 (63l Jlonl ophe Glpl 5l Gliwlegin soas ) Cudlgine (2> & 8 L
Anzali, ) €.80g 3450 .. ... Ggai p lbads ) sl den Lo yds ol 399 b fiily Jlate
Ol Jl G dmd Ky 590 «goyu dan] 093 ol Ers0 oy iS5l el (2017:204



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy WYY

Pl g gl ol 1 ey sl )3 5 piite QLS GIB )3 )L (s (e ppar S
s Moo (WY —WYAY) =By Lddllasl o g oy LS Cuss by 3l Gl e &G 0
(D= VA DYYY (28 ) D9y 0kled Kl ylj g b 8408 o L) plod melsd 1) «( ¢, SKidg0
5o 29S8 Jo 335 e deoly 4y oy 1) g slaalids oy a4 U8
Gy & o g5 {150 OYYA wilj3) Wuled o € oddo e MSH 0y9d pl j0 |y ol
cloads I ol BT sy Lis 9,9l o Adien €T punds bg, Wby ilceite clal

by Gl g e cEp S come Gl wsss jl oS § )
oisbicele Jes S aab o e ¢l bS] Gk )
N\ N R o< ST IETXW:~ S e e bk o» Lo b
CuoysS okl Jal obs L Caggd  Jo Akl Gl b
RN Y S I S ool el
Cuamsh Gpge M e 6 Capnge ol e Ml e

(YOF B2 s )

Cuilyiie &S Cunl «hoiicelo (oo Cu g b | gymar polae e iy

)i Gloye Blaal gl Sl 551 Osllan & 0plas b (sl o s 1y (5 B39
9 ol |y hitie fowl 0395w (Slgmd oged p ol 4 Gl ol & Sl
Calgds Guis D P o KBaile dmo a® &S (008 1) goite ol Cbbre § Cuwpc oo
S lailej wrd slp 9 LA cnl ple> 2l Glab 3 (bolen spmar) Sl53 oo €l 3,18
Srand > i platiS IS job a4y <l dr g b 3 )5 e See |y Cander <55 b
G pgal B g 215 e 5 25 Cugine iipde b Cudis (b 0 WWOITYS
D 929 musipde (2 9 gpdn SNy, diie @ sl Sy Sl &S
Sy WL 5 (solag Lojtee gy (Sinb Cusbis (i 698 9 (pdgy Sl Nhren
wle cdlbee b gsleg cdgy Al Seg Cugp clacusliw 5 sgine pMl giglginl il
Sinyd 059y P wlowpe e (Mirsepassi, 2019: 13) g guwpd S35y b pdje
MEl ) 290 Syite gy SS9 oty Wl Glagys ple 3 &5 )V eSwas
@ Ohgels MBI ol sladday (68 Jlai I a5 ol JYatwl 4 Wy )35 0 (Boels
oses Ao S5 50 o] b8P (S oy 38 den] (g2 (pobuil aee slaolyd
(Ibid: 2) €39y (dble jlai 5l (yiwd )3 pglas 9 calyy Gusb 5l (9> Sluwge 5 ol
S slaialy canss Blad 5 sadols clash ) bl o] )3 a9y opl ldzie jI S &S ol

Dy Byixs (VYA



YA ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy
$Sbgo Albe s g i g Ol Bpo |y Jllew I gl Jo 8 cula Jlo S js <yl
Sote iy Bpo |y 93l) C8g (Sde jg il p3ye g 3l o piitie Cuad Chual 4 ] (oo g S o

oMol OB (gloay) (8l ol pidan 4 d2gi b oS — Ll ype Sloj B30 1 5]
5 dnder COG jlpwl (goite fm Sy sl 5 o )3 5 1) ARy g 0I5 oS
|y oMol s 5 oaliinlds (gladlbs (gyoblial o) oo Casliolyon MolS Bgols M
gl i 5 ol 5 e 6 48], ol ALBIS 4 oo b S8, b KBS Way 5
Gdog g Bhe yme p |y Cugine 93,5 (0 doxle o b 03 )b Bad e ol b g5l
M csliS o S1mal &) LSt 40335 93 o 5l bl e CBguas laziS 5 g3
WS pidss ) A4 U8 ey 5 8y Lo o 5o i oy 385 G il
Syo il o b Cand pd ud bmy OIS Al doio D Cgpmay WST o g lin gy
Jls eed (gdm glrole 2 b am 4 5 0 WO laJlo 51 SO 50 YA abys 0 oo
ol sl oo o Jlaite B s (5393 )b 4 dag b ¥ sl o1 Qly w05
g dle YO glacuds 4 gie dad (b oS il obolS el dudes o9
2 ke 4251005 (Ola LA 350 cpl J0 g o gl pl (0,8 Aty Cawlis
g1 045 039 pw u_asLu...lbl.w Ul YO - LSL“L)'““} 9 )‘,u» D > Comwlo 4 Lo.w) oo
b e bty Woyhemme LS ed ) 45 CalbiblS sl e ples I ke
Coles 5 a8 Blaw .ol WYY dad Lawlgl Al YO- o lapis Glodds 03)5] ool yd
D0% 3) (el (109,55 (gl Mae b (aLiialS g & (cmedd (52 I (sou0) g5
2 &S S o WS g0 dudier €Tl yul (ggite 35 51 S0 (6w ) bl cpl o s (.
sl 005 )53 Loyl 31 lalpe Jlo e stiobon (el o 5l ol
o5 o 3 ey ead 8 o ey WL S el
Capdr sl eSS Cwl aal g e e g8l Jl
CEPRTSS)
o35 ety ) gy 0 dta s Al V0o o et (6355 5 i aide &5 (gous
ORIBIL g W dad 3 0hig 4 lale 3 0,8 Zolae ol Sy (Kin sl
Sl 5l YO+ Tase 5 olitol dapiin ()13 5 & sgito el Jlo )3 bl 2o, uslios



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy wa

I (ol ) Bl omsy e g0 & p3y0 9 45 gy oomiy e 5 ooy SlSe Sy g
S9) 9 Oyl (S olul lds ol gy ol ol ) Nserde 3
3560 & 38 b plials I b Jlo cpund s o0 Jlo p ogdle da pliSiul 5 baases
(VA YA gl o IS0)

ale ladezlse b g 395 bl ol (S AW g ol Coly) (ST 3929 L
(ol 83:50] 5 gy Ao mad (gl el duglio BB )] 555 9 b el 5 ey pgliaie
3 g meygl S 1y dedens <59 Sl AS pylhe Sl 1 eldil lojl oY
w518 Gl Cogp lacaly) pod s (e 13 1) (s
2] Cop Wino g o T _lee Codloww 14505 93 Cing F
Sl b (S35 53 (o5 YTV ) kel (aliiald wiensSS lodl )l
dp -3 YWY Y8 o) Padde ()ASul Cusddy Mo I i p)los biw &S Cuwl e
Il wolp b s md o laddy; 8w a4 b oS gl Sopby
» ol clo p lids g plisbe BLE (gad lugigeld b sjlosglaud
Obilole CuwosSs cod  Slyl gyl (Y -VY YA (gilasd) Ad gome ol 3l gan slaoduw
W 8 o 63Mee @A (6 B CansS Bl )Y (oMl Cye CAMS Lawgs op £O- —p .5 VYY)
@ dw)ly il osilogls 4y ladilyg 4 cunio (Slae &S Dgy ALBISS ol duw jl i B ol ]
wsiS L byl 1) 0h 85U cuge plabus GLlnl (loj cpl U ad Jooie JS
55 ) ol B b o 1y o] ) laiged o )8 il S 4 pliesdulliy
Pl 8w 5> Ml Gloa (Sl 9 Erg0 o9 0L Sl ST la 3 e e
fpeiled oo (5 0 YFF L YYD —YA-)

ol 3T Sl o Lo Bloj ppe [on] ol 5l plyin] 3,90 &8 35yl pidas] 53 gloasiisT ol

015 &lis [p3pe oo Ly (pl] &5 ol S50yl 5 0397 lovker S [dniian €55 o5 S o S

(o] 3y550 oL [p3dacl 3] dome ol 3 L] cadls ke 3] a8 o [o] bl Sl blobe ] oo

(Mottahedeh, 2013: 225- 253 —¥-+ —YAQ ¥ VA5 (ggmun ) g gl ol yin] oo 180 ]
b sl e olal ) Gl gl g 0,50 by 4381 3,5 0 9T 355 ¢ )50 (S3gmme
9 Mo JB el ool b baye e Ujtony 1y o 5 bl pedsile o) ol 552
h laoyl0)led (S slaoye 35S (o0 (S0j e (nl (S35 3 &5 SUSLe wgiee
YEO dg0n inlp) (awsdyd doliald dwlos ((g3gmmo jl oy ddd X b o ol yolad

1. Mythologization or Disremembering



we. FY ol 03lods AP0 (Lol g )l ) 85lous VA Jluw o5, pole sledirs s
Oloxtd g slojslawl old? iden @ 1) awyl byt lol 5wl slaodw Ll
‘Wiesehoefer, 1996, 226-227; Mottahedeh, 2013, 254) sl cuuws «lilpl (slasludl

G en Lo Cile i jd oy 4 cle glrosw )b mlbio culpd )3 (W A NYVF (ugd b
S Shy 4 29 b (o ploe G 35w i Cund dnder 4 a5 Glesbe
(Mottahedeh, .5 oo diuild S dndon b Sl alisl 5ol 5 blus (e S yide
2013: 260. Brookshaw, 2015: 463—-87; Potts, 2017: 918-919; Iafrate, 2015: 909-
912)

Ol polie (M e 1) dntieacss by 4l ool GhytaS g (ol 33l 4l
Sliwl dsdS (S5 aivg anlge ol b aS dgy (Suyb loj 90 (0,8 b me gl lobies
oo 2036 (6503 9 G basi o bl Sllyy 5 4wl (o bl > lil wia iy
S ol Ml ez Sy 5G9 03U (3 b b o @l )3 soulpl (b3l ol el
Fosbolaas slaculy) b gw G 5l 45 392 5y (0lg) )3 dndex €55 (il poles Caa
s slogles a8k 5o clsly ol 5 S8 Sl b S s 3l 5 il ol
S pblol wod b b o okilsd Slusl Bglse s pal o )3 &S (0,8 9 e e (e
Gl e e & dpen 5 oladl (s dlto & @yagS Jolis = ol 6T 51 ol
g )5 Jsadolnl il QWlnl G0 255 Gdate —plea BAIS LT 5 el
ailoj b ol g pabolsl Biloj Lgms 5555 1 sy i ST Censs (glmods ylad 51 pMl
Bl 9> ol Bgn o e slaely BT 5 o9 A oy o189 e g e e
" sgeil 6503 0 (S @y 5 S
Ellgy 0 1y sl Gyl 13,5 o ypud 4P plioMul I Ly &25IS 5 (g polis ool
5 B ol a5 s o S 5 o Loy b )8 ples gl LB Sl
38 Gl GBS Glee )3 gb5e il 4yl Gline Moo 0l € lagles Cadjg0 dualie
ool chedian 09 So ol 5> aSlnpn g Ciglite oble sl 4 weiSe (g,bT U
Mottahedeh, ) cuily de35 (oo lolBus olidly - J Oleddes L Syl (gloyslam]
IS e ol 5 o) JlEsl Lol &l ol 45 65 (ol 33 b (20131 265
Copasd (S ey gl e ol 5 Sle slross 3 p3pe dole fans e
C55 g Wome G2 lpl 3 ol caitio Jlisl BT (ISP 598 5 lases —dndan
.(Brookshaw, 2015: 463—87) sl ¢ jlaskss jolo 6 pie g jloskw



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy WY

il @yol Gl sbaly b biye (Slee &S 50 5 ojU ugr caluy lp I
iy e Jio 28)S  Glgie ll 4 Pl 2955 slaods (T 51 Gl g 20
i 3y sl epginns 5 Pl 1 Lty el ol 1505 S s 3l b Lasyo
a 1) o] o el o 55 1, 8o 3ty 31 oMol Ll 5 wileo (slmods sloaalipe i >
0 42 (B YA 5) sanly )6 50 g g 030 (310 53) b (SR ST 0 e )
228 31> eMbI g5 Sl pjg 4 awbe clals 5l S5 aS Sloj )] gollas .cowl ol des 3
o ose 3 8 i ol olisl #1550 (gl dials maenai b g il o3 SIS
Sldiuslys llokas ad o lis 4S5, Chuo gy 58 g Slobuws jl (oolei |y (Su )b glo oyl
Gl 1 onk o2 5 laedius Sl (B bl 2 g o rm (29S8l Gy (i plale
S oS S 1aad e guwly e dalS ((00Mio w20l (o piad Bw | (g
b WY VYA (aak) € S iloo |y e slo oS swled o dme oS 5 ol
a gloylil g oS Su )b gl cpl ol 513 (gl Ty ju59 O yel ol g (SOY =50+ V/VYAY
bl ok A8 o 1S g K] oMl Syte Jbo lo 50wl Cpe oliboly 4l
O ol glodaz i 3 x5 ol e Glol JSS 0 de s jloalSe ph
by S @ ] (oblobus Jlo ploj 5 ooe 4L8IS 09 93 395 e ) Caly) ¢l
Bl a5 0 S o Aty |y e liae Comdy Sl o Gl g of Glels
aSh ol olial S ojlil (4l is).o & Cazme gl eMasl s, L;o.ﬁb)u»/w@
Gz b docaly) ol ol 48, )5 4 (rex Spiie Cogp g 4B Sy (oI
ol ol (oMl 26 9 Clysl Siomm om 0slle (i3 JI ool djie @ IS (38
i b Rl b 93 9 cuge 9 Gl lapiss Cundlyie Sl Ly 455 & md oo
) o sloesligesb sl s o & pael G oSl o (s (slhogd Job
- oy s bl cusly o el i ol JBale Glie 46 dad o lis _C)—l
SaS Lo &y dinj ) o go b ply Ciliseo (glaoyed 53 pMul 51 Ly 5 Lyt o5l = (5,55

A oo Silwalsa b d}bcﬁdk?gi—jl pxe



Yy ) 2l oylods AFeB Liwal g 5la ) 55l IA Jlw o ()b pole lairg sy
ol lon o3l L Lo po oo 3 5 oY 51 g 5 (oDl L2335 95 ol o 5

& O&“".b 9 ub‘;w LS‘)’. LY Jwb s wulyua pr] Og.)’l.éi L;Laaom OL,E‘ﬁ] LS‘)%
wlye slad)Sug) 425 fsslen pas YgSuw 5 [ olel (2]S3005 ) Slohus o))
JYswl s e Coly) oledy Ghaie nl 2 L g Sglite 5 4 laoyed low 4 ditunly
oS usn dlus ool 00 gy bty b 43,8 IS5 o1 ol allie ol a8 ' 6551

anfe |V e . . ANfe - é 1

239 P L e Gings o8le)Casg 4 Gl I e og 15 O L e
1y iyl olal 035 53 L agalyn 53 cssley pm e e 35 bl
4 pol (tadly iyt ol Sl o] )3 45,8 o iy il Pl 3]ty 42335
Ngwy Ca ) 391 (W (G ) (pSeds Ao Mo e Cejw ) ) o
Glocdocdss yoals &8 (glailo 5 - slako 2838 b puae ) )3 ol (g8 il o

050 b (> bl 1) (s piae e €Culor I lojl parde (635 S 5 e
@) Pl g pluitalin (alodjl (g pmar jod 92 9)0l8 95 cnl Wom (sl I 3 (e
deg g & yob o oy J(Manoukian, 2012: 33) 5)S o b €SS SlaS ol
39> Sl (Pl slooygd 5lae Sy o8 sl (sladges )90 loj 9 (bgate 35
oo by o om0l yponld o1 S8 ob LS 5,8 o wgd S0 b bls)l 3 K0S,
Jilie plis 5 sl dpden €6 ogls Bldgo clels ) don 5 Ml j| L il
Gl (o yidn o> SuCAsg Caz 5 (Symar o I (S aild)le Solu

Sk dlge b dg olas &5 il o Mdenod Colyy & sldilej 43 (g pmas
1ol > (Alvandi, 2018) €39 Syl (glixo iy STy g (SYobo anl, 8 3 Lol
A8 gldonte o oIl epglaul (o) Kby )b gl Ggp plaes o
& Symas Sulpg 3,S0g) 4 (08 ya > (Azimi, 2012: 36) €3g JolSU 5 polaie e
S gy Ol S lel ol g e w2y Gl Bl 9> (e CanelY )l
ol Ol GLilnl (i (sbooygd o5 @ 4SS b idngd (iS0Ssy lp e
Al (lpl 3 (Fo)b cugr dn s Alas Glizes ol Cou 5950 dal g (Fuybpd )8
D9

1 . Core Argument
2 . Collective Self



(O 0 YYD -IYYY) stiancon )l QLS )0 sslan pas Bldgo ol 5 oliol :aiidS 3o Lisuiosy WY

Foo¥e ladas (Kipys — (6,508 Gl sl » dudascotr  luwl Gilag )50
Sy laie; T senly LBl ) Cols ety ol Wlie ol 5 55 4 ¢ e
Cagn LA L gpmar Cusn Culyy )0l wald Sl Cogm o)l (sl (sla sy
sbacalyy bl p lpl @IS e sbaslas > 55k 4] b Gbilpl Sl aldge
ot 3 el Gl oMl g (03— o (oS5 a9 U a0 9o (o
S ol ) VAVA OB € e, S BEr 59 (Sl polbo Ll o slan] Y g0
D92 b3y BB St and o6y

450y 0 ) ol cuiio Sl Sl 4 dr g L g lome ST b (339, o ol
dasls o liieldjlyy cpoled (I8 Cow 4 cdanyl eomed (3o K ys il Llial ol b
amd L wlg e ST el jimgh )b 1) (o,leie olaasdS Nen oUlg ¢l ! Su,b
S e gyt 4 alie b ol GazdlS wjen | g5 gy cdluy Sl L
CusSye olgie bl g Sty amlgs sy Syl 92,50 Lok ol 5 ol oo
Cugn jl 6, Lisw H1 ek 1y olpl Skl &sdS el [ g duiescss
8,5 hi> Slpl Coge LS (49,0 p318)050 53 ilnl (sgine
Coles 13 «.)‘l r:l.?u" JM> 2 ulfMy ‘_Jlo %B} 9 é%l.w uo)w dg‘wM.G‘
51wl el ablio ol 465 b 5 03,55 il e
03,0 yatuie 4 )5 ALl wyiwd Gl eddie &S Cul gypar I abgdgs AL S5 wlel o lede pl )

3 WYY 5355 gy g s i IS ol ) g (S8 0aol o) il by ool iy JLo (2
ol VFAYYY )0 ool

ol 0 o)Ll OIS Slasuiie )3 (Sxouae 4 e Gl w45 3L omas 83938l wlels | cpl aSST Ko Y
ot 3] o oS S o 9,5 e 5 3 |, WEY BITYY cla o a5 ol clols dlues koS ¥
Jls sz 9 WYA Jlo claoyleds OlS (clasaly 3 (FEY o OYES ool o g jLidl) ccunl VYYD 13 3439 g5,kaid 03]
PS slainl) 215300 4 des b el 3529 b (WA (LBl 5 Lo L) sl o0 (g SIS 40 glo)lal ol ) g
Sl g S Ol (B s 990l 1025 oo Sl Ll el ge b 526 298 & plaasius o ST
Jlo ol > 01 Gl SleliS 51 (g lad o8 035 3 SlSaslgs J (o j) (o2lan] VYA o oS sloal, 5 Jlta
(V52 Lo YA oLl g bl ) ol sl S (slataly Cos o o 42338

1 S0) 0,8 ColB 58 pal B )0 Ko colw (gilw SMae» LD 5 (o3l W b olgee |y (gpmar (6,58 859y ¥
(Doostdar, 2018

1. Long Durée



e FY by oylod AF 00 Gl g 5l ) 8lowis VA Jlo 15,6 pole slesdungly

Bl chlisl i cuwpd 559 Sl bl Cb G ) b jlaine Bl Ol Jlo lose 05 5l i B

5 dliwgd Gl g bdel amdd ogMe 4 348 Wlg 00,8 Gl 1) Lo Jlasie duies <59 lyul &5 s (gdes]

Dy Slgy LiSaly (g pmar (Solgls

Y YV Lo 3 €0l Gyl o YO o3 15 e (gl 5

1S5 e csly il Ui bl ol @le Lais 5 Gols psb a4y (283)) liuge 5 oblns «lysl b 5 LY

A3 ) Gl ol (s Boliste (Sl 309 G & & dlis (ul ) (Jolite gl slp IYAY (g2l

Tavakoli-Targhi, 2001: 78- 79 G 3,5

&

g heend) Y1 el 0l &Sl (Jgl k) oLl oIS (B el 555 (B oo 032 e (Sl

S ezl 1l as VT IIPY fo) (clo b s 03 uolisinleS (WWES) .y o] s o) o Lkl

(S5 g oele iolid gl sl 9 4B pas Gl e Cogr (wliS)L5 (VWAY) edese (5]

b 29 3led igpel o U o )8 3Nl 1 il (2] (sl ozl (\ZYM) -y el

ohtedpe 5 Lpe olie 5Lo o GBS clatal) b g0 5 (Spo Shue ) iccidd] (MWTY) . Jedillpl s (o8
okl syl

9 Lo 05y i 3k b Lo 51 s 5 U575 (ki) ) i 5 il 3 5 0,1 degazeo (NYAF) ST s 6y
9 by b (L2l e gonad) LIl

ghonl BB 1l tdon Tl 13 deng i (U) SIS e

Py il (sl dee o) 292p @phd (\YAP) 81 e (o mar

Syl gy 303060 O & orbg)y dede unal (b 4ol U (WYA). o il ¢ cosls

(E98 (DS g BB slaaly) ot Ll slo Loy (W) s i

Y T ig s Conild o 3900 aibogs |y o995 4SSl g Candld so 9,98 |y 365 aSST (AYAS) Lo ¢ ou> ) dtrs

5y90 53 pluiiald 4y (g0 il wnoud puo-d K e (W) ooy gl (Sds 5 gazmeduw ¢SS bl
FW=ND (VA ool (oolais] g )b coliion . s glag Lo yhass

IYY=YWY SV o 0,6 (olo )y o dpiions <55 sladily g 5l olils ) & pdonde jlud cpiwss (VWOB) . e ¢ ol

(5 9) 225 b ilbsle e 2 (VFF) e ol

dolilad (oMl (s (9.8 3 Slnl e vl g s )3 Gluge (28 L5 (ITAF) L Lo (s @l (g2
AAYR (V)8 oMl Sty ] dols i

(B e 1y g (i 105 Ao C5T Attine sloialy (VWA 8 g el

st I 1l g s manlyel Jaillsll sase atulyss qua¥l 5 Slall Gl (VFAY) > pboses o6 pbs

cgals 03 oMol Sl 35 103 . Litotl dealll 215 5 degd] D51 (3 VEVY) s o il slele

ol Wy Cpds Lsse JolS s BT 5 o) 1 s paiio g itolisgng (WYA) 8] (Glg el
lyed asden slElE ¢ wgd s ailbyls

sy plae o BT eool 1o pas Vg ol ST (VWAF) il o awlis ¢y odljtne

(Sigt b Gl ddpo (clodlad MY71) il 23 oy

S ol 8 OB (slag (IVYD) (o yo (o

&35 4l 2ol 1 s et g po (VASF) e 53gmms

oo slisl S 10 5 090 WSS )85 et (sutan/ ol gl Las 5 Card (IYAY) e g3y lolbs
bl s POl G e 5S35 ¢ oMol (clypd

o g ol slacaly (NYAN) gl Lidl g o] bl




(G50 WO VYYF) st pl LS o ssley yas Bildgo ol,F okl isdS 5o iducams YD

Afshar, 1., & Bani Adam, H. (1967). Ten-year bibliography of Iran’s books: 1954—
1963 (1333—1342 SH). Tehran: Anjoman-e Ketab. [In Persian].

Akbari, M. A. (2005). Genealogy of the new Iranian identity: The Qajar era and the
first Pahlavi period. Tehran: Elmi va Farhangi Publishing. [In Persian].

Akbari, M. (1384). Tabarshenasi-ye hoviat-e jadid-e Irani (Asr-e Qajariye va
Pahlavi-ye Avval) [Genealogy of the new Iranian identity (Qajar and early
Pahlavi era)]. Tehran: Elmi va Farhangi [In Persian].

Alvandi, R. (Ed.). (2018). The age of Aryamehr: Late Pahlavi Iran and its global
entanglements. Gingko Library.

Amanat, A. (2012). Legend, legitimacy and making: a national narrative in the
historiography of Qajar Iran (1785-1925). In E. Yarshater (Ed.), Persian
historiography (Vol. 10, pp. 292-366). 1.B. Tauris.

Amanat, A., & Ashraf, A. (Eds.). (2018). The Persianate world: Rethinking a shared
sphere (Iranian Studies, 18). Brill.

Ameli, Z. A. (1992). Al-Rawdat al-Bahiyya fi Sharh al-Lum'a al-
Dimashqiyya (commentary by Sultan al-'Ulama). Qom: Islamic Propagation
Office of the Qom Seminary. [In Arabic].

Ardebili, A. b. M. (n.d.). Zubdat al-bayan fi ahkam al-Qur'an (1st ed.). Tehran: Al-
Maktaba al-Ja’fariyya for the Revival of Ja’fari Heritage. [In Arabic].

Armstrong, D. (2015). Foucault and the politics of discourse. Critical Review of
Social Theory, 12(3), 245-260.

Azimi, F. (2012). Historiography in the Pahlavi Era. In A. A. Seyed-Gohrab
(Ed.), Persian Historiography: A History of Persian Literature, Volume X (pp.
344-371). 1.B. Tauris.

Babaie, S., & Grigor, T. (Eds.). (2015). Persian kingship and architecture:
Strategies of power in Iran from the Achaemenids to the Pahlavis. 1.B. Tauris.

Bal'ami, A. A. (1999). Tarikhnameh-ye Tabari (M. Rowshan, Ed., Vol. 5). Tehran:
Soroush/Alborz. [In Persian].

Basiri, A. A. (2007a). A collection: The drop and the sea; Atom and man (The
greatest secret) in knowledge and the journey from origin to return:
Commentary on the secret of the particles in the cosmos (M. Khajavi, Ed.).
Shiraz: Darya-ye Nour Publishing. [In Persian].

Basiri, A. A. (n.d.-a). The light of Vahid in the secrets of Persepolis. Shiraz:
Khangah Ahmadi. [In Persian].

Basiri, A. A. (2007b). The chess of existence (M. Khajavi, Ed.). Tehran: Molla
Publishing. [In Persian].

Burghei, S. A. (1958). Investigation into Sufi and Dervish orders, or a guide for the
lost in explaining the beliefs of mystics and spiritual mentors. Tehran: Danesh
Publishing. [In Persian].

Boroujerdi, M. (1996). Iranian intellectuals and the West: The tormented triumph of
nativism. Syracuse University Press.

Brookshaw, D. P. (2015). Mytho-political remakings of Ferdowsi’s Jamshid in the
lyric poetry of Injuid and Mozaffarid Shiraz. Iranian Studies, 48(3), 463-487.

Daryaee, T. (2009). The Study of Ancient Iran in the Twentieth Century. [ranian
Studies, 42(4), 579-589. doi:10.1080/00210860903106303

Doostdar, A. (2018). The Iranian metaphysicals: Explorations in science, Islam, and
the uncanny. Princeton University Press.




ws FY ol oploud P liwsli g 5ler ) 6yl IA Jlo o B b pole sleings

Emdad, H. (2009). The literary societies of Shiraz: From the late 16th century to the
present. Shiraz: Navid-e Shiraz Publishing. [In Persian].

Foucault, M. (1972). The archaeology of knowledge (A. M. Sheridan Smith, Trans.).
Pantheon Books.)

Hobsbawm, E. (1983). Introduction: Inventing traditions. In E. Hobsbawm & T.
Ranger (Eds.), The invention of tradition (pp. 1-14). Cambridge University
Press.

lafrate, A. (2015). The wandering throne of Solomon: Objects and tales of kingship
in the medieval Mediterranean. Brill.

Jorgensen, M., & Phillips, L. (2010). Discourse analysis as theory and method.
SAGE Publications.

Kazemi Tehrani, A. (1959). Vahid Nameh: A brief account of the life and works of
Hazrat Vahid al-Oliya, the perfect gnostic. Tehran: Ferdowsi Printing House,
Khanqah Ahmadiyya Publications. [In Persian].

Khoshesteh Rahimi, R. (2007, November). He who thought he was Cyrus, and he
who thought Cyrus was a Jewish conspiracy. Shahrvand, 24. [In Persian].

Manoukian, S. (2012). City of knowledge in twentieth century Iran: Shiraz, history
and poetry. Routledge.

Mas‘Gdi. (1966). Murij al-dhahab [The Meadows of Gold]. Beirut: al-Jami‘ah al-
Lubnaniyah.

Mylonas, H., & Tudor, M. (2023). Varieties of Nationalism: Communities,
Narratives, ldentities. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Merhavy, M. (2019). National Symbols in Modern Iran: Identity, Ethnicity, and
Collective Memory. Syracuse University Press.

Modarresi, M. (1956). Portraits of eminent figures. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In
Persian].

Mirsepassi, A. (2019). Iran’s quiet revolution: The struggle for the postsecular
future. Cambridge University Press.

Modarresi Chahardahi, N. (1981). The Sufi orders of Iran. [No place]: Betonak
Publishing. [In Persian].

Mohaddeszadeh, H., & Abbasi, H. (2005). Creators (Atha-Afarinan), Vol. 2. Tehran:
Society for the Appreciation of Cultural Works and Dignitaries. [In Persian].
Mottahedeh, R. P. (2013). The Eastern travels of Solomon: Reimagining Persepolis
and the Iranian past. In M. Cook, N. Haider, 1. Rabb, & A. Sayeed (Eds.), Law
and tradition in classical Islamic thought: Studies in honor of Professor

Hossein Modarressi (pp. 247-267). Palgrave Macmillan US.

Mozaffari, A. (2014). Forming national identity in Iran: The idea of homeland
derived from ancient Persian and Islamic imaginations of place. 1.B. Tauris.
Mousavi, A. (2012). Persepolis: Discovery and afterlife of a world wonder. Walter

de Gruyter.

Tavakoli-Targhi, M. (2001). Refashioning Iran: Orientalism, Occidentalism, and
Historiography. Palgrave Macmillan.

Pirniya, H. (1928). Ancient stories of Iran (Vols. 1-5). Tehran: Foroughi Bookstore.
[In Persian].

Potts, D. T. (2017). Pre-modern globalizationand the rediscovery of
Iranian antiquity. InT. Hodos (Ed.), The Routledge  handbook of
archaeology and globalization (pp. 918-919). Routledge.




(U5 0 WWOIYYF) stiar s )l SIS 0 solen pae &ldgo (ol T lal :ansdS oo idudasy WY

Sadat Bidgoli, S. M., & Madani Javid, M. (2019). The change of the solar calendar’s

origin from Hijri to Imperial in the era of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. lranian
Journal of Economic History Research, 8(1), 195-217. [In Persian].

Sami, A. (1976). The first visit of His Majesty Reza Shah to the ruins of
Persepolis. Barrasi-haye Tarikhi, 67,213-232. [In Persian].

Sami, A. (1984). Shiraz: The Eternal City. Shiraz: Navid (Lux) [In Persian].

Vafadar Moradi, M. (2012). Catalogue of manuscripts at the Khanqah Ahmadi
Library, Shiraz. Tehran: Parliament Library, Museum and Documentation
Center; Qom: Specialized Library of Islamic and Iranian History. [In Persian].

Shahbazi, A. Sh. (2010) A Documented guide to Persepolis, Tehran: Safiran and
Farhangsara-yi Mirdashti. [In Persian].

Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Tarikh al-Umam wal-Muluk, 7. Ed. Muhammad
Abulfazl Ibrahim, Beirut: Ravayi al Turas al Arabi, 1387 (AH) [In Arabic].

Urbanski, M. (2011). Michel Foucault: Discourse, power and identity. Journal of
Modern Philosophy, 8(2), 56-70.

Wiesehoefer, J. (1996). Ancient Persia. London: 1. B. Tauris.

Yarshater, E., & Afshar, 1. (2009). Guide to books. Tehran: Sokhan. [In Persian].




WA FY by ooloud AP (ybuasli g 5l o) 6yl A Jlo o 5, pale gloiangs




Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring- Summer 2026

Historical Sciences Studies —

Online ISSN: 2676-3370

University of Tehran Prees

https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/ S——

The Social Status of Women Musicians in the Parthian Period

Mozhgan Khanmoradi ©™
1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email:mkhanmoradi@ut.ac.ir

Article Info Abstract

The historical sources rarely mention music and instruments during the Parthian
ger:ieils:lTyAp:t:icle period. Archaeological evidence reveals the existence of several musical
instruments in the Parthian period. The influence of Achaemenian and Greek art
and culture can be seen in the music of the Parthian period. yet, there is no
Article History: precise information about female musicians and their position. But,
August 12, 2025 archaeological evidence shows women as musical instrument players. Depictions
of female musicians in archaeological evidence are sources for studying the
position of women in music. The purpose of this research is to understand the
position of women in the music and society of the Parthian period and their
instruments. Another goal of this research is to identify the instruments used by
women during this period. The most important questions of this research are:
What musical instruments did women use during the Parthian period? What was
Accepted: their status and role in Parthian society? This research has a descriptive-
October 28, 2025 analytical approach. its data gathered from various library resources. The results
of this research say that women played an active role in musical activities.
According to terracotta, wall paintings, Nisa rhytons and reliefs, women played
Published Onlin: music alone or with men. Women were more active during the Parthian period
June 5, 2026 than in previous periods (Elamite, Achaemenid and Seleucid period).
Archaeological evidences have been discovered from of Susa, Bard e
Neshandeh, Nisa, Dalverzin Tepe, Airtam, Nippur, Babylon, Uruk, Hatra, Dura-
Europos, Seleucia, and Olbia. They in playing stringed instruments (harp, string,
and lute), percussion instruments (tambourine, cymbal and castant), and wind
instruments (flute, reed and double reeds). It also seems that female musicians
are only shown playing certain instruments, which could indicate that women are

In Revised Form:
September 14, 2025

Keywords: Woman,

Music Parthian More skilled in those instruments than male. According to available sources,
period, Musician, women played instruments as musician, singer, and dancer in religious
Music Instrument. ceremonies, feasts, and celebrations after victories.

Cite this The Author (s): Alipoor Silab, J.(2026), The Social Status of Women Musicians in Parthian Period. Historical
Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring- Summer:(139-162). https://doi.org/10.22059/jhss.2025.399734.473836

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.
© Author(s) retain the copyright. Mozhgan Khanmoradi
BY NC

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22059/jhss.2025.399734.473836



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7062-6488
mailto:mkhanmoradi@ut.ac.ir
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_103659.html
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_103659.html
https://jhss.ut.ac.ir/article_103659.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/�
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7062-6488�
https://creativecommons.org/�

140 Historical Sciences Studies, Vol.18, No 1, Serial No.41 —Spring- Summer 2026

1.Introduction

The Parthian empire was multicultural. In their territory, the heritage of the Achaemenids and
Seleucids was mixed with the tradition of the Iranians steppe. In such a society, the attitude towards
women changed compared to the past. The presence of women in the Parthian society was different
from previous periods. Information about women in the Parthian period comes from limited sources.
The available sources are not complete enough to provide an accurate picture of activities of women.
Information about women during this period can also be get through archaeological evidence. Groups
of women identified from historical sources and archaeological evidence. These include the royal
family, noblewomen, priestesses, musicians, and ordinary women of society. So far. there has been no
study about female musicians in the Parthian period. The purpose of this paper is to identify the
instruments used by women. Another goal of this research is to study the position of female musicians
in society. To achieve this goal, archaeological evidence and historical sources employed. So,
figurines, reliefs, wall paintings, sculptures, objects, stucco, seals and seal impressions have been
studied.

2. Discussion

Music had a special position in celebrations, wars, sacrifices, religious ceremonies, theater, and other
gatherings of Parthian society (Lawergren, 2009:11). Little can be said about the musical instruments in
Parthian era based on archaeological evidences and historical sources. Majority of music scholars and
archaeologists about the Parthian period are silent or have dealt very transient. However, review of
historical sources and archaeological evidence, especially the works of many information about the
music, its place in the Parthian period provides tools and instruments. archacological resources have
less information than conventional instruments of music, and the Parthian period are presented. One
reason for this lack of information is that they were written by Greek and Roman historians who have
not participated directly in the community and the Parthian court. Another reason is that the primary
written sources of this period little remains. Texts and pictorial representations illuminate the
prominent role of the Gosan in Parthian society. Gdsan who sang heroic tales to the accompaniment of
drums, pipes, lyres and trumpets. They have preserved Iranian music against Greek music Parthian
artifacts from archaeological data from sites such as Susa, Seleucia, Hatra, Nisa, Qal'eh-i Yazdigird,
Olbia, Nippur, Babylonia and other sites with the writings of historians such as Justin, Strabo,
Herodian and Plutarch have shown that music was very popular during this period and the various
instruments in various forms has been used by musicians.
The Parthian period instruments in three wind instruments (reed, double reeds and flute), strings
(guitar, strings, tabor, harp and lute) and percussion (tambourine, drums and cymbals) are considered.
These instruments alone or in combination with other instruments were played by teams consisting of
two players. During the Parthian era musical Entertainment and ceremonial had aspects of religion and
war. Important note about music Parthian period that women play a very active role in the music of
this period. More instruments during the Elamite and Achaemenid periods. After Alexander destroyed
the Achaemenid empire, Greek art and culture was imported to Iran, so we cannot to disregard
influence Greek art and culture in the arts, especially music Parthian completely denied. Later these
musical instruments were used in the Sassanid era and were reached full bloom. The name of the
Instruments, the artists and their social location are unknown.

The question is, what place did women musicians outside the Parthian society have? According to
Rawlinson, the wives and concubines of the chiefs followed the camp in great numbers, and women of
a less reputable class—singers, dancers, musicians swelled the ranks of the supernumeraries. Many of
these were Greeks from Seleucia, Nicephorium, and other Macedonian settlements (Rawlinson,
1893:178). Historical sources do not say the sexuality of Gosan. but the Gosans were famous and
respected in the Parthian society and court. Groups of priests use musical instruments outside religious
ceremonies (Van Buren, 1930: Lix). The sculptures and figures of female dancers or dancers have been
found to support Van Buren 's theory. Also, the frieze of Nisa’ rhytons show female musicians at
religious ceremonies. From the temples of Hatra was found a sculpture of two female musicians. Their
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names and the names of their fathers or husbands are written in Aramaic (Safar and Mustafa,1974: 252).
The terracotta of the musicians was dedicated to the temples (Colledge, 2009:237).

3. Conclusion

Among the archaeological sites of the Parthian period, more terracotta of female musicians than males
have been discovered. The relative enough of women's figures indicates their employment is accepted
outside society. Women are not only in groups of one and two people, but also in groups of several
people. Based on archaeological evidence, Women also play various instruments, dance and sing.
Women are probably seen in educational centers. We do not know how and by whom music education
is affected. There is no difference between the sexual and the type of instrument for all
musicians. The skill and use of an instrument is not limited to women or men.
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1. Introduction

With the rise to power of Mahmud of Ghazni and his government's religious orientation in
supporting the Ash'arites, the social and political grounds were prepared for the decline of the
rationalist tendencies of the Mu'tazila in Iran. In these circumstances, Ash'ari theology, which
emphasized textualism and the defense of traditional principles of faith, found an opportunity
to expand and gradually penetrated among intellectual elites and religious institutions. From
the fourth century AH onward, this school grew in Iran and influenced many Muslim thinkers.
At the beginning of the Seljuk state, especially during the reign of Tughril Beg, the first sultan
of this dynasty, the Ash'arites were deprived of political and courtly support because both
Tughril and his vizier, Amid al-Mulk Kunduri, followed the Hanafi school. Consequently,
Kunduri, with the sultan's backing, opposed the Shafi'ites — who constituted the majority of
the Ash'arite followers. However, with the rise of Alp Arslan in 455 AH and the vizierate
of Khaje Nizam al-Mulk Tusi, who himself was Shafi'i in jurisprudence, the religious policy
of the court changed. Nizam al-Mulk convinced the sultan that the Ash'arites were the
followers of the true faith. Thus, the grounds for relieving pressure and ceasing their
persecution were provided, and their position gradually became stable. Similar measures,
especially the support of Khaje Nizam al-Mulk for the formal teaching of Ash'ari theology in
the Nizamiyya schools, caused this school to gain a stable position throughout the Sunni-
populated lands and to become deeply rooted in Iran.

The Mongol invasion of Iran at the beginning of the seventh century AH not only shattered
the political and social structure of the country but also undermined the intellectual
foundations of political legitimacy. With the flight of Sultan Muhammad Kharazmshah and
the collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate, religious legitimacy based on the sultanic tradition and
governmental jurisprudence largely disappeared, and the political-social order faced a crisis.
In such a situation, the same predestinarian beliefs of Ash'ari theology, which had previously
taken root in Iran, once again gained importance. Meanwhile, scholars and thinkers turned to
new sources, including Islamic mysticism, to restore social order and the legitimacy of rulers.
Concepts such as the Perfect Human, Divine Vicegerency (Khalifat Allah), justice, light,
Divine Glory (Farrah-i Izadi), the Shadow of God (Zill Allah), and sainthood (Wilayat),
which had previously been formed in mystical texts, were now placed in the service of
recreating political power. Sufi lodges (Khanqahs) and Sufis, as intermediaries between the
people and the rulers, played an effective role in reducing social tensions and strengthening
political and cultural cohesion.

The most important work of Najm al-Din Razi, the book "Mirsad al-Ibad min al-Mabda' ila
al-Ma'ad" (The Path of God's Servants from the Origin to the Return), was composed
between 618 and 620 AH in Sivas of Rum (Anatolia) and was dedicated to Ala al-Din
Kayqubad, the Seljuk sultan. The idea of kingship in pre-Islamic Iran, centered on the concept
of Divine Glory (Farrah-i Izadi), held a special place and introduced kings as the
representatives of God on earth. Mysticism and Sufism experienced remarkable growth
during the Seljuk period and became an influential social institution in Iranian society. Najm
al-Din Razi, one of the most prominent mystics of this era (sixth and seventh centuries AH),
witnessed the Mongol invasion and their atrocities, and saw chaos, the lack of political order,
and the absence of a centralized and coherent government with his own eyes. He, who was a
disciple of Sheikh Najm al-Din Kubra — one of the influential figures in Sufism — unlike
many ascetic and otherworldly Sufis, paid special attention to the connection between
mysticism and politics. Razi presented a model for the spiritual wayfaring (suluk) of different
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social classes, including kings, viziers, and men of letters. This approach represents a unique
attempt to integrate mystical concepts with the political-social system in one of the most
critical periods of Iran's history.

In the fifth chapter of "Mirsad al-Ibad," which consists of eight sections, Razi discusses the
spiritual wayfaring of different classes and the depiction of an ideal society. He examines the
classes according to their power and social status, prioritizing them accordingly, and at the top
of this hierarchy, he focuses on the wayfaring of kings, because they possess the highest
degree of power and influence. Every class, in order to attain nearness to God and divine
pleasure, must go through three stages of spiritual wayfaring: First, the wayfarer (salik) must
transcend his carnal desires and personal interests and direct his intention solely toward the
divine essence. Then, by committing to honesty in action and thought, he attains knowledge
of the absolute truth of existence (God). The ultimate goal of wayfaring is reaching divine
nearness (Qurb).
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Toponymy, as a key branch of historical geography, plays a significant role in
analyzing spatial and cultural transformations in human societies. Place names serve
as essential tools for gaining deeper insights into the complex relationship between
humans and their environment throughout history, reflecting cultural changes,
population movements, and socio-political transformations over the centuries.
Focusing on the toponyms Suraq, Duraq, Falahiyeh, and Shadegan in southern
Khuzestan, this study highlights, on the one hand, the capacity of toponymic studies
to reconstruct spatio-historical developments and, on the other, their value in
revealing the inseparable ties between spatial identity, natural factors, and socio-
political processes. The main goal of this research is to reassess part of Khuzestan’s
territorial history by tracing the historical background, spatial changes, and semantic
connections of these four toponyms, in order to answer whether they refer to distinct
locations across different historical periods or to a shared geographical context. The
study employs a comparative analysis of Syriac, Greek, and Arabic geographical-
historical texts, travel accounts, geographic coordinates, historical maps, and
archaeological evidence. The combined data indicate that these place names have
undergone multiple spatial and temporal transformations from antiquity to the
present. Based on archaeological, linguistic, historical, and geomorphological
evidence, four key locations have been identified: Tel Tendy and Ja Ni§in (as the
probable sites of ancient Suraq and Duraq in present-day Ramshir County), the
village of Madineh (as Old Duraq in Shadegan County), and Falahiyeh (as New
Duraq and the original nucleus of modern Shadegan). These areas appear to have
shifted gradually from east to west and then southwest along the Jarrahi River over
time, due to environmental changes—such as the evolution of alluvial fans—and
human interventions. While the available data shed partial light on these
transformations, the limited scope of previous investigations and the destruction of
many sites in recent decades underline the need for targeted archaeological surveys,
satellite imagery analysis, and interdisciplinary approaches to either confirm or
revise these hypotheses.
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1. Introduction

The modern city of Shadegan, which today serves as the administrative center of Shadegan County in
southern Khuzestan Province, occupies a position of considerable strategic and environmental significance
within Iran’s southwestern landscape. Its geographical boundaries are clearly defined: it is bordered by
Ahvaz County to the north, Khorramshahr to the west, Bandar Mahshahr to the east, and Abadan to the
south. This location places Shadegan at a critical juncture between the Iranian plateau and the Persian Gulf
lowlands, a transitional zone that has historically facilitated cultural, economic, and political exchanges
between the interior highlands and the maritime networks of the Indian Ocean. The area surrounding
Shadegan consists primarily of deltaic lands, formed over millennia by the continuous deposition of
sediments carried by the Jarrahl River and its numerous tributaries. This alluvial plain, low-lying and
fertile, has been shaped by both natural processes and long-term human occupation, resulting in a dynamic
landscape where water and land constantly interact.

At the lower reaches of the Jarraht River basin, a vast and ecologically complex system has developed. This
system comprises both freshwater and saline wetlands, creating a mosaic of aquatic and semi-aquatic
habitats. These wetlands are hydrologically connected to the Khor Miisa estuary and its associated islands,
which in turn provide a direct link to the open waters of the Persian Gulf. This connection has made the
region not only an ecological crossroads but also a maritime gateway, enabling access to seaborne trade
routes that have operated for millennia. The city of Shadegan, historically referred to as Falaht or Falahtyeh
in late Islamic texts, is also associated with an older and historically layered region known as Suraq or
ancient Duraq. The persistence of toponymic memory is striking: even today, the surrounding wetlands of
Shadegan are locally known as Hawr Duraq (the Duraq Marsh), indicating that the name Duraq has
survived in oral and folk geography long after the original settlement declined.

In the historical-geographical texts from the third and fourth centuries AH (ninth—tenth centuries CE),
Stirag/Duraq is consistently mentioned among the administrative districts (kiiras) and cities of Khuzestan.
These early Islamic geographers, such as Ibn Khordadhbeh, al-Istakhri, Ibn Hawqal, and al-Mugaddast,
provide valuable descriptions of the region. They describe Duraq as being situated near a river and serving
as a water-gathering area—essentially a wetland—close to the sea. This description is crucial, as it
indicates that even in the early Islamic period, the hydrological characteristics of the area were recognized
as defining features of the settlement. The geographical location of Duraq, with its numerous
interconnected waterways and its ease of access to other regions via the Jarraht and Kartn rivers,
transformed it into a crucial hub for both land and water transportation and trade. The Kartn River, in
particular, has historically been one of the most important navigable rivers in Iran, providing a direct route
from the Persian Gulf into the interior as far as Ahvaz and beyond. Duraq’s position at or near the
confluence of these riverine networks gave it an advantage that few other settlements in Khuzestan could
claim.

As a result of these geographical advantages, Duraq consistently attracted the attention of local and
regional powers, ranging from the governors of Fars and Khuzestan to the central authorities in Baghdad
during the Abbasid caliphate. On one hand, the region played a major role in facilitating connections
between Fars (the historical homeland of the Persian heartland) and Mesopotamia (the fertile plain of the
Tigris and Euphrates). It was also a key node in trade relations with northern cities such as Ahvaz, Stq al-
Arba‘a’, and ‘Askar Mukram, all of which were important commercial and administrative centers in the
early Islamic period. On the other hand, Duraq functioned as a key center for the exchange of goods and for
maritime trade with distant lands, including India and China. Islamic geographers frequently mention that
ships from the Persian Gulf would carry goods—textiles, pearls, metals, and other commodities—to and
from these eastern markets, and ports and riverine hubs like Duraq played an essential role in the
transshipment and distribution of these goods into the interior.

Geomorphological evidence, derived from both remote sensing analysis and limited field surveys, indicates
that the city of Duraq developed on a vast alluvial fan, formed through the long-term deposition of
sediments carried by the Jarrahi River, combined with human modification of the landscape through canal
digging, levee construction, and agricultural terracing. Alluvial fans, characteristic of semi-arid
environments where mountain streams debouch onto flat plains, provide well-drained, fertile soils that are
highly suitable for irrigation-based agriculture. The fertility of the region’s soil, coupled with the
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availability of fresh water from the Jarraht River, gradually enabled systematic agricultural exploitation,
supporting a settled population that could produce surplus food for trade and storage. In addition to these
natural advantages, the ecological conditions of the surrounding wetlands—characterized by diverse
aquatic and semi-aquatic habitats, extensive reed beds (dominated by Phragmites australis), and a rich array
of flora and fauna—further enhanced the strategic significance of the area. These wetlands not only
provided sustenance for local inhabitants through fishing, hunting, and the harvesting of reeds for building
and fuel, but they also served as a center for buffalo breeding, an activity that has remained characteristic of
the region into modern times. Moreover, the wetlands functioned, at various historical junctures, as a place
of exile for individuals fallen from political favor, and as a refuge or an escape route to the sea for those
seeking to evade capture or persecution. The dense reed beds and labyrinthine waterways offered
concealment and mobility to those familiar with the terrain.

This study aims to provide a well-defined and historically grounded reconstruction of the location of Duraq
and its changing status through the pre-Islamic, early Islamic, and late Islamic periods. To maintain textual
coherence and to account for the shifting historical and geographical meanings of the toponym “Duraq,”
this name has been classified into three main categories, each corresponding to a distinct temporal and
spatial phase:

Ancient Duraq: Based on limited archaeological surveys and surface finds, this earliest settlement was
likely located south of the modern village of Meshraqeh in present-day Ramshir County. Pottery sherds and
other material remains suggest occupation during the Sasanian period (third—seventh centuries CE),
possibly serving as a minor administrative or agricultural center.

Old Duraq: According to Arabic and Persian historical sources, until approximately the 12th century AH
(18th century CE), this settlement was situated within the boundaries of what is now the city of Madineh in
Shadegan County. Old Duraq appears to have been the primary urban successor to Ancient Duraq,
maintaining its commercial and strategic functions.

New Duraq (Falahiyeh): This settlement, which approximately corresponds to the modern city of
Shadegan, emerged after the 12th century AH. Its foundation likely resulted from a combination of
environmental changes (such as shifts in the Jarrahi River’s course) and political-economic realignments.
This study is based on the systematic collection and critical analysis of information from Greek and Arabic
geographical-historical texts, travel accounts, archaeological evidence, and previous historical and
archaeological research. Additionally, previously unexamined sources—such as Syriac Christian texts,
which occasionally mention the region in connection with ecclesiastical geography, and data from Islamic
sources including recorded geographical coordinates (latitude and longitude) of cities—have also been
utilized. The synthesis of these diverse sources suggests that the cities of Straq, Duraq, Falahiyeh, and
Shadegan formed sequentially along the course of the Jarraht River, moving generally from east to west
and ultimately shifting southwest over time, around the fluctuating expanses of the wetlands. This pattern
of settlement migration is inferred based on the probable identification of the locations of Stiraq and Duraq
in the pre-Islamic and early Islamic periods, and the later sites associated with Duraq in subsequent
centuries. Understanding this trajectory sheds new light on the environmental history and human geography
of one of Iran’s most distinctive and historically significant wetland regions.
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1. Introduction

From the earliest stages of human history, humankind has continuously faced a wide range of physical
hardships and biological adversities. Among these challenges, bodily injuries and diseases have played a
central role, often leading to diminished health, physical impairment, and, ultimately, death. Diseases, in
particular, constitute one of the most significant threats to human survival and are generally classified into
communicable and non-communicable types. While non-communicable diseases often resulted in relatively
limited consequences, infectious diseases-especially during epidemic outbreaks-produced widespread
mortality and, beyond their biological impact, triggered severe economic, social, and even political crises.
Consequently, the understanding, prevention, and treatment of contagious diseases became a crucial arena
for intellectual inquiry and practical intervention in historical societies.

Among communicable diseases, smallpox stands out as one of the most ancient and deadly illnesses that
afflicted human populations across vast regions of the world over long periods of time. Not only did
smallpox cause high mortality rates, but it also left permanent physical consequences, including blindness
and severe disfigurement, which deeply affected both individual lives and collective social structures. An
examination of historical sources-particularly medical texts and reports on prevention and treatment-
demonstrates the enduring significance of smallpox in different historical periods. Approaches to
understanding and combating the disease, whether preventive or therapeutic, were shaped by the prevailing
epistemological frameworks, dominant medical discourses, and cultural contexts of each era. In Qajar Iran,
these approaches were primarily formed within the framework of humoral medicine, intertwined with Shi‘i
Islamic beliefs and popular folk practices.

The present study constitutes an interdisciplinary investigation in the field of the history of medicine,
focusing on smallpox in Qajar Iran and examining the modes of knowledge, prevention, and treatment
associated with the disease, as well as the process through which modern medicine gradually replaced
traditional practices. The research data were collected through an extensive examination of primary sources
from the Qajar period, with particular emphasis on medical writings. Many of these sources exist in the
form of manuscript texts. The prioritization of medical sources is especially significant, as they have been
insufficiently utilized in many previous historical studies. The analysis adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, aiming to reinterpret and contextualize medical knowledge and practices related to smallpox in
Qajar Iran while comparing traditional medical frameworks with emerging modern medical approaches.

During the Qajar era, humoral medicine functioned as the dominant medical system and played a
foundational role in explaining health and disease. This system comprised both theoretical and practical
dimensions. The theoretical dimension was based on the concepts of the "umiir tabi‘iyya" (natural
principles), structured around seven core components that guided diagnosis and treatment. The practical
dimension was organized around two principal axes: the preservation of health (hefz ol-sehhe), with
particular emphasis on the "six essential factors" (sette zaruriyye), and the treatment of disease through
pharmacological remedies and therapeutic procedures. Alongside this medical framework, religious beliefs
rooted in Shi‘i Islam and various forms of popular medicine played a significant role in addressing health
concerns. Practices such as reciting prayers, making vows, seeking intercession, and employing talismans
and magical treatments were commonly recommended as means of preventing or curing smallpox.
Although these practices fulfilled important cultural and psychological functions within society, they
proved largely ineffective in controlling widespread smallpox epidemics.

The gradual introduction of modern Western medicine into Iran during the nineteenth century posed a
serious challenge to the established medical discourse. The introduction of smallpox vaccination using
cowpox material represented a major turning point in the history of Iranian medicine. This innovation,
grounded in a reductionist and pathological approach, challenged not only humoral medicine but also the
traditional authority of physicians, entrenched religious conceptions, and long-standing popular therapeutic
practices. Responses to this transformation were far from uniform; rather, they produced a complex
situation characterized by resistance, skepticism, temporary coexistence, and eventual gradual acceptance.
The central question of this research concerns the manner in which modern methods of smallpox treatment
and prevention replaced traditional practices in Qajar Iran, as well as the factors that influenced this
process. The study hypothesizes that cognitive and behavioral approaches rooted in humoral medicine-
despite their strong cultural legitimacy and deep connections with religious and popular beliefs-were unable
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to effectively manage large-scale epidemics, thereby creating conditions conducive to doubt and change.
Furthermore, the introduction of modern Western medicine, supported by government initiatives,
educational efforts, and the observable success of vaccination, played a decisive role in reshaping public
attitudes toward modern medical knowledge.

A review of the existing scholarship reveals that, although various studies have addressed public health
conditions and the prevalence of smallpox in Qajar Iran, the transition from traditional smallpox treatments
to modern medical practices has rarely been examined in a comprehensive and systematic manner,
particularly with direct reliance on medical sources. Previous works have tended to focus either on
governmental policies and the activities of foreign physicians or on descriptive accounts of disease
outbreaks. Consequently, the present study seeks to address this gap by drawing on a wide range of
sources, especially medical manuscripts, to offer a more nuanced analysis of this historical transformation.
The findings of this study demonstrate that smallpox in Qajar Iran was not merely a medical or public
health issue, but a contested field in which competing medical discourses confronted one another. The
inability of humoral medicine to control recurring and destructive smallpox epidemics, along with the
substantial demographic losses they incurred, created conditions for critical reassessment of traditional
therapeutic approaches. In contrast, smallpox vaccination emerged as a defining symbol of modern
medicine. Despite facing initial resistance from traditional physicians, religious authorities, and segments
of the general population-resistance rooted in cultural mistrust, religious concerns, and economic interests-
the gradual support of the state, increased public education, and tangible evidence of vaccination’s
effectiveness fostered broader social acceptance.

This process of transition illustrates that medical change was not merely a technical or scientific
phenomenon, but rather one that necessitated a profound reconfiguration of the relationships among
science, religion, culture, and politics. Ultimately, smallpox and the introduction of vaccination constituted
a critical turning point in the history of Iranian medicine, facilitating the modernization of medical practice
and contributing to a gradual shift in societal attitudes toward scientific knowledge and public health.
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In the narratives of Aristotle's life, it is mentioned that he traveled and stayed in
Article Type: the cities of Atarneus and Assos in northwest Asia Minor, under the rule of a
Research Article

local ruler named Hermias, after the death of Plato. At the end of the
Achaemenid period and after the changes of the era of Artaxerxes III (359/58 -
Article History: 338 BC), Hermias was able to gradually expand his power in that region and
Received: through Aristotle and some other students of Plato's Academy, he became an
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important factor in Philip II - the ruler of Macedonia - becoming aware of the

internal condition of the Achaemenid Empire; to the extent that his political
In Revised Form: alliance with Philip faced a harsh reaction from the Persians and he lost his life

May 27,2025 over that pact. Although Aristotle praised Hermias and slandered Persians in his

writings, by carefully examining the political and diplomatic developments

Accented between the ruler of Atarneus and the king of Macedonia, it can be concluded
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May 30, 2025 that the Achaemenid Empire had accurate and clear information about the
political events of the Greek city-states and Macedonian kingdom and by
removing Hermias, and probably Philip himself, has helped the Greeks a lot to
gain their lost independence. However, the Greeks did not take advantage of the
opportunity for unity and lost the independence of their city-states to Philip's
son, Alexander, shortly after. In this research, it has been tried to show, based on
the analytical method and using library sources, that the Achaemenid Empire, to
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the emergence of Alexander by removing the Macedonian-oriented elements,
but the conflicts among the Greeks and Alexander's promptitude and violence in
suppressing his Greek opponents caused the loss of this historical opportunity.
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1. Introduction

The twilight years of the Achaemenid Empire, particularly the reign of Artaxerxes III (359/58-338
BC), represent a complex geopolitical landscape where Persian, Greek, and Macedonian interests
collided and converged in unprecedented ways. Central to this intricate web of diplomacy and
espionage was a seemingly minor local ruler from the Troad region of northwestern Asia Minor:
Hermias of Atarneus. A former student of the Platonic Academy, Hermias cultivated a unique
philosophical-political circle that included the young Aristotle, who would later become the tutor and
advisor to Philip II of Macedon. This study, employing an analytical methodology grounded in a
critical review of ancient literary sources (primarily from the Aristotelian corpus, Diodorus Siculus,
and later doxographical traditions), argues that Hermias acted as a pivotal intermediary—a strategic
conduit—through which Philip II gained crucial intelligence regarding the internal weaknesses,
military dispositions, and diplomatic secrets of the Achaemenid Empire. Simultaneously, it challenges
the traditional Greek-centric narrative that portrays the Persian response as purely reactive and
uninformed. Instead, this abstract posits that the Achaemenid court, far from being a passive giant,
possessed accurate and actionable intelligence regarding Macedonian expansionism. The execution of
Hermias and the subsequent Persian attempts to destabilize Philip’s network were not acts of random
cruelty but calculated measures to preserve the integrity of the King’s Peace (the Treaty of Antalcidas
of 386 BC), which guaranteed the autonomy of the Greek city-states against hegemonic powers like
Macedon.

Hermias’s rise to power in the cities of Atarneus and Assos coincided with a period of Achaemenid
resurgence under Artaxerxes III, a ruler who brutally reasserted central control over the empire’s
western satrapies. Unlike his predecessors, Artaxerxes was intolerant of autonomous local dynasts,
especially those with Greek sympathies. Hermias, however, exploited the temporary chaos following
the Great Satraps’ Revolt to carve out a small but strategically vital domain overlooking the Asian
coastline opposite the island of Lesbos. His academy, which hosted Aristotle and Xenocrates, was not
merely a philosophical retreat but a political hub. Through Aristotle, Hermias established a direct line
of communication and alliance with Philip II, who by 347 BC had already consolidated his control
over Thessaly and was eyeing an entry into Anatolia. The correspondence and diplomatic exchanges
between Hermias and Philip, facilitated by Aristotle’s presence and credibility, provided the
Macedonian king with a wealth of information: the morale of Persian satrapal armies, the logistical
vulnerabilities of the coastal fortresses, and the growing discontent among the Greek mercenary
commanders in Persian service.

The Achaemenid response was swift and devastating. Persian forces under the command of Mentor of
Rhodes, a Greek mercenary leader loyal to the Great King, captured Hermias through treachery.
Subjected to torture, he was executed, reportedly refusing to betray his associates, including Aristotle.
This brutal suppression is often read in Greek sources—most notably in Aristotle’s famous “Hymn to
Virtue” and the indignant letters attributed to him—as Persian barbarism and fear of Greek
enlightenment. However, a revisionist reading of the events between 347 and 336 BC reveals a
different reality: the Achaemenid Empire was acting as a rational hegemon enforcing a century-old
treaty. The King’s Peace had explicitly forbidden synoecism (political unification) and external
interference in the autonomy of Greek city-states. Philip’s expansionism, first in Thrace and then into
central Greece (culminating at Chaeronea in 338 BC), was a direct violation of that treaty. Hermias
was not an innocent philosopher-king; he was a rebel vassal colluding with a foreign, hostile hegemon
(Philip) to undermine the empire’s western defenses. By eliminating Hermias, Artaxerxes III disrupted
the primary intelligence network feeding Philip’s ambitions. Moreover, by offering support (financial
and naval) to the anti-Macedonian coalition led by Athens and Thebes, the Persians actively attempted
to restore Greek independence. This Persian strategy very nearly succeeded. Had the Greek city-states
united behind the Persian-sponsored resistance, the Battle of Chaeronea might have ended differently.
Nevertheless, the Greeks squandered this opportunity. The deep-seated rivalries between Athens and
Thebes, the lingering fear of Persian meddling, and the fatal overconfidence of their armies allowed
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Philip to crush them in 338 BC. Immediately following Chaeronea, Philip was preparing a pan-
Hellenic invasion of Persia, a project he had inherited from Hermias’s intelligence. Although Philip
was assassinated in 336 BC, the institutional and strategic framework he built—informed by a decade
of Persian intelligence via Hermias—passed seamlessly to his son, Alexander. The Achaemenid
Empire, despite having successfully removed the “Macedonian agent” Hermias, now faced a far more
formidable opponent. Alexander’s promptitude and unparalleled violence in suppressing the Theban
revolt (335 BC) and his brutal sack of Thebes served as a terrifying lesson to the other Greek states,
effectively neutralizing any further Persian-backed revolts in Greece. Within a few short years, the
very independence the Persians had fought to protect was extinguished.

2. Conclusion

This study concludes that the triangular relationship between Hermias, Aristotle, and Philip II was not
a minor philosophical anecdote but a decisive factor in shaping Achaemenid-Macedonian relations
during the critical decade of 347-336 BC. The evidence demonstrates three key findings. First, the
Achaemenid Empire under Artaxerxes Il was strategically astute: it accurately identified Hermias as
an intelligence conduit for Macedonian expansion, and its violent removal of him was a logical,
preemptive strike to enforce the King’s Peace and preserve the autonomy of the Greek city-states.
Second, despite this Persian success, the structural inability of the Greeks to overcome their internal
conflicts (stasis) neutralized the advantage that Persian support had offered. The opportunity for a
united Greek front against Macedonian hegemony, backed by Persian resources, was lost not due to
Persian failure but due to Greek disunity and miscalculation. Third, the ultimate failure of the
Achaemenid strategy lay not in its conception or execution against Hermias, but in its underestimation
of two factors: the rapidity of Alexander’s consolidation of power after Philip’s assassination, and the
paralyzing effect of Macedonian military violence (e.g., the destruction of Thebes) on potential Greek
defectors. Therefore, while the Achaemenid Empire successfully dismantled the Hermias-Philip axis
and temporarily disrupted Macedonian intelligence, it could not prevent the rise of Alexander. The
Greeks, having failed to seize the historical opportunity for independence offered by Persian
intervention, ultimately paid the price with the loss of their city-states’ autonomy. In this sense, the
tragedy of Hermias—praised by Aristotle as a martyr but executed as a traito—symbolizes the larger
tragedy of the Greek world: a fatal inability to unite against a common enemy, even when that
enemy’s most dangerous plans were momentarily exposed by Persian action.
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1. Introduction

Journalism in Iran, like many phenomena of the modern era, emerged from within the transformations of
the Qajar period and quickly became one of the most influential elements in the political, social, and
cultural developments of this era. Although the first steps in this field were taken with the publication of
publications such as "Kaghaz-e Akhbar" (1253 AH / 1837 AD), what made this new phenomenon enduring
in Iran's history was its unparalleled role in transmitting modern concepts, public education, and shaping
public opinion. The Qajar press was not only a comprehensive mirror reflecting Iranian society's encounter
with Western civilization but was also an active agent in directing these transformations. From the official
court reports in "Vaqaye'-e Ettefaqiyeh" to the critical and reformist articles of the Constitutional period
press, all indicate that the Qajar press traversed a tumultuous path from mere information dissemination
towards political critique and social awareness-raising. This transition from state-run journalism to
independent and private press provides a fascinating and instructive narrative of the intersection of tradition
and modernity, power and freedom, and knowledge and ignorance within the context of contemporary
Iranian history .Examining the evolution of the press during this era, three distinct stages can be identified.
First, the period of official and state-run newspapers, published with the aim of informing courtiers and
government officials. "Vaqaye'-e Ettefaqiyeh," published by order of Amir Kabir in 1267 AH (1851 AD),
is a prime example of this period. This newspaper, inspired by the Ottoman "Takvim-i Vekayi," was more
of an official bulletin reflecting court events and government appointments than a modern public media
outlet. During the Naser al-Din Shah era, even as the number of state-run newspapers increased to four,
their content remained limited to official news, and government employees were compelled to purchase
them; otherwise, the subscription fee would be deducted from their salaries. This practice shows that at this
stage, the press lacked inherent legitimacy and appeal for the general public and was distributed through
coercive means .The second stage began with the emergence of semi-independent and reformist
publications in the late Naseri period. Newspapers such as "Vaqaye'-e 'Adliyeh," "Ruznameh-ye Nezami,"
and "Merrikh," although still published under the shadow of the government, showed signs of indirect
critique and an emphasis on concepts such as civilization, rule of law, and knowledge. Mirza Hossein Khan
Moshir od-Dowleh, who himself was angered by comparing Iran's newspapers with those of Istanbul, was
among the supporters of this gradual transformation. However, due to their short lifespans and lack of
public reception, these journals failed to create a fundamental change in the culture of reading newspapers.
The third and most important stage coincided with the reign of Mozaffar ad-Din Shah and the constitutional
movement. It was during this period that private and independent press first found an opportunity to
emerge, and "Tarbiyat," managed by Mohammad Hossein Foroughi (Zoka ol-Molk), pioneered this
transformation. This newspaper, published from December 1896 to March 1907, established a new
discourse in Iranian journalism with its motto of making purchase and reading "optional." Tarbiyat also
created, for the first time, a system of provincial correspondents who were responsible for the accuracy of
their reports; if false news was published, the name of the offending correspondent would be openly
announced. This transformation signified a transition from journalism as a government declaration to
journalism as an accountable and responsible profession towards its audience. Following Tarbiyat, other
private publications such as "Hadid" and "Ehtiya;j" in Tabriz, and "Adab" and "Kamal" in other cities, came
into existence .But what were the content characteristics of the Qajar-era press? First, the language of these
publications was a mixture of Arabic and Turkish words with emerging political terminology, and their
prose style was generally simple and fluent to be understandable to the common people. Second, they
covered a wide range of topics, from political and social issues to health, medical, and historical
discussions. The newspaper "Tarbiyat," in this regard, played a pioneering role in modern public health
education by publishing 135 reports and articles related to health. These articles, often written by
physicians graduated from Dar ul-Funun, addressed issues such as cholera, diphtheria, smallpox, and
opposition to common superstitions in treating illnesses, thereby turning the press into an arena for
critiquing traditional beliefs and promoting modern knowledge .Third, the press of this era, by inventing
new literary forms such as "cautionary tales" (dastan-e 'ebrat) and "imaginary dialogues," managed to
convey critical and reformist messages to the audience in an engaging and indirect manner. Publishing
serialized stories in newspapers like "Majalleh-ye Nosvan" and "Iran-e No" not only encouraged the
audience to follow the newspaper regularly but also provided a platform for critiquing old traditions and
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autocratic structures. Furthermore, using the format of "imaginary dialogues" between symbolic characters
such as Intellect and Fortune, the Cleric and the Jester, or Blade and Pen, allowed Qajar-era journalists to
explain progressive concepts like citizenship rights, critique of despotism, and justification of the
constitutional system in a symbolic and indirect language, while observing censorship considerations. This
literary device, which had begun during the Fath-Ali Shah era, gained a more distinctly critical aspect
during the Naseri period and reached its peak during the Lesser Tyranny (Estebdad-e Saghir) of
Mohammad-Ali Shah, becoming an effective genre for disseminating awareness and expressing socio-
political criticism.Beyond these, another important focus of the Qajar press was historical content. A study
of 226 publications from this era reveals the presence of 227 historical texts—a figure that demonstrates the
importance of history in the media discourse of the time. Re-examining the historical past, at a time when
Iran was facing foreign aggression and an identity crisis, was seen as a tool for strengthening national
identity and countering external threats. The press contributed to the cultural cohesion of society by
highlighting Iran's historical heritage, while simultaneously leveraging the inherent appeal of history to
increase circulation and public reception.However, the path of press development during the Qajar era was
not smooth. Periods of suppression and censorship, especially during the time of Mohammad-Ali Shah, put
immense pressure on journalists, leading to the closure of many publications or forcing them underground.
Nevertheless, what distinguishes the press of this era from later publications is the fresh, exploratory spirit
that flowed within it. The Qajar press not only recorded and documented events like the Constitutional
Revolution but were themselves an inseparable part of the fabric of those events. They served as a bridge
between the elite and the masses, between tradition and modernity, and between the ruling power and the
nascent public opinion.

2.Conclusion

The Qajar-era press, despite its many ups and downs and the challenges encountered along its
developmental path, is considered one of the most significant cultural and political achievements of this
period. They gradually evolved from the initial state-run newspapers, which served only courtly purposes
and were distributed forcibly among employees, into independent, critical, and influential media that
played an unparalleled role in public education, critique of power, and shaping public opinion. This gradual
transition was primarily due to the efforts of pioneering journalists who, understanding the necessity of
change, replaced the dry, official bulletins of the previous era with a professional news-gathering system,
content diversity, and engaging literary formats.Among the most important achievements of the press in
this era are: expanding the vocabulary of political and social discourse in the Persian language;
institutionalizing concepts such as law, freedom, constitution, and citizenship rights; promoting modern
medical and public health knowledge; strengthening the sense of national and historical identity; and
inventing new literary genres like serialized stories and imaginary dialogues—each, in its own way,
creating a profound transformation in Iranian culture. Furthermore, by criticizing superstitious beliefs and
outdated traditions in health, politics, and culture, the Qajar press provided a basis for a gradual break from
some familiar but incorrect notions.However, it should not be forgotten that the press of this period was
never truly "free" in the complete sense of the word. Governmental pressure, recurring censorship, threats,
and closures always cast a heavy shadow over journalistic activity. The peak of these pressures during the
reign of Mohammad-Ali Shah endangered many of the previous achievements and once again proved that a
dynamic, critical press, without the backing of civil liberties and the rule of law, remains perpetually
vulnerable. Thus, the experience of the Qajar press, while offering a hopeful narrative of the intellectual
and cultural dynamism of Iranian society, also carries bitter lessons about the fragility of free speech in the
absence of stable democratic structures.In short, the Qajar-era press is not merely a historical document but
a living, instructive heritage for contemporary journalism in Iran. It demonstrated how far an independent,
critical media can go in raising awareness and facilitating social reform; and at the same time, it warns that
this path is never smooth, and its preservation requires courage, commitment, and perseverance.
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Parthian Stations, written by Isidore of Charax, a first-century BCE
geographer, is a distinctive work that systematically records roads, stations,
and strategic points across the Parthian Empire. More than a geographical text,
it serves as a vital primary source for analyzing the military and political
dynamics of the era. The book provides detailed data on distances between
cities, locations of caravanserais, and key commercial and military routes that
shaped power relations between Rome and the Parthians. While previous
studies have emphasized its economic value—viewing it as a guide to East-
West trade routes—this research argues that the work should be seen as an
intelligence tool for understanding Roman military and security strategies
against the Parthians. The “Stathmoi” style, with its focus on precise
distances, frontier fortresses, rivers, mountains, and natural barriers, reveals a
tactical function: it likely served as an operational map for troop movements
and logistical planning. The book’s emphasis on western regions and
Mesopotamia highlights Rome’s efforts to identify and control critical border
zones. Its data were later used in Roman campaigns, especially during
Trajan’s wars (53—117 CE), enhancing operational efficiency, troop mobility,
and resilience against Parthian cavalry tactics. Thus, Parthian Stations is not
merely a dry geographical record but a reflection of Roman intelligence and
security policy aimed at balancing power and expanding influence in the
ancient East. Its significance lies not only in mapping Parthian Iran but also in
revealing the strategic networks of the Roman Empire.
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1. Introduction

Parthian Stations (Stathmoi Parthikoi), written by Isidore of Charax in the late first century
BCE, is among the most significant yet enigmatic textual witnesses for reconstructing the
geography and administrative landscape of the Parthian Empire. Traditionally, scholars have
treated this work as a commercial itinerary or a practical guide for caravans along routes
connecting Syria to India. The present study, however, reexamines the text through a combined
analysis of its structure, historical setting, and comparative archaeological evidence, arguing
that Parthian Stations should be interpreted not simply as a geographical report but as a
strategic intelligence document likely produced in the context of Roman eastern policy under
Augustus. By presenting a systematic record of distances, fortified stations, frontier
installations, mountain barriers, and critical water resources, the work closely resembles an
operational manual intended to support military planning and logistical mobility along Rome’s
eastern frontier.

The historical background against which Isidore composed his work corresponds to an era of
heightened confrontation between Rome and Parthia. After Rome’s devastating defeat at
Carrhae in 53 BCE, Roman leaders—especially during the Augustan period—increasingly
recognized the necessity of gathering precise geographical intelligence on Parthian territory.
The Roman Empire lacked direct knowledge of Mesopotamia’s internal geography and the
Iranian plateau, whereas Parthian power was consolidated across a vast and largely unfamiliar
landscape. As Rome sought to stabilize and expand its influence in the eastern Mediterranean,
information about roads, settlements, river crossings, defensive works, and supply points
became indispensable. It is within this geopolitical context that Isidore’s text appears to have
been produced or at least utilized.

Isidore himself, a native or resident of Charax Spasinu, occupied a position ideally suited for
gathering such data. Charax was a highly strategic commercial port at the head of the Persian
Gulf, functioning as a crossroads between Mesopotamian, Arabian, and Iranian trade networks.
Individuals in such a setting—merchants, administrators, caravan leaders, and military escorts—
would have possessed access to reliable and practical information about key routes and
administrative structures. This study argues that Isidore not only gathered information from
such networks but arranged it in a manner consistent with the needs of Roman diplomatic and
military planning. His descriptions of distances, supply points, and fortified stations align with
what Roman commanders required when preparing expeditions or assessing Parthian military
capacity.

Structurally, Parthian Stations consists of nineteen concise sections organized according to a
station-by-station format. The narrative contains minimal literary ornamentation; instead, it lists
distances, routes, settlements, mountains, rivers, and strongholds in a highly condensed and
formulaic style. Such austerity is significant. Unlike Greek geographical works such as those of
Strabo, Isidore’s text offers no ethnographic digressions, political anecdotes, or descriptive
elaborations. Rather, it mirrors the structure of logistical reports and operational roadbooks used
in military contexts. This format would have been especially valuable in campaigns against the
Parthians, whose military superiority rested on rapid cavalry maneuvers and the tactical use of
terrain. For Roman armies—heavily dependent on supply lines and vulnerable to water
shortages—details about distances between stations, water sources, and natural barriers could
determine the success or failure of an entire military operation.

A central observation of this study concerns the asymmetrical distribution of information within
the text. The western regions of the Parthian Empire—particularly Mesopotamia and territories
adjacent to the Euphrates frontier—receive remarkably detailed treatment. These sections
contain precise distances, references to fortified stations, and descriptions of topographic
obstacles. By contrast, the eastern segments of the route, extending deeper into Iran, become
increasingly brief and general. Such a sharp imbalance contradicts the notion that the work was
principally designed for commercial travelers, who would have required consistent levels of
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detail throughout the entire route. Instead, the concentration of information on the western
frontier—the zone of continuous Roman—Parthian tension—strongly suggests that the work was
crafted to serve Roman strategic interests. This was the region where Rome needed the most
reliable intelligence for anticipating conflict, negotiating diplomatic exchanges, and preparing
military engagements.

The scholarly history of Parthian Stations reveals a gradual evolution in interpretation. Early
twentieth-century scholars such as Wilhelm Schoff, Markwart, and Tarn emphasized its value
for reconstructing ancient trade networks and political geography. Felix Jacoby’s inclusion of
the text in Fragmente der griechischen Historiker (1958) provided a philologically rigorous
basis for subsequent inquiry but did not fundamentally alter its commercial interpretation. In the
second half of the century, scholars like Marie-Louise Chaumont and Riidiger Schmitt
highlighted its relation to Hellenistic geographic traditions and Parthian administrative
structures, while still largely regarding the text as a descriptive itinerary.

In recent decades, however, researchers have increasingly reconsidered the work in the context
of Roman intelligence-gathering. Klaus Kramer argued that certain technical terms—
particularly stathmos basilikos—indicate an official administrative or strategic function rather
than a commercial one. Stefan Hauser and Ute Hartmann have noted the structural imbalance of
the text and its focus on western frontier zones, interpreting these features as evidence of Roman
priorities along the Euphrates. Julian Bennett and Rose Mary Sheldon have emphasized the
importance of geographical intelligence in Roman military strategy, suggesting that works like
Parthian Stations may have been consulted in campaigns from the Augustan period through the
Trajanic invasions. In Iranian scholarship, studies such as Mirzaei’s Manzelgah-ha-ye Ashkani
(2021) have combined Isidore’s account with archacological findings, confirming the strategic
significance of sites like Zeugma and Apamea in Roman—Parthian conflicts.

Despite these contributions, a unified scholarly interpretation has not yet emerged. The present
study employs a historical-analytical method, integrating a critical reading of the Greek text
with administrative and military terminology analysis, comparison with contemporary authors
such as Strabo and Pliny, and correlation with archaeological evidence from Mesopotamia and
western Iran. This interdisciplinary examination leads to the conclusion that Parthian Stations
was designed—explicitly or implicitly—as part of a Roman intelligence effort. The technical
vocabulary, structural precision, and focus on frontier logistics collectively support this
interpretation.

The practical relevance of such intelligence becomes clear when examining Roman military
operations, particularly during Trajan’s Parthian campaign in the early second century CE.
Roman armies, operating far from their logistical bases and vulnerable to Parthian cavalry
tactics, required detailed knowledge of distances, water sources, ambush points, and fortified
settlements. Information analogous to Isidore’s would have allowed commanders to plan
marching schedules, reduce exposure to cavalry attacks, and coordinate sieges of frontier
strongholds. Thus, Parthian Stations should not be viewed as a passive geographical treatise but
as a functional tool capable of directly informing military decision-making.

In conclusion, this study argues that Parthian Stations must be situated within the broader
framework of Roman frontier policy and intelligence strategy. Rather than a simple itinerary or
trade guide, the work represents a crucial component of Rome’s effort to understand, monitor,
and strategically engage with its eastern rival. By providing rigorous logistical and geographical
information, it contributed to the management of frontier zones and facilitated the planning of
Roman operations across the volatile borderlands of the ancient Near East.
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1. Introduction

The waqf institution has long been one of the most enduring social, economic, and religious
mechanisms in Islamic societies, including Iran. Rooted in Islamic charitable principles, waqf
historically functioned as a bridge between private wealth and public needs, facilitating the provision
of social services, religious activities, and economic infrastructure. During the Qajar period, waqf
served not only as a charitable practice but also as a mechanism for wealth distribution, social welfare,
and the reinforcement of social status.

Mazandaran, with its unique geographical position, abundant natural resources, and distinct socio-
economic structure, provides an ideal context for examining the operation of waqf during this era. The
surviving waqf documents from the region offer valuable insights into the types of endowed
properties, donors’ intentions, and the broader social and economic conditions of the time.

The main research problem addressed in this study concerns the motivations and patterns of
endowment among state officials in Mazandaran during the Qajar period. Specifically, the study asks
what types of properties were endowed, what motivations guided the donors, how the revenues were
allocated, and what social impacts these endowments produced. The central hypothesis suggests that
officials primarily endowed productive properties such as agricultural lands and revenue-generating
assets, motivated by religious beliefs, social responsibility, commemoration of religious rituals,
support for descendants, and the desire to maintain or enhance social prestige.

Although previous scholarship has explored waqf from legal, economic, and social perspectives,
relatively few studies have focused specifically on state officials within a regional context. By
concentrating on this particular social group and employing a document-based analytical approach, the
present study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the relationship between political
authority, social status, and charitable practices.

2.Materials and Methods

This research employs a qualitative historical methodology based on thematic content analysis of waqf
deeds. The primary data consist of archival documents preserved in the collections of the Organization
of Endowments and Charity Affairs and the provincial endowment administration of Mazandaran.
From a total of 1,774 Qajar-period waqf deeds recorded in the national database, fourteen documents
were selected through purposive sampling. The selection criteria included: (1) geographical relevance
to Mazandaran, (2) chronological placement within the Qajar period, and (3) association with
individuals holding official titles such as brigadier general, sardar, khan, beglerbegi, kalantar, or
mustawfi. The analysis followed a thematic approach, identifying recurring patterns and categories
within the documents. Three main analytical axes were emphasized: the types of endowed properties,
the intended uses and objectives of the endowments, and their temporal and spatial distribution. The
research also considered the broader socio-political and religious context to ensure historically
grounded interpretations.

Given limitations in access to complete archival records, the findings are interpreted within the scope
of available documents, acknowledging that they represent a sample rather than the entirety of
endowment activity in the region.

3.Discussion and Results

The analysis identifies a total of twenty-five endowed properties across the fourteen deeds, revealing a
predominance of single-asset endowments. Agricultural lands and farms constitute the largest
category, accounting for more than half of the endowed properties, highlighting the centrality of
agriculture in the regional economy and the preference for income-generating assets capable of
sustaining long-term charitable functions.Other types of assets include shops, caravanserais, pastures,
gardens, ganats, castles, coffeechouses, and residential buildings. The diversity of these assets reflects
the economic capacity of officials and their strategic selection of properties with stable revenue
potential. Regarding intended uses, the study distinguishes between single-purpose and multi-purpose
endowments. Religious functions, particularly funding mourning ceremonies for Imam Husayn,
constitute a major category, demonstrating the strong connection between religious devotion and
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charitable giving. In many cases, detailed instructions were provided regarding the organization of
ceremonies, including payment of reciters, provision of food and beverages, and maintenance of
religious spaces. Another significant category involves charitable and public welfare activities,
including assistance to widows, orphans, the poor, debtors, and travelers, as well as funding burial
expenses and supporting public infrastructure such as roads, mosques, schools, and bridges.
Educational purposes also appear in several endowments, including funding for schools, teachers’
salaries, and the purchase of books. Temporal distribution indicates that endowment activity peaked
during the reign of Mozzafar al-Din Shah, likely reflecting broader socio-political changes, including
rising social awareness and reformist movements. The decline during the reign of Ahmad Shah may be
attributed to political instability and economic uncertainty. Spatially, the concentration of endowments
in Sari and Nur suggests the importance of these urban centers as administrative and economic hubs
where officials held greater influence and resources. Overall, the findings illustrate that endowment
practices among officials were shaped by a combination of religious motivations, social
responsibilities, economic considerations, and the desire for social legitimacy.

4.Conclusion

This study demonstrates that state officials in Mazandaran during the Qajar period played a crucial
role in sustaining and expanding the wagqf institution. By dedicating a wide range of productive assets,
they created enduring sources of revenue that supported religious rituals, social welfare, education,
and public infrastructure.The predominance of agricultural properties highlights the economic logic
underlying endowment practices, while the diversity of charitable purposes reflects a broad conception
of social responsibility. The temporal and spatial patterns identified in the study further reveal the
influence of political stability, economic conditions, and regional dynamics on charitable
activities.Ultimately, the research underscores the significance of waqf as both a religious practice and
a socio-economic institution, offering valuable insights into the interplay between political authority,
social structure, and philanthropy in Qajar-era Iran. By shedding light on the motivations and practices
of state officials, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of how charitable institutions
functioned within the broader historical context and how they helped shape the social and cultural
landscape of Mazandaran.
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